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Goals/Agenda:
Review the slavery thread, review the DBQ rubric changes, introduce the three-step strategy, practice thesis and 
contextualization, examine and discuss student samples from the practice DBQ, review the significance of the 13th, 14th, 
and 15th Amendments.

Benjamin 
Franklin 
enjoying a 
beautiful essay!



DBQ Rubric What’s Changed?

THESIS → SAME

CONTEXTUALIZATION →SAME

STEP 1/DESCRIPTION → SAME

STEP 3/DOCS AS EVIDENCE → FOUR 
INSTEAD OF SIX

EBD → SAME

STEP 2/HIPP → TWO INSTEAD OF 
THREE

UNICORN → SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT 
WORDING BUT ESSENTIALLY THE SAME 
WITH NEW OPTIONS INCLUDING USING 
ALL SEVEN DOCUMENTS TO DEFEND 
ARGUMENT OR HIPPING FOUR DOCS

Updated Rubrics 
Page on FFAPUSH

http://www.ffapush.com/2023-updated-rubrics.html


Review the events on the timeline. Three events are highlighted. Think of how 
things changed or stayed the same before and after each of those three. Also 
think about other events you would mark as turning points. 



Read the poem. 
What is the historical situation? 
What dream has been deferred?
What does the author mean by “does it explode?”

This activity available on FFAPUSH

https://nebula.wsimg.com/2c838e9320e024025060a91850c1286a?AccessKeyId=E9AACE2A0AB5B10EA5F6&disposition=0&alloworigin=1


The rubric for the DBQ question has 
seven points. Three points are all 
about documents.
     Strategies for Thesis, Contextualization, Evidence, and   
     Complexity are the same as LEQ… (the other 4 points).   
     However, there are a few special options for complexity 
     on the DBQ that you don’t see on LEQ.

Updated Rubrics 
Page on FFAPUSH

http://www.ffapush.com/2023-updated-rubrics.html


You can interrupt the steps at anytime to add EBD 
(Evidence Beyond the Documents) or ping-pong 
(complexity/connecting to a different era). 

I recommend separating EBD and ping-pong into their 
own paragraphs, BUT remember your essay is a 
rough draft! 

There are more sophisticated ways to write, so 
consider this strategy a steppingstone… and 
remember it is a strategy to target points!

Step 1
(description point)

Step 2
(HIPP point)

Step 3
(docs as evidence point)

3-Steps and 
Template 
also available 
on original 
DBQ page.

http://www.ffapush.com/dbq-strategies.html
http://www.ffapush.com/dbq-strategies.html
http://www.ffapush.com/dbq-strategies.html
http://www.ffapush.com/dbq-strategies.html
http://www.ffapush.com/dbq-strategies.html


Do you understand 
the theme?

What is the skill being 
tested?

What is the topic?

What’s the prelude?

Complex Formula:
Although X, Y b/c…

Simple Formula:
Restate the prompt, 
take a stand on the 
qualifier, and provide 
a line of reasoning.

Student Sample Contextualization with simple thesis:
The Civil War ended with the Union victory and the Confederate surrender. Then the process 
of Reconstruction began. The Civil War Amendments fostered change in United States identity 
to a small extent because racism and sectionalism continued.

Student Sample Contextualization with complex thesis:
During the Antebellum Era, the abolition movement grew determined to end slavery. This 
relates to the topic of Civil War Amendments, because the 13th Amendment abolished slavery. 
Although the Civil War Amendments maintained continuity in American identity because they 
failed to truly reform the social structure of the South, they fostered change to a greater extent 
because slavery ended, civil rights were guaranteed, and black men were given the right to 
vote.

13th – ended slavery, 14th – civil rights, 15th – voting rights, Union victory in Civil War

NOTE: The prompt for the activity has 
been simplified to reflect more 
realistic AP prompt.



Student Sample for Doc #1:
The map of early emancipation (Doc. 1) shows the early division 
between North and South over slavery. This relates to the issue  of 
slavery as Northern states emancipated slaves shortly after American 
independence while the South remained slave states. 
The historical situation of the map included the American Revolution 
which resulted in the 13 colonies becoming 13 states faced with the 
question of whether to continue slavery. The war is relevant to the 
argument that the Civil War Amendments fostered change in American 
identity, because ending slavery and guaranteeing civil rights moved 
the nation closer to the ideals set forth in the Revolution.  
One of those ideals was the concept of natural rights which was 
included in the Declaration of Independence. Those rights were not to 
be violated by government, yet the rights of African Americans were 
violated with slavery. When the 13th Amendment ended slavery, 
change happened for identity as slaves were no longer property but 
people. (EBD) 
Therefore, the Civil Rights Amendments changed American identity as 
chattel slavery ended in the entire nation instead of it just ending in 
the North after the Revolution. 

Use the model/example to introduce the 
strategy and review the rubric.



