


Litdie Shop of Horrors Al an Menken

Alan'Menken was born'in'New,York:City,inj1949! He attended Com .
University;s.College ofwhere he graduated with'a/degree in le
musicology.’/After,graduating” Menken tested out his composition’skills with'a I o~

rock-ballet:Childrenof the for,The Downtown'Ballet Company Although 'W - ,f.-
not'a'success’Menkenis breakthrough.came with'the huge hitliLittle Shop of it "

It set the record for,the highest'grossing OffBroadway,show of all
ﬂ]] London¥as well'as’embarking/on'several/
nationaltours! Little Shop,was turned into a film'musical'in;1986.

went on to Beauty and the Beast (1991)PAladdin(1992)and Pocahontas)(1995)"

with'Menken walking away,with two academy,awards for,eachof,the four, films:

He hascontinued to,work:with'Disney/on works such'as;The Hunchback:of Notre

Dame!(1996) Enchanted|(2007)¥andTangled|(2010)/among/others¥as well'as
composing for,Broadway,shows:

In;1994 Menken'make his Broadway,debut with'a'musical\version’of Beauty‘and
‘ﬁ]jbma ran fon13years/before closing in 2007.

(}mmahm@n
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\writing: In 2017 Menken wrote four,new,songs for,the film adaptation of hislown Broadway,version of Beauty,and
the Beast starring Emma|WatsonfDan Stevensfand Emma Thompson:

In' 20105 Menken'received a star,on the Hollywood Walk of Fame:Throughout his career;so farihe has,won eight
/Academy/Awards!seven Golden Globes!eleven Grammy/Awardsand one Tony/Award and countless nominations
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Howard Ashman

lyr|C|st Alan'Menken:Togetherthey are

most widely,known for,producingthe scores of several hugely

successful Disney filmsifor,which’/Ashman wrote the lyrics

and/Menkencomposed the music:iThe'duo first began to work

ogether on the musical/God Eﬂg@mk 97

G{]IEIEE( "I:}’A)_-. Little' Shop became 'a huge'success and the
musical was’adapted into,the 1986 feature film'of,the same

nameYAshmanand/Menken's first Disney,film was;TheLittle
Mtamfft{l( 989)!followed by Beauty,and the Beast (1991)!

Ashman/died fromcomplications from'AIDS while writing,the
=Under,the SeagfromiThe Little Mermald 98¢ )m

The stage show/ Beauty, and the BeastFalsowon the
1998 Olivier;Award for,Best New Musical.
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Book and Lyrics
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1960 Movne

The film stars Jonathan'Haze*Jackie Joseph¥Mel Welles¥and Wndﬂ(ﬂ
whom'had,worked for,Corman onScreenwrlter Griffith's

Vail (who,was'also'a writer,and'a radio star)
, and Jack:Nicholson'has’'a'small-but-memorablerole’as
misleadingly,make it'appear,that Nicholson'is the star.'and it's been frequently
jThe'film's concept is thought to/be based on'a;1932 story/called ZGreen!
Wmﬂﬂd}] about'a'manZeating E{IEI&.[[E@E?"
Griffith' may have been influenced by/Arthur,CClarke’s then more-recent sci=

fi short storyzThe Reluctant Orchidwhich'has an'uncannily,similar,plot
Produced underthe title,The Passionate People Eaterthe filmemploys an
original'style of humor!combining black comedy,with farce’and incorporating|
Jewish humor;and elements of spoof!The Little Shop of Horrors was shot ona|

budgetof,$28/000 in two days utilizing sets that had been!left standing from
‘A'Bucket/of Blood:

The film'slowly gained'a'cult following through word'of mouth when'it was}
distributed'as the B-moyviein'a'double feature with'MarioBava's'Black:Sunday

and eventually,withjThe LastWomanon|Earth:The film!s'popularity,increased

\with'local televisionin additionto the'presence of.a young Jack
whose small'rolein the film'has been prominently,promoted on

Broadway,revival¥all'of,which have'attracted!

Roger,Corman 'Productions (as'santa Clara'Productions)

T -
Roger.Corman (co-writer) (uncredited) . >




Livtle Shop of Horrors

86 Movne

Little Shop of,Horrors is aj19986/American horror,comedy musical film
directed by, FrankOz!It/is'an'adaptation’of,the;1982'off-Broadway
musical’of,the same name by,composer,Alan'Menken'and writer,

is itself an'adaptation’of,the1960 filmThe
Little Shop of Horrors by,director,Roger,Corman:The filmswhich|
carnivorous plant that feeds on'human blood!stars Rick:Moranis!
Vincent Gardenia! i i
Stubbs!The film'also features special'appearances by Jim
m@my,lammﬂmu;y

D e o he oo oy o e eased b W
Bm . ~
mﬁﬂm
I}y

'based/onthe' musical's endlng
reshot after, test audiences did not react|

positively,tolit’For,years'only,available'as black=and-white

workprint footagelthe original'ending was fully restored|in’20712 by
\Warner,Home\Video and'a'director's'cut was'released"’
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Production History
1982 Ofi-Broadway

The musical'had its,world premiere’off-off-Broadway,on'May, 6!

