Second Sunday in Advent
December 10, 2023
Service of Matins

343 Prepare the Royal Highway
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; The King of kings is near!

2 God’s peo-ple, see Him com - ing: Yourown e -

ter - nal king!

3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen To greet your prom-ised king!

4 His is no earth-ly king - dom; It comes from heav’'n a - bove.
() #
A — ——— . — I ] i — I
e & I A P d 1 | | 1 | P d || d- d
L :)V I o OI' GI ’I [ 4 &
Let ev - ry hill and val - ley A lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be-fore Him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - 'ry na - tion Its trib - ute  too should bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom And  jus-tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of Glo - ry Fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:

God’s prom - ise
All

will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail
lands, bow down be - fore Him! All
So let your praise be sound-ing For kind-ness so

you!
a - dore Him!
a - bound-ing:

na- tions, now

Ho - san - na to the
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. Tune: Swedish, 17th cent.
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: Hymn no. 10001882 Tune: Public domain

Lord,

For He ful-fills God’s Word!



Stand

O Lord, o - pen my lips,
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and my mouth will de - clare Your praise.
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Make haste, O God, to de-liv-er me;
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make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Glo-ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it;
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as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men
0 # P— | fr— P—— |
[ =L [ I I I I | I I I | N |

Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us.

Psalmody

(L) Behold, the Lord comes to save us.

e [
O come, let us wor - ship Him.



Venite
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1 Ocome,letussing . . . ............ to the Lord,
2 FortheLordisa . . .............. great God
3 TheseaisHis,forHe . . . ........... made it,
5 Glory be to the Fatherand . . . ........ to the Son
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1 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our sal - va - tion.
2andagreat . . .. ... 00000 king a - bove all gods.
3andHishand ............... formed the dry land.
Sandtothe . ................ Ho - ly Spir - it
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1 Let us come into His presence with thanks - giv - ing,
2 The deep places of the earthare . . . . ... in His hand;
3 O come, let us worshipand ......... bow down,
4 ForHe . .. ... .00t iiieeeeeeenen is our God,
5 as it was in the be - - gin - ning,
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1 let us make a joyful noiseto . . ... ... Him with songs of praise.
2 the strength of the hillsis ... ... ... His al - so.
3 let us kneel beforethe . ... ....... Lord, our mak - er.
4 and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep__ of His hand.
5 is now, and will be for - - ev - er. A - men.
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Blessed be God, the Fa-ther, the Son, and the Ho-1ly Spir - it.
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O come, let us wor - ship Him.
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Additional Psalms

Sit
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1The Mighty One, God the LORD,
speaks and sum- | mons the earth™
from the rising of the sun to its | setting.
2Qut of Zion, the perfection of | beauty,*
God | shines forth.

30ur God comes; he does not keep | silence;*

before him is a devouring fire,

around him a mighty | tempest.
“He calls to the heav- | ens above*

and to the earth, that he may judge his | people:
>“Gather to me my | faithful ones,*

who made a covenant with me by | sacrifice!”
5The heavens declare his | righteousness,*

for God him- | self is judge!

"“Hear, O my people, and I will speak;
O Israel, I will testify a- | gainst you.*
I am | God, your God.
8Not for your sacrifices do | re- | buke you;*

your burnt offerings are continually be- | fore me.

91 will not accept a bull | from your house*
or goats | from your folds.

OFor every beast of the for- | est is mine,*
the cattle on a | thousand hills.

11 know all the birds | of the hills,*
and all that moves in the | field is mine.

12¢1f I were hungry, I would not | tell you,*
for the world and its full- | ness are mine.
13Do | eat the | flesh of bulls*
or drink the | blood of goats?
140ffer to God a sacrifice of thanks- | giving,*
and perform your vows to the | Most High,
15and call upon me in the day of | trouble;*
I will deliver you, and you shall glo- | rify me.”

Office Hymn

Psalm 50:1-15; antiphon: v. 15



336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending
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1 Lo! He comes with clouds de - scend - ing,
2 EBv - 'ry eye shall now be - hold Him
3 Those dear to - kens of His pas - sion
4 Yea, a - men, let all a - dore Thee,
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Once for ev - ry sin - ner slain;
Robed in glo - rious maj - es - ty;
Still His daz - zling bod - vy bears,
High on Thine € - ter - nal throne;
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Thou - sand thou - sand saints at - tend - ing
Those who set at naught and sold  Him,
Cause of end - less ex - ul - ta - tion
Sav - ior, take the pow’r and glo - 1y,
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Swell the tri - umph of His train:
Pierced and nailed Him to the tree,
To His  ran - somed wor - ship - ers.
Claim the  king - dom as Thine own.
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Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia, al - le -
Deep - ly wail - ing, deep - ly wail - ing, deep - ly
With what rap - ture, with what rap - ture, with what
Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia, al - le -
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Iu - ia! Christ  the Lord re - turns to reign.
wail - ing, Shall  their  true Mes - si - ah see.
rap - ture Gaze we on those  glo - rious  scars!
lu - ia! Thou shalt reign, and Thou a - Ione!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.
Tune: Thomas Olivers, 1725-99
Text and tune: Public domain



Readings

Reading Malachi 4
L  Areading from Malachi, chapter 4.

