Proper 17 C

Gt. Luke 14:1, 7-1¢
August 28, 2016

Gt. (zeorge’s Bolton
Fr. Chris

Humility

“For a3/l Wwho exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who
humble themselves will be exafted.”

Before ] begin, let me offer up my Credentials. J am ohe of the
most humble people you will ever meet, SO J Khow whereof ]
speak. When I 0ok at other folks, T think to myself, “I'm more
humble thah they are!” T have a lifetime Of experience being
humble.

And let me tell You, I have much to be humble about! T am
proud of my humility. T am so humble, that both the pie ahd oil
compahies have asked to put my face on their products! (That
would be the Humble Pie Compahy anhd the Humble Qil
Companhy of Texas] I am so humble, I have renamed my condo,
“my Humble Abode.”

Someone recently quoted for me a wise statement the former
Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir once made: “Don’t be
humble, you're not that great!” But if we're going to quote
famous people, I feel the same way as Muhammad Ali, as he
once said, ‘“When you're 3s gréat as I am, /t’s hard to be
humble.”Truly, I Can speak from experience on this one, /s a
/ot OF Work being humbler

My protestations and false humility aside, Jesus teaches us an
important |[esson this morhing: ‘gdon’t think more Highly of



yourself£ than you réally are.” Humility is always appropriate
because all we have, our gifts, our talents, our treasure, our
opportunities, are all gifts and grace from God. What we have
accomplished, we have accomplished through ahd beCause of
God. We heed to give God the Credit when we Start to feel as
though it is all our doing! Because it is all but by the Grace of
GOd: every breath we take. Being humble merely aCknowledges
the truth, and it is always best to live truthfully.

Humility is taking a measure of the truth anhd seeing yourself as
you really are: uccerly dependent upon (od, minute by minute.
We might like to think otherwise, but to our own peril.

Living with humility is @ good thing. When you Claim
responsibility for your success, others will hold you hot only
accountable for the flaws in your success, but also for your
Failures. Pride is a heavy mantle to Carry about. Jt is SO heavy it
Cah completely crush you.

The advice in today’s Gospel seems t0 make sense: Don’t put
yourself inh a place of embarrassment by Claiming the better
seat Or reward until You Khow you have egrpedit. Even then,
ohe might wonder, is it worth it to Claim Credit in your own
pride? Better tO take the [Ow seat, and then to be asked to
move up higher. Better to be safe thah shamed and sorry.
Mahy people may try to humble you, but only you Cah allow
yourself to be pumiliated

The only pride we should have in our accomplishments is the
satisfaction that we did our best and that the journey to the
g0al was a rewarding and satisfYing one that fulfills our
purpose in life.



We may worry about who gets to sit at the head table at a
bahquet, or how Cclose we are Sitting to the bride ahd groom at
a wedding Ceremony, but such concerns are fiCkle and very
Flawed: indiCators Of a fragile ego and likely, very [ow self
esteem t0 heed such temporal indiCators of your worth. IS it
really worth @ Competition to show how important you are by
how Close you are sitting to the wedding couple? Should you
really feel sligshted, since after all, You were jpvited o be
there? But Jesus is talking about a ot more thah saving
yourself ah embarrassment at some testimonial or wedding
dinhner, isnt he? Humility is a quality that is held up for us
throughout the SCriptures, With many references to it in the
Old ahd New Testaments.

Why, do you suppose, is humility SO important?

Jesus spoke volumes about humility in word and by how He
presented Himself to us, literally in his deeds. How He
presented Himself reveals the hature of God the Father also.
If God cah be humble, what business do we have being proud?

Pride goeth before the fall. Pride is the root of much evil. Qur
society exalts ego and pride. Tt rewards pride with success.
[LoOK at who we think gre successful: movie stars and
politiCians because they are in People Magazine and in the
press. Tt is appropriate that the N.Y. Times had a headline
recently, Calling onhe politiCiah, “Drunk on His Own Notoriety.”
(1t was written gbout the actor Vincent Cassel from a French
Filt that Came out in 2010- ahd hot about Donald Trump!]

