BOROUGH OF PITMAN

 COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES   

 SEPTEMBER 25, 2017

Call to Order

Time: 8:00 p.m.
Salute to the Flag/Moment of Silence 
Councilman Blass 

Open Public Meetings Act Statement ‑ Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, I hereby announce that adequate notice of this meeting has been provided by adopting a schedule of regular meetings for 2017, which was posted on the Borough Hall bulletin board, sent to the "South Jersey Times" and filed with the Municipal Clerk on January 7, 2017. 


Roll Call

Councilman Austin:  Present



Councilman Blass:  Present





Councilwoman Higbee:  Present



Council President Pierpont:  Absent  



Councilman Razze:  Absent



Councilwoman Rudley:  Present



Mayor Johnson:  Present



Borough Solicitor Alice:  Present 



Clerk O’Donnell:  Present

Approval of Minutes

Work Session, Formal Meeting, and Closed Formal Minutes of September 11, 2017

Motion:  Higbee




Second:  Rudley

Roll Call:

Councilman Austin:  Yes



Councilman Blass:  Yes





Councilwoman Higbee:  Yes



Council President Pierpont:  Absent  



Councilman Razze:  Absent



Councilwoman Rudley:  Yes



Mayor Johnson _____
Council Reports

Councilman Austin read the following report: 
McCowan Memorial Library
The Library Board of Trustees did not meet during the summer months, and the next meeting will be on September 26.  During the month of August, 8,163 people visited the library.  The Friends of the Library are also sponsoring a scarecrow contest.  Information for this can be picked up at the library.  The library is also participating in the Pitman Potter Festival on October 21, with three free events that do not require a wristband, but will require advance registration.  They are as follows:
· Herbology with Professor Sprout at 12:00 and 4:00.  This is a lesson about magical herbs and plants, and then participants plant their own Baby Mandrake.
· The Animals and Reptiles of Harry Potter at 2:00.
· Write like Harry Potter!  This is training in quill writing and learning how to create your own spell book.  There will be eight sessions lasting thirty minutes each, starting at 11:00 a.m. and ending at 

4:45 p.m.

Combined Planning & Zoning Board
I attended the last Planning and Zoning Board meeting on September 18.  Three Historic Commission Applications were presented and approved.  Also approved was a minor subdivision on First Avenue. 
The Master Plan is complete and a public meeting will be held on our next Planning and Zoning Board meeting to be held on October 16. 

The office hour change that was announced at the last Council Meeting for the Zoning Officer, Clark Pierpont, will not change after all.  The Zoning Office hours will remain as Wednesday from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Councilman Blass 

Councilman Blass reported that the Historic Preservation Commission met on September14, and welcomed two new members, Josh Hitchner and Michael Sulpizio.  Three applications were submitted, and all were approved with minor changes. 

Councilman Blass attended the Board of Education meeting along with Councilman Razze on October 2.  The Board of Education will be putting together a task force that will possibly be looking into a re-configuration of our schools. 

Councilwoman Higbee

No report
Councilwoman Rudley read the following report:
The Pitman Police Department would like to thank the Pitman American Legion Post #49 for inviting us to their POW/MIA luncheon.  We were honored to be part of this remembrance ceremony and we stand with the American Legion and all veterans in remembering these heroes. 
Cpl. Beschen will be attending the Advanced Supervision Training Program.
The Senior Outreach Committee will be holding their first annual Senior Fair this Wednesday, September 27, from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Pitman United Methodist Church. This is a free event, and all are welcome. 

The Economic Development Committee continues their efforts on behalf of the Uptown, including looking into the possible designation of the former Sony property as a redevelopment zone.  The EDC has a number of members who are working with the Chamber of Commerce in conjunction with the Harry Potter Festival.
To follow up on what Councilman Austin said, two of the three events at the Festival have sold out, but some tickets have been offered free to Pitman Public School students.  This was done intentionally to ensure that Pitman students had an opportunity to participate in these events.  The Harry Potter Festival will be held on October 21, from 11:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m., and will take place throughout the Borough. 