! “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all
evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of
hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2But for you who fear my name, the
sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves
from the stall. 2And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of
your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts.

4“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and just decrees that I commanded
him at Horeb for all Israel.

5“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD
comes. SAnd he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to
their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.”

L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Reading Romans 15:4-13
L Areading from Romans, chapter 15.

“Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through
endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. *May the
God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in
accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ. “Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the
glory of God.

8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness,
in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, ®and in order that the Gentiles might
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles,
and sing to your name.”

0And again it is said,
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”
And again,

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples extol him.”

2And again lIsaiah says,



“The root of Jesse will come,
even he who arises to rule the Gentiles;
in him will the Gentiles hope.”

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C  Thanks be to God.

Stand

Reading Luke 21:25-36
L Areading from Luke, chapter 21.

25[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of
nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, ?people fainting with
fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will
be shaken. 2’And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great
glory. 22Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.”

2And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 3°As soon as they
come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. 'So also,
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly, |
say to you, this generation will not pass away until all has taken place. 3*Heaven and earth
will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

34“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. %For it
will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36But stay awake at all times,
praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are going to take place, and
to stand before the Son of Man.”

L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C  Thanks be to God.



Responsory
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1 Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly setin the heavens.

2 Blessed are those
who hear the Word of God  and keep— it.
3 Glory be to the
Father and to the Son  and to the Holy Spir - it
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Lord, I love

the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glo-ry dwells.

Sit
Sermon
Stand
Canticle
Benedictus
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1 Blessed be the Lord Godof . . . .. .. ... ... Is - ra - el
2 as He spoke by the mouth of Hisholy . . . . . . . proph -  ets,
3 to perform the mercy promised toour . . . . . . . fa - thers
4 being delivered from the hand ofour . . . . . . . . en - e - ies,
5 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the = Most_____ High;
6 through the tendermercy . . . .. ... ... ... of our God;
7 Glory be to the Fatherand . . . .. ... ... .. to the Son
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1 for He has visited and re - deemed His peo - ple
2 whohave . ... ..... been since the world be - gan:
3 and to remember . . . . . His ho - ly cov - e - nant,
4 might . . ... ........... serve Him  with - out fear,
5 for you will go before the Lord topre-pare His ways;
6 when the day shalldawn up - on us from on high
7 andto . . ......... the Ho - ly Spir - it;
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1 and has raised up a horn of salvation . . . . . . .. for us
2 that we should be saved fromour . . . . . . .. .. en - e - mies
3 the oath that He swore to our father . . . . . . . . A - bra - ham,
4 in holiness and righteousness be - fore Him
5 to give knowledge of salvationtoHis . . . . . . . . peo - ple
6 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of  death,
7 as it was in the be - - gin - ning,
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1 in the houseof His . . . . . . ser - vant Da - vid,
2 and from the hand of . . . . . all who hate us;
3to . ... grant us that we,
4 allthe . ............ days_  of our life.
5 in the for - - give - ness of their sins,
6 to guide our feet in - to the way of peace.
7 is now, and will be for - ev - €L A - men.

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have

Lord’s Prayer
C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

mer - Cy.
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Collects
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O Lord, hear my prayer.
o)

And let my cry come to You.

Collect of the Day

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His
coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Additional Collects of Intercession and Thanksgiving

Collect for Grace

L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us
to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant
that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our
doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Benedicamus
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(D Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Benediction

L  The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with us all.
C Amen.

Sit
Hymn to Depart

331 The Advent of Our King
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1 The ad-vent of our King Our prayers must now em - ploy,
2 The ev-er - last-ing Son In - car - nate deigns to be,
30 Zi-on’s daugh-ter, rise To meet your low - ly King,
4 As judge, on clouds of light, He soon will come a - gain
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And we must hymns of wel-come sing In strainsof ho - ly joy.
Him-self a ser-vant’s form puts on To set His ser-vants free.

Nor
And His true mem-bers all

5  Before the dawning day
Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
The sinful self be put away,
The new self now put on.
D 6 Allglory to the Son,
Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one
Through all eternity.

let your faith-less heart de-spise The

peace He comes to bring.
u - nite With Him in heav’n to reign.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806-76, alt.

Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731-76
Text and tune: Public domain
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