
According to many people's accounting, if we just move onto 2021 and be done with 2020, they would be okay with that.  2020 has been hard year everywhere for everyone.  No nation has been without complications from the Corona Virus, though the whole continent of Antarctica is free of any cases. Throw on top of this murder hornets, protests, natural disasters, Canadian Border being closed, and the world seems pretty scary and out of control.  And then we read Psalm 96.


Psalm 96 would lead us to say, that was a different time.  Those hopes are gone.  Maybe we will take up all this singing in 2021.  We will ascribe or give to the Lord  glory and strength once a vaccine is found and life goes back to normal.  But that is not what the Psalmist says.  He doesn't tell us, when things get better, sing and give to the Lord.  He commands us to do so now!  Even if chaos is all around us, the Lord is still to be feared, the Lord still made the heavens, and strength and glory are still in his sanctuary.  So sing.  Give the Lord glory and strength, bring an offering, tremble before him, because the Lord reigns, and he will judge the peoples with equity.  


Now the Psalm is broken up into two parts.  The first part is the reason to sing a new song.  The reasons are based on what the Lord has done.  The second part is to ascribe or give glory to God.  The reasons are based on what the Lord will do.  This has done, will do aspect to the Psalm are why Psalm 96 is used liturgically on Christmas Day.  Jesus has come.  And he will come again to judge.  That Maranatha idea appears again.  The Psalmist has made the two sections clear with the thrice repeated commands to sing and ascribe and a fourth synonym of declare and worship.  This Psalm is obviously a Psalm of praise.  It tells of the works and uniqueness of Yahweh as compared to all other gods.  It also tells how all creation responds to the work that God does.  Which is why it is included elsewhere.


This Psalm is one of 3 Psalms that are included in David's worship of God on the day the Ark of the Covenant finally came to rest in Jerusalem.  Psalm 105 and 106 fill out the rest of David's singing in 1 Chronicles 16:8-36.  David is rejoicing that the Covenant has returned to the seat of authority in Israel for the first time since the day the Prophet Eli died and Ichabod was born 21 years before.  The Philistines had taken it in battle that day, but 1 Samuel tells of their trials and tribulations during those 7 months as everywhere it went, mayhem followed.  After finding no where safe, they took it back across the border and left it there for the Israelites to deal with.  Improper care and treatment led many to fear it and it spent 20 years sitting in Israel.  Finally David brought it back into the Capital and found himself dancing in the streets.  


Now, the first line emphasizes this with the idea of a “new song.”  Whenever you see the term new song, it is not just something you have not heard before.  The term is used 6 times in the Psalms, once in Isaiah, and twice in Revelation.  Every time it is used is because the Lord is doing a new thing.  A new mercy has been given to the people.  In David's use, the Ark of the Covenant is back in the center of Israel's life.  Saul had it, but did not use it.  But now it is in the center of Jerusalem.  God is back in the center of their lives in a tangible way again.  Psalm 33 has it as God created the heavens, Psalm 40 uses the term for when they were no longer in a slimy pit and instead standing on Solid Ground.  Psalm 98  and 149 speaks of God's salvation.  Psalm 144 for when David was saved from the sword.  Isaiah 42 speaks of how God is coming as a warrior to bring light where there is darkness and make rough places smooth.  Revelation has “new song” happening in chapter 5 and 14.  The first where the lamb is able to open the scroll that no one else could.  The second where the 144,000 sing it as the lamb stands on Mount Zion and they are now blameless.  This new song is a sign of major life change.


This life change is key to being able to sing the new song.  If you have not experienced God's salvation, how can you sing about it?  If you have not seen God's glory and strength, how can you bring  anything that will peak the interest of the nations to want to worship God?  Scripture tells us that David was bringing in a box that had caused boils to pop up on the previous town's population it had rested in, statues to fall to the ground and crumble, someone unworthy touching it died immediately.  This Ark that David is bringing into Jerusalem is dangerous, but it is also good.  The God and the objects that God used during the Exodus rest in this box.  They reminded the people of Israel what God had already done for them, what he was doing for them, what he would do for them.  They knew with the indwelling presence of God so close, their lives would not remain the same.  Some of the troubles of the past are gone.  A new era of life had embarked upon them.  It was time to sing a new song.


God's presence in our lives carries with it the promise of salvation.  Not just for you as an individual, but for every part of earth. The heavens, the seas, the earth, and the trees sing for joy, because they know things will not continue in the same way.  God is bringing about a different way.


That different way was judgement.  This is something we like to gloss over, acknowledge and then quickly move on.  Or give lip service to and then assume it is mainly for someone else besides ourself.  We are bad, but not that bad.  But we need to remember, if we were doing everything correctly to start with, we would not need salvation.  What would we need to be saved from?  Those who are not perfect like ourselves?  Part of what hopefully led you to committing your life to Christ, or at least begin the examination of committing your life to God is, you realized your ability was insufficient to do what you knew you were called to do.  To live in the way you felt called to live.  As you looked at your life, what you wanted to be like and what you were like were not the same thing.  At some point, despite your best intentions and efforts, you used some standard to say, “I can't do this.”  If we use God's standard, we quickly come to the conclusion that there is no way we will ever do this by ourselves.  We have traveled with David long enough to know he usually did not have too many grand illusions that he could run the kingdom himself.  When he does, we see his greatest failures, his lowest moments.


But on this day, he is bringing the living presence of God into Jerusalem.  The Holy of Holies will dwell nearby his throne.  When a decision needs to be made, David can consult God.  Something that Saul did not do during his reign very often.  This is why David is rejoicing, because he knows it is not all on him.  God is with him, and God's character or name are different from other gods.  The others are false idols, but this God made the heavens and all that is on earth.


We as Christians can join David in singing this joyous Psalm, because we have it one step better than David.  The Ark of the Covenant may be long gone, but the Spirit that dwelt in that Ark now dwells within our hearts.  The Spirit has judged us already and has also provided the salvation necessary through the death and resurrection of Jesus because we can not do it on our own.  If we have expereienced this world changing reality, we are singing a new song, because life is no longer the same.  We are not dependent on ourselves to make everything right.  Which is good, because things have gotten worse since I started working on this sermon.  There was the explosion in Beruit, gale force winds are heading our way, congress was unable to make headway in getting people the help they need, and our community is now becoming divided over pieces of fabric on our faces.  If you need further proof that we can not do this on our own, I do not know what to offer you.


But thankfully God does, as did the Psalmist.  They tell us to remind the nations, “The Lord reigns!”  The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity. This is good news for everyone and everything.  So Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in it; let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them. Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy; they will sing before the Lord, for he comes, he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in his truth. 


So let us sing that new song to the Lord!

Sing to the Lord a new song; 

sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
2
Sing to the Lord, praise his name; 

proclaim his salvation day after day. 
3
Declare his glory among the nations, 

his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 
4
For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; 

he is to be feared above all gods. 
5
For all the gods of the nations are idols, 

but the Lord made the heavens. 
6
Splendor and majesty are before him; 

strength and glory are in his sanctuary. 
7
Ascribe to the Lord, O families of nations, 

ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
8
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 

bring an offering and come into his courts. 
9
Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness; 

tremble before him, all the earth. 
10
Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns.” 

The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; 

he will judge the peoples with equity. 
11
Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 

let the sea resound, and all that is in it; 
12
let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them. 

Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy; 
13
they will sing before the Lord, for he comes, 

he comes to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world in righteousness 

and the peoples in his truth. 
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