The Spire

First Baptist Church, Ames, Iowa
Celebrating 150 Years!

The Chaos of Resurrection
Holy Week is upon us, and it is a week of contrasts. We move from the
excitement of Palm Sunday to growing conflict and uncertainty through the week.
Jesus shares the Passover meal and prays for his disciples – including us – but
then he is betrayed, arrested, humiliated, and executed in short order. It is a week
of both hopeful anticipation and crushing defeat, but then comes Sunday. Then
comes resurrection. Then comes Easter.
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First Baptist Church is an open
and caring family of faith where
worship is central and faith
engages both heart and mind.
We are warmly ecumenical,
delight in our diversity, and
cherish our Baptist heritage of
freedom. We are called by
Christ to share God’s love with
the campus, community, and
the world.
As we seek to follow the way of
Jesus, we welcome all people to
fully participate in our
fellowship: all ages, colors,
backgrounds, political
affiliations, and physical and
mental abilities; male and
female, gay and straight, rich
and poor, single and married.
We are all God's children, and
all are welcome here.

What strikes me is that even amidst the great joy of Easter, there is chaos. At first,
nobody seems to be sure what is happening. There are conflicting reports. The
gospels don’t even totally agree on the details. Most of Jesus’ closest friends and
followers are slow to believe the news they are hearing. It is understandable; they
have no frame of reference for resurrection.
New life can be like that. It can be a bit scary. It can be chaotic. It doesn’t
necessarily show up all at once and it can be hard to really lay hold of it. The
experience of joy on the other side of pain and loss can seem too good to be real.
The lilies at the back door of the church started emerging a couple of weeks ago.
A sign of spring! A sign of life! But they were promptly covered with snow and
ice. That is pretty well the way it works in our lives. On the other side of loss, we
can find new life creeping in - but it doesn’t all happen at once. There may be
setbacks and uncertainty along the way, but new life cannot be contained. The
Good News of Easter is that the love of God is greater than all of the losses we
suffer, even death, and that through all the chaos of life, God is working to bring
new life.
I hope you will join us this Sunday as we gather to celebrate resurrection!
Blessings,
Dave

Holy Week Services
Maundy Thursday, March 29

Worship, 6:30 pm

Easter Sunday, April 1

Easter breakfast, 8:30 am
Easter Worship, 9:45 am

Growth, a Second Church Building, and World War I
Rev. Samuel Mitchell, the first resident pastor, served from 1870-75. In those early years, there was already a strong
connection with the State Farm and College. I. P. Roberts, superintendent of the college farm who lived in the Farm
House, served as Sunday School Superintendent and drove a wagon to church each Sunday, bringing others with him.
Professor C.E. Bessey, head of the Botany Department, taught a Sunday School class.
Rev. Mitchell was followed by a succession of pastors. Through these years, the church continued to grow. Even in the
midst of difficult financial times, the church was one of the more generous congregations in the Iowa Baptist Convention
in regard to supporting mission work.
Rev. W.D. Weaver served as pastor from 1880-84, and during this time the church purchased a parsonage, a small house
on Douglas Avenue. For the first time, the church also voted to grant the pastor a vacation.
Rev. A.C. Blackman served as pastor from 1896-1901. At the end of his pastorate, Rev. Mitchell, now retired and living in
Ames, served as supply pastor for several months. Later that year, John Chandler became pastor of the church. While he
was pastor, the parsonage was sold, with proceeds set aside to be used toward a larger building.
Walter Fowle became the twelfth pastor of the church in 1904.
Following his graduation from seminary, he had taken a trip to
Europe, working on the boat to earn his travel, and received his
call from our church while in Europe. He came as a single man
but was married in 1905 to Caroline Engberg of Kiron, Iowa. In
1906 a new parsonage was built just north of the church at a cost
of $3000.
By now, the church building was too small for the congregation.
An additional 25 feet of property was purchased to the east of
the church. The existing building was moved to the east and
was used as part of the new building built at the same location,
at the corner of Fifth and Kellogg. The building, featuring a
distinctive dome, cost $18,000 and was dedicated in 1910.
Work group at K.W. Brown house following dedication of new
building, 1911. Rev. Fowle is on porch, holding coffee cup. Capt.
Brown is on the bottom step and his wife, Margaret, is holding a
child on the second step.