 Unfinished Business
Ordinance No. 8, 2017 – Ordinance of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Pitman, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey Amending Ordinance No. 10, 2016 Establishing the Salaries and Wages for Employees of the Borough of Pitman, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey, for the Year 2017 and Forward 
Second Reading - Public Hearing

Motion:  Higbee




Second:  Rudley

Motion to open to the public:  Rudley


Second:  Rudley

Time:  8:07 p.m.
No public comment.
Motion to close public comment:  Higbee

Second:  Rudley

Time:  8:07 p.m.
Roll Call: 
Councilman Austin:  Abstain



Councilman Blass:  Yes





Councilwoman Higbee:  Yes



Council President Pierpont:  Absent  



Councilman Razze:  Absent



Councilwoman Rudley:  Yes



Mayor Johnson _____
New Business

Resolution No. 157, 2017 – Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Pitman, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey Approving Payment No. 2 (Final) to the Contract With Think Pavers Hardscaping, LLC for FY2016 CDBG South Broadway Sidewalk Repair Project in the Amount of $3,711.81 
Motion:  Blass





Second:  Higbee

Roll Call:

 Councilman Austin:  Yes



Councilman Blass:  Yes





Councilwoman Higbee:  Yes



Council President Pierpont:  Absent  



Councilman Razze:  Absent



Councilwoman Rudley:  Yes



Mayor Johnson _____
Resolution No. 158, 2017 – Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Pitman, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey Approving Payment to the Contract With W.J. Gross, Inc. for Exploratory Work at the Pitman Grove Auditorium Project in the Amount of $4,725.00 
Motion:  Blass





Second:  Higbee

Roll Call:

 Councilman Austin:  Yes



Councilman Blass:  Yes





Councilwoman Higbee:  Yes



Council President Pierpont:  Absent  



Councilman Razze:  Absent



Councilwoman Rudley:  Yes



Mayor Johnson _____
Resolution No. 159, 2017 – Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Pitman, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey Memorializing and Approving Payments to the Contract With Mills + Schnoering Architects LLC for the Building Condition Assessment and Preservation Plan for the Pitman Grove Auditorium in the Borough of Pitman 
Motion:  Blass





Second:  Austin

Roll Call: 
Councilman Austin:  Yes



Councilman Blass:  Yes





Councilwoman Higbee:  Yes



Council President Pierpont:  Absent  



Councilman Razze:  Absent



Councilwoman Rudley:  Yes



Mayor Johnson _____
Resolution No. 160, 2017 – Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Pitman, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey Authorizing Land Sale of Certain Block and Lots Within the Borough of Pitman, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey  
Motion:  Blass





Second:  Austin

Roll Call: 
Councilman Austin:  Yes



Councilman Blass:  Yes





Councilwoman Higbee:  Yes



Council President Pierpont:  Absent  



Councilman Razze:  Absent



Councilwoman Rudley:  Yes



Mayor Johnson 
Resolution No. 161, 2017 – Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Pitman, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey Authorizing the Execution of a Shared Services Agreement With the Gloucester County Improvement Authority 
Motion:  Rudley




Second:  Higbee

Roll Call: 
Councilman Austin:  Yes



Councilman Blass:  Yes





Councilwoman Higbee:  Yes



Council President Pierpont:  Absent  



Councilman Razze:  Absent



Councilwoman Rudley:  Yes



Mayor Johnson _____
Resolution No. 162, 2017 – Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Pitman, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey Authorizing Application to NJDOT Division of Local Aid for 2018 State Aid Program for the Reconstruction of Woodland Avenue and Sections of McClelland Avenue 
Motion:  Higbee




Second:  Rudley

Roll Call: 
Councilman Austin:  Yes



Councilman Blass:  Yes





Councilwoman Higbee:  Yes



Council President Pierpont:  Absent  



Councilman Razze:  Absent



Councilwoman Rudley:  Yes



Mayor Johnson _____
Resolution No. 163, 2017 – Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Pitman, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey Authorizing Application to NJDOT Division of Local Aid for 2018 State Aid Program for the Reconstruction of a Section of Adams Avenue, and Seneca Avenue and Glen Lake Drive in Their Entirety 
Motion:  Higbee




