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Welcome
M essage from Your President
Hello DBOS members:
March is here and the growing season is in full swing. I have been
to several members homes and it's amazing the amount of orchids
blooming and the amount of buds waiting to open. This year I am
also impressed by the variety of orchids our members have in their
collections and bring to our meetings for judging.

February Meeting LT to Rt: Becky, Will, Russ, Carol, James, Valerie,
Diana, Bill

Keep in mind that the weather is changing and the sun is getting
stronger so adjust the location/screening of your collection
accordingly to prevent sunburn damage.
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Our annual orchid auction will be held at our monthly meeting on
March 14. You will be
able to bid on some
of the best orchids
we have had in
several years. There
will be orchids from
all of our vendors
who participate in
our annual show
held each October. I
will
be
posting
You can bid on these blooming orchids
photos of many of
them
on
our
Facebook page so you can get an idea of which ones you want to
bid for before the auction. All of the orchids this year are blooming
size and there will be a great variety to choose from.

This past weekend, 32 DBOS members went on the bus trip to
Fairchild Orchid International Orchid Show and we had a fun day
buying exquisite and lovely orchids, touring the botanical gardens,
butterfly house, and enjoying sharing the day with fellow members
and friends.
Since we have the annual orchid auction this month there will not
be a raffle table or member's plants judging.
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I hope to see you at every meeting this year. We have some
fantastic out of state guest speakers in the coming months, who
you won't want to miss.
See you at our monthly meeting Wednesday, March 14th.
Doors open at 6:30 pm and meeting starts at 7:00 pm.
Bill Thrall,
DBOS President
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Our bus trip to the International Orchid Show. Thanks to everyone who
helped make this possible and especially our organizer, Barbara Shaw.

AO S CO RNER
What makes orchid roots different from common house or
garden plants?
Most of the orchids grown by hobbyists are epiphytes. In nature, rather than
grow into the ground, epiphytes use their roots to attach themselves to trees or
rocks where light and air movement are more plentiful.
The central core of an orchid root is covered by a spongy material called
velamen. This spongy material stores water for the plant and should it remain

wet for too long, the central core will rot
and will no longer be able to absorb
moisture and nutrients. If an orchid plant is
potted in soil or dirt, the roots will not
receive enough air and will be unable to dry
out and will rot. In order for an orchid plant
to be healthy and produce flowers, water,
air and light must be in balance.
Orchid roots can be very fine such as those
of the Oncidium family or very thick like
Phalaenopsis or Vanda roots. The thickness
of the roots is usually a good measure to
determine the type of orchid potting media to use: In general, the thicker the
root, the more open and less dense the potting material.
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WILL IT GROW HERE?

Lycaste:

Will it grown in
South Florida?
Pronunication: Lye-CAST-ee
Tribe: Maxillarieae
Subtribe: Lycastinae
The
genus Lycaste
was
formerly divided into four
sections:
Fimbriatae,
Deciduosae,
Lycaste
and
Longisepalae.
They have
spineless
pseudobulbs,
persistent
leaves,
typically
green sepals and petals, and a
fimbriate lip. Results of DNA
analysis provide strong support
for the separation of Lycaste
section Fimbriatae from the
rest of the genus. These
species appear to be much
more
closely
related
to
Anguloa than to the remaining
three
sections
of Lycaste.
Recently, these species have
been transferred to a newly
created genus, Ida.

Monopodial orchids often have arial roots that are produced at intervals along
the main stem and grow out and down. Some attach to the support, if it is a
slab or a totem, some go down into the potting mix in a basket or pot, but
many monopodial plant roots hang in the air. Many originate above the lower
leaves. Active roots are white with green or brownish tips when in growth. Dry
dead roots look like brown strings and may be cut off with a sterile tool if their
central core is brown.
The roots of sympodial orchids grow from the rhizome. They are white and
fleshy with a spongy covering layer. The growing tips are bright green,
reddish- brown or olive color. As with roots of all plants, the growing tip is
pushed forward by the division of the cells immediately behind it.
Roots take up water and nutrients for the growth of the plant. On orchids they
also serve as holdfasts, attaching themselves to the insides of containers, into
the slabs of cork or tree fern, or even attaching to the plastic peanuts used for
drainage material in pots. Roots often venture over the edges of pots or
baskets, hanging out in the air as they do in nature.
When growing in the wild, roots may secure themselves in the cracks of bark or
rocks. They absorb water and nutrients from the debris that collects around
them.
Printed by the AOS. Read the entire article CLICK HERE:

GROWING ORCHIDS IN MARCH
BY DR. MARTIN MOTES

As benign a February as could have been imagined is giving way to a
March which is definitely coming in like a lamb. It is extremely unlikely that
it will be going out like a lion. With temperatures consistently in the mid to
upper 80's, we are having an early start to the growing season. Both water
and fertilizer should continue to be withheld from those genera which have
not yet broken their dormancy but for all others it is full steam ahead.
Vandas in particular are relishing this warm weather with the wide
swings of day to night temperatures. Such conditions stimulate them to both
root and bloom. Be sure that they are getting plenty of food and water. With
the low relative humidity, Vanda roots can sometimes dry to the degree that
they behave like a cork in a bottle, repelling rather than absorbing water.
Cooler growing: Winter night Be sure they turn dark green overall when the second or third application of
50-60F, Winter day 65-70F, water has been made. In the hot, dry windy weather which we are
maximum
summer
day expecting earlier than usual, a second light misting mid to late afternoon is
temperature should be below often beneficial. Fertilizer should replace water at least once a week to get
our vandas off to a roaring start on the growing season.
85F when growing and vary
according to the altitude of the
Sympodial orchids which have broken into growth should be
species.
allowed dry thoroughly between heavy waterings. The hot dry weather will

dry them out quickly. Water early to be sure that water is not standing in the

From the AOS .

new growths. Now is the perfect time to apply a six month time release
fertilizer. The brand sold at retail as Dynamite and wholesale as Nutri-cote
is much the best. Lowe's sells a formula which has the recommended low
phosphorus content.
Both mites and thrips also will be thriving in the hot dry conditions.
Should we be blessed with a cold front sufficient to lower temperatures into
the low 80's a last opportunity to use oil as recommended in Fla. Orchid
Growing should not be missed. Be careful to water thoroughly the day
before applying either oil or soap.

IS ANYONE REBLOOMING
LYCASTE?

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Our membership year starts
on January 1st and if you

Now is the time for catching up on re-potting. It is also prime time
for making cuttings of terete vandas (Papilioanthe), removing and resetting
offshoots from vandas and naturalizing orchids on trees or other sites in the
dooryard. Really, any excuse to be outside in some of the most delightful
weather of the year should not be missed!
President, Motes Orchids
Upcoming Meetings and Events

have not yet renewed, please
do so immediately by

March 14th: Annual Orchid Auction

contacting Donna.

April 11: Roy Tokunaga , H&R Nurseries, Inc. Hawaii

We would hate to see you
leave our society.

May 9th: Hands-on repotting workshop
June 13th: Norman Fang, Normans' Orchids, California
SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Welcome to Our New
Members

W. Thomas Johnson, DBOS Board Member
Associate Vice President, Financial Advisor
Investment Management Consultant
Tim Knapp
NMLS # 1282417
Lester Schwartzman
Morgan Stanley Wealth Management
Thank you for joining and be sure 561-394-8600,561-394-8688
to pick up your new member packet
William.johnson.jr@morganstanley.com
and ID badge at the March 14, 2018
_________________________________________________
meeting.
W E W ANT TO HE AR
FROM YOU
If you have any suggestions or
comments regarding the Society,
meetings or this newsletter, please
feel free to contact our President,
William Thrall, at 561-506-3371 or
e-mail.
If you have special event in your
life or know of a member who is
ill, please call our Corresponding
Secretary, Thomas Johnson at 561350-8451.
Moving? Changed your e-mail or
phone number? We don't want to
lose contact with you. Please
contact
our
Membership
Chair, Donna Holt Swanson.

Our goal is to stimulate interest, provide education and enable the
exchange of information among orchid lovers

interested in the culture of orchids.
DELRAY BEACH ORCHID SOCIETY
PO Box 6571
Delray Beach, FL. 33482
Monthly Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month,
except December. Start time 7:00 PM
Location: Veterans Park Adult Recreation Building, 802 NE 1 Street, Delray
Beach, FL. 33483
561-573-2360 or 561-638-9014
Visit our Web Site Click here
Follow us on Facebook
We are a non profit 501 {c} 3 organization