In the summer of 1912, the church held a Vacation Bible School
for the first time, a comparatively new thing at the time. The
week included clay modeling, map drawing, sewing, making
scrapbooks, music and more, along with religious instruction.

Rev. A. W. Caul came as pastor in 1914. While some church
records exist before this time, we have more complete records of
the church beginning that year. Attendance at BYPU (Baptist
Young People’s Union) was as high as 75. Outreach to the
students at Iowa State College was a high priority. In 1916, the
church added an Assistant Pastor for Student Work, Charles
Smith, who was appointed by the Iowa Baptist Convention. He
served for two years before going to the Congo as a missionary.
In 1917, church member Lydia Brown graduated from Oberlin
College and went as a missionary to teach at Ginling Union
College in Nanking, China.
While the church ministered to students, the war took a toll both
on university enrollment and on the church. In the 1918 Annual
Report, it was noted:

second building, 1910

The past year has brought many changes to our church but we feel that God is blessing us and lifting us to higher
ground through experiences that are not of our own choosing…. The ranks of our BYPU and Sunday School have been
greatly depleted by the response of thirty-seven young men to their Country’s call but the remaining ones are
increasing their efforts to strengthen and build up the work.

Continued from previous page….
The 1919 annual report noted that the most significant event of the year was the loss of many leading members including the
pastor, who left for another call. Over the previous year, the church had a net decrease of 31 members. Professor F. P.
Fogdal served as interim pastor, and it would be 16 months before a new pastor was called.
While the war years had been difficult, the church’s focus on missions and on ministry with students remained strong.
Following the war and with the coming of a new pastor, the church was ready for a new era.
In celebration of our 150th anniversary we will be highlighting a story from FBC history each month. These stories are now
available on our website at www.fbcames.org.

First Baptist Church
150 Anniversary Celebration
June 30-July 1
th

Schedule
Saturday, June 30
Choir Reunion: 3:30
Celebration Dinner/Program:
Social Hour 5:00
Dinner 5:45
Program 7:00
Sunday, July 1
Worship 9:45
Fellowship 11:00
Our celebration will include a reunion for all past and current choir members. We will have a chance to renew old
friendships and meet others who have been a part of our choir, and we will rehearse a couple of favorite anthems as well as
a new anthem that has been commissioned for the occasion.
On Saturday evening, we will have a catered dinner at the church followed by a program. We will be asking former
members and ministers to share memories and we will celebrate the ministry of First Baptist over the years as well as
today.
Worship on Sunday morning will feature our reunion choir and guest preacher Rev. Soozi Whitten Ford. Formerly the
Associate Executive Minister for our region, Soozi now serves as Executive Minister for the American Baptist Churches
of Indiana-Kentucky. She was a frequent guest here while serving in our region, and we look forward to her leading us on
Sunday morning. Following worship we will have a fellowship time with – of course – a birthday cake!
Besides these “official” events, we expect that the weekend will be a time to renew friendships and for those who have
been a part of our church in the past to see what is happening here today.
Registration information, including online registration, will be available later this month. We are asking everyone to
register in advance, as this is necessary for the meal. Please make plans to join us this summer!
For out of town attendees, a limited number of rooms have been reserved at Best Western University Park Inn at the rate of
$109/King or $119/2 Queen beds. Call 515-296-2500 and ask for the “First Baptist Anniversary” rate, available through
June 9.

Spring Graduate Information Request
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Worship Leader:
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Bob Parrish*, Kent Johnson
Jan Thompson, Wallace Sanders
Sound System:
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April 8
Worship Leader:
Dale Grauman
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Sound System:
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Are you or do you know of anyone who
graduates this Spring? If so, please let the
church office know. We will be honoring
college and high school graduates in late
April. The church will also be
acknowledging graduates in the Spire. Please
phone the church office 292-9612 or email us at
office@fbcames.org.

