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Bells
Announcements
Prelude

“My Tribute”. Andrae Crouch, Arr. Philip Keveren

Call to Worship

Heather Tower

One: Be glad, lift up your voice, rejoice in God’s faithful presence.
Raise shouts of joy to the ruler of all nations.
All: Our hearts are filled with gladness and our lips with joyful songs.
We join together to magnify God’s holy name.
One: God is gathering us from many different places.
Those in need are welcomed and renewed.
All: God is with us and cares for our needs.
God lifts us up and saves us from our troubles.
One: Let us give thanks for God’s healing and restoration.
Let us respond in faith and follow Christ with joy.
All: We will bless our Redeemer with words of praise,
With thankfulness we will walk in God’s ways.
*Hymn

O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

*Gathering Prayer

Heather Tower

Faithful God, your ways are wonderful beyond our understanding. We come before you now
in need of the knowledge and energy you alone can provide. When our strength is spent, our
vision clouded, and our hope gone, you reach out to us with compassion and grace. We take
heart to think that you are calling us to yourself, opening our eyes to see your wonders,
restoring us to fullness of life, and allowing us to walk with you. We want to be a part of your
faithful community in a world that too often loses sight of the holy. Lead us in your true way.
Amen.
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, reign without end. Amen, amen.
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Scripture
Jeremiah 31:7-9

Heather Tower

For thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the
nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel.”
8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts
of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great
company, they shall return here. 9 With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead
them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not
stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.
Mark 10:46-52

Rosemary Dawson

46 They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho,
Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47 When he heard that it
was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
48 Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of David, have
mercy on me!” 49 Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they called the blind man, saying
to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” 50 So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came
to Jesus. 51 Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to
him, “My teacher, let me see.” 52 Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.”
Immediately he gained his sight and followed him on the way.
Special Music

“Because He Lives”. William & Gloria Gather, Arr Philip Keveren
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Sermon

Oh, I See

How good are your eyes? For many of us wearing glasses has been a part of our lives for most of our
lives. We have gone from mild, singular prescriptions, to bifocals, trifocals, progressive lenses and oh,
just forget it! And as much as glasses are a bane and a blessing we all would acknowledge it is better
than blindness.
Our Scripture reading for today is all about blindness. Jesus and his disciples are leaving the town of
Jericho and pass by a blind man named Bartimaeus. His life has been reduced to begging because in
that society, not only was there no ‘social safety net’ but blindness was seen as a condemnation from
God. So there, Bartimaeus sits, on the edge of the road, outside of the city, away from his community,
and sidelined from God’s people. All he can do is beg for a bit of mercy from those who pass by on
their way to the Jerusalem.
And that is where he finds Jesus, or rather Jesus finds him. A crowd was passing by, all pilgrims on
their way to celebrate the Passover. And in their midst, he learns, Jesus is among them. Here was a
man who was known for his compassion and for his miraculous works. And so Bartimaeus reaches for
the one hope he has. Above the din of the crowds he cries out ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on
me!’ Many people, including perhaps other beggars on the side of the road, tried to silence him. After
all, crying out like that would force others to notice the broken and rejected in their midst. But
Bartimaeus was even more adamant and shouted out louder, just so Jesus wouldn’t miss him.
And Jesus didn’t. Do you think it was the ruckus that drew Jesus’ attention? Or was it Bartimaeus’
words ‘Son of David, Mercy’? Bartimaeus may have been blind, but he saw Jesus a few had. Here was
God’s anointed, the coming King, the one who would bring in the reign of grace, who embodied God’s
covenant of love. Perhaps it was the hint of this insight that led Jesus to call him near, to engage him
and hear his heart. As he did with James and John, he asks Bartimaeus “What do you want me to do
for you.”
Now, you would think that it would be obvious; but again, it’s not necessarily about eyeballs, often
what we truly want is more than skin deep. And I have to wonder if that really is what Bartimaeus
wanted, because when he went to Jesus’ side he left his cloak behind. That cloak was his sole
possession – his coat, his bed, his umbrella, his ‘beggar’s bowl’, and his identification card.
Behind Bartimaeus’ simple request for sight was much more that 20/20 vision. It would mean for him
a new life. He would be restored to health yes, but also he would be restored to his family, to a fruitful
career, to a community, and most of all to a place among the people of God, to a full relationship with
God. Bartimaeus is asking for it all. He wants, in the deepest sense, to be made whole. Not just
undimmed eyes, but an unburdened spirit, and an unlimited life too. In the Hebrew mind it is all the
same; healing, wholeness, restoration, salvation, redemption. All one word, all one thought, all one
desire, all one mercy.
It is something Jesus gladly gives to this man, or rather simply affirms. “Go on, your faith has made
you well”. Bartimaeus has all he desires and more. Immediately he gains his sight, but does he then
go, as in go away? Oh, no. He goes instead with Jesus, following him on the way. He follows Jesus,
all the way to Jerusalem, to the temple, to the garden and even to the cross. He just kept following -- all
the way. Bartimaeus sees clearly enough to become a true disciple.
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And that is the point Mark has been trying to make throughout his gospel. What does it look like to
follow this man named Jesus? When we look at this Jesus what do we see, and how to we respond? Do
we see him as a prophet, a teacher, or as God’s chosen – our Savior and Lord? And when we come to
him, what do we seek? Health and well-being, peace and blessings, power and glory, or simply mercy
and grace. Whatever our reason, we come. We come because we know the One who hears our prayers
and answers us with mercy. We come in weakness, we come with hope, we come as we are. And
whether we are clear-sighted or still groping, Christ will lead us on his way.
Look, he’s calling you. Take heart and come. Amen.
*Hymn

O Christ the Healer We Have Come

Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
Loving God, we thank you and praise you today for all your mercy to us. We thank you for Jesus
Christ who came among us to heal us, bless us, and lead us in faith to you. We thank you for the
work of your Holy Spirit, who opens our eyes to your truth and our hearts to your grace. And so,
we come to you now, O God, with hope and trust, that you may restore us and guide us in your way.
We pray, for your church and for this congregation. Help us to see and name our truest needs. Meet
us with your mercy as we turn in faith to your life in Christ and give us the vision to follow him in
service to your world.
We pray for all leaders among us. Open their eyes and hearts to the great needs of humanity, and
lead them in the way that will bring restoration and well-being to all creation. We pray also for who
are crying out today. Grant your healing to the ill, your comfort to the sorrowful, and your aid to
the needy. We especially lift up… and we thank you for…
We praise you, Faithful God, for all your goodness to us, through Jesus Christ who taught us to
pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response

Remember Me

Offering
God is the One who heals, restores, and blesses, even beyond what we can see. Our offerings
express our praise and thanks. They are also meant to extend God’s blessings to those yet in need.
Let us dedicate our gifts in faith and hope.
Gracious and merciful God, we offer these gifts and our lives in gratitude for all we have received
in Christ. May they be used to meet the needs of all who cry out for mercy and to give expression to
the power and joy of the gospel, for the glory of Christ. Amen
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Doxology

(choose the one that is best for your faith)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all that Love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen
*Hymn

Come God, Creator, be our Shield

*Common Commission
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is
good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
* Benediction
Go now into the world
And may the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," shine in our hearts
to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
2 Corinthians 4:6 adj
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.
Postlude

“I Saw the Light”. Hank Williams, Arr. Philip Keveren

*****
music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker
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