1982Fat the Workshop of,the Players Art Foundation Theatre) playing thereuntilJune

Q, YIit'opened/off- Broadway at the Orpheum|Theatre in'Manhattan's East Village on July, 27} 1982!The productionid E:yﬁ.‘ﬁhm:q,\nﬂ]hmm

thelibrettoithat the show, ...science fiction, movies, musical'’comedy, itself, andeventhe Faust legend;. In the original WPA'cast were Lee

Anzell as'Mr:/MushnikdFranc Luz'as OrinfJennifer, Leigh\Warren'as Crystal:Sheila'Kay ,Davis 'as Ronette and Leilani|
Jones as Chiffon; Ron Taylor,was the voice of Audreyll'and Martin P!Robinson was the Audreyll puppeteeriwho alsodesigned the puppets:
, after.2/209 performances/it was the third-longest running musical’and the highest-
grossing production in off-Broadway history.Though'a Broadway,transfer,had been proposed for,the productionibook writer, Howard/Ashman felt the show
ﬂm
1983 West End

'Allondon West End production opened/on October,12}11983at theComedy,Theatre| produced by,Cameron MackintoshIt ranfor, 813 performances]starring
Barry James as Seymour; Greene reprising her,role as'Audrey,and Harry,Towb'as Mr!Mushnik4with Sinitta (then surnamed Renet) understudying Chiffon}
Ronette. Zeeteah'Massiah took over,as Chiffonin{1984: Greene was'replaced/as'Audrey,by,Claire'Moore (1984) then Sarah
played by Terence Hillyer,(1983)IDavid Burt (1984) and Bogdan Kominowski (1985)YAudrey Il was puppeteered by/Anthony/Asburyand the costumes were!

2019 oﬁ—l}roadwav Revival

742019} 772019
m:smﬂrsm
mugmr.g
released dlgltally on December.20, 2019 Gideon Glick.began'playing Seymour in early:2020.
mm
[Matt Doyle!{Corbin Bleu!Darren Criss!and/Andrew Barth Feldman! Drew Gehling| Bryce Pinkham and James Carpinello have played Orin! and replacements
for, Mushnik have included Stuart Zagnit| Brad Oscar,and Stephen DeRosa-Audrey has been played by l'ena HalllMaude Apatow] Joy Woods who originated
the role of Chiffonlin the revival} ConstanceWulEvan RachelWood! drag performer,Jinkx Monsoon'and Sarah Hyland!InOctober 2024]Nicholas Christopher:
land Sherie Rene Scott are set to take over. the roles of Seymour,and/Audrey ! respectively)



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tim_Goodchild

Puppermry

Whatis a Puppet?

the main'antagonist in the show is’a\Venus flytrap-type plant depicted by a large puppet.’/A'puppet is'an'inanimate object or,representaional figure
[that'can'be manipulated by a personfor, puppeteer!inorderito make the puppet come tolifel/Alpuppet.can' be made from'awide variety/of materials’and can

varyin size and structure depending onlits use Some examples of,different types of,puppets are sock-puppet!finger-puppetihand or,glove puppet?:
marionette’arm-puppetirod-puppetfshadow-puppet and countless others.

Puppetryis’an’ancient art form'thatl/is,thought to have originated’about 3000,years’ago:Puppets have been used since this time ,to’animate’and
communicate theideas’and needs, toother,individuals!iThere is evidence that they,were used in Egypt as early as'2000,BC, when string-operated figures of

wood were manipulated to perform the'action of kneading bread:Wire controlledfarticulated puppets made of,clay,andiivory have also been found in
Eygptian tombs. Hieroglyphs also/describe zwalking statuesz/being mm)ma]ﬂ Egyptianreligious dramas:Puppetry,was practiced in'/Ancient Greece and

the oldest writtenrecords of puppetry/can'be found in the works of Herodotus and Xenophonfdating from the 5th'century,BC.

Tvpes oi Puppery

ﬂm‘ﬂa
[Bmﬂ:!lim[mm
mmﬂigm:m],
help movearms)legsietc:

Rod puppets: puppets primarily,controlled by,a'rod connecting to the head!which functions] i ik by k-
as a way for,the puppeteer,to.control the movements and turning of the head!The other. uds - L AL
[Marotte: a'simplified puppet which is oftenfjust'ahead.on a stick:While it works similar,toan|




