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Dendrobium parishii, great blooming and smells great (photographed by F. Brem).
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Message from the President

Hi All,
This year is speeding by at record speed for me I hope you all are getting to relax a bit more. Not a
whole lot of business to handle except for one thing I can think of now. Have you ever wanted to see
a program on something that we have not done? Have you ever wanted more sway in terms of who
comes to present at the meetings? Well now you can, Jim Harwell has given us two great years of
programs, but alas, all things must pass and Jim’s tour as VP and program chair is over and it is time
for someone new to fill his shoes. I don’t want to have to pull teeth and twist arms, so someone that
has a little time to spend shooting out some emails to potential speakers please step to the plate.
Other than the initial round of emails, it really does not take much time. Heck, I managed to pull it off
as a grad student trying to finish my dissertation, surely someone can take on this important job. And
it is not a thankless job, you will be showered with praise and line yourself up for a big karmic return
to the tune of all of your orchids blooming, all year long, I promise. think about it, if no one steps up
soon, I’ll start using my presidential stroke and nominating people, and you cannot reject a
nomination.
Also, last meeting I said that I too would like to step down and enter the illustrious ranks of expresidents, and I’d still love to (I hear they play golf and have exclusive cocktail parties all the time!).
However, if no one want to do it, I’m not the kind of person who will trick someone into doing it by
saying, “Hey Forrest, it is only a two year appointment then someone else will do it" only to later find
out that it’s only two years if you can find someone to replace you (thank you Mark Mills). I will
continue to serve as president until I move, die, or am impeached. I won’t be there this weekend, we
are taking the kid to meet some family in Indiana that are chomping at the bit to meet her or see her
again so I’ll miss everyone and I hope you all have a great meeting in my absence. Finally, I see that
very few of you took me up on my pled to join our Facebook page, shame on you. I think it would be
really fun if a lot of us got on there. Just go
to https://www.facebook.com/groups/626240354116985/ and join or sign up. It’s free and can be a
lot of fun. Later
Forrest Brem
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Cattleya warneri 'Brazilian Springtime'
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MEMPHIS ORCHID SOCIETY
2014 CALENDAR
January

01/26

2:00

Susan Wilson

Lycastes

February

02/23

2:00

Deb Delmas

Appreciating Furan

March

03/23

2:00

-

Society Orchid Swap

April

04/27

2:00

Robert Wayne with
Roberts Flower
Supplies

May

05/16-18

-

-

31st Annual Memphis Orchid Society Show & Sale

June

06/22

2:00

Sam Tsui

Parvi Paphs and Their Culture
New Members Appreciation/Orientation Day

July

07/27

2:00

Mark Reinke with
Marble Branch Orchids

August

08/24

2:00

Unannounced

September

09/28

2:00

Fred Clark

Mini and Compact Cattleyas

October

10/26

2:00

Barry Jones, AOS
Judge

Space Saver Orchids

November

11/23

2:00

Unannounced

December

12/07

2:00

-
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Memphis Orchid Society Holiday Party
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Dendrobium thyrsiflorum

Visitor and Membership Report
At the June meeting, we had a total of 31 members, two visitors, our guest speaker and his wife. Of
the 31 members present, five were new members who joined at the show in May. They were Dee
Dee Dahl, Dixie Henderson, Victoria Padgett, Cynthia Spangler, and Dr. Ruth Williams. We hope you
all enjoyed the meeting. We look forward to seeing you back in July. Others who joined at the show
were Mr. and Mrs. Don Spencer, Dawn Merrick, Bob Haynie, Shirley Spiller, Suzanne Brewer, Ana
Flores, and Jeanne Bleu. We hope to see all our new members in July.
Our visitors were Cynthia Lancaster and Eric Kuhnel’s daughter, Brenda. Cynthia is giving some
serious thought to joining. We hope she will. Brenda was in Memphis helping celebrate her Dad’s
80th birthday. Happy Birthday, Eric, and many more!
Bill and Nancy
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Chilochista parishii

APRIL Meeting Minutes
Jimmy Harwell opened the meeting with news that President Forrest Brem had a baby girl.

