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FROM YOUR EDITORS

!

We normally put this page together last so that any late news or changes to events
can still be included up to the time everything goes to our printer. Even so, by the
time you read this, any latest news we talk about has often long gone when it
reaches you. For example we usually make a comment or two about the latest
weather which today is dreary but at least, for the moment, dry. Already this month,
(January), we have had 50mm of rain here with thirteen of those over the last two
and a half days. In comparison, however, to the deluge they have had in the west of
England, and elsewhere, this would seem a relatively small amount and probably
would not have caused so much damage to so many homes and land. The
forecasters now tell us snow is on the way!

!

Next month on March 19th, it is the AGM and a reminder of times and venue is on
page 5. The AGM is always an important meeting for any organisation and the
NNHS is no diﬀerent there. This AGM is, however, perhaps more important that any
other of recent years as the Society desperately needs more active committee
members if the the Society is to continue. Like all organisations whether large or
small an enthusiastic committee led by someone with positive drive and energy will
always do well and that is what we urgently
need now. So do not just sit back and leave it
to someone else. Have a go!

!

The following month April 5th and 6th is the
Spring Show which I always think is one of the
most colourful of the shows. Details and
setting up times are on page seven.

!

Last time a questionnaire was included with your
copy the results of which are mentioned in the
Secretary’s report on page four. You may think that nine responses from a large
membership is somewhat small. Well, yes it is, but you might also be surprised to
hear that it represented just under two and a half percent of the copies sent out
which is not far oﬀ the average response rate for this type of research. Hopefully the
resulting information will be helpful in planning future Society activities.

!

February is the month of the main snowdrop season and galanthophiles are already
active as the season has started earlier this year due to the unusually mild weather.
It is not only snowdrops that are showing signs of life. Many other plants are
beginning to emerge early and we even have a Kniphofia around eighteen inches
high and about to flower. I think some of them are in for something of a surprise.

!

Finally the President’s Evening is on Tuesday 10th June and is being held in the
Easton College gardens. If you want to attend this event a booking form is in the
centre pages.
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MEET YOUR SOCIETY CHAIR Martyn Davey
I have had a love of gardening from the early age of eight
when I was with my grandmother in her garden in
Cornwall and developing my own greenhouse and garden
soon after that. During frequent trips to a particular small
nursery near home I got to know the owners and started
a Saturday job there aged eleven. I then progressed to
study for a national diploma in amenity horticulture at
Cannington College, in Somerset, the start of my move
north. The work placement from the national diploma was
a glorious year spent at Bristol University Botanical gardens with head gardener,
now curator, Nick Wray.

!

From Cannington I was fortunate enough to get a job at Writtle College in Essex
where, after a year as propagator on the nursery, I became nursery technician and
started teaching students the practical side of the nursery industry. Looking at what
was required to become a lecturer I then studied for a degree in horticulture and
graduated from Writtle College with BSc honours in landscape and amenity
management.

!

From here I went to work at an alpine and rock plant nursery running the production
unit. I realised that I loved teaching and working with young people, so then moved
to teach at a college in Surrey and studied for a post graduate diploma in education
part time. This led to taking up the position of section head of horticulture at Easton
College in September 2000 where I have progressed to be Director of Land based
Curriculum. I have also completed a Masters in Business Administration from the UEA.

!

During the time I have worked for Easton and Otley College I have been a member
of the committee of the NNHS and enjoyed exhibiting at the various Society shows. I
have been writing a weekly column for the Eastern Daily Press on garden related
matters and contributing to BBC Radio Norfolk Garden Programmes for more than
10 years.

!

I have a keen interest in propagation as well as cultivating fruit and vegetables on
my allotment. Having taken the chair of the Norfolk and Norwich Horticultural
Society at the last AGM I look forward to completing the first year in the role and
hope you will join me at the AGM on 19th March at the Holiday Inn on the Ipswich
Road. We urgently need your support to ensure the Society survives.

!!
!!
!!
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GENERAL SECRETARY - Sharon Copple

!

I would like to say a big thank you to those of you who returned the survey from the
last edition of the Norfolk Gardener. The survey was to investigate the best way to
keep in contact with members of the society and if they felt that the number of
shows and how they are organised meets with their expectations.

!

Just nine people sent the survey back. Five of them entered shows but the other
four did not. Four people wanted to keep the number of shows the same but if any
of the shows should be amalgamated the autumn show was the one of choice.
Improvements to the show included more advertising, a diﬀerent venue, one on a
bus route, and a garden centre as the preferred venue.

!

Everyone reads the Norfolk Gardener because it keeps them in touch. They thought
it is well written, particularly like the social information and articles submitted by
members. They like the photographs, show reports and enjoy the descriptions of
places visited. They thought it a good idea to publish 2014 events to enable
aﬃliated societies to plan their activities and avoid clashes.