Second:  Rudley

Roll Call: 
Councilman Austin:  Yes



Councilman Blass:  Yes





Councilwoman Higbee:  Yes



Council President Pierpont:  Absent  



Councilman Razze:  Absent



Councilwoman Rudley:  Yes



Mayor Johnson _____
Resolution No. 164, 2017 - Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Pitman, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey Authorizing the Submission of a Strategic Plan for the Pitman Municipal Alliance Grant for Fiscal Year July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019 
Motion:  Higbee




Second:  Rudley

Roll Call: 
Councilman Austin:  Yes



Councilman Blass: Yes





Councilwoman Higbee:  Yes



Council President Pierpont:  Absent  



Councilman Razze:  Absent



Councilwoman Rudley:  Yes



Mayor Johnson _____
Resolution No. 165, 2017 - Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Pitman, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey Appointing Andrew E. Sulkowski as Full-time Driver/Laborer for the Borough of Pitman Department of Public Works, Highway Division 
Motion:  Higbee




Second:  Rudley

Roll Call: 
Councilman Austin:  Yes



Councilman Blass:  Yes



Councilwoman Higbee:  Yes



Council President Pierpont:  Absent  



Councilman Razze:  Absent



Councilwoman Rudley:  Yes



Mayor Johnson _____
Resolution No. 166, 2017 - Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Pitman, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey Authorizing a Closed Meeting 
The general nature of the subjects to be discussed shall be:             

                    Personnel:  Traffic Safety Officer Compensation 

Action may be taken.

Motion:  Rudley



Second:  Higbee

Roll Call 
Councilman Austin:  Yes



Councilman Blass:  Yes





Councilwoman Higbee:  Yes



Council President Pierpont:  Absent  



Councilman Razze:  Absent



Councilwoman Rudley:  Yes



Mayor Johnson _____
Payment of Bills 
Motion:  Higbee




Second:  Rudley

Roll Call: 




Councilman Austin:  Abstains to #34400, Votes to approves all other items



Councilman Blass:  Yes





Councilwoman Higbee:  Yes




Council President Pierpont:  Absent  



Councilman Razze:  Absent




Councilwoman Rudley:  Yes



Mayor Johnson _____
Public Portion
Motion to open to the public:  Rudley


Second:  Higbee

Time:  8:15 p.m.
Patricia Hill, 135 W. Jersey Avenue – Ms. Hill said that she is a two year resident in her home on W. Jersey Avenue, and has never received a parking ticket until lately.  She is parking her car in the same area as before, and said that she was told that she is permitted to park there overnight, without a permit.  She is asking Council to review the parking ordinance and make it consistent throughout the Borough.  She said that she feels the $100 permit fee is excessive and asked what is accomplished by the Borough by charging residents that amount for a parking permit.  Ms. Hill explained that the property she lives in does not have a driveway, so she is left with no option but to park on the street or in Borough lots.
Chief McAteer explained that W. Jersey Avenue is a mixed use parking area.  Some spots are timed, while others offer unlimited use.  He agreed to meet with Ms. Hill at W. Jersey Avenue and show her where she can park.  Chief McAteer said that he will also check on the issue with the officers and make sure that Ms. Hill was not issued any tickets in error.

Motion to close the public portion:  Higbee

Second: Rudley

Time:  8:34 p.m.
Closed Meeting

Motion to Enter into a Closed Meeting:  Rudley

Second:  Higbee

Time:  8:34 p.m.
Motion to return to an Open Meeting:  Blass

Second:  Austin
Time:  8:42 p.m.
As a result of discussion in the Closed Meeting, the following action was taken by Council upon returning to an open meeting.

Resolution No. 167, 2017 - Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Pitman, County of Gloucester, State of New Jersey Appointing Sgt. Thomas Zander as Traffic Control Officer for the Pitman Police Department Retroactive to April 1, 2017 With an Increase of $1,000 to His Base Salary as per the Labor Agreement Between the Borough of Pitman and the Members of PBA Local 122. 
Motion:  Rudley




Second:  Austin

Roll Call: 
Councilman Austin:  Yes



Councilman Blass:  Yes



Councilwoman Higbee:  Yes



Council President Pierpont:  Absent  



Councilman Razze:  Absent



Councilwoman Rudley:  Yes



Mayor Johnson _____
Adjournment

Motion:  Blass
  




Second:  Rudley
Time:   8:45 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Judith O’Donnell

Borough Clerk/Administrator