Congratulations to Forrest and Meghan and baby Juniper! Treasurer Debra Baker announced that
there are still openings for Trophy Sponsors. Flyers provided by Kathrine Perryman, please take
some. Also it is time to renew donations to the Botanic Garden and American Orchid Society. The
membership voted to renew the AOS and also make a donation to the Atlanta Judging Society of
100.00.
Wayne Roberts of Roberts Flower Supply was our Speaker. He had samples of all the different
growing media that there is out there for potting. He also gave information of where these media
come from and if still available or why not.
Show Chair Charles Wilson’s update on the show, Vendors are all set still waiting on hearing from
Societies. Susan Wilson also indicated that we are in good shape for Hospitality. Refreshments
were provided by David Potts, Chuck Pintner and Leanne Burton.
Show and Tell: Plants presented from Judy Holzer, Nancy Detling, Melissa Garner, Chuck Pintner,
Fay LeVine and Randy Bayer. The monthly winners were Nancy Detling for her Den. Unicum and
Melissa Garner for Den. Jenkinsii.
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Cirrhopetalum bootanoides

JUNE Meeting Minutes
President Forrest Brem opened the meeting with thanks for refreshments. Don and Rory Theeuwes,
Forrest, Eric and Susan Kuhnel. Since it was Eric’s Birthday we also had cake and ice cream. Cost
update was given on the May show with $2,200 taken in, $1,131.17 paid out with $1,068.83
remaining. Debra Baker suggested that we create and use a graphic picture of some sort for the
cover page. Suggestions were requested. The Botanic Garden sent a Thank You for our May Show
and Sale. There were several events happening during our show and while hectic everything went
ok. There are some key chains left over from Thank You Gift Bags for the judges, cost is $3.75.
Show and Tell – Many plants were shown, too numerous to list. The plant of the month went to Ellen
Watson for her Epidendum Greenhornet and Doug Mallory for his Sobennikoffia robusta.
Sam Tsui of Orchid Inn made the drive initially to pick up a Sculpture from Kamram Kiani but when
we found out we asked if he would be interested in doing a presentation and also brought plants for
sale. He graciously agreed to present Parvi Paphs and Their Culture. Sam spoke on the
Parvisepalums covering their growing conditions ranging from cool to hot tolerant, very hardy and
with high humidity. The flowers are known for the ‘Puffy’ pouch and they can be tall or short. Sam
discussed the time line of when species were discovered in their respective regions in China and
North Vietnam starting from 1924 up to the last discovery in 1999. Hybrids cover many combinations
from the parents. Air movement is needed 24/7. Sam also donated a plant to each of our new
members.
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Cymbidiums in the Hot South

Cym Billion Dollar Baby 10

Cym Annie Kelly 1-05a

I finished my hard work for the season having repotted over 100 cymbidium plants which included
several that needed to be divided since I didn't want to plant them in larger than 12" pots.
The next phase for this season has begun, namely starting to feed the standard cymbidiums bloom
formula fertilizer, 6-30-30. The standard cymbidiums will normally start to spike in the latter part of
November or December. Since most of what I have learned about cymbidiums has been from
hybridizers in California or New Zealand that I have visited, or at least swapped emails with them, I
have followed their recommendations. There has been a conflict of opinions as to when to switch
from standard fertilizer to bloom formula, with opinions ranging from May to August. I now have
started in June, and am trying to find out which will induce the greatest percentage of cyms to
blossom.
Another problem that I am facing and need to resolve is that most of the HTC have grown enough for
me that now they should be of blossoming size. The question is, since they may blossom at different
times of the year and/or several times during the year, when is the appropriate time to try
to initiate blossoming? That is a topic that I will need to research with the experts.
ericfishing@hotmail.com
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MOS Announcements:
Name Tag. f you would like a Memphis Orchid Society Name Tag, the cost is $8.00 for a pin tag and
$10.00 for a magnet tag.

2014 MOS REFRESHMENT VOLUNTEERS
DATE

SWEETS

January 26
February 23
March 23
April 27
May
June 22
July 27
August 24
September 28
October 26
November 23
December 7

Nancy Detling
Forrest Brem
Mark Mills
David Potts

SAVORIES

DRINKS

Debra Baker
Randy Bayer
George Bond
Doug Mallory
Mark Mills
Annette Mautz
Chuck Pintner
Leanne Burton
MOS Show – No regular meeting
Susan and Eric Kuhnel
Forrest Brem
Don & Rory Theeuwes
Roberta & Jim Price
Roberta & Jim Price
Adrian Giles
Laura & Elizabeth Carter
OPEN
Judy Holzer
Susan Wilson
Barbara Baker
Fenwick Chappel
OPEN
Ronnie & Susan Young
Andy Nguyen
Beverly Tipton
Paul & Melissa Gamer
Rory Theeuwes
Holiday Party
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