!

In an age of information technology the survey asked who had internet access and if
they used the website. Three out of nine of the members who replied have internet
access and one member was soon to get internet access. Two members use the
website to find up and coming events and both would like information solely by
email. One used the Facebook page.

!
!

The AGM is fast approaching on Wednesday 19th March and some members of the
committee are retiring after many years of dedication and hard work.
John and Anne Bridge and Melissa and Doug Sheldrake all lead extremely busy lives
but have still found the time to help in the organisation and running of our shows
and although it has been a diﬃcult decision, felt it is the opportunity for some new
‘doers’ to take their places.

!

It is so important to keep the society going but without enough members on the
committee the chances are, without replacements, after 184 years we shall be no
more. We simply must not let this happen so if you are interested in taking an active
role as a member of the committee please contact me on 07768185730 or email
secretarynnhs@gmail.com.

!

On 7th December we held our first Christmas Dinner and Quiz and were very pleased
as it was such a great success. I would like you to join me in passing a huge vote of
thanks to Julia, Ian and everyone who made it a great night. It was lovely to meet
other members and join together in some friendly rivalry. Sadly it is one of the last
events to be organised by Julia who is also retiring as the Social Secretary and this
role is also in need of a new candidate. From the survey members would like more
4

social events (nothing elaborate), coﬀee mornings, plant sales, question times, more
talks and visits to other members gardens. So if you think you could organise these
types of events please get in touch.

!
!

We would also like to build on our speakers list so if you know anyone who would
like to give a talk please ask them to contact me.
NORFOLK & NORWICH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

!
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
!
!
!
!
!
WEDNESDAY MARCH 19TH
7.30pm
at

THE HOLIDAY INN, IPSWICH ROAD, NORWICH

!
!

LATE AUTUMN SHOW 2013 Robin Mc Donald
The glowing colours of the autumn spectrum were alight in St Walstan Hall at our
Late Autumn Show.
The grey back cloth enhanced both the magnificent
chrysanthemums and the autumnal foliage. My thanks to the many exhibitors who
created this stunning eﬀect; without their entries no show would happen.

!

My thank you also goes to the show builders Paul R, Trevor B, Ian T, and David R,
who spend two days preparing and cleaning the venue. Behind the scenes thanks
go to Mellisa, Doug, Marlene, Norma, Trish, Norman, Diane, Paul, Ed, Pauline and
Jenny our extra special confectioner.

!

Part of the remit for our charity status is the requirement for an element of education
in our Society. We fulfil this by supporting horticultural students and functions,
chosen annually. Currently we sponsor the area finals of ‘The Young Gardener of
The Year Competition’

!

We fail the general public, however, by NOT naming our entries on the show bench.
This is a requirement, where possible, in our Show Regulations under section 9 on
page 2. The Show Secretary is not responsible for identifying your exhibits.

!

Many visitors request the names of entries so that they may acquire similar material.
It would be very helpful for this to be available which would also assist in fulfilling
our educational requirement.
5

LATE AUTUMN SHOW - MAJOR PRIZE WINNERS

!

Jack Bishop Trophy (nine blooms large/medium Chrysanthemum) David Cantwell
Dr. G. Edward Deacon Cup (six blooms large/medium Chrysanthemum) Alan Watson
Mrs Beauchamp Cup (nine blooms decorative Chrysanthemum) Peter Fisk
Col. Frank Johnson Cup (nine blooms large single Chrysanthemum) Peter Smith
Norwich Amenities Trophy (nine blooms incurved Chrysanthemum) Peter Fisk
M & D Napier Cup (three cultivars carnations) John and Anne Bridge
Lord Suffield Cup (best exhibit in vegetable classes) Paul Payne
Sir G. Ernest White Trophy (six cultivars of dessert Apples) Robin Parker
Centenary Challenge Cup (most points in fruit section) Robin Parker
Mrs Geoﬀrey Colman (collection of fruit) David Riches
The Autumn Cup (greatest number of points) Peter Fisk
Lord Mayor’s Challenge Cup (most meritorious amateur exhibit) Peter Fisk
Alan King Trophy (best exhibit in fruit classes) Pauline Harper
NNHS Silver Gilt Medal (most meritorious exhibit) Peter Fisk
Silver Medal Nat. Chrysanthemum Soc. (best Chrysanthemum exhibit) Peter Fisk
Bronze Medal Nat. Chrysanthemum Soc. (Runner-up to best Exhibit) Alan Watson
National Vegetable Society Medal (best exhibit vegetable classes) Paul Payne

!
!
!

