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Wisch Designs, located at 146 East 7th, has entered its fifth year of business this year, and Trudy Wischropp, owner, says that the one challenge she faces is also her business’s biggest blessing:  its success.  Being behind the camera at her photography studio keeps her very busy, as many owners of small businesses in our community can attest to.  Most would probably agree there are no business hours when you own your own business!  
 
She also offers these words of encouragement for those who might be thinking of opening a business in Horton:  Don’t give up on your dreams!  “I ran into many locals who didn't support me and it felt wrong to ignore them, but I'm glad I did!  Surround yourself with positive people and don't be afraid to reach out to others in your field.” 
 
Trudy also works another job as well, and, with her husband, Craig, raise three children, ages 11, 8, and 2. They live in rural Horton. Trudy has local high school students assist her at times, which, as well as being a job for them, is also a teaching process for those interested in photography.  
 
Trudy’s talent began as just a hobby in 2008 taking pictures of her own children.  As people saw her creativity, they began asking about her work, which eventually led to a part-time business in 2009.  That soon led to a full-time studio.  But, let’s just say the business was easier to come by than the building to house it in.
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Trudy initially rented a building but started searching for something permanent.  She located a lot with one drawback:  there was an existing structure that would need to be torn down.  Trudy chose that route and her vision of a studio was born.  Construction was completed in 2011, opening in November of that year.
 
Wisch Designs is a studio that utilizes the art of natural light photography, a method of seeing natural light in the correct way to help the photographer determine the intensity, color, and direction of light. The result is a clean, crisp image.  Trudy says she found her niche in natural light through trial and error, and also in a determination to have a kid-friendly studio.  In the airy, simple, open space of her studio, you will not find cords, or hot, bright light setups, or even a camera on a tripod.  There is an expanse of wood flooring with an eclectic mix of children’s furniture, antique items, and numerous chairs.  Brightly colored pull-down shades at the many windows are not pulled down, but can be when needed for a backdrop.  The entire east wall is one simple covering of white.   
 
And, of course, the woman behind the camera.  Trudy.  Smiling.  Answering questions for this interview at 9:00 at night.  Ahh, the life of a small business owner.  I didn’t ask…but I bet she wouldn’t have it any other way.  
 
If you’d like to contact Wisch Designs, Trudy can be reached by email at wischdesigns@rainbowtel.net or by phone at 785-548-5735.
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