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Purpose. To transmit the second edition of the NFSAM.

FEffective date. This edition is effective when received.

This edition provides some policy changes, corrects
SAM, and provides copies of the law and

nes are used to show changes in all

Explanation of changes.
and clarifies several items in the NT
rules for Part 518 — Appendix. Vertical 1i

but Part 518.

A copy of this second edition is being mailed directly to each field, area,
and other SCS office. State offices and NTC's will receive a small supply for
their own use. Additional copies can be ordered from IRM Division, Records
Management Branch, NHQ. WHQ will make direct distribution of the NFSAHM to

cooperating federal agencies.

Field and area offices may discard the March 1988

odition of the NFSAM. This second edition replaces the first edition and
becomes effective on the date received. The state office will mark ome copy
as "out of date” and retain it for future reference. Decision and actions
taken based on the March 1988 edition of this manual will remain in effect and

need not be changed as a result of this manual.
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Part 512 - Wetland Conservatlon

512.14(b)(4)

(4) The measure was installed on H

EL adjacent to the wetland gye,

that caused the conversion by reducing water. However, the structures uged
nust be evaluated agalnst altexrnatlve measures and decislons documented as g
the need for the measures used, The measure used must be & practleable
alternative for erosion control inm accordance with the FOTG.

§512,15 Criteria for identifylng Prior Converted Croplands (PC) before
December 23, 19835,

(a) Definitlon. Prior converted croplands are wetlands that before
December 23, 1985 were drained, dredged, filled, leveled, or otherwlse
manipulated for the purpose, or to have the effect of, making the production
of an agricultural commedity possible. Ihis applies if (1) such produetien
was not possible before the actlon, (11) an agricultural commodity has been
produced (planted) at least once, and (111) the area has not been abandened
This includes areas that are: )

(1) Potholes or playas that have been completely dralned and no
longer meet the hydriec seils fleoding, ponding, or water table criteria or do
not meet hydrophytic vegetation eriteria,

(2) Flooded and ponded areas that are 1
egs than seasonally flooded
that have been drained, diked, or otherwise altered so that they do nZt flooz
oz pond for extended perieds during the grewing season. If dralnage or other
Zuzziigi :ctiviti 1s not clearly discernable, SCS will compare the site in
o nearby comparlson sites contalni:
natural conditlen to determine 1f: o, i, DA YU WL A

(1) these areas of h
ydric soll can or ¢ t
produce an agricultural commedity under natural condftionsanzzd oe need o
» - »

(11) if these areas of h

] ydrie soll are wetland in their
ZZ;;Ziiti;:Ee. Ifdthe soll on similar comparison sltes cannet proguceean
Bk i °°m§° ity under natural cenditlons and are wetlands in their
could be piogaczde ge:iand will be considered a prior conversion. If a erop
Yegtik, &nd &F Ts : wetiaggmgiriizn Site ;ithout manipulation of the water

natur: he s
determined to be a wetland that 1s not aaprigitzgn$2;siziject pree v e

(3)
criteria, 1f piioidiicniiii§e§h§§ R mbep falidy (sstzapion)
manipulated or had the woody VeSe;atiOn ;gizvzgreaiéther drained or otherwise
f » 4

(1) hay
and ve been used to produce an agricultural commodltys

512-10
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Subpart B ~ Wetland Criteria
512.15(b) (4)

(11) have not been abandoned, and
(111) do net currently flood or pond seasonallye

(1v) In areas where the natural vegetatlon is woody and the

avea 1s a wetland in leng-term pasture and not in a crop rotatiom, the
conversion of the pasture to an agricultural commodity after December 23, 1985
will cause the area to become a converted wetland (CW). These areas cannot be
farmed under natural conditions, since woody vegetation has been removed.

(4) Pocosins and other similar areas converted only 1f prier to
December 23; 1985-—

(1) the woody vegetatlon was removed,
(11) a complete dralnage system was installed,

(111) an agricultural commodity has been produced, and
(1v) they have not been abandoned.

