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THE CAKLAN] B0YS, Part One

by Aady Muaiz

Oakland, California, has
never hosted an unlimited
hydroplane race. The
Sacramento Cups of 1966
and’ 67 werethecloset the
sport has ever come to the
city; the Gold Cup came
closestin1961 whenitwas
held in Reno, ailmost 200
milesaway. Y et, thanksto
five friends who grew up
thereinthe1920sandearly
‘30s, Oakland has had a
greater impact on the sport
than most of the citiesthat
haveactudly seentheroar of
thunderboatsandthemgesty
of aroostertail.

Gold Cup boats had a 3
way of capturingthefancy of
youngracingfansduringthe : -
decadesbeforeWorld\War Danny Foster, atleft, and Dan Arena get ready to fire up Miss Golden Gate Sandy Ross Collection
I1. EspecidlyinDetroit, upstateNew Y ork, alongthe Jersey Coast or inthemany other placesthat regularly hosted
theraceboats, many boysdevel oped akeeninterestinthesport. And, that wasonly natural. They could attend the
races, seethespray, feel theenginevibrationintheir gut, and appreci atethetremendousspeed.

Therea sowasanenclaveof interestinfaraway Oakland, half acontinent away. Fiveyoungfriends, livingina
neighborhood of stately homesnear LakeM erritt, aquiet body of water near thecity’ scenter, al sosharedacraving
for speed, loved totinker with powerful enginesand each month devoured thelatest i ssuesof Motorboat, The




Rudder, or Yachting magazinestofollow theexploitsof Gar Wood, GeorgeReis, Bill Horn, or Clell Perry; the
peoplewhowereleadingaracinglifethey couldonly imagine.

Theoldest of thegroup, L ouFageol, cozed sel f-confidenceand had enginegreaseinthefamily genepool . His
father ascofounder of theFageol M otor Company, maker of the* Safety Bus,” thefirst passenger busbuiltfromthe
ground up. Thewealthiest of the neighborhood chumswere Stanley Dollar and Edgar Kaiser. Dollar wasthe
grandson of thesteamship magnate Captain Robert Dollar, thefounder of theDollar Steam ShipLine, and Kaiser
wasthesonof Henry Kai ser, thefamousindustrialist who by thistimehad built Boulder and Bonnevilledamsand
whowould soonmakeafortuneinshipbuildinganda uminum.

Theremainingtwo, Dan Arenaand Danny Foster, weretheyoungest. They werenot asrich astheother three,
but they dreamed largeand would becomethefirst tomaketheir mark onthesport, alongtheway beingthemain
charactersinoneof thegreatest underdog storiesinthesport’ shistory.

Both Arenaand Foster started by racing small outboards, but when the expenseof trying to outdo the other
becametoo high, they decidedto consolidatetheir efforts. That joint project cameintheform of faster and more
challenginginboards, thankstotheencouragement of Fageol, whohad ordered several hullsandwantedtheothers
torace against him so hewould have some competition. Of course, racing inboardswas expensive, so Arena
convinced hisfather to givethem somesponsorship money, which meant theboat wasnamed MissGol den Gate
inhonor of thefamily business, the Gol den Gate Winery innearby M odesto. |nexchange, thepair promisedthey
wouldwork inthevineyardswhenthegrapeswereready for harvest.

Intime, Arena sfather al so becameenamoredwith hisson’ sracinghobby. Infact, duringabusinesstripto
Philadd phia, hefoundanagingHispano-Wright
enginethat hethoughtwouldbeperfectfor his
son’ shoat, had thething shippedto Oakland
andaskedamechanicnamedLloydTaylorto
rebuildit. (Taylorwouldlater gainfameasthe
developer of theCrodeyengine) WithTaylor's
magi ctouch, theenginewasoneof themost
powerfulinNorthernCdiforniaandgaveArena
and Foster the wherewithal to collect race
victoriesat arapidpace.

By themid 1930sthepair feltlikethey had
conqueredtheCaliforniaracingscene, sothey
turnedtheir sightsto thebigtime: the Gold
Cup. Arenavolunteered to attend the 1937
raceinDetroit, carefully notedthevariety of
entrantsthereand returned homebelieving
that their engineprobably would beadequate
forthechdlenge. Their problem, heconcluded,
would betheboat; it wasn’'t upto Gold Cup
standards. So, Arena sdad reachedintohis
pocket again and agreed to fund the
constructionof alarger hull.