Pride grows out Of a fear we are hot good enough. But God
made eaCh ohe Of us and we greeach one of us good enough
for GGod! Tt may take a While to come around to believing that
truth, but this is a truth, if we come to aCccept it, WhiCh Cah
heal us of the disease of pride.



False humility is especCially troubling. Humility in like a pair Of
unhderwear: if it’s showing, it’s really hot appropriate. It is
comical. It is a mask worh to defend against further
humiliation. Tt is ah admission our pride is hot justified.

How about wounded pride...or as we sometimes Call it shame.
This happens when you learh something you believed in the
imagination of your mind to be true about yourself /s not true,
and never will be true about yourself. Wounded pride often
fractures friendships and even family bonds. e suppose that
wounded pride entitles us to dismiss the offending party from
our lives, even if doing so is hot that easy. IS such pride worth
separating us from friends and family, as it often does in real
practice? This Kihd of pride comes at a high cost. How many
broken relationships fell ViCtim to unforgiving pride over some
small slight we have maghified into a Cause-Celeb to alienate
Oour affections from others?

The author of ECClesiasticus Said: “How can aust and ashes
be prouad?... The beginning of human pride is to Forsake the
Lord: the heart has withdrawn £From its maker. For the
beginning of pride is sih and the one Who Clings to it pours out

abominations.”
[Ecclesiasticus 10:7-18)

Entitlement and her Children are among these abominations.
Pride, which separates you from God and other mortals, is an
abomination fertile for all sorts Of Sin. Feeling as though you
are better thah others or deserve speCial treatment beCause
Of Your supposed status, iS hot only foolish, but it is eVil.

We are but dust- a 8rain Of sahd as on the beach. AsS the
author of ECClesiastiCus said, ‘how can aust and ashes be



proud?’ \\Je are onhe of billions Of stars in the sky, and one Of
billions of grains of sahd on the beach. Yet God Khows us
intimately ahd |oves each ohe Of us. Every Sraih Of sand, every
Star is special ahd unhique to (zod, and ho better, ho worse, ahd
not [oved more thah anhy of the billions of others. God sent his
only Son into the world that this truth might be revealed to us.
And this is thetruth. And living with it Will set you free.

What, do you suppose, is important at the end of life in your

last days anhd hours? What do you think? Is it pride or truth? ]
don’t think we (ie on our death-beds, parsing out our ast few
breaths, while defending our pride. How can qust be proud?

Then there is the [Law Of GraVity: whHat goes up, must come
down. There is ho denying this law, and there is ho way around
it. The higher our human pride rises, the greater the fall back
t0 earth. Anhd ho matter how high the orbit we place ourselves
in, everyone of us is mortal, ahd unto earth and dust we must
return. That is the humbling truth.

The Psalmist said long ago: “ThHe sacrifice of God is d troubled
Spirit; 8 brokep and contrite heart, O God, you will hot
agespise. ...Behold, you [00K for truth deep within me and will
make me understand wisdom secretfy.” The Psalmist mapped
out a way to live in truth, which has beenh prayed down
through the Centuries, offering a humble heart instead Of a
proud, self-justifying heart; hot 3 heart that acts like an
entitled martyr instead Of a contrite and humble sinner. The
author of the Psalms was a humble personh, beCcause in many of
the Psalms he speaks the truth he has Come to see about
himself and his own life, a truth, Which when we are humble,
we Cah come to grasp with him.



Humility is important because when we are humble we live as
who we really are to our fullest potential and we are free of
the shacCkles of pride and vahity whiCh destroy hot only the
soul, but our relationships with other people. e live
authentically.

Why is humility so important? Because the truth is important.
Because knowing the truth in your head and in your heart is
Vital to your surVival ahd to the hew life you seek. Tt is Vital to
Khow whHoyou are and whHoseyou are. We don’t belong to
ourselves. In Baptism we belong to Christ Jesus.

To be humble is to know yourself ahd your gifts, but most
importantly, the source ahd reason for those gifts.

Hear the invitation to live humbly uttered by our [,ord:

Take my Yoke upon you and [earh £rom me, For J am gentle and
humble in heart and you will Find rest for your souls. For my
YOKe js e3sy and my burden is [igHt.” matthew 1:20 AMEN