(b) Areas not considered to be prlor converted eroplands.

that have been manipulated prior to

(1) Potholes and playas
tinue to meet wetland criteria shall not be

December 23, 1985 but otherwlse con
determined to be prior converted croplandse
seasonally flooded or ponded that

1985 but otherwise contlnue to
rior converted croplands.

(2) Other wetland areas that are

have been manipulated prier to December 23,
meet cropland criteria shall net be deternined to be p

(3) Surface water must be present for extended periods in the
growlng season to quallfy as geasonally flooded or ponded. Extended perilods

occur if surface water is continually present for at least 15 consecutive days
or 10 percent of the growing season whichever 1s less under average condltlons

(50 percent chance of ocourrence)s Growing season 3 defined in Hydric Seoils

of the Unlted States.
nee and in consultation with FWS, are

autherized to determine locatlens where extended periods will be longer than
the definition above. Such determinations will be based on the degree of
ponding or fleooding required to protect seasonal wetland wildlife values. The
purpose of defining exlsting seasonally flooded or ponded areas as wetlands
despite previous manipulations (eeges clearing woody vegetation, planting an
agricultural commodity) 1s teo maintain remalning seasonal wetland wildlife
valuess

(4) States, with NIC concurre

512-11
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Part 512 —~ Wetland Conservation

512.16

§512.16 Criteria for determination of abandonment.

(a) Abandenment is the cessation of croppings management, or
maintenance operatlons on prier converted eroplands or farmed wetland.
Cropping means the use of the area for aquaculture, grasses, or legumes, or
pasture production in a commonly used rotatlon related to the production of gy
agricultural commedity, or 1s in a USDA set—aside or similar pregram of
conserving use or wetland restoration approved Dy FWS or State willdlife
ageney. Management or malntenance means carrylng out those operatlons which
support the cropping use such as tillage, planting, mowlng, harvesting, repalr

of dralnage system, etc.

(b) A prier converted crepland or farmed wetland 1s considered
abandoned if wetland criterls are present, and

(1) the prilor converted cropland or farmed wetland has not been
used, managed or maintained for cropplng purposes for 5 successive years; gnd

(2) wss not enrolled in a USDA set-aslde or simllar program of
conserving use or wetland restoratlon. However, 1f it is clear that the area
was not farmable for the past 5 years and was not farmable at the time it
entered set-aslde; the area will be ecalled wetland. SCS should inform ASCS
the farmer, and notify the state conservatlonlst through channels that the’
areda 1s now determined to be wetland due to abandonment of crop pr$&uction, or

- ;3) the person Indicates an intent to abandon. However, after
e successive years of ne use or partieipation in USDA se i

: I t-aside or similar

grograms the area is automatically censldered te be abandoned regardless of
n:em:.d In those tases where production on the area has been asbandonad and
?ZCi;:iy :s i;t—zsiie due to lack of maintenance of a related drainage

y the dralnage distriet or county, ti .

: s the farmer may request &
z;ctﬁzigeration ov appeal of the wetland determination bade og the inability
o farm::z?rsoggrﬁiint:inhgrﬁduction on the area due to circumstances beyond

and which are not the farmers' fault. U .

o sing the
igﬁzﬁ:ztigﬁ pggvided by the farmezr, and if the Fish and wildlifegge;vice (FWs)
rebutteé byethismzi d;term%ne t?at the presumption of abandgnmeﬂt‘hés been

owing of an Intentlon net to aband ¢
one Ti
conservationist may make such determination in consultationn:ii;agsq

s <bmioncs ond vevereed oo Derbenge Lol Vetlands that SO deteratus
wetland provisions will appiy. nds are classified as wetland and all

. L2~12
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Subpart C - Wetland Exemptlons

PART 512 — WETLAND CONSERVATION

SUBPART C ~ WETLAND EXEMPTIONS
512.20(e)

§512.20 Wetland exemptlons determined by SCS.

The followlng wetland exemptions are to be made and recorded on the Form
§CS~CPA~026 by the DC. These areas will be delineated and identified on the
ASCS aerial photocopies and returned to ASCS along with Form SCS~CPA-026.