150th Anniversary Capital Campaign Update
Work will begin soon on our capital campaign projects.
New east side doors are scheduled to be installed April 3-4.
These will be installed one at a time, so we will have a
usable door during construction/installation. Shortly after
the doors are installed, an awning will be installed over the
north door.
Carpeting has been ordered and will be installed in May, to
be scheduled around parking lot reconstruction. Parking lot
work is tentatively set to begin May 8 but may be adjusted
pending submission and approval of a site plan to the city.
Our engineering firm is working on the plan which should
be completed soon.
Depending on scheduling for the parking lot work, our lot
will be unavailable for use at some point. We will spread
the word about this as soon as we know the details. In part
scheduling around anticipated parking lot work, we have
tentatively set our worship service on May 20 for the
Hoggatt School, on the grounds of Meeker Elementary.
Depending on construction work and parking lot
availability, we may also have worship on one Sunday at
Northcrest.
We want to thank all who have contributed to the capital
campaign fund – the response was wonderful and surpassed
our goal! For those who have not contributed, it’s not too
late. Additional work including some exterior painting and
repair work will depend on available funds, and we are
planning to carpet a larger area than originally planned,
including the church office and the nursery and lower level
children’s classroom. In addition, some project costs have
run more than originally anticipated. To contribute, you
may send a check to the church with the memo “Capital
Campaign” and go to our website for more details on our
original proposal.

Spring Break Mission Trip

April is Food Shelf Month at FBC!
Mid-Iowa Community Action, Inc. (MICA) serves a
variety of families in many different ways – all their
families have their own unique needs. We collect items
and money twice a year in February and September.
We all know times are hard and some families are
facing a trip to the Food Shelf when they have never
before needed to and may have even donated in other
years. First Baptist has a strong tradition of supporting
the work the Food Shelf does.
Most Needed Items!
Hamburger Helper
Rice
Rice mixes
Potato mixes
Soup
Other items needed:
Non-perishable, unopened, and unexpired
food items - Bring things that YOU would
enjoy eating.
Jell-O, hot cocoa packets, juice, pasta, pancake mixes,
syrup, tomato products such as paste and chunks,
coffee, tea and canned chicken, peanut butter, tuna,
flour, sugar, canned beans – this provides protein for
some families
Personal hygiene items – bath soap, shampoo,
women’s supplies, shaving crème and deodorant, toilet
paper, Kleenex, paper towels

Eight members took part in a spring
break mission trip to Murrow Indian
Children’s Home in Muskogee,
Oklahoma. Murrow is a residential
home for children in tribal custody.
The group did a variety of
maintenance projects, including cleaning out a large amount of
items that had sat in outside storage (including two trips to the
landfill). They spread 38 bags of mulch around the office and
new gift shop area, helping to get ready for the gift shop grand
opening. They measured and hung curtains, sorted items and
equipped a kitchen for a transitional apartment for an older
youth, hauled furniture, and made plumbing repairs.
With funds raised by our children at our Cook-Off, we
purchased recreation equipment for Murrow, including a
tether ball and pole. We installed the tether ball and also
purchased and installed a new flagpole and pole, one of the
items on Murrow’s “wish list” of projects. The previous
flagpole had been bent in strong winds.
Through it all, the group was able to work together, encourage
each other, and learn some about Native culture and ministry.
The group worshiped at Bacone College Baptist Church.
Murrow is adjacent to the college. It was spring break at
Bacone, and there was a small group in worship. While
Bacone is a historically Native American school (and the
oldest college in Oklahoma), there is a large contingent of
students from Southeast Asia, particularly refugees from
Myanmar (Burma). We learned about the Karen and other
tribal groups in Myanmar, and Pastor Dave and Barbara
Woods were presented with needlework scarves/stoles.
Participants included Elizabeth, Aaron, Adde, and Lucy
Stegemoller; Barbara Woods; Kaylinn Taggart; TJ Nugent;
and Dave Russell. Thank you to all who contributed toward
the trip!

Household supplies –dish soap, cleaning products
Infant needs – diapers of all sizes and wipes, baby
food
Money – Mica likes to give food vouchers to be used
for milk, eggs, meat and fresh vegetables and fruit.
MICA’s food pantry is entirely community funded.
With financial aid they are able to shop for items that
they are out of, often at reduced prices that are given to
food shelves across the country.
If you would like your gift to appear on your church
statement, write the check to our church (FBC) and
write MICA in the memo line.

additional trip photos on back page

Mark your calendar! Our 19th annual
Music Camp is set for July 9-13. Campers
grades K-6 (completed) will enjoy a week packed with
music, learning, friends, and fun! Additional
information will be coming soon!

