Keep up the good works!

(Your labor is not in vain).

Heb 6:92 But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany
salvation, though we thus speak. 10 For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and
labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the
saints, and do minister. 11 And we desire that every one of you do shew the same
diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end: 12 That ye be not slothful, but
followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

Ps 58:11 So that a man shall say, Verily there is a reward for the righteous: verily he is a God that
judgeth in the earth.

I.) The righteous have a clear conscience: blameless before the Lord.

A.) 1PE 3:13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if
you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what they fear; do not
be frightened." 15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give
an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do
this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak
maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 It
is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 18 For Christ died
for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to
death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 19 through whom also he went and
preached to the spirits in prison 20 who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in
the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were
saved through water, 21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also--not
the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It
saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at
God's right hand--with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.

B.) The righteous are humble and have a desire to see God glorified
through his people. Nehemia 1:4-11

I1.) No excuses to justify the lack of commitment to the work of the
Lord.
A.) The righteous have power and authority through the Holy Spirit.

LK 10:18 e replied, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19| have
given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the

power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 20 However, do not rejoice that the
spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven."

B.) The Righteous have all their needs met. With the favor of God,
the hearts of men will show favor to the righteous. Nehemiah 2:1-
9



I11.) We must contend for the faith, and not be intimidated.
Nehemiah 2:10-20
A.) Hold fast to the truth, stand against false doctrines, and protect
the weak. Jude 14-24
B.) Stand in faith against the adversary that would rise up at the
mention of your working for the Lord. Nehemiah 4:1-15
C.)Working together with our brothers and sisters in the faith to
protect one another and complete the work of the Lord.

Nehemiah 4:16-21 Ne6:15 5o the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of Elul, in fifty-two days.
16 When all our enemies heard about this, all the surrounding nations were afraid and lost their self-
confidence, because they realized that this work had been done with the help of our God.

D.) Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour

is not in vain in the Lord. 1Co 15:58
REV 2212 "Behold, | am coming soon! My reward is with me, and | will give to everyone according to what
he has done. ** | am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.