ASCS will outline these areas on thelr official maps. This process will
eliminate the need for persons to complete a new Form AD-1026 each year that
maintenance is done on prior converted wetlands or other exempted wetlands.

Wetland exemptions include the followlng:

(a) Prior conversion (PC) A prier conversion is & wetland alteration
that was completed prior to December 23, 1985, Such aveas, unless abandoned,

will be labeled prior conversion (PC) and are not subject to FSA.

) An area 1s an artificial wetland if the ¢

(b) Artificlal wetlands (AW
w exhibits

ares was formerly nonwetland or prior converted wetland, but no
wetland characteristics because of human activities.

(¢) Irrigation-induced wetlands (AW) A wetland ares 1s an
irrigation-induced wetland 1f it was created by lrrigation ox seepage frem an
irrigation dellvery system; but was nonwetland in 1ts natural state.

natural conditlons. The production of an

o wetland as a result of a natural
ying a natural wetland

1 conditions is labeled

(d) Wetlands (W) farmed under

sgricultural commodity is possible o
condition, such as drought, without the person destrg

characteristic. A wetland that ls farmed under natura
(W

The preduction of an agricultural commodity
tion with all other similar actlons in the
cal and biologleal functlons

(e) Minimal effect (MW).

on a converted wetland, in connec
area, would have minlmal effect on’ the hydrologl

of the wetland.

512-13
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Part 512 — Wetland Conservation

512.21
§512.21 Minimal effect derermination (MW) e

(a) Requirements. The minimal effect determinations may be made with
EWS concuirence by the District Conservationist or by the State
onservationlst in consultation with FWS. Minimal eff
g g mal effect determinations will

(1) making an onsite environmental evaluation whi

: ch is su
by documentstion that indlcates minimum effect on hydrolegical and bigforied
values of the wetland (§516,13), and otel

(2) consulting with the FWS on each
site (FWS may elect
review some). SCS will make arrangements for FWS consultatiZn. =

(b) Mitigatlon. Mirl
N gation can only be consldered when makl
i:gi:ign: to exempt converted wetlands or wetlands to be converted giom
i bonsgivation provisions under certaln limited circumstances. In th
s benefits provided as a result of mitlgatlon will be conside;ed 3h§nese

conducting an environme
effecte ntal evaluatlon prlor to making a decision on minimal

(1) Plans for mitl
gatlon action shall b
i B e reviewed and
ifeitiigrigtbConservationist and concurred in by the FWS priora: ;PPIOVEd b
e considered part of the minimal effect determinatign e

(2) Where miti,
gation features support
determlnatlon, these features become a part i? theam?igizilezﬁﬁzzt

determinatlen and canno e anged or W 'V
£ t be ¢h d
¥4 eliminated without appro 2l by SCS and

(e) Area of consid ’
lon for mini
deterndnaty eLat minimal effect. I
wetland zonsiisigi ggviﬁznmeizaldevaluation will assessntﬁiki?geZ:nimiltifEECt
wetland to be conv s of e
nonwetlands in the area that will be effectesrgsdtgz Zzll asiother wetland and
nverslon.

512-14

(180-V~NFSAM, Second Ed., August 1988)

Subpart C = Wetland Exemptlons
512.22(a)

(d) Procedure for making a minimal effects determination. Generally, &
uest in writlng for a minimal effect determination will be made prior to
of the wetland. In cases where a wetland is converted priler to the
request in writing for the MW determination, the person must demonstrate to
the satlsfaction of SCS that the effect was minimal. (In this latter case
there is a risk of inellgibility if an agricultural commodity is produced
prier to the determinatlen). SC5 may provide avallable information but not
1 assistance to enable the persen to demonstrate that the effect was

req
conversion

technica
minimale

(1) The Distriet Conservatlonlst will process & request for &
pinimal effect determination by completing an onsite environmental evaluation
using the procedures contained in Seetion 515.13. 1¢ after completing the
evaluation it 1s determined that a minimal effect determination 1s
appropriates the DG may make & minimal effect determination with concurrence
from FWS. However, i1f FWS does not concur that the effeet is minimal, the
determination will be ralsed to the STC for a declsion to be made 1n
consultation with FWS. 1f the DC determines & minimal effect determination is
not appropriate, the data will not be forwarded to the STC. In the latter

case, the pexrson's only recourse ig through the SCS appeals processSe

(2) For wetland appeals reaching Level I1I, the State
Conservationist will conslder whether the minimal effect determination

procedures should be implementeds

ation 1s effective only when the 5CS

(3) A minimal effects determin
e evaluated and agrees with the

has reviewed all the alternatives that wer
selected alternative.