Being careful readers of the speedboat
magazines, Arenaand Foster knew al| about
anew three-point hull design devel oped by
Ventnor Boat Worksof New Jersey. Problem l

WaStheyCOUIdn taffordthe$2,200pr|cetag Above: The former Baxter Special Miss Golden Gate. Bottom: Danny
forabarehull fromVentnor, sotheyinstead Foster working on Hispano-Wright engine.
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producedtheir own set of drawingsbased on
photographsthey had acquired of asmaller
three-point boat. Oncetheir new craftemerged
fromtheshop, they painteditbrightyellowand [THss
put thename Miss Golden Gateonitsside. S
Followingatestrunof 75milesper houron
theOakland Estuary, the21-year-old Arena
and his 23-year-old friend borrowed a car
from Arena s mother, loaded it with their
provisionsand set off ontheir adventureand
headed east acrossDonner Passwiththeir big
yelow hydroplanefollowingbehind, strapped
toanoldwoodentrailer that wasattachedto
thebumper. Alongtheway, they stopped at
theBonnevilleSalt Flatstowatch John Cobb
set aland speed record, and then pushed on
acrosstheGreat Plains, over theMississippi
River andthroughtheMidwest to Detroit.
When they arrived, their first order of
businesswasastopat theDetroit Y acht Club |
togettheirregistrationmaterials. That’ swhere |
they learnedthey hada ready becomefamous. |
The Detroit newspapers had been buzzing |
about a mysterious entry by what they |
described astwo Californiamillionaires, so
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race officials were shocked when the two ..,:--::' __ — e 2 _;:
e ——_ S i ™
bedraggledyoungmenappearedandidentified |~ _—

themselvesasArenaand Foster. Danny Foster remembered themoment inani nterV| ew publishedintheUnlimited
Newsjournal inDecember 1984:

“Wedrovein,andthey said, ‘Where' syour boat? Areyoushippingitby train? Wesaid, ‘Why no, it’ sright out
infront. Y ouwannaseeit? They amostdied. Thenextday: retractions. They weren' t millionaires. They werejust
twokidswithaboat!"”

Arenaand Foster weredirectedtothepit areaand parked their humble$1,000 craft among raceboatsthat cost
atleastforty timesmore. But, judging by theperformanceof thoseboatsintesting, itwashardtotel | muchdifference.
Whilethe Golden Gatecruised smoothand steady around the Detroit River course, theothersbecamevictimsto
ahost of maladies.

Oneof thebiggestknocksagainsttheGold
Cuppers had been their poor reliability. It
seemed the boats couldn’ t stay running for
morethanafew|aps; andthe 1938 Gold Cup
was proving to be no exception. Herb
Mendel son’ snew NotreDameflippedduring
arunandsentdriver Clel Perry tothehospital;
Zalmon Simmonscouldn’t start theengineof
hisnew V entnor boat My Sin becausewater
had gottenintotheoil system; andtwomore
boatsdropped out onthemorning of therace
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becauseof mechanicd problems. That | eft
onlyfourtoanswerthestartinggunfor the
firstheat: theltalian Count TheoRoss in
hisbrightred Alagi, HaroldWilsoninthe
Miss Canada Il1, Bill Horn in Horace
Dodge' sodd-looking ExcuseMeandthe
low-budget boat from Oakland.

In the first heat, with Arena at the
steering wheel and Foster in theriding
mechanic’'s seat, the Golden Gate
bounded across the starting line right
behind the Canada I11. Their hold on
second placelasted only afew seconds,
however, as Count Rossi soon roared
pastinthemorepowerful Alagi. Meanwhile, behindtheOakland pair, the ExcuseMechuggedalongfor afew1aps
andthenbegantofall apart; thesponsonssplit, then piecesof deckingflew off andfinally thenosefol ded back and
landedinthecockpit beforeit cametoastopand quietly sank. That left only three.

