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This book is organized into 10 chapterôs 

where each chapter serves a guild  

regarding a given differentiation       

strategy. There are six questions that  

are posed for each chapterôs strategy 

that will provide the reader with an     

overview of the strategy and how to     

implement it. The information contained 

herein is by no means exhaustive of all 

content available regarding the strategy 

and has been collected from various 

sources and authors in the field of       

education. All information regarding the 

original sources of the information    

contained herein can be found within a 

given section under resources. Thank 

you for your interest in differentiation 

and your willingness to go the extra mile 

for your students. I hope this book  

greatly contributes to your knowledge of 

ways to differentiate instruction in your 

classroom and adds to the success of 

your students in the future.   

-S.P. Henderson 
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In the field of education, there are many different 

types of centers. Some centers are content specific 

such as literacy centers or math centers and some 

are more general such as enrichment centers, skill 

centers, interest centers, etc. For operational        

purposes, we will consider that regardless of the  

preface, that the goal of the center is to promote 

learning. Hence we will use the definition of a     

learning center for operational purposes. Teacher         

Vision.com defines learning centers as ña               

self-contained section of the classroom in which    

students engage in independent and self-directed 

learning activities.ò  

 

Centers are only limited by ones own imagination. 

One of the best reasonôs to use centers is that you 

can literally create one for just about anything you 

are trying to teach. You have the creative freedom to 

design it however you choose. Another benefit of 

centers are that they allow students to rotate and        

become exposed to the same content in different 

ways. As a suggestion, use Gardnerôs Theory of  

Multiple Intelligences when designing your centers. 

This method ensures that there will be an activity  

enjoyed by each type of learner.   
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Centers can be used during a variety of time blocks 

throughout the day. Small groups of up to 7 students 

are typically used per center activity. Teachers        

implement content that they have recently taught or  

are currently teaching to promote independent     

practice during centers. Centers should only be used 

after the teacher has instructed students on what to 

do in each center. It is also helpful to attach             

instructions to each center activity in the event a     

student forgets what to do. One has observed many 

teachers using them effectively during their small 

group time. The centers allow teachers to focus on 

small groups and provide meaningful independent 

learning solutions for the other students to participate 

in until it is time for their small group session with the 

teacher.   

As mentioned on the previous page, there is no short 

list of center variety. Some of the most commonly 

used centers are math and literacy centers. In her   

article Differentiating Learning Centers, Cindy        

Middendorf gives the following example of centers: 

sentences in bags and touch and say letters.          
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In her article entitled Designing and Delivering  

Learning Center Instruction, Margaret King-Sears 

suggest  to ñconsider using selfïcheck and             

self-graphing items for centers that students can    

review for themselves and the teacher can peruse 

later in the day or week.ò Although there is no one       

prescribed method for assessing students in centers, 

being able to view the students work completed    

during centers is a good start to determining if a    

student has mastered a concept or not.  

 

¶ https://www.teachervision.com/learning-center/new-teacher/48462.html  

¶ http://www.tecweb.org/styles/gardner.html  

¶ http://mrsnelsonsclass.com/teaching-subjects/centers/kindergarten-literacy-

centers/   

¶ http://www.teachhub.com/differentiated-instruction-strategies-using-learning-

stations 

¶ http://www.vrml.k12.la.us/smbodin/LACUE_NECC/NECC09/centers/

readingcenters.htm 

¶ http://resources-for-differentiation.wikispaces.com/Learning+Centers 

¶ http://clutterfreeclassroom.blogspot.com/2012/10/mounted-listening-center-

coffee-clever.html 

¶ https://www.pinterest.com/libcml/reading-centers/ 

¶ http://www.realclassroomideas.com/144.html 

¶ http://asummerskindergarten.blogspot.com/2011/03/working-hard-at-literacy-

stations.html 

http://mrsnelsonsclass.com/teaching-subjects/centers/kindergarten-literacy-centers/
http://mrsnelsonsclass.com/teaching-subjects/centers/kindergarten-literacy-centers/
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According to the Art of Education.com,  

 A choice board is a graphic organizer that allows students to choose how they will               

 learn a concept. The choice board above has nine squares (there is no minimum or 

 maximum, however nine seems to be a good number). Inside each square is an          

 activity. Students can choose one or several activities to complete. Choice boards can 

 be organized so students need to finish one square before moving to the next, they can 

 be random, or can be organized in a specific way. The level of difficulty of the activities 

 can vary or stay consistent.  