(4) A minimal effects determlnation 1s granted only after the

person agrees to and signs the ninimal effect agreement (Exhibit §516.12)e

§512.22 Wetland exemptlons determined by ASCSe

These are wetlands that are converted

after December 23, 1985 by actions of persons other than the person applying
for USDA beneflis, or any of the person’s predecessors in interest. The
conversion cannot be the result of a scheme oY device. Furthem drainage
improvements cannot be made witheuf 1088 of USDA beneflts. The third party
conversion must be for purposes other than the conversion of wetland for
agricultural preductlons In cases where the conversion is done by a dralnage

distriet, watershed district or gimilar entitys the action will be attributed
for benefits will be sonsidered to have

to the person and the person applying
caused or permitted the drainage. These will not be considered third party

conversions.

(a) Third party conversion.

512-15
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Part 512 = Wetland Conservation

512.22(b)

(b). Commenced Conversions (CC). Where the conversion of a wetland
began before December 23, 1985, a person may apply for a determination n
would enable the person to complete the conversion and produce an agri that
commodity on the converted wetland without losing USDA benefits. Sultuzg]

(1) The com i
e A version of a wetland may be determined by ASCS to be

(i) any of the comstructlon activitl
es including f
water reductions that would convert wetland were actually started-ggrloed
3

(11) the persen applyl
ng for benefits has expend
;iizﬁizigzmziigzg z:istantiaiifunds elther by entering inte a gont::c:r or b
uetlon su !
e the it pplles or materlal for the direct purpose of d

(2) For lands which are wi
e within the boundarles of a d
beznrict or slmilar entlty, the cenversion of a wetland is ¢ 5 igaiuage
ommenced if before December 23, 1985: SRRl e v

(1) a project drainage pl.
drainage measures, has been officlally idoitzg.WhiCh e

(11) the distri
G ¢t or other entity started t t
converSiizg:fm:::z:ES; gr lefaliy committed substantial fiudinizziiglfgn .
y entering into a o
£ contr
nstructlon supplies and/or materials te convei:thilzzd?:§Ch88§ng
s an

(111) ¢
T, . /) :ﬁipgrson applylng for bemefits can show that th
Shligatteh o Bho Tiatrb s ch they are assoclated was the basls of . fi "
| project construction or a l:;agthgzientity and a specific assessgéni fozazﬁial
) atl
pade for the person's land prior to geceggezozgaylgaipecific fosessment was
s o

(3) The foll
of - chimenETSHE: owing requirements shall apply to all determinations
=¥ 4

(1) A11
o which con persons who have a
version began before December 23, lggge;i;ndb;rsconverted wetland on
b eptember 19, 1988,

request ASCS to make a detern
roination of commene se erson
ement. Otherwlse, the pers
g © have such a determination made in the future.

512-16
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Subpart C = Wetland Exemptions
512.22(b)(3)(Vii)

(11) ?he persons must show that the commenced activity has
been actively pursued. "Actively pursued” means that efforts to complete the

conversion have actively continued on & regular basis since initiation of the
converslon, except for delays due to elrcumstances beyond the person's controle

(iii) Any conversion activity considered to be commenced must
be completed on ox before January 1, 1995, or the exsmpt status will be lost
unless there are justifiable circumstances.