TROPHY WINNERS - ALL SHOWS 2013
J. A.Christie Cup (greatest number of points all shows) Robin McDonald
John Wyatt Memorial Trophy (runner up most points all shows) Pauline Harper
J. E. Moxley Cup (best pot plant) Robin McDonald
Lord Lieutenant’s Cup ((most meritorious exhibit) Peter Fisk
Allwood Bros. Cup (most points carnation classes) John and Ann Bridge
H. W. T. Empson Bowl (most points flower arranging classes) Sally Churchyard
May & Baker Cup (most first prizes vegetable classes) Pauline Harper
E Harradine Shield (most points succulent and cacti classes) Cyril Harrison
Lombe-Taylor Trophy (best vegetable exhibit) Trevor Last & Paul Payne (joint winners)
John Wyatt Memorial Trophy (runner up greatest number of points) Robin McDonald
Drayton Shield (most points Affiliated Society classes) Hethersett & District HS
Silver Gilt Medal NNHS (most points flower arranging classes) Sally Churchyard
Grenfall Medal RHS (most prize money in flower arranging classes) Sally Churchyard

!!
!
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SPRING SHOW

!
!

The Spring Show will be held in the St Walstan Hall, Royal Norfolk Showground, on
Saturday 5th and Sunday 6th April 2014.
ENTRIES should be sent to Robin McDonald
9, Park Close,
Barford
Norwich
NR9 4GA
Telephone: 01603 757767 or e-mail: dustyrobin@yahoo.co.uk

!
!

Closing time for entries midnight on Wednesday 2nd April 2014

!

Late entries will not be accepted.

Setting up times are 3pm to 9pm on Friday 4th April and from 8.00am to 10.30am on
Saturday 5th April. Judging will commence at 11am and the show will open to the
public from 1.00pm - 4.30pm on Saturday and 10am - 4.30pm on Sunday.

!
!
!

OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
The Orchid Society of East Anglia are staging a fine display of exotic tropical
orchids on Sunday 9th March at Eaton Parish Hall, Colman Road, Norwich, NR4
7AW. There will be two visiting professional growers and Fenland Orchid Society will
also be staging a display. Open from 10am until 4pm. Entry for adults is £2 and
child entry free. If you want more information contact Joan Butcher, Hon Sec OSEA
on 01603 466535.

!

Once again The Institute of Horticulture is running the The Young Horticulturist of
the Year 2014 competition across the country to find the most knowledgeable
minds in the industry under 30. The competition is held at horticultural colleges,
gardens and institutes across the country and over 2,500 young gardeners are
entered for it.
The Eastern regional final will be taking place at Blooms of
Bressingham on Thursday 20th March at 7.30pm. The NNHS is sponsoring this
regional final for the second year to help further the careers and development of
young horticulturists in East Anglia.

!
!!

NNHS members are welcome to attend and see the best young minds in action,
contact Ian on 01603 211565 to book.
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Delphinium Society Eastern Group have a Cuttings Workshop on Saturday 29th
March from 10am - noon at Bishop's House Garden, Norwich, (by kind permission).

!
!
!

Entrance for Delphinium Society and NNHS members £4. Non members £6. All
materials provided. Limited places available.
Please register with John Harrison, Secretary - john@harrisonf.freeserve.co.uk or
Tel: 01 953 603 009.
The group are holding a Delphinium Plant Sale on Saturday 26th April at the
Coronation Hall, Hawthorne Avenue, Hellesdon NR6 6LE - doors open at 10am.
There will be named cultivars and seedling plants at reasonable prices. Questions
answered and cultivation advice available.

!

Drayton Horticultural Association will be holding shows on the following dates in
the Village Hall, Pond Lane, Drayton.

!
!

Spring Show
Autumn Show
Plant Sale

Saturday
Saturday
Saturday

5th April
2.00pm
6th September 2.00pm
10th May (see local press for details)

Meetings: held first Tuesday in every month 7.30pm

East of England Area of NAFAS are presenting ‘Diamond Showcase’ at Wymondham
College NR18 9SZ on Friday 11th April – 10am - 5pm and Saturday 12th April 10am - 4.30pm.

!

The 60th anniversary of the East of England Area of the National Association of
Flower Arranging Societies (NAFAS) is being celebrated over these two days with a
spectacular display of competition exhibits from our many clubs and members,
along with a ‘Kids Zone’ giving children the chance to have hands on fun with
flowers. Also photographic competition, retail stalls, refreshments - a fun day out.
Show pass £7.50 per day – Children FREE. Do come along and enjoy the flowers.
All welcome. Further information available from Anne Bridge 01603 409847. Free
Parking.

!

