As we have journeyed with Abram through his call process 


to be the Father of God's people, 

we have repeatedly been left to ask, 


what is holding us back from believing the promises of God?  


If God is for us, 



why do we struggle to believe the promises?  


What is stifling our faith 



so that we lie about the status of our wife 



and bring a plague upon a nation one day 




and then the next we 





and 318 of our men chase 4 Kings and their armies 300 miles 




to wipe out the kings 





that have overcome everyone else they have encountered.  SLIDE

Why is our faith so fickle?

The good news is 


that my time in Haines provided clarity to that question, 

so that I can boil the answer down to two words.  SLIDE

“Is” and “ought.”  

As followers of Jesus, 


do we live into the reality of what is, 


or do we live into the reality of what ought to be?  

Do we live as if this world is all that there is, 


or do we live as if Jesus is in the process 



of bringing his kingdom into the world 



and things will not always be this way




and should not be this way?  SLIDE
Do we believe that Jesus already won on the cross, 


or do we look at the poll numbers and say, 



it would be wise to follow the ways of the world.  




The world seems to be leading in our region.

We hear this call to believe something 


besides what is 



in the first 6 verses of chapter 15.  

Verse 1 has God speaking to Abram in a vision, SLIDE

“Do not be afraid, Abram. 



I am your shield, 



your very great reward.”  
How does Abram reply to this great promise?  


God chooses to use this term shield, 



the one who covers over you, 



so you are protected. 


This promise is given 



after Abram has just conquered the kings from Mesopotamia 




that no one else could handle 




and the land had been subject to for 12 years.  



This is a promise with some meat on it.  


The spoils of conquest are still fresh in our memory.  

So how does Abram respond in verses 2 and 3?  


He focuses on what is.  

I am supposed to be the father of a great nation, 


I still don't have any offspring. 

It is actually more bold than that.  


He asks, 



“O Sovereign Lord” 



or “Lord of Lords, 




what can you give me?”  

It would be one thing for me to say, SLIDE

unless we have $1 million dollars in cash for Craig to count in the plate, 



we don't leave this room.”  


Most of us don't carry around too much cash, 



so we aren't leaving.  

But Abram is not talking to a paperless society.  


He is talking to the Sovereign Lord, 


the Lord who rules over all other Lords.  SLIDE
But he is focusing in on what is, 


what ought to be has seemed like a cruel taunt for so long.  

If he is to be all that God is calling him to be, 


he should have a son, 


not planning on passing this legacy onto a servant in his household.  

What is 


does not match up with what ought to be.  

So Abram is ready to throw all of the promises away.  


That is what we have a tendency to do as well.  

If the world is not yet how it ought to be, 


then what is the value of God's promises, 



I will give up on those promises as well 



and live as the world is.

God does not let Abram get too far down this road 


before he renews his promise to him with a different perspective.  

Before, it was the sand on the seashore, SLIDE
now it is the stars in the sky.  


Which today,



 is about 2000 available to see with the naked eye, 


but the number that God created 



is around 200 billion trillion, 



or a 2, 




with 21 zeroes after it.  

Either way, 


from what Abram can see 


or what Yahweh created, 



this seems to be enough 




to help focus Abram not on what is, 




but what will be 





or ought.

In verse 6, 


we receive the profound verse that appears throughout the New Testament 



as Paul and James try to explain the faith 




to new believers throughout the world.  

“Abram believed the Lord, 


and he credited it to him as righteousness.”  

Abram viewed the world 


as it ought to be 

and the Lord credited it to him as faith, 


or right belief.  

How does our worldview 


and way we do things change



 when we make this jump like Abram does?  

Let's take the example of children, 


since that was Abram's concern. 

We hold tightly to what they will 


or ought to be 



tightly as parents.  
Otherwise it would be a different scenario.  SLIDE

If after birth, 



all that they ever did was sleep, cry, 




and need to be fed, 


what would parenting look like 



and who would do it?  