(iv) Only those wetlands for which the construction has begun

or to which the contract o purchased supplies and materials relate may qualify

for a determination of commencemente

(v) ASCS is required to consult with the FWS on each

conmenced determinations

ect activities which convert

rt wetlands for the productlon
+o become ineilgible for USDA
Federally asslsted projects started before December 23, 1985

enced determination made by ASCS. In addition to the
individuals within the project will
d/or a third party determimation on

termination for the projecte

(v1) Federally assisted prej
ovide outlets for persons to conve

wetlands or pr
commodity may cause & person

of an agricultural
program benefltse.

need to have a COmM
commenced determination for the preject,
need to request a commenced determination &n
thelr own land in additien to the commenced de

ne the extent of the avea on which
tion is based on the extent of work
rchased prior to December 23,
extent of work

(vii) sCs will deterni:

conversion has commencede. The determina
done, contracted for, or supplies or materials pu
1985, The extent of work g1lowed is limited to the physical

done, contracted for or materials purchasede.

512-17
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Part 512 - Wetland Conservatlon

Second Ed,, August 1988)

Subpart D - Use, Maintenance, and Improvements

PART 512 - WETLAND CONSERVATION

SUBPART D - USE, MAINTENANCE, AND IMPROVEMENTS
512.30(b)

§512.30 Maintenance and improvement of drainage.

(a) Persons may maintain drainage systems on farmed wetlands in the
same manner as they did prlor to December 23, 1985 without loss of USDA
benefits as long as such actions do net bring additional wetland inte the
production of an agricultural commedity. The scope and effect of the original
drainage system is the major consideration. These conditions apply:

(1) The person is responsible for providing data to suppert the
existence of a prior drainage system and the extent of the system.

(2) SCS will document the prier or existing extent, considering
paintenance conditions of drainage when wetland determinations are made. As
long as the area has not been abandened, the original scepe and effect of
drainage is to be documented.

(3) SCS will make the determination as to whether the planned
actions are maintenance or additional drainage.

(4) For documentation of prior drainage facilities, the following

facts are considered:
(i) Use of notes in case files,
(ii) Field borings to define original comstruction limits,

(1ii) Aerial photos to verify location and effectiveness, and

(iv) Data previded by 1andowners or contractors.

ge facilities may or may not meet 5CS
standards and specification eriteria but in elither case the person may
reconstruct or maintain the original system. However, a redesigned system is
appropriate only as long as it is within the scope and effect of the original
system. If the person would yather reinstall a more permanent or lower
maintenance cost system in line with present farming operations, a modified
proposal can be designed. An example is s wider bottom width ditch at the

original grade on straight alignments

(b) Documented prior draina

512-19
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Part 512 = Wetland Conservation

512,30(e)

(¢) Maintenance only or reconstruction having the same scope ang eff&tl

as original drainage activities is appropriate for third party drainage,

in, improve, replace; or imstall new draingge
systems on prier converted croplands (PC) and artificial wetlands (awy,
ineluding irrigation induced, since prior converted or artificial wetlandg gy
not subject to the wetland provisions of the FSA. Drainage facllities mabe
installed on commenced conversion (CC) or minimal effect (MW) areas ag mayb:

stipulated on a site specific basis.

(d) A person may mainta

(e) Abandonment applies to the land area involved and not to the
drainage or other system that caused the prior cenversiem. Therefore,
drainage systems can be reinstalled or maintained to the original extent apg
scope as installed prier to the FSA, providing the land area has not been
abandoned.

§512.31 Use of prior converted creplands (PC).

Except for potheles, playas, and seasonally flooded or
still meet the wetland eriteria, wetlands that ere convertedpgzgzi iieasthu
December 23, 1985 are not subject to the provisions of FSA. Therefore
drainage facilities installed on prior converted croplands may be impr;ved ot
maintained as desired by the person provided no new wetland is converted or

cropping or management of the prier conversion of land is not sbandoned. See ' I

Exhibit §516.09 for a precedent diagram.

are congiéezzgla:is that haV? been given a commenced conversion determination

and the ares megtsazhconver51ons when fhe commenced activities are completed

area will b e eriterla for prior converted croplands. Otherwise, the
W e mapped according to the conditions found. All commenced '

activities must be compl
o pleted before January 1, 1995 to receive the (PC)

(b) The person ma
Yy not convert iti
which has been determined to be cummenzggltlonal SRR e P

§512.32 Use of converted wetlands (CW).