On Saturday 12th April, Salhouse & District Gardening Club will be having a
Spring Sale and More at the Jubilee Hall on Lower Street, Salhouse from 2-4pm.
There will be five or six good nurseries, vintage tools, vegetable plants, basket and
bedding plants, garden ephemera, great tea and cakes and plenty of banter. It’s a
really good way to start the season, not a grand aﬀair. 2013 was extremely well
attended. Come along, you wont be disappointed.

!
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Norfolk Plant Heritage are holding another of their big Plant Fairs on Sunday 4th
May, 2014 at Hethersett Village Hall, NR9 3JJ from 10.00am to 1.00pm.

!
!

There will be, as usual, specialist nurseries on the field with uncommon plants and
more stalls in hall.
For this sale the focus will be on Erysimums (wallflowers) and there will also be
flower arranging demonstrations, a plant doctor, tombola, second hand gardening
books and homemade refreshments. Entrance is £1.

!
!

Norfolk Plant Heritage are also holding an Autumn Gala, on Sunday 21st
September, 2014 at East Tuddenham Jubilee Hall, NR20 3LR, from 11.00am.
There will be lectures by Julian Sutton of Desirable Plants, (www.desirableplants.com)
and Keith Wiley of the Wildside Garden and Nursery, (www.wileyatwildside.com).
Both nurserymen will bring plants to sell. In addition, Tim Fuller, who holds the
National Collection of Molinia will be present to showcase his collection and sell plants.

!

This is a ticket only event: £12.50 for members and £16.50 for non members.
Lunch will also be available at £4 per person. Contact: Kathy Gray, e.mail:
programme@norfolkplantheritage.org.uk or on 01328 701839.

!!
!

THE PERILS OF LIVING WITH A GALANTHOPHILE Brian Ellis
It is that time of year again! This is normally the season when
some friends suﬀering from SAD escape to the sun to lift their
spirits. It is a diﬀerent matter here as I don’t have the option of
seeking the sun and, thankfully, don’t need to. For those that
stay at home there are, of course, some plants in the garden,
mainly scented shrubs, that give much joy over the winter. Who,
for example would be without a Daphne bholua if they had a
suitable position? Nevertheless, I am sorry to say, my eyes are
not lifted up so much to these, but cast down as I have a
passion for the (not so) humble snowdrop.

!

Galanthus nivalis
I blame it all on Rod Leeds and Richard Hobbs (sorry chaps).
One year we were visiting Rod and Jane to see their Fritillary
collection. It was, however, a late season and when we arrived there were no
fritillaries to see but their garden was a mass of snowdrop clumps.
I was
flabbergasted as I had never thought beyond the ‘common’ Galanthus nivalis seen in
roadside verges, churchyards and gardens. In fact there are now twenty known
snowdrop species. The varieties in Rod’s garden showed marked differences in leaf
colour, height, substance, markings, flower shape and there were even some with
yellow marks

!

instead of green!

!

That same year Richard Hobbs gave a talk to a group of the then NCCPG, (now
Plant Heritage), on propagation and included chipping and twin scaling of bulbs. I
had to have a go and successfully chipped one bulb into eight and twin-scaled
another into about 26 pieces. All survived and have grown to maturity and I was hooked.

!

We started to visit gardens known for their snowdrop
collections, Richard Hobbs at Little Plumstead, John and
Brenda Foster at Redisham, Ann Borrill in Wymondham,
John and Judy Wilson at East Beckham, Jane Ann
Walton at Swanton Novers and Anglesey Abbey.
Everywhere my eye was drawn to an attractive clump or
individual snowdrop that stood out from those around it
and I gradually began to acquire some myself. It has to
be said here that galanthophiles can be the most
generous of people and love to exchange snowdrops for
varieties that they have not got in their collection,
G. n. ‘Gloucester Old Spot’ consequently our garden began to fill with different forms.

!

Now you have to understand that I do not like cold, damp weather and the last thing
you would have caught me doing in the past was visiting gardens in the winter! One
of the snowdrop’s charms is their robustness. In french they are called ‘perce-neige’
and indeed they do pierce through the snow, it is not unusual to see a group of
noses pushing through snow which has melted around them. Presumably the
energy produced by the plant in breaking through the soil is suﬃcient to produce a
local change in temperature. This occurs in many spring plants when there is snow
on the ground, such as eranthis, and is a process known as thermogenics. No
matter what the weather, snowdrops will stand
up to wind, rain, ice and snow. Initially their
scape (flower stem) may be knocked down to
the ground but a few hours of wintry sunshine
will have it once more erect and they will be
braving the elements. They are far from tender!

!

