Electricity for regular Joe's
In the world of a master electrician, residential electrical wiring can be the most elementary of
systems that we have to deal with. To a home owner, electricity can be real scary, and it should
be. Today I would like to explain the basics of your residential electrical service and let you know
a few things that may save you a lot of money when problems arise.
The power for your home is provide to you by the utility
companies, in most cