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Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Since 1991
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common
interest in keeping cage birds in captivity. To educate
members and the general public in the best care, keeping
maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird
conservation.

Saturday September 28, 2013
Lyons Ranch Field Trip
There will be NO General Meeting on
Thursday, September 26, 2013
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We especially need
suggestions for 2014.
Thank you!
Newsletter Editor

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN OUR NEWSLETTER?

Place an Early Bird Ad Today!
3 lines free to current RECBC members & 4 or more lines for only $5.00
Non-members pay a low $5.00 fee for 3 lines, 4 or more for only $10.00.
All ads must be a reasonable size OR
Check out our reasonable Commercial Ad sizes and prices!

COMMERCIAL RATES
Business card - $5/mo or $50/yr
1/2 page - $10/mo or $100/yr
Full page - $20/mo or $200/yr

Please mail commercial and early bird
ads by deadline Sunday after the
General Meeting.
RECBC - Newsletter
PO BOX 6232
Santa Rosa, Ca., 95406
or email: dshore@shorebirds.biz for
Commercial Ads and glenti@comcast.net
for Early Bird Ads.

RECBC, the officers, the publication and it’s
staff assume no responsibility for claims of
advertisers in the publication or for the quality of goods and/or services the advertisers provide.
Persons with substantial claims against publication advertisers may submit them to the Editors.

2

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Advertising, Publicity and
Membership
Donna Shore (707) 585-7524
dshore@recbc.net

PRESIDENT
George Lentini (14)
(707) 528-1065
glenti@comcast.net

AFA Delegates
Bev Mager (707) 795-8804

VICE PRESIDENT
Earl McEnaney (15)
(707) 869-1229
stewball4@comcast.net

Club Librarian
Cheryl Cattan

SECRETARY
Chloe Jane Baskin (15)
(707) 823-1675
shelterescue@gmail.com

Hospitality
Carolyn Rawlinson (707) 778-9269
Newsletter Editor
George Lentini (707) 528-1065
glenti@comcast.net

TREASURER
Linda Karnstedt (14)
(707) 566-1366
Linda.karnstedt@medtronic.com

Photography
Chloe Baskin

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE

Raffle
Cheryl Cattan (707) 664-8965

Cheryl Cattan (14)
(707) 664-8965
1goldfishcc@gmail.com

Outreach Program
Earl McEnaney & George Lentini

Donna Shadowens (15)
(415) 254-1711
donnarose09@gmail.com

Website
Jackie Turner
Welcoming Table
Bev Mager

Calendar of Events
September 28 - Lyons Ranch
October 24th - Pride Night, Halloween theme and photographer
November 21st - Holiday potluck party
December - No Meeting
January - TBD Suggestions are appreciated.
February - TBD Suggestions are appreciated.
March - TBD Suggestions are welcome.
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LYON FAMILY RANCH
Saturday, September 28, 2013
Time of event is 12:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
You must be on time.
The gates will be locked at 12:30 noon.
This is a MEMBER ONLY event. No guests.
You must be 18 or over to participate.
This is due to there being some wild animals on the
property and it may not be safe for a younger person.
Members are required to bring a bag lunch.
The Club will supply bottled water. If you would like
something different to drink, please bring your own.
ADDRESS AND DIRECTIONS REMOVED

Parking is limited, carpooling is
recommended - See page 6 for suggestions.
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CARPOOLING SUGGESTIONS
For those living South of Santa Rosa, it is suggested you
meet at the Animal Care Center at 10:45 a.m.
Please remember to park in the back row.
For those living North of Santa Rosa, it is suggested you
meet at George Lentini’s house at 10:45 a.m.
436 Lincoln Street
Santa Rosa, 95401
If you are the only one at the suggested location at
10:45 a.m.
YOU ARE NOT OBLIGATED TO WAIT .
SO
PLEASE BE ON TIME.
Again I want to emphasize that there is limited parking at
the Ranch.
Questions please call Linda Karnstedt at (707) 529-1243
Or
George Lentini at (707) 528-1065
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Birdkeeping Naturally
EB Cravens
August ‘13
“Why Would a Pet Bird Want to Be a Breeder Bird if Given the
Chance?”
Most of the aviculturists I know are familiar with former handfed
pet psi acines that, even a er years of trial, have absolutely no interest in breaking their a achment to humans and becoming breeder
birds. Regardless of teir apparent ill ease or outright discontent in their
living situa on, such birds frequently cannot make the connec on between needing aﬀec on and obtaining it from another parrot! Such is
one unfavorable side eﬀect of the whole domes c hand feeding procedure.
But, what about the other side of the coin?
What about those psi acines which, as they fully mature, begin to
exhibit very strong tendencies towards going to nest and breeding oﬀspring? Even the most well-adjusted companion parrots can evolve to
the point where reproduc ve expression becomes the primary need in
their lives. The logical first ques on is why?
Even at the earliest stages of nursery life, certain young psi acines
may exhibit powerful wild-ins nc ve characteris cs. We presently
have an eighteen-week-old amazon parrot hen that is surely des ned
to be paired up with a male and given a more natural bird life than
would be available in a home pet situa on. Zinnia is the surprise first
chick (birthed in a training box) of a young and extremely precocious
pair of yellow fronts. She was a re cent feeder from the first and never
became aﬀec onate towards me—most likely because I was the one
who occasionally opened her box to clean it out, and also was the one
who li ed her up for the first me and removed her from the dark security of her parents nes ng chamber. If a parrot can have resentment
from a perceived trauma, then Zinnia is a likely candidate. She learned
to accept cup formula from April a er a few days and promptly became a “lady’s bird.”
She also was one of those fledglings that had what we call a “hard
mouth.” That is, she would pinch us on the neck or arm and preferred
to do ba le with fingers rather than submit to being preened a lot. We
worked on it, and such habits slowly improved. We even held her back
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a few weeks before introducing her from the house to the outside
aviaries nearby the other amazons, in hopes that her wildness would
calm appreciably and not be intensified by being next to those calling,
flying, displaying adult parrot pairs.
But at 16 weeks of age, it was overdue me finally to take Zinnia out
during days to play in a tree-planted flight near her parents’ aviary.
Just as I predicted to April, she immediately took to the natural surroundings, began calling loudly, decided it would be fun to fly at me
when I went in to feed, and regressed in her gentleness socializa on
with April.
Within ten days, it was apparent to us that this li le girl was not
going to be a good candidate for a companion pet home and we let her
sleep nights outside in her flight with the sounds of the woods and the
wind and the rain to encompass her.
This was a bird that had been socialized by humans for over three
months! If passed on to a family or even a single woman, Zinnia would
likely have fallen into a circle of changed owners when she decided to
show her spirit and wild ins ncts; and I foresaw a life that might evolve
into instability and unhappiness. Zinnia was going to be introduced to
another male yellow front here at The Perfect Parrot and given a life as
a more normal hookbill--not with the inten on of breeding, mind,
simply as a poten al long-term friendship.
It is not always easy for those who raise fledgling parrots to make
such a decision about especially savvy birds that observably show what
I call “an -domes c” or “an -pet” quali es. Produc on aviculture is
o en geared towards selling into the pet trade. Yet, with all the facts
we now know about re-homed and unwanted psi acines, it behooves
the conscien ous breeder to keep an open mind when assessing
whether certain birds in their care, in fact will likely not make great
pets regardless of con nued training. With Zinnia and the right owner,
of course, it could always change. But the responsibility lies with us;
and we are not willing to merely pass on a rambunc ous, nippy amazon parrot to someone else in hopes of them finding a solu on.
In conclusion: One might ask how can a highly sexual psi acine be
fully bonded to a human being? It cannot. It may go through the moons of certain friendships and sexual rituals. It may want to allopreen
sexually and inter-feed and prepare for copula on with its perceived
closest companion. But in the end all the warmth and closeness and
sexuality are mere subs tu ons ins gated by the parrot in an a empt
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to fill the void of not having a suitable mate with which to raise a family.
Thinking of a human as its “mate” is a dead end of sorts for both a
parrot and the object of its a en on. The bird cannot evolve towards a
natural outcome of aﬀec ons and will be unable to consummate the
urges promp ng the false bonding. It may even turn to self abuse, aggression, or other dysfunc onal behavior when it begins to come to
the conclusion that something is not right.
It behooves us as owners to recognize those parrots that actually
would prefer to be breeder birds, or at least birds living happily with
their own kind…
Aloha nui loa, EB

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I want to thank everyone who help make this event
possible. A big Thank You goes to Donna Shadowens for
organizing the food and Cheryl Cattan for the raffle table.
The food was great and plentiful and the raffle table was overflowing with items. I hope no one went home hungry and empty
handed.
Because of this successful event we were able to donate
$550.00 (Admission fee) to Safari West Foundation for their Educational Programs and the Raffle brought in $344.00 for our club.
We sincerely thank the Safari West Staff for
accommodating our members and their guest.
Any suggestions for 2014 Meetings? Please email me your suggestions at glenti@comcast.net or by mail. Please see page 2,
Letters to the Editor.
Thank You….George
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REFRESHMENTS
We all like to snack at our meetings.
Bring that bag of cookies or chocolate that you’re afraid
to keep at home - and let your
fellow club members gain the pounds!
The range of last names to bring snacks will be
S-Z will be for October 24th 2013.
We will no longer bring sodas just water.
Thank you.

In Home Bird Sitting Service
(707) 585-7524 or email
Donna Shore at dshore@recbc.net
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Tupperware Fundraiser for our Club
Tupperware is proud to partner with local
organizations to help fund vital programs in
your community. WITH NO INVESTMENT
and minimal effort, organizations receive
40% of the proceeds from a Tupperware
Fundraiser.
Order Forms will be available at the
October Meeting.
There are selected items in the Fundraising
catalogue that can be purchased for the
club to receive the 40%.
To see the entire Tupperware line go to
My2.tupperware.com/bamrickware
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THE FEATHER FARM, INC

RECBC Members Receive
10 % off on Bird Food, Cages and Supplies
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General Meeting Place

Animal Care Center
6470 Redwood Drive
Rohnert Park, Ca.
Behind Red Lobster and Olive Garden
Take RP Expressway Exit from 101
4th Thursday of the month
Meetings begin promptly @ 7:00 P.M.

Support our additional Sponsors!
Please show your membership card prior to purchase.
AVES OCCIDENTALS – Earl McEnaney (707) 869-1229.
Call for availability/prices. 25% discount on hand-fed baby
birds to all RECBC members.
The Bird Exchange & Honkey Donkey Farm.
5355 Hall Road, Santa Rosa, Ca. 95401
Phone: (707) 575-0433
10% discount on cages and supplies only to RECBC members.
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RAFFLE
A big THANK YOU to all the members that
brought items for the raffle.
Remember...they don’t have to be bird related
or new - just in clean, usable condition
♦One man’s junk is another man’s treasure
♦We like re-gifting, so help us out
♦This is one of the clubs’ main resource of
♦funds Your dues only pay for a small
♦fraction of club expenses

TREASURER REPORT
INCOME

August

Membership
Special Events (Safari raffle)

$
$

162.00
344.00

Income Total:

$

506.00

$
$
$
$
$
$

134.02
46.00
78.75
74.28
110.81
443.86

$

550.00

EXPENSES
Newsletter Printing
Newsletter Postage
Membership/Directory - misc
Apple Fair expenses
Special Events (Safari West)
Expense Total:
Donation to Safari West Wildlife
Foundation