(a) Wetlands that were conve
subgect to one or more of the exem
agricultural commodity without caup
benefitg, These areas nay be usedS
commodities, such as pears; apple
for production of Q¥Ops that age o
used for production of agriculturnit
become ineligibie, -

Tted after December 23, 1985, and are uot
tions cannot be used to produce an

ing the person to lose eligibility for USDA
for production of non—agriéultural

or oranges. However, wetlands converted
agrl?ultural commodities that are later
mmodity erops will cause the producer %0

512-20
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Subpart D - Use, Maintenance, and Improvements
512.34(d)

(b) Once a wetlan§ has been converted and the person decides to abandon
the production of an agricultural commodity, eligibility may be restored for
any crop year that an agricultural commodity is not planted on a converted

wetland.

§512.33 Use of converted wetland with minimal effect (MW).

(a) For areas where the conversion of wetland has been determined to
have minimal effect, the person shall check with SCS prior to taking any
additional action that will change the hydrological or biological
characteristics of wetland. SCS will determine, in consultation with FWS,
whether the effect continues to be minimal. The loss of a minimal effect
determination will cause a persen who produces an agricultural commodity om
rhe converted wetland to be ineligible for USDA benefits. The person will
sign the minimal effect agreement, and will agree with the stated
stipulations. (See Exhibit §516.13) s

(b) Restoration of converted wetlands through a minimal effect
determination is permitted in order to bring a person inte compliance whe has
inadvertently converted a wetland. The advantage of restoration through a
minimal effect determination is that a person may be able to farm the restored
wetland under natural conditions. .

§512.34 Use of third party converted wetlands (TP).

A third party is any persony organization, or unit of government other
than the person applying for USDA benefits or the persen's predecessors in
interest. Wetlands that are converted by actions of a third party (entities
other than the person applying fer USDA benefits or any of the persen's
predecessors in interest) may be used to produce an agricultural commodity on

the land of the person without loss of USDA benefits.

(a) Further drainage improvement on such lands is not permitted by the
person without loss of eligibility for USDA program benmefits, unless SCS
determines that further drainage activities applied to such lands would have
minimal effect on apy remaining wetland values.

(b) Converted wetlands are presumed to have been $onverted by the
person applying for USDA program benefits unless the person can show that the
conversion was caused by a third party with whom the person was not assoclated

through & scheme or devices

is responsible for providing support information on the

(&) The persen
ect wetlands.

extent to which a third party drained subj

jet Conservationist will document the scope and effect of

(d) The Distr
the case file at the time the wetland

third party conversions of wetland in
determinations are made.

512-21
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Part 512 — Wetland Conservation

512.34(e)

(e) Actions of a water resource district, drainage district, or g ;
entity are not considered third party actions if the purpose of the act:lmiht
improvement of land for agricultural purposes, and the actions will he o ls
attributed to all persons within the jurisdiction of the district or oth
entity who are assessed for the activities of the district or entity =
A?cordingly, where a person's wetland is converted due to the action; £
district or entity, the person shall be considered to have caused o el
the conversion. ¥ permltig

§512.35 Use of other wetlands.

(a) Natural wetland (W), These are wetla
o nds that have not had
wa:zr regime alt.:ere(‘i or woody vegetation removed. Persons may farm suz:e
:e dands and ?&ln?aln eligibility only if water regimes are not altered
ogly gegetatzon is not removed. An agricultural cemmodity may be prod o
:;ndig.s where ;he production was made possible as a result of natugai HELE
lons, such as drought; and, the preduction is
possible with
Ezntgsuge:§o§ that dfstroys a natural wetland characteristic Pez:Zn:nmECtmn
arm such wetlands under natural e 1 1 ay
g onditions as they di d
beszgge:hii, igSg. However; no action can be taken to alter t%e i:tgil:r ?
i ipeng :eti ;xi;tedionbor before December 23, 1985. When determiueﬁim
an at is being used to d feul ) o
e o S produce agricultur i
will document the conditions other than naturalgconditzo:i ?§?§z§;§1e&
1]

dredged, leveled, filled
i o B bei;g farmeé.pumped or otherwise manipulated) under which the ’

(b) Ab
andoned wetlands (W), Abandoned wetlands are those that have

resulted from the i
E Ber wetland.ab;:igﬁment of eropping and/or management on prior converted
wetlends only 1F witer re;zm::y groduce agricultural commodities on such
are net altered or wood i
y vegetation removed.