To illustrate their variety I would name a few
favourites.
Of the twenty species those
generally seen in the garden are forms of
G.nivalis, G.elwesii, G.plicatus, G.gracilis and
G. n. ‘Anglesey Abbey’
hybrids of these.
Of course we are all
enchanted by drifts of Galanthus nivalis, one of the most widespread naturalized
snowdrops in the country - although not a native. It can be as tall as 18 cm and has
a single inverted ‘u’ shaped mark, this mark occurring around the sinus (a notch) at
the apex of the inner tepal. You might also notice that the leaves of the plant are
facing each other, in fact when coming through the ground they are like praying
10

hands, this is known as applanate vernation. In other species the leaves can be
folded back - explicative vernation or wrapped around each other - supervolute vernation.

!

Humour me whilst I describe four distinct Galanthus
nivalis whose beauty lies not only in the form of the
flower, but also in the appearance and stature when in
a clump.

!
G. n. Sandersii ‘Lowick'

One of the most charming, found by Phil Cornish, has
been named ‘Gloucester Old Spot’, the flowers are of
good substance and the receptacle is long and
narrow, the sinus notch is large and the mark is not
joined up but separated by the sinus into two spots.

!

Another G.nivalis variant is ‘Anglesey Abbey’ which can be poculiform (derived from
the Latin poculus meaning a little cup). This means that the inner tepals are
elongated and resemble the outer tepals, so much so that they often have lost the
green mark resulting in a flower with six, fairly equal, white segments.

!

Areas of Northumberland (in particular) have given rise to snowdrops where the
green marks have been replaced with yellow in varying degrees. These date back to
1877 when a Mr Sanders of Cambridge found a plant and asked the Revd. HarpurCrewe to identify this form. They are named G.n Sandersii group for him. One of the
most intensely coloured forms was found at Lowick and has both a yellow inner
mark and yellow receptacle.

!

In recent years one of the most desirable green marked
snowdrops has been a strongly virescent flower named
G.nivalis ‘Green Tear’.
This was found in 2000 in a
naturalised population of G.nivalis in Holland, it stood out
as the outer tepals are broad and marked with soft green
veins which merge into each other giving an overall
impression of a green flower with white edges. The inner
tepals are almost completely emerald green with a white
border at the apex.

!

So here you have four simple variations in one specie as
G.nivalis ‘Green Tear’
well as the widespread single and double form. There are
many, many more and I believe that in wild populations of each species variants are
waiting to be found. Those six types multiplied by twenty species would give one
hundred and twenty diﬀerent snowdrops, and I haven’t even touched on the
diﬀerences in the marks and flowering times. The season can be short and there is a
lot to cram in, visits to like-minded friends, talks and plant sales. If I have tickled
your fancy you might like to consider joining the HPS or Cottage Garden Galanthus
Groups and details can be found on their web sites.
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THE FIRST ROSE OF THE YEAR Ian Roofe
Primulas are one of the most loved and recognised plants of the spring garden and
are indeed the first rose of the year, following on from galanthus and crocus as the
weather warms and their fresh clean foliage covers the empty ground.

!

I have great admiration and love for these little spring beauties, my first memory of
them is a patch of garden at my grandmothers underneath the forsythia, where
Primula acaulis and P. hortensis had hybridised with the common P. vulgaris. The
array of colours created a speckled tapestry punctuated with the odd snowdrop and
crocus, but the creams, pinks, apricots and clarets of the primroses were the real
stars of the show. It is from that point that I have always grown these spring gems
and my collection has grown and spread through more areas of the garden where
they thrive and hybridise more and more.

!

It was Primula hortensis that I began with, the gaudy, but not distasteful plants that
can be found in garden centres and nurseries by the lorry load at this time of the
year. They are great to start oﬀ with as the stock is strong growing, vibrant in colour
and readily available, they will hybridise over time and the seedlings will nestle
themselves happily in the ‘family’ group. Primula ‘Wanda’ is the slightly more refined
of the commercially grown series with bronzed and browned foliage and softer tones
of yellow, violet and cerise. All of these types are traditionally used in bedding
displays, pots and containers, but in the border situation they thrive in areas of
dappled shade at the edges of deciduous shrubs and trees. The ground does not
need to be rich but ideally should hold some moisture throughout the year as
continuous drying out in the summer will weaken the crowns over time. Some leaf
mould or home made compost added to the ground before planting would not go
amiss, but they are extremely resilient and perform well in the most surprising locations.

!

The sight of Primula vulgaris, the common primrose, in the wild is a heartening sight
on sunny spring days, soft yellow, five-petalled blooms above fresh green-ridged
leaves are scattered at the base of hedges and fences, walls and ditches where their
roots nestle into the moist soil. They are readily available from retail outlets and
must not be removed from the wild!

!