But we know that someday 


they will be potty trained, 


be able to feed themselves, 


be able to walk, 



dance, read, sing, play, 




and become caregivers themselves, 


so we persevere.  

We let the hope of what will be 


overcome the pains of what is


and allow us to enjoy what is.

You would think that this would be enough for us, 


but God knows our hearts well.  

In verse 7, 


God again reminds Abram of who God is.  

And Abram asks, SLIDE

“How can I be sure that you will also fulfill this promise?”  

The promise of a son is great, 


but what good is it 



if he has no land to possess, 



how is a great nation to be built?  

So God binds himself to Abram 


with a covenant sealed in blood.  

The promises of the Lord of Lords carried water, 


but now God is showing Abram he is all in 



with a blood oath.  

The land will be, 


not is, 



but will be his.  

Even Abram has to live in this already, 


not yet tension of the Kingdom of God.  
This act of cutting open the three animals 


and setting them across from each other 



is to make clear a message.  

If I can't 

or don't do this, 


than I am not God.  

If I fail to achieve this, 


then I will be cut in half as well.  

If Yahweh can not make this happen, 


then Yahweh is not really the Sovereign Lord he says he is.

Then comes the part that shows Abram's belief.  


This promise of the land being in his families possession 



is 400 years away.  


There is a time of slavery pending 



and then triumph.  SLIDE
These future promises to Abram 


are contingent on one another.  

If there is no child, 


then having the land is pointless, 



for it ends when Abram dies.  

If there is never any land, 


then having a child does not matter, 



because there is no where for the nation to be formed.  

The two pieces together 


make nation building a possibility. 

Yahweh promises both, 


so that Abram is not left holding the bag.  

He has seen that God can defeat other armies and Kings 


with small numbers, 



so now the only piece left is for an offspring to come.


SLIDE
The firepot and blazing torch 


are curious symbols to appear as God's promise to Abram.  

In the midst of darkness, 


it would make sense for light to appear as a torch.  

But the firepot 


is a 3 foot beehive shaped clay oven 



used for baking bread.  
In the dark, 


we know what is, 

with the light 


we see what ought to be.  SLIDE
The bread oven takes what is, 


the dough, 

and through trials and heat, 


makes what is 



into what it is intended to be 



or ought to be.  

Bread dough is not the same as cookie dough, 


it is not terribly tasty as uncooked dough.  
God passes through these split pieces, 


possibly representing the two promises of this passage, 



that of children that number the stars 



and the land that stretches from Egypt to the Euphrates.  


Yahweh makes a covenant with Abram that says, 



“The darkness that is, 




will become the light that it ought to be.  



The dough that is, 




will be transformed into the bread that it is meant to be.”  

The light of the children is coming soon, 


but as we know in our house too well, 



the bread baking will take a little more time 




before it is ready to eat.  


In our case, 



it is 46 minutes or less, 


in Abram's case, 



it is another 400 years.  

But the beautiful thing about God's call on our life is, SLIDE

God calls us to live not how life is, 


but how life ought to be.  

It is not easy 


and as we will see, 

we struggle to trust God to do 


what he promised 



without our meddling.  

But please take time this coming week 


to look at your own life 


and reflect on what promises God has given you.  

Then check to see 


if you are living as if those promises will be kept.  

I felt the promise of being a husband and father 


upon my life early in high school.  

So there were some crisis' of faith 


as I was in my 30's 


and still single.  

God's promise of marriage was fulfilled when I was 34 


and a father at 37 and 39.  

There are times when I feel silly 


for doubting God's faithfulness to provide, 



as he has done more than I could imagine.  
However, 


it is easy 


and the world is set up 



to make us focus in on what is, 



rather than what ought to be.  

My prayer is 


that we can be like Abram 

and trust that God is able to make what God proclaims will be 


be enough for us to live that way.  

Even if the light is not showing that yet, 


nor is the dough transformed into the life giving bread yet.  

May our ability to believe in the Lord 


continue to grow.