Thesecondtimeout, the Canadalll washampered by an oil pump problem, whichleft theraceto Alagi
andthe Golden Gate. Arenaagain got acrossthestarting linebefore Count Rossi, but the Alagi was soon past
theyellow boat and continuedto pull further ahead clear totheend.

Inthefinal, Arenaagain piloted the Golden Gateacrossthelinefirst and turned afirstIap at almost 66 miles-
per-hour, but thenthenatural order of thingstook over and Rossi roared past oncemore. Arenawashavingagreat
ride, neverthel ess. TheGol den Gatewasrunning smoothly and, though hehadfallenabout half al ap behind, hewas
keeping pacewiththeAlagi asthey startedtheir fourthtimearound thebuoys. All considering, thesecond place
trophy waslooking pretty good, hethought to himself.

Suddenly, theGolden Gate' senginecoughedandfell silent. Asthemassivecrowdgroanedindespair andthe
boat dowedtoastop, Foster |eapt from hisseat and dived headfirstintotheenginecompartment. Heimmediately
saw thecul prit (thecableconnecting theaccel erator pedal tothethrottlehad broken), grabbed thethrottlelinkage
and brought theengineback tolifejust asthesputtering MissCanadal | wallowed past. So, onthey wentfor the
remaining elght laps, bounding acrossthewavesat about 50 miles-per-hour asFoster lay proneonthedeck with
hishead nestled next totheengineand hishand mani pul ating thethrottl e, and asArenadrovetheboat withonehand
onthesteeringwheel andtheother holding hisfriend’ sanklesohewouldn’ tfall intotheriver. Withonelaptogo,
theCanadalll finally stopped running, which gave Arenaand Foster thesecond placefinishthey hopedfor.

“Theroar of thecrowd drowned out theroar of themighty motors,” gushed areporter for PacificMotor Boat.
“TheOaklandladsrecei vedatributefew | osersever receive. They lost theracebut they weretheheroesof theGold
Cup.” The writer for Yachting Magazine, meanwhile, referring to the sport’s recent history of lackluster
performances, pointed out that it wasfortunate Arenaand Foster brought their littleyel |l ow flyer acrossthecountry
becausethey “ provided most of thecol or that relieved thedrabnessof thematch.”

Back homeinCalifornia, Arena’ smother andfather spent theday listeningtotheradioreports. They heardthe
excitedannouncer urgethepair tothefinishlineand, after therace, heard their son congratul atethewinner andtalk
about how muchfunithadbeen. Hismother’ sonly compl aint wasabout theway someof thepresshad embellished
thestory by sayingtheyoungmenhad cometo Detroitinasecond-hand car.

“Itwasn’ tasecond-handcar,” Mrs. Arenatoldareporter, increduloudy. “ It wasmy 1935 Ford coupe—without
adentinit!”

After therace, thetwo Californiansreturned hometo makegoodontheir promisetotendthefamily vineyards.
Arenawassosurethat hisfuturewasinthewinery, infact, that hesoldtheMissGolden Gateto hisfriend Stanley
Dallar; hislife' sambition having beenmet, or sohethought.
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U-1. The OhBoy! Oberto/
Miss Madison team is
working on routine
maintenance on the
primary hull. New props
and gearbox work is also
in order. With the starting
rules changing, most
teams are anticipating the
need for additional spare
parts such as uprights,
wings, canards. The
Oberto team is atwork on
those components. As was mentioned last month, some
serious discussion and options surround the back-up hull
(#8806). Those discussions have now played out. The
team has sold the Oberto/Madison back-up hull; see the
report on the U-22 Webster Racing team.
U-5/U-7/U-57 Ted Porter's PPE, LLC race team
continues to move forward with work on gearboxes, motors
and planstorace allthree hullsin 2011. Major sponsorship
arrangements are intheworks. The team has made some
changes with crew assignments and brought on some new
team members for 2011. There are plans for a spring
testing session. Ted Porter is using many of his display
hulls to promote his team, with one hull specifically
supporting the Air National Guard on a multi-city tour.
U-9. Mike Jones Racing continues to move towards
plans to run in Washington state, providing sponsorship
arrangements come through. Several names are being
discussed as driver possibilities.