A more specialised selection for the collector is P. ‘Dark Rosaleen’, from the great
Joe Kennedy in Ireland, it has rich chocolate maroon foliage and striped pink cerise
blooms, flowers February to May and combines well with Iris reticulata. If you like
the dark leaves then also look out for P. ’Guinevere’ which has pale lavender blooms.

!

P. sibthorpii is another vigorous strain of this much loved plant, pale green foliage,
tightly knit crowns and masses of flowers that are a clear lavender blue, flowering
from March to May and will resist the most inclement of mixed spring weather.

!

There are quite a few strains of this species on the market, most of which are not
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botanically correct, the larger and more robust the leaves look then the less likely it
is to be true P. sibthorpii.
I have a wonderful clump of P. ‘Tie Dye’ at the bottom of the garden, it’s a relatively
new variety, selected by Dan Heims in New Zealand. It has large blooms more like
you would find on P. hortensis varieties from the garden centre. As the name
suggests the blooms have a tie dye look to them, so marbled and streaked with dark
blue and pale blue on a white bed. The flowers are up to 1” (2.5cm) across and wait
for it, produced in abundance from March until May but will then produce flushes on
and oﬀ throughout the rest of the year, only really stopping in the coldest months.
It’s parentage appears to stem from P. hortensis for its large blooms and floriferous
nature and P. ’Wanda’ for its hardiness and perennial ability. It looks wonderful
alongside galanthus, Corydalis ‘George Baker’ and Luzula sylvatica ‘Solar Flare’.
Green flowers are always a talking point in the garden, and none more so than on P.
‘Francisca’. Now you may think that green flowers on green foliage are not worth the
trouble, but P. ’Francisca’ is well worth growing for the ruﬄed blooms produced on
polyanthus like stems, each with a pale yellow eye and petals the colour of mushy
peas. The true flowering season is from May to July, but it’s diﬃcult to tell when the
plant actually finishes as the flowers die with such grace they persist well into the
autumn. Discovered in Surrey, on a traﬃc island of all places, by Francisca Darts all I can say is for such a brilliant find I think I will start looking myself.
I love the ‘Jack in the Green’ varieties or Galligaskins as the Irish call them
(Jacobean hose or breeches which are ribbed as is the calyx), so called because of
their Elizabethan ruﬀ of leaves which the flower nestles in comfortably. P. ’Dawn
Ansell’ is one of the most well known, pure white double blooms, along with the
newer strains of P. ’Belarina' types. These have strong colour breaks in nectarine,
amethyst, pink ice and crimson. There are some traditional double ruﬀs, such as P.
’Miss Indigo’ and P. ’‘Captain Blood’. Apart from P. ‘Dawn Ansell' the others should
be treated as bedding plants.
We end our look at primulas back with Joe Kennedy of Ireland, his work with
primulas has given us two great new garden worthy varieties, P. ‘Drumcliﬀe’
producing snow white flowers and P. ‘Innisfree’ with her rich claret flowers, all of
which are settled above rich mahogany foliage, the plants grow well in full sun,
providing there is moisture at the roots, they look great at the front of the border,
their foliage combining well with Lysimachia aurea. They just don’t like being
overshadowed by vigorous perennials or evergreen shrubs.
In the east we have Joe Sharman of Monksilver Nurseries, he has a great passion for
many groups of plants, but primulas hold a special place for him. He preserves the
historic varieties and is also in the progress of developing new ones.
There are plenty of roses for the summer garden, but the first rose will always be for
the spring garden.
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2013, WHAT A GARDENING YEAR! Ian Roofe

!

Well it was quite a year in the garden. If it was your first experience of Growing Your
Own then it was a baptism of fire and whatever crops you harvested will have been
achieved through blood, sweat and tears.

!

As many of you will remember, it was the coldest winter for over 100 years, it felt like
one of the longest winters too, with things not really kicking oﬀ till quite late in the
spring. There was plenty of snow, desiccating arctic winds and soil which remained
like stone until well into March. It was not all bad though as the long cold winter
meant that many fruit trees could go into a complete slumber, this helped develop
fruit buds and in turn meant that a bumper crop of fruit was had by all. The cold
spring did mean that plants got oﬀ to a slow start and many crops planted out early
just sat there and waited for warmth in the soil before they erupted into growth. Its
quite amazing how plants can cope and adapt with cold weather, most of your
garden shrubs and trees are hardy down to -15 degrees C, so an average cold
winter is no problem. I must confess though, I did think that the season was never
going to get started, but of course nature sorted itself out as it always does and the
ground warmed up beautifully albeit slowly and growth began.

!

To say that we had a spring is probably a bit of a lie, spring as a season at the best
of times can be fleeting, mainly because if there is some warmth plants such as
magnolias and camellias race through their flowering season and before we know it
the heat of summer feels upon us. If its cold then frost damages blooms and its all
over anyway. Although this year the tulips did hold on a particularly long time.