Beginning Bank Balance:
15

$ 4,811.57

MINUTES OF THE BOARD
AUGUST 22, 2013
PRESENT: Chloe Baskin, Linda Karnstedt. George Lentini, Donna
Shadowens
The meeting was brought to order at 7:05 pm. July Minutes were read
and approved.
A reminder: We are invited to Lyon Ranch on September 28th – members only (no kids under 18). Carpooling is suggested as parking spaces
are limited - look for carpooling locations in the September issue of
your Newsletter. THERE WILL BE NO REGULAR MEETING THIS MONTH.
October meeting will be Pride Night – bring you birdies and a big
smile!
November meeting will be our annual Thanksgiving Pot Luck.
No meeting in December.
It was mentioned that George and Kim from Safari West did not have
an opportunity to speak during our visit. George emphasized that
many folks who attended did not have a lot of information about our
Club or about Safari West. The turnout was very good, however, and
many folks commented on how much they enjoyed the tours. We will
take a vote as to who will want to attend next year.
A special “THANKS” to Donna for her efforts in purchasing the food
items and putting together a wonderful table.
Donna suggested that we serve finger food next year before the
meal, as everyone was very hungry by 7:00p.m.
A special “Thank You” to all the members who assisted at the Apple
Fair. It was a big success!
We discussed the bird calendar that Donna and Larry B. are going to
put together as a fundraiser for the club. Bring photos of your birds to
the October meeting, and Donna will tell us more about the particulars of putting together the calendar.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by Chloe Baskin
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ATTENTION MEMBERS
Discounts for Members...on food, treats and toys…
At the November Potluck Meeting, the club will have Nuts,
Harrison's Zupreem, Roudybush food, Piñata's for sale at a
discount prices for members. All nuts are organic and in
the shell...You are welcome to email Donna Shadowens at
donnarose09@gmail.com for more information.
In order to get a really good price on all these products for
our birds, if we purchase in bulk the price goes way
down...let me know what brand and amount you want and
I will get our members the best rate.
Almonds. .
Brazil Nuts. .
Hazelnuts. .
Walnuts. ..

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

$5.00 per lb
$7.00 per lb
$5.00 per lb
$6.00 per lb

Zupreem, specify the type and size, either 1 lb or 5lbs
Harrison's Course, Fine or High Potency; 1 lb, 5 lbs or 25 lbs
Roudybush, specify the type; rice, nibbles or special type
Piñata's.
.
.
.
.
.
$8.00 each

Name: _________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________
Type of Nuts:__________________

Quantity________

Type of Nuts:__________________

Quantity________

Type of Nuts:__________________

Quantity________

Type of Nuts:__________________

Quantity________

Piñata's: How many? ___________
Harrison's: Course, Fine or High Potency; 1 lb, 5 lbs or 25 lbs
Roudybush: Rice, Nibbles or special type.
Zupreem: Type _________Size_________ 1 lb or 5 lbs
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NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE
This information will be
published in the directory
unless otherwise noted.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common interest in keeping cage birds
in captivity. To educate members and the general public in the best care, keeping
maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird conservation.
Household

Individual

Sr. Household (60+)

Sr. Individual (60+)

Jr. - Under 17

$32.00

$27.00

$27.00

$22.00

$22.00

Membership dues are paid annually. If you have any questions about your dues,
contact Donna Shore (707) 585-7524.

Circle type of membership:

New

Renewal

Name:
Address:
City: _________________ State: _______

Zip Code: ________

Phone Numbers:
Email Address:
Payable to: Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club

Pet/Breeder

Pet/Breeder

P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P

P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P

B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B

Amazons
African Parrots
Budgies
Canaries
Cockatiels
Cockatoos
Conures
Doves
Eclectus
Finches
Game birds

B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B

Grasskeets
Lories/Lorikeets
Lovebirds
Macaws
Parrotlets
Pionus
Ringnecks
Rosellas
Australian Parakeets
Other

Mail to: Membership, RECBC, PO Box 6232, Santa Rosa, CA 95406
We often need help with various functions for the club (i.e. bird mart/expo/fair, toymaking party, silent auction, outreach program, picnic, etc.) Would you be interested
and willing to get involved and participate on occasion? Do you have any specialized
talents that you might like to volunteer? Please let us know!
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Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Since 1991

REMINDER
Check your mailing
address label for
renewal date.
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