Hosts for Fellowship Time
March:
Jeanine Cole and Mark Reuber
April:
Stephanie and Greg Goodman

150th Anniversary Cookbook
We’d like to compile members/friends recipes to create a souvenir cookbook to celebrate the
150th anniversary. You can help by sharing a favorite recipe and/or cooking tip. If you’ve
participated in any of the past five Church Cook-Offs or have a special recipe, we want to hear
from you.
As a reminder, the last five Cook-Off themes were:
2014: Beans and Things
2015: Creatively Concocted Congregational Cuisine (things that begin with “C”)
2016: Crockpot-or-Not
2017: Test Kitchen
2018: Come and See
Please send recipe and cooking tips to the church office before May 1. If it’s from a cook-off, please provide the year.

CCJ Fundraiser
The Center for Creative
Justice will hold its
French Toast fundraiser
here at First Baptist on
Tuesday, April 10, 5-7
pm. For $5 you get allyou-can-eat French
Toast and sausage and
help support CCJ, which offers probation services in Story
County. Without the services provided by CCJ, many
offenders would simply receive a fine and/or a jail sentence
with little or no rehabilitative effort and no supervision. CCJ
helps offenders get their lives back on track while
strengthening our community and reducing crime. You can
purchase tickets in advance from Dave Russell, CCJ Board
member (if you can’t attend, you can still buy a ticket!).

Marshall Peters Retirement Reception
Our region Executive Minister Marshall Peters is
retiring. Mid-American Baptists are invited to a
retirement reception for Marshall and June.
Saturday, April 28, 2018
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
First Baptist Church of Greater Des Moines
8250 NW 62nd Avenue
Johnston, Iowa
Short program at 3:00 p.m.
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1
EASTER SUNDAY

2

3
8a Men’s
Breakfast, Perkins

4
2p Parkinson’s
Discussion Group

5

6

4p Parkinson’s
Music & Movement Group

3 Parkinson’s
Singing Group

7
10a Executive Minister Search Committee, Library

12

13

14

19

20

21

26

27

28

8:30a Breakfast
9:45a Worship/
Communion

6:30p Choir

5:15p Pastoral
Relations Committee
8
9:45a Worship

8

10

11a Fellowship Time

5-7p French Toast
Feed for CCJ

11:15a Church
School

7p Trustees

11
11:30a Women’s
Lunch, Mandarin
3 Parkinson’s
Singing Group
6:30p Choir

15
9:45a Worship

16

11:00a Church
School
12p 3rd Sunday
Lunch (Mandarin)

17
8a Men’s
Breakfast, Perkins

18

4p Parkinson’s
Music & Movement Group

6:30p Choir

24

25
11:30a Women’s
Lunch, Perkins

3:00p Parkinson’s
Singing Group

2p Prayer Shawl
Circle
22
9:45a Worship

23

4:00p Parkinson’s
Music & Movement Group

11a Church School

2p Marshall Peters
Retirement Party,
FBC Johnston

3:00p Parkinson’s
Singing Group
6:30p Choir
6:30p Deacons

29
MUSIC SUNDAY
CHILDREN/
YOUTH SUNDAY
9:45a Worship
11a Church School

30

May 1
8a Men’s
Breakfast, Perkins

May 2
3:00p Parkinson’s
Singing Group

29

4:00p Parkinson’s
Music & Movement Group

6:30p Choir

Tuesday—9am-Noon and 1-3pm
Wednesday—9am-1pm
6:30 Maundy
Thursday—9am-Noon and 1-3pm
Thursday Service
Friday—8am-Noon

30

31

Regular Office Hours

7:15p Choir

First Baptist Church
200 Lynn Avenue
Ames, Iowa 50014-7188

Our Church Staff:
Rev. Dr. David Russell
Mindy Phomvisay
Patricia Izbicki
Janelle Keltgen
Kathy Greiner
Hanna Saville
Emily Tonn

Pastor
Director of Music
Accompanist
Office Manager
Custodian
Child Care
Child Care

Mission Trip
To Oklahoma