!

Summer was, well glorious, the winter rains and copious amounts of snow meant
that water levels in the soil were good, top this with heat and you have perfect
conditions for growth, lush, green, rampant growth, and what a diﬀerence this made.
The weather was perfect for the kitchen garden to get things going, the cucurbits
(marrows, courgettes) basked in the heat, along with figs, grapes and tomatoes and
this hot summer meant bumper crops of pumpkins and squash for the autumn. Yes
the summer was dry and in parts some plants did not like this at all, but it was
nothing that watering and mulching with good rich compost would not fix. Other
great results from the summer heat meant that the blaze of autumn colours were
predicted to be brilliant, the heat intensified sugars and starches in plant foliage and
stripped out moisture meaning that the oranges, reds and purples of the summer
would be stunning. Who knows if hotter summers will be a regular occurrence, our
climate has become erratic and sporadic over the last 15 years, but if hot summers
are predicted then soak hoses and compost will be at the ready.

!

Autumn was truly spectacular, as we lumbered into winter with short days and much
colder nights the memories of balmy autumn days are long gone, but there are still
remnants of colour in the garden. This is my favourite season, a slow burn of late
flowers from rudbeckias, nerines, fuchsias, frothy grasses and rich foliage of trees and
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shrubs. With the cooler weather it all lasts much longer than spring. The kitchen
garden cropped till late October, the fruit trees were laden to breaking point with
bumper crops of apples, pears, quince and we cropped bowls of tomatoes up until
early November.

!

What will this winter have in store, well who knows, nature is her own master and no
one will tell her what to do, but I know one thing, the 2013 gardening year was one of
the most interesting and productive yet.

!
!!
!

Hopefully see you around this year and happy gardening.

WHAT’S IN A NAME? Ian Roofe
Well when it comes to plants everything to be quite frank. Plant names are crucial
for telling us so much about the plant in question, whether it be the colour of
flowers, the person who discovered it from the far corner of the Himalayas, the
breeder in the nursery, visual characteristics of the plant, where it likes to grow, the
country it originates from or what time of the year it flowers. All of these important
things can often be found in a name.

!

Now before we look at things a bit more closely with some seasonal plants I just
want to mention the word ‘Latin’. It is ok, I know what that you are about to switch
off from this article and look further on, but carry on reading and all will become clear.

!

Gardeners use Latin a lot, especially gardeners like me who talk and write about
plants a lot. The reason being that it is the most accurate way of ensuring that
anybody listening or reading about the plants in question will know what I am talking
about. In gardening circles ‘Botanical Latin’ is more commonly called the ‘Universal
Language of plants’ as gardeners from around the world can all discuss plants in
Latin and will all know what each other is talking about even if we cannot speak
each other’s home languages. We get a lot of stick about it in gardening circles and
on the radio, but it is so important to ensure that names are not messed up.
Common names are very varied and can be unique to diﬀerent counties around the
country, a plant only has one Latin name but it could have five or even ten or more
common names depending on how long it has been about. So bear with me, the
Latin may look diﬃcult and you may think that I am a gardening snob, but I can
assure you that that is not the case.

!

Back to the naming of plants, let’s look at the humble but much loved primrose, a
lovely little pale yellow flowered plant blooming right about now, its name translates
to Prima-rose or the first rose to flower. If you look at the blooms they do resemble
tiny rose flowers and it is very early. Viola odorata is another demure spring
favourite, named after a greek goddess who who hid herself away turning her head
to the ground, as do violet flowers in the garden today. The species odorata relates
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to the sweet scent which is produced by the flowers when they are picked and
brought into a warm room.

!

A great spring flowering climber is Clematis alpina, a vine like plant with nodding
star-like blooms. The alpina part of the name lets us know it comes from
mountainous regions so will like very open conditions, lots of sun and a free draining
soil. Ribes sanguineum is a shrub grown for its bright cerise blooms in the spring,
but if we didn’t know this plant well then we could look at the name and see the
flowers are the colour of i.e blood (deep pink).
One of the most beautiful shrubs in the spring garden is Daphne bholua ‘Jacqueline
Postil’ an evergreen with deep green foliage like bay and sweetly scented almost
intoxicating flowers. In this instance the name is in place by the breeder of the
plant. Alan Postil is a very famous nurseryman and he named the plant after his wife
Jacqueline as it was the most beautiful thing he had ever seen. You see romance
and plant names can work too.

!

And finally Leucojum vernum, a snowdrop like bulb with a snowflake like flowers.
So when can it be found blooming? Well in the early part of the year of course
because it is vernum which is Latin for spring and can still be flowering at the time
of the vernal equinox in mid-March.