Student Sample for Doc #1:
The map of early emancipation (Doc. 1) shows the early division 
between North and South over slavery. This relates to the issue  of 
slavery as Northern states emancipated slaves shortly after American 
independence while the South remained slave states. 
The historical situation of the map included the American Revolution 
which resulted in the 13 colonies becoming 13 states faced with the 
question of whether to continue slavery. The war is relevant to the 
argument that the Civil War Amendments fostered change in American 
identity, because ending slavery and guaranteeing civil rights moved 
the nation closer to the ideals set forth in the Revolution.  
One of those ideals was the concept of natural rights which was 
included in the Declaration of Independence. Those rights were not to 
be violated by government, yet the rights of African Americans were 
violated with slavery. When the 13th Amendment ended slavery, 
change happened for identity as slaves were no longer property but 
people. (EBD) 
Therefore, the Civil Rights Amendments changed American identity as 
chattel slavery ended in the entire nation instead of it just ending in 
the North after the Revolution. 

Step 1
(description point)

Step 2
(HIPP point)

Step 3
(docs as evidence point)

Use the lingo of the HIPP you choose 
to wave the flag: Hello! I’m hipping!

Remember: maps, graphs, charts, etc. only leave 
you ONE HIPP option: Historical Situation!



Student Sample:
Document #2 is Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address. This 
speech describes the founding of America with the 
ideal that all men are created equal. This relates to the 
topic of the Civil War Amendments, because the 
Amendments sought to include African Americans in 
that concept. 
The historical situation of the address was the Union 
victory in the Battle of Gettysburg. That victory marked 
a turning point in favor of the Union and the eventual 
end of slavery which supports the argument that the 
Amendments changed identity because they followed 
through with the ideas Lincoln set forth in this speech. 

The Amendments were not enough to truly include African Americans in this concept of all men are created equal. In the 
following eras, Jim Crow laws were passed that violated the rights of Blacks and forced them into continued subjugation. It 
wasn’t until the Civil Rights Movement that the change in American identity truly included everyone when the government 
started protecting voting rights and ended segregation. The Civil Rights movement actually fostered more change in identity 
than the Civil War Amendments did. Therefore, the Amendments fostered change to a small extent because it would take a 
long time before identity reached the ideal expressed in the speech. 



Student Sample:
Document #2 is Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address. This 
speech describes the founding of America with the 
ideal that all men are created equal. This relates to the 
topic of the Civil War Amendments, because the 
Amendments sought to include African Americans in 
that concept. 
The historical situation of the address was the Union 
victory in the Battle of Gettysburg. That victory marked 
a turning point in favor of the Union and the eventual 
end of slavery which supports the argument that the 
Amendments changed identity because they followed 
through with the ideas Lincoln set forth in this speech. 

The Amendments were not enough to truly include African Americans in this concept of all men are created equal. In the 
following eras, Jim Crow laws were passed that violated the rights of Blacks and forced them into continued subjugation. It 
wasn’t until the Civil Rights Movement that the change in American identity truly included everyone when the government 
started protecting voting rights and ended segregation. The Civil Rights movement actually fostered more change in identity 
than the Civil War Amendments did. Therefore, the Amendments fostered change to a small extent because it would take a 
long time before identity reached the ideal expressed in the speech. 

Step 1
Step 2

Step 3    Ping Pong



Student Sample:
The Civil War Amendments fostered change in identity to a large extent as it ended 
slavery with the 13th. General Order No. 3 also expresses this change in the 
Emancipation Proclamation which stated slavery was over in places like Texas. 
Therefore, the order supports the argument that the Amendments fostered change, 
because it describes how slaves are now free laborers. Freedom is an important part 
of American identity. (Doc. 3)

Student Sample for EBD:
One piece of evidence not found in the documents that also supports the argument that 
the Civil War Amendments changed American identity to a small extent was the 
Compromise of 1877. This compromise ended Reconstruction and after the military was 
removed from the South the nation was once again whole but also once again treating 
Blacks in the South as slaves. The 15th Amendment guaranteed suffrage for black men. 
But, after that compromise voting rights were taken away. Therefore, the Amendments 
fostered little change.



Student Sample:
The Civil War Amendments fostered change in identity to a large extent as it ended 
slavery with the 13th. General Order No. 3 also expresses this change in the 
Emancipation Proclamation which stated slavery was over in places like Texas. 
Therefore, the order supports the argument that the Amendments fostered change, 
because it describes how slaves are now free laborers. Freedom is an important part 
of American identity. (Doc. 3)

Student Sample for EBD:
One piece of evidence not found in the documents that also supports the argument that 
the Civil War Amendments changed American identity to a small extent was the 
Compromise of 1877. This compromise ended Reconstruction and after the military was 
removed from the South the nation was once again whole but also once again treating 
Blacks in the South as slaves. The 15th Amendment guaranteed suffrage for black men. 
But, after that compromise voting rights were taken away. Therefore, the Amendments 
fostered little change.

Step 1
With topic sentence

Step 3
Raise the FLAG to let the 
reader know your intention! 
Don’t let your EBD be 
confused with historical 
context/situation by 
separating it into its own 
paragraph AND use the 
lingo to wave your flag!
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