U-11. The Peters & May/Unlimited Racing Group team
continues work on evaluating and making changesto their
“new” race boat. New electrical systems have been
fabricated, portions of decking removed to survey structural
integrity, new hardware fabricated, along with new canards,
air intakes, bullnoses, uprights, and wings. The engine
shop has been busy completely re-working the motors
thatwere acquired with the initial purchase and gearboxes
have been gone through aswell. The hull has been flipped
to inspect the running surfaces and access to other
components. Design work has begun on a “new” paint
scheme for the boat and should be finalized soon with
painting to follow as hull work wraps up.

U-13. Spirit of Detroit Racing has been relatively quiet
since last month when decks were removed and updates
done to tighten up the boat.

U-17. Red Dot Corp. has signed on again as title sponsor
forthe U-17. Crew nights have kept the Our Gang Racing
team busy building new parts, wings, bullnoses, cowling,
and making changesto their front canard. Work continues
on their third motor and some new gearbox packages.
They also acquired a stronger trailer for the race boat that
will allow more flexibility for storage, which they have been
re-working and painting. Expectto see the U-17 testing at
‘Tastin 'n Racin’ on Lake Sammamish in June, as it will

E Lon Erickson

provide some good opportunities for set-ups comparable
to the revised 2011 Madison racecourse.

U-22. The Webster Racing team made a big step and
purchasedthe Oberto back-up hull (#8806). This hullwas
the primary race boat for the team up through 2006,
finishing 2" in high points in 2005 & 2006. Ther sale
includes additional wings, uprights, and other components
built for that hull and will be the U-22 race team’s primary
boat. The work will now be configuring existing engines,
gearboxes, and parts to work in the new hull. The former
U-22 hull (#9703) aka “Tubby”, has been sold to Ted
Porter for use as a display hull.

88. The Schumacher Racing hydroplane will be referred to
as No. 88 this season as they have chosen the option to
drop the “U” from their number designation for marketing
purposes. Work continues at Ron Jones Jr.’s shop in
Pacific, Washingot on the new hull, while the crew works
on systems and building boat components at the
Schumacher Racing shopin Seattle. They willhave anew
motor along with new props, and gears. Joining the crew
will be Adam Bratvold from Whispering Turbines Inc.
Adam (Tracy Bratvold’s son) has worked as turbine
specialist for the Miss Geico Offshore team, along with
Ellstrom Racing and Bill Wurster’'s teams. Word coming
from the camp is still indicating the new boat will have a
lower profile deck and driver safety capsule. Team Manager
Jim Harvey has plans to test the new race boat in Tri-
Cities before the season opener at Madison. Billy and
Jane Schumacher, along with new driver J. Michael
Kelly, attended a Gold Cup fundraising eventin Detroitand
formally announced their sponsorship with Degree Men.
The hullleased from Fred Leland last season (#0010) is
now heading out for display duty ‘wrapped’ in new Degree
colors of black, gold, silver, and white.

U-96. The Elistrom Racing crew has been working on
building up a stock of spare parts for the 2011 season
along with routine system upgrades. As with all the teams
and the need to comply with some of the new rule changes
made during the off-season, the crew has been checking
and updating components to ensure all is current and up
to spec. At this point, no significant changes heading into
2011 for the Spirit of Qatar race boat.

U-100. The Lelandteam has been putting in work on two
of Fred’s race boats this spring, one being the hull that
racedin 2010 (#9899) and another from his race stable of
boats (#9701). It has not been decided which one will be
the primary hull in 2011. Sponsorships are also being
pursued and there has been mention of a possible testing
session, depending on hullchoice and upgrades presently
being worked on. Word on Fred’s automotive power hydro
(#9810) isthat he is stillworking on the project but unlikely
to see it finished in 2011 as other team priorities take
precedentright now.