!
!!

So you see there is everything and more in a name, botanical and otherwise. Enjoy
the spring, no sooner than it’s arrived it departs with the heat of the summer.
A SNOWDROP DETECTIVE STORY Brian Ellis

!

Believe it or not there are now twenty named species
of galanthus as well as innumerable named cultivars.
You may have seen in the RHS Garden magazine last
spring that the twentieth has been oﬃcially named.
Surprisingly it had been found in 1913 by a botanist
named Sakharov, so why only just named?

!

We belong to a large number of societies as well as
the NNHS, one of them is the Scottish Rock Garden
Club (SRGC) which I joined as it was such a mine of
information on both snowdrops and other plants.
Through it I have been in contact with, and in some
cases met, a wide range of people with the same
interests from around the world, and I am hopefully
Galanthus panjutinii
gleaning more knowledge! In April 2012 two other
members of the SRGC Dimitri Zubov, PhD, (researcher of M.M. Gryshko's National
Botanic Garden, Kiev/Donetsk, Ukraine) and Olga Bondareva (from Moscow),
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posted pictures of a snowdrop labelled as Galanthus panjutinii sp. nova.

!

They first spotted it in 2008 on a field study
trip to a region of Western Transcaucasia
where there were other species galanthus
commonly found, however, it was unlike other
snowdrops endemic to the region and caught
their eye. The plant shown by Dima and Olga
on the forum had four flowers and extremely
wide, short leaves, it reminded me of the
cartoon drawings of Winnie the Pooh’s friend
Eeyore in that the outer tepals were very long
and shaped like elongated drops, the eﬀect
Galanthus panjutinii
was enhanced by the inner tepal in which,
unusually for galanthus, there was no notch, just two green dots looking like
Eeyore’s nostrils! This snowdrop was growing in conditions that Dima described as
“Hot summer, severe continental climate, rainy autumn till December, snowy January
till March, it could be frosts up to -24C but with snow” - the snow of course oﬀering
insulation to the bulb.

!

They were intrigued to discover what this snowdrop was, and they set out to
establish it’s identity. Once home they turned to relevant botanical literature and
examined herbarium specimens as well as studying living material of the species
found in the area in cultivation and in situ. Platon Sergeyevich Panjutin (1889 -1946)
was a chemist, who had a great love of nature and made botany his second love.
Panjutin was responsible for collecting many herbarium specimens of the flora of the
region of Transcaucasia, and it was he who gave G. valentinae it’s name after
studying Sakharov’s specimen, but the name was not validly published by him
according to the rules of The International Code of Botanical Nomenclature. Indeed
since that time various authors regarded this specimen as a synonym of another
galanthus - G.krasnovii, which it resembles, and also G.platyphyllus, both of which
were common in the region in which it was found.

!

Dimitri and Aaron Davis (from Kew) studied and compared G. valentinae, G.krasnovii
and G.platyphyllus and discovered that G.valentinae is indeed a distinct species and
Dima and Olga’s discovery also matched the specimen collected in 1913 by
Sakharov. There was a problem, however, as the name had been used for another
Galanthus which occurs in the wild and is common in cultivation - G. x
valentineie (this is a natural hybrid between G.nivalis and G.plicatus).
It was
therefore necessary to honour it with a new name and so they decided to call it
Galanthus panjutinii, in honour Panjutin and his work.

!

The species is classed as endangered, as it grows in only five known locations.
Unfortunately one of the populations is in the area of Sochi which is currently under
development for the winter Olympics. It can be speculated that the development of
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the area will bring in tourism after the Olympics and so the natural population in this
area may well be in great danger of being lost.

!

With thanks to Dima for permission to use his photographs and reference to his
article in Phytotaxa 50: 55-63

!!
!

THE LATE AUTUMN SHOW 2013
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THE LATE AUTUMN SHOW 2013

Class 1: David Cantwell

!

Class 3: Peter Fisk

Class 20: Trevor Last

Class 5: Peter Smith

!
Patron H.R.H. The Prince of Wales

An invitation to the

President’s Evening
Hosted by David Lawrence OBE
in the Easton College Gardens
Tuesday 10th June, 2014
6.30pm onwards
£7.50 (includes drinks and BBQ)

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Please reserve ……...…place/s for the above event @ £7.50 per person.
NAME..........................................................................................................
ADDRESS...................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................
POST CODE.............................. TEL. NO……………………………………
E- MAIL………………………………………………………………………….
I enclose a cheque for £………………..........made payable to NNHS.
Please return this form & payment by 27th May, 2014 to:Ian Roofe
The Cottage,
Blofield House,
Woodbastwick Road,
Blofield,
Norwich,
NR13 4RW
Please enclose a S.A.E for tickets

