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Easter Flowers are given to the glory of God by 

Dan & Ruth Anderson ---------------------  in memory of Mary Lou & Johanna Brown 

Sally & Tim Williams ---------------------------------------------- in memory of our parents 

Kathy Mettler  ----------------------------- in memory of Bethany friends who have died 

Kirk & Nancy Woodward ------------------- in memory of Woody & Norma Woodward 
 and George & Beverly Gollehon 

Jill Kerton ----------------------------------- in memory of Carl Kerton and Ede Martinez  

Kristi Fandrich & Harlee Akers ------------------------------- in memory of Jeff Fandrich 

Gary & Sally Pollock -------------------------------- in memory of John & Martha Suther 

Joni & Vern Hallgren & Carol Colyer ------------------------- in memory of our parents 
 Helge & Thora Nelson and Leo & Verna Hallgren 

Judy Scott ------------------------------------- in honor of the birth of Serena Jean Skau 

Linda King ---------------------------------- in honor of our children and granddaughters 

Inez Hollmann ------------------------------ in memory of Hanni, John & Albert Bogdan 
 and in honor of Dr. Onni Vasala and Annette Vasala 

Sandy Schaefer ----------------------------------------------- in memory of Scott Schaefer 

Beulah Parsons ------------------------------------------------ in memory of Gene Parsons 

Pat Ward ------------------------------------------------------------------ in honor of our family 

Words to chorus of choir anthem, He Lives!  

Please join on last chorus. 

He lives! He lives! 

Christ Jesus lives today! 

He walks with me and talks with me 

along life's narrow way. 

He lives! He lives! 

Salvation to impart 

He's risen and I know He lives, 

He lives within my heart!  
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Resurrection of Our Lord 
Easter Sunday, March 31, 2024 

Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. With 
Mary Magdalene, we may feel astonished and confused, unsure of what to make 
of the empty tomb. But this is why we gather: to proclaim, witness, praise, and 
affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s death and resurrection. In word and feast, 
we celebrate God’s unending love, and depart to share this good news with all 
the world. Alleluia! 
 
Welcome to Worship at Bethany!  
Please fill out a blue communication card if you are: visiting; have prayer 
requests; have contact information changes or other information for the office.  
(Cards are available on the bookcase inside the sanctuary door or ask an usher.) 
Please place it in the offering plate at the time of the offering. If you have no 
congregational home in this area, we invite you to consider Bethany! 

The “Kids’ Korner” is our current alternative to a nursery.  This section of the 
narthex is set up for kids to stay quietly occupied under their parent’s (or another 
adult’s) supervision. There is a speaker to hear the service. (Please ask an usher 
to check with sound booth if sound is not on.) 

The Order of Service – The bulletin is all-inclusive.  The readings and hymns 
are included in the order they occur in the service. 

Cover Image – Flowering crocus blooms in spring by Jacky Parker Photography. 

Copyright © 2022 Getty Images Plus via Getty Images. Used by permission.  

Music Permissions -- Setting 8 from Evangelical Lutheran Worship is reprinted 
with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
# SAS103348. Hymns are reprinted with permission under One License #A-
711823. 

Readings for 2nd Sunday of Easter, April 7 

Acts 4:32-35 
Psalm 133 
1 John 1:1--2:2 
John 20:19-31 
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You are invited to stand as you are able. 

GATHERING HYMN      Jesus Christ Is Risen Today ELW 365 

 
GREETING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed, alleluia! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE This Is the Feast ELW Setting 8 

 

 

continued on next page 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and 
has become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we 
share with Christ and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of 
eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

You may be seated 

GIFT OF MUSIC    He Lives! Bethany Choir, Claudia Simpson-Jones 
The assembly is invited to join in on the last chorus – words are on page 2 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

DISMISSAL OF CHILDREN TO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

FIRST READING  Acts 10:34-43 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread 
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throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by 
the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in 
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but 
God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people 
but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with 
him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the 
dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

Word of God. Word of Life.   Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24 
 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
 14The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation. 
 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 
 16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 
 17I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.  
 18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death. 
 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
 20“This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter.” 
 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation.  
 22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
 23By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 24This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I 
proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2through 
which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I 
proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain. 
 3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that 
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Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was 
buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of 
whom are still alive, though some have died. 7Then he appeared to James, then 
to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to 
me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his 
grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any 
of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether 
then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 

Word of God. Word of Life.   Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Alleluia ELW Setting 8 

 
 

The holy gospel according to John, the 20th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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HOLY GOSPEL John 20:1-18 
1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 

to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she 

ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, 

and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 

know where they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and 

went toward the tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other disciple 

outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the 

linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, 

following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying 

there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 

wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached 

the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not 

understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples 

returned to their homes. 

 

 11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look 

into the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus 

had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, 

“Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my 

Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14When she had said this, she 

turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was 

Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 

looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have 

carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 

away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 

“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, 

because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to 

them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 

God.’ ” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the 

Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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You may be seated. 

SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY     Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia ELW 364 

 
 

 
refrain on facing page 
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

You may be seated for the prayers. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

Each petition ends, God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, be with you always.  
And also with you.  

We share a sign of peace with those around us. 
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OFFERING / ANNOUNCEMENTS  

You are invited to stand as you are able. 

OFFERTORY HYMN   Come to the Table ELW 481 
 

 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Risen One, 
you call us to believe and bear fruit. 
May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. 
Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 
Amen. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ is made known to us 
in the breaking of the bread. 
Come and eat at God’s table. 
 
COMMUNION  

Be seated until ushers direct you to the altar. All are welcome at Holy 
Communion. The Lord invites us to come. If you would like a gluten-free option, 
hold up your index finger when the pastor serves the bread. Red wine is 
available from the outer part of the communion tray. White grape juice is 
available in the center of the communion tray. Come and be filled with God’s 
grace! 
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LAMB OF GOD ELW Setting 8 
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COMMUNION HYMN   Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! ELW 377 
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COMMUNION HYMN   I Know that My Redeemer Lives ELW 619  
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You are invited to stand as you are able 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Shepherding God, 
you have prepared a table before us 
and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The God of resurrection power, 
the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN       The Day of Resurrection ELW 361 

 
 
 

Dismissal 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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March 31, 2024 

Resurrection of Our Lord 
Easter Sunday 

Bethany Pastor: Janeen Smith 

Pastor’s Email: neenigal@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Mobile Phone: 253.209.5774 (text or call) 

Administrative Assistants:  Kristi Fandrich, Wendy Smitherman, Andrew Vert  

Administrative Email:   BethanyLCOffice@gmail.com 

Office Hours This Week: Tues. – Thurs. 9:30 AM –1:30 PM 

Office Phone: 253.847.8801 

Financial Secretary Email: bethanyfinancesecretary@gmail.com 

On the web:  www.bethany-l-c.org  

On Facebook: Bethany Lutheran Church Group 

YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/@BethanyLutheranChurchSpanawayW  

Pianist/Choir Director: Claudia Simpson-Jones 

Custodian: Kirk Goddard 

Assisting at Worship Today 

Altar Guild: Lisa Olson  

Greeters & Ushers:  Steve & Lynda Duncan 

Scripture Reader: Karen Andrascik 

Intercessory Prayers: Rick Ward 

Video: Wendy Smitherman 

Sound: Kerry Harris 

Vocalists: Bethany Choir 
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