~~UNJ



A Conversationwith
J. Michael Kelly

Interviewed by Craig Fjarlie

J. Michael Kelly started racing in the Junior Outboard category
when he was nine years old. He is a third generation boat racer.
He quickly established himself as a winning driver. As soon as
he was old enough he moved into adult outboard classes
driving both hydroplanes and runabouts. In 2004, Jim Harvey
selected Kelly to drive his U-2 (through 2005). That same
season, Kelly earned a place in the American Power Boat
Association’s Hall of Championsinthe Stock Outboard category.
He later drove the U-13 for Dave Bartush (2006 through 2008),
and the U-7 for Ted Porter’s Formula team (2009 and 2010).
Kelly won the UIM World Championship at Doha, Qatar, in
2009. He continued to race outboards and won an
unprecedented four championship titles at the 2010 Stock
Outboard National Championships and was again inducted
intothe APBA Hall of Champions. Earlier this year, Schumacher
Racing announced that Kelly would join their team as driver for
2011. In this interview, conducted by Craig Fjarlie, Kelly talks
about his expectations for the coming season.
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How did you and Schumacher get together ? Did hecall you, or how did that comeabout?

They calledme, but | hadtalkedtothemyearsbefore. It had alwaysbeenaninterest drivingfor themandaninterest
fromthemwantingmetodrivefor them. So, withJ.W. (Myers) and Scott (Raney) doingtheir ownthing, that kind
of opened up thedoor for me.

What can you tell usabout thenew boat?
Doyou seeanythingdifferentinthedesign,
theway it’sgoingtogether ?

It' sstartingtolook morelikeaboat every time
| go down there. | think it’s going to come §
together quitewell. Should besimilar tothe §
Obertoboat butwith, hopefully, better changes.

Lon Erickson photo

Ron Jones, Jr., isbuilding theboat.

JR’ sbasicaly buildingthisboat. So, alot of the
stuff that’ sgoingintoitnow, RonJonesispretty
muchdoingitall. It sgoingtobeaJR boat.

Ingeneral, what areyou looking forward toin the2011 season? What areyou hopingfor?



Thisisanew opportunity. It basically opens
the door not only on the race course but
outsideof it. It’ stheopportunity todrivethe
newest boat on the water. A lot of new
equipment, sothat’ || beanexcitingpart. The
other part, doingsomeof theP.R. andstuff like
that. Good opportunity for myself and my
family.
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Is Rob Graham, of Graham Trucking,
comingwithyoutothisteam?

No, he' snot. | didtalk tohim. He sgoingto,
probably, bemoreof afanthisyear, rooting
meon. He' |l probably help out Seattlealittle
bit more, just doing hisownthing.

Billy Schumacher hasa history in outboard racing. You're still involved in it. Have you found some
common ground with himand talked about someof that?

Oh,yeah.Y ouknow, it’ snicebe ngapartner of somebody who camefromthesamerootsasl have. We' |l probably
beal ot onthesamepage. Heraced outboards, I’ vedoneoutboards. Hedid OPC, now I’ mracing OPC. Hea so
wenttounlimitedsand stuff likethat.

Areyou goingto stay involved with the outboar ds, to someextent?

Oh, alittlebit, youknow. | couldgoracethekneelersif | wantedto (traditional outboardswheredriversraceina
knedlingposition—Ed.). | chosenottothisyear. I’ mgoingtorunsome45tunnel boat stuff (45 SSand SST 45classes
—Ed.) andthen probably someinboards, just to keep crisp ontheunlimited. Just kindaput theoutboard stuff on
hold, redly.

OK,thank you.

UL and Upcoming Unlimited Driver has a Close
Call at Spring Testing on Lake Washington

by Lon Erickson

Photos from Karl Pearson

After atesting session on L ake Washington,
KayleighPerkinsMallory wasreturningtothe
pitsintheUL-72Foster Care-ChangeA Lifetime
unlimited hydroplane, when an apparent fuel
leakignitedinfireing detheenginecompartment
of her raceboat. As she shut down, her crew
noticed the flames coming from the boat and
radioedfor her toget out.




Before she was able to exit the driver's
compartment, accumulated fumes exploded,
blowingtheright sideof thedeck off alongside
theengineandright sponson. Kayleighwasable
to free herself, attempted to activate the fire
suppressionsystem, andjumpedintothewater.
Thefirecontinuedtogrowwiththefiresuppresson
notworking, asrescuecraftrushedintoassist.

