As we move to the Gospel of Matthew, 


we hear the other side of Mary's trauma, 


Joseph's.  

Joseph is undergoing some of the same issues as Mary, 


since they are betrothed to each other 


and we assume that Joseph is following the customs of his culture 



and getting married while still in his teens.  

So while preparing a home for his betrothed wife,

being married,


 but not having the physical union with Mary, 

and if we take Luke's version into account, 


having her go to her relatives suddenly for 3 months 



are all weighing on Joseph's heart and mind.  

All of this is again, 


during the unsteady times of Herod the Great.

Unfortunately for Joseph, 


the next step is not an angel showing up and saying, 



“Do not be afraid.”  

The next layer of chaos 


is a discovery, 


a Eureka moment, 


the Greek word being “Eurisko.”  

Troubling for Joseph 


is the description of finding out that Mary was pregnant, 


rather than being told by Mary that she was pregnant.  

Both would be hard to swallow, 


but it is usually better to hear it from the person 


rather than find out that they have known for some time 



and have not told you.  

Now, 


my timeline could be off, 



since God never felt the need to clarify the birth narratives.  

Mary could have left for Elizabeth's after Joseph found out,


 and then returned 3 months later after Joseph's dreams.  

But I am running with the earlier option.  


Joseph discovered the pregnancy after Mary returned.

But how would you tell such a thing? 


I have unfortunately met with couples 



where marital unfaithfulness was involved.  


Very seldom has the offending party 



been the one to break it to their partner.  

So what is already a hard conversation 


does not get any easier with the Holy Spirit coming upon Mary.  

Mainly because 


there is no historical precedent.  

If she tried to tell the truth, 


the truth was so much bigger than anything Joseph seemed ready to accept, 



that it would just hurt more.  

So we have a Joseph, 


who has a clock ticking down to a decision.  



What is he going to do?  

His betrothal lasts a year, 


at which time he will be expected to consummate the marriage.  

Right now, 


the process to separate from Mary is a full legal divorce.  



A divorce that would leave Mary disgraced, 




no support, 





and a newborn child to feed.  

Then there is that line that seems like a character builder, 


but is actually a significant hurdle at this point.  



Joseph being a righteous man.  

Righteousness in scripture 


means you are faithful to all your relationships, 



especially to God and God's law.  

Joseph is in the midst of a conundrum that many people, 


including pastors get wrong.  

That conundrum is, 


“What are your priorities?  


How are they ranked?”  

We need to have that clear in our lives, 


otherwise they will come into conflict 



and we will have to choose in the moment 




when we are not thinking clearly.  

Joseph has been faithful to God and God's law.  

Joseph has been faithful to fellow humans, 


especially his wife Mary.  

God's law says, 


in the 10 commandments, 



“You shall not commit adultery.”   

Leviticus 20:10 


prescribes a death sentence for the adulterer and adulteress.  

On the other hand, 


in his betrothal, 



Joseph made vows to love, 



care for, 



and support Mary.  


So which one holds the day?

We hear that Joseph decides the closest thing he can come to 


while keeping everything in proper balance, 



is to let Mary go quietly.  

This follows the current procedure for adultery, 


in issuing a divorce.  

But by doing it quietly, 


Joseph has not added extra shame upon Mary 


and tried to give her a step towards redemption for the years of life ahead.  

Joseph has also maintained his righteousness.  


He did that in following God's rule first, 



before humanities customs.  

But another aspect of righteous people 


is that they are willing to take a shame upon themselves 


that they do not own.  

That is part of what is involved in being a follower of Yahweh.  


Not only being responsible for your actions, 


but being willing to take some of the weight of your neighbors burden as well.  

If Joseph wanted to clear his name, 


he would have made a spectacle of Mary right away.

As Joseph comes to this conclusion 


of how to best deal with Mary's new found pregnancy, 

Joseph is visited by an angel in a dream.  

Joseph has been wrestling with a specific question, 


“How do I do your will Yahweh, 



with what has happened to Mary?”  


How do I honor you in all this?  

He had reached a sound decision.  


But now he gets the standard issue, 



“Do not be afraid.”  

But it is again, 


different. 



 It is addressing a specific fear.  


“Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife!”  

The angel of God 


tells what God has done 


and Matthew supplies the proof text Isaiah 7:14 



that demonstrate to Joseph how he can stay in the marriage with Mary 




and still place God 




and God's word first.