() Farmed wetlands (FW),

(1) Farmed wetland
used to produced ) § are certain wetlands th &
not been C°mplete§; :ﬁztcult“ral commodity prior to DecngZEISBmdiggglaEEd ;ﬁ
converted wetlands, The:;ted prior to that date and therefore-’ H u; y
potholes and playas that areas still meet the wetland it e
still meet the wetland criteriacrzrezia &méhirtmige
’ eas that a

; Thege areas can
¥ were prior to December 23, 1985 if they are
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Subpart D - Use, Maintenance, and Improvements

512.350e)(2) (¥) 1
|

(2) Persons may maintain drainage systems on farmed wetland but
cannot improve drainage on such areas without loss of USDA program benefits.
This includes potholes, playas or seasonally flooded or ponded wetland where
alterations prier to December 23, 1985 made the production of an agricultural
commodity possible, but did not completely drain the wetland. The purpose for
considering potholesy playas, and some ponded and flooded areas that continue
to meet the wetland eriteria as wetlands is to protect their remaining
biological and hydrological values. This applies even though they have been
panipulated; but not determined to be prior converted cropland (PC).

(i) The person is responsible for providing information to

support the extent to which those aress have been drained.

(ii) SCS will document the extent of drainage in the case
file when wetland determinations are made.

(iii) Manipulated and farmed potholes and playas must meet
wetland criteria after coensideratlon of the drainage facilities as originally
installed. If the pothole or playa was originally manipulated to the point of
being a prior converted cropland, then it is (PC).

(iv) Available data and maps from flood frequency studies,
ad to document the seasonally
he growing season (a 50 percent

-

such as flood insurance surveys, may be us
flooded condition for extended perieds in t
chance of occurrence).

(v) Documentation of geasonally ponded areas may be handled
ng seaseon photos to verify the percent chance of
al evaluations to determine length of ponding

g in a depression can be
ed by

by reviewing a series of growl
occurrence along with analytic
for a single occurrence. The average depth of pondin
evaluated using DRAINMOD for lemgth of time required for water to be us

evapotranspiration.

512-23

(180-V-NFSAM, Second Ed., August 1988)




Part 512 - Wetland Conservation

512.36

§512.36 Summary of use, maintenanc

e and improvements eof varieus wetland

§513.00 RESERVED.

——L'lpl‘l’eie&
Yes

conditions.
Wetland condition Use %:Zntenance
Prior conversion (PC) Produce ags
commodities

converted prior to
12/23/85 but net
abandoned

Farmed wetiand(FW) May be farmed as it May maintain the None
that still meets was prior te degree of drainage
the wetland criteria 12/23/85 that existed
including seasonal prior to 12/23/85
ponded wetland,
seasonal flooded wetland,
potholes, and playas
Wetland (W) Includes May be used to pro~ None None
natural conditions and duce ag commodities
abandened wetland when weather permits
witheut remeving
woody vegetation
Commenced Same as prior conver— Yes Yes
conversion (CC) sion when completed ’
Third party Produce ag May maintain the None unless
commodities. degree of drainage determined
that existed as of by SCS to
date of third party have minimal
action effects
Converted wetland (CW) Production of None None
converted after ag commodities
12/23/85 will cause a
person to be
ineligible for
USDA benefits
Minimal Effect (MW) :;:gi:ﬁ:g TR Zs per
les effect agreement minimal
effect
agreement
Artificial (AW) Prod ——
including irrigation comm;ci;tig L Ted

induced wetland

Part 513 = Reserved

513.00

’ 5E3~%
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