Kayleigh' sbrother Brian, her husband James,
andfellow racer ShanePratt jumpedintohelp
Kayleightoshore. Thehydro’ srightside, engine
compartment, and cockpit area continued to
burnasitdrifted totheshoreline. Crewscontained
thefirebut not beforetheboat sufferedextensive
damagetotheengineandcompartment. Kayleigh
was shaken but not hurt in the incident as her
trainingand quick responsepaid off.

Theexact causeof thefirehasnot been determined and theboat will requiremajor work beforecompetingagain.
TheUL-72teamisworkingonrepairingtheboat but at thispoint don’t haveadateset yet whento expect them
back onthewater for the2011 UL season.




#ime Bapsule 2011
1961; 50 years ago

By Hirk Pagel
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In 1961 the U-60 Miss Thriftway, carrying the name Miss Century 21 to promote the 1962
SeattleWorld' sFair,wonfour racesincluding the Gold CupinReno, Nevada. Sheaccomplished
that without winningasingleheat, and bonuspoi ntswerewritten out of the 1961 rulebook. Miss
Century 21 went on to win the
National Championship. Her other
threewinsincludedthePresident’s
Cup, the Diamond Cup and the
IndianaGovernor’sCup. Thisthird
Thriftway hull became the model
of consistency.

With only one race win, the
Harmsworth Trophy, the CA-3
Miss Supertest |11 continued her
undefeated record. 1961 wouldbe |
her final year of competition.
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Theonly hull that experienceda
name change during the race
season, wastheU-4 MissBurien,
which became Tempest whenthe |
fleet arrivedin Seattle. :

The U-40 MissBardahl, inits §
fourthandfina year of competition
withthe1958hull, finishedsecond §
in the National High Points. She §
had two race wins, one in the
World Championship by tenpoints
over Miss Century 21, in Seattle,
and the other in the Silver Cup
whichwasstoppedfollowing Bob
Hayward’'s death aboard Miss
Supertest I1.

Debuting at theill-fated Silver
Cup was the only new hull for
1961. This was the U-33 Miss
Lumberville, built by Roy Duby,
Walt Kade(driver),and owner Joe
Dewey. That samehull now resides
in the Hydroplane & Raceboat
Museum as Oh Boy! Oberto.

The U-55 Gale V won the 1961 Detroit Memorial and went on to one more podium finish
at Madison, placing third overall inthe 1961 high points.

Schoenith’s behemoth Gale VII had been running as U-56 Gale VI, but re-
appeared in 1961 as the V-16 Packard powered U-57.

Moen
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Gale V (3) photo, taken at Seattle by Kirk Pagel. Gale VIl photo, taken at Detroit from H&RM Collection.

Theformer Tempo VI placed second in atwo boat field at the Harmsworth, but struggled
the rest of the season as the U-99 Miss Detroit (on next page).
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Withthelongest“U” numberin s
history, the U-1230-910 CUTIE §
Radio (was yet another paint
job for theformer GalelV hull.
Driver & future owner Billy
Schumacher got his first ride in
1961, attheDiamond Cup. Laterin
the season, in Seattle, Billy took
over the U-5 Miss Tool Crib.

The U-25 Miss Spokanemade
her final appearance under that
nameat theGold Cup. BobGilliam
bought this hull at the end of the
season, and in 1963 she would =
re-appear as U-25 Miss Eagle
Electric, leased by Dave
Heerensperger.

The defending Gold Cup
championdatedback to 1959when,
running as U-00 Maverick, she
won in Seattle. In 1960 there was
no contest, dueto highwinds, and
by 1961, running as Miss Reno
driven by Lt. Col. Russ Schleeh,
she was but a shadow of her
former self. What adifferencethe
crew makes!

There were seven other race
Stesin1961, Detroitfor theDetroit
Memorial,and Coeur D’ Alenefor
the Diamond Cup. Seattle hosted
a trio of races on its Lake
Washington racecourse. The
World'sChampionship, theSesttle | -
Trophy, and QueensTrophy, were =
contested by thehigh, midandlow
qgualifiers. Picton, Ontario in
Canada, held the Harmsworth,
and rounding out the sites a -
second visit to Detroit for theill-fated Silver Cup, Washlngton D.C. for the Presidents
Cup, and Madison for the Governor’s Cup.
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