Now the question is, 


did the dream resolve the trauma?  

Joseph had a plan in the works


 that would have shut off the too much, 



too fast.  


It would have limited the too much, 



too fast for Joseph.  

But Joseph gives us a reality that we often don't want to face.  


If we are to be obedient to God, 



we are going to suffer 



and walk through the trauma 




to the other side.  

In order for Joseph to be righteous after the dream, 


he is going to have to be by Mary's side for the next months 


waiting for a baby 



that is not his.  

He is going to have to stand up at his wedding 


with a pregnant bride 



that is not carrying his baby.  

Joseph is going to face more shame 


than if he would have followed his original plan.  

For this, 


Joseph gets very little credit.  

Obedient Joseph 


gets very little credit for his righteousness.  

We have sung every Christmas Hymn in our hymnal already today 



that mentions Joseph by name.  

That was just inviting him to sing with the Angels in our first hymn.  


Other than that, 



Joseph is not mentioned in our Christmas Hymns. 

That could be because 


Joseph has no speaking lines, 



at all, 



anywhere in scripture.  

So we could shallowly take from Joseph 


the cue to not say anything noteworthy as how to deal with trauma.  

Or we could dig a little deeper 


and see that every time Joseph is mentioned in Matthew's gospel, 

he is having a dream 


where an angel speaks to him, 



and he doesn't say anything about it.  


Instead, 



he goes right to action.  


He is obedient.  

In our passage today, 


he is told to wed Mary 


and wakes up, 


and takes Mary home as his wife.  

He refrained from consummating the marriage


 until after Jesus was born, 


and did the fatherly duty 



of giving him the name Jesus.  

In doing so, 


he changes Mary and Jesus' life.

In 2:14, 


when an angel visits him in a dream again, 



“He got up, 



took the child 




and his mother during the night 



and left for Egypt.”  

He doesn't even wait for daylight.  


He wakes up from sleep 



and commits to the action given to him in the dark.  

Two more messengers bring Joseph, Mary, 


and Jesus back to Israel 



and then lead them to withdraw to Galilee in Nazareth.  

No singing, 

no rejoicing, 

not even a speech from Joseph.  


Just doing.  


Just OJ, 



Obedient Joseph.

Now Joseph is aptly named to dream, 


as he follows in the footsteps of his predecessor 



and has dreams that save Israel 



and lead them to 




and then out of Egypt.  

But he started 


by being having his highest allegiance to God the Father, 


then to his family, 


then to his role as worker and citizen.  

We see these playing out over the next couple of chapters 


as he goes to Egypt and back again.  

But can you see how wrong this story would go 


if Joseph had these in the wrong order?  

If he doesn't take Mary as his wife?  

Or if he does, 


he ignores the call to go to Egypt, 



because he has his business to get back to?  

Or they just got established in Egypt 


and made some good neighbors, 



why move back now?  

If Joseph has his needs or desires before God's, 


the story goes awry.

But Joseph has the highest 


and clearest calling in good order. 

So he is able to navigate a beginning of a family 


that upsets my stomach to think about, 



as it would just be too much, 



too fast for me right now.  

But I have been struggling to keep my priorities in order, 


to spend the time in prayer 


and meditating on scripture 



that would ease those burdens.  

But as Ecclesiastes says, 


“Remember your Creator in the days of your youth,



 before the days of trouble come.”  

Joseph had the foundation 

and tools in place 


to react well when the storm came.

The other piece that Joseph had going for him, 


was to trust in the abilities of God, 


to believe that the Holy Spirit could do such a thing.  

The angels told him the Holy Spirit impregnated Mary 


and he believed that explained how Mary became pregnant.  

Mary might have tried to tell him before, 


but when it was confirmed, 



something that was impossible by man alone 




became a reality to Joseph.  

As he realized God's way of communicating with him, 


his reaction time increases through the four interactions.  



Even as the issues are not as life and death at the end.  

Joseph is still bringing the decisions of the family 


before God 


and having the Spirit help make decisions 



on how to best fulfill God's will.  

Even if it means a harder life, 


or moving again.  

Joseph has seen that God has only good intended for him 


and his desire to follow God.  
May we be as responsive as well, 


trusting that God has good for us in store 


and being obedient when God shows us a step to take.  

Because God is with us!  


And Jesus will save us from ourselves, 



from our own sins.  


Just as his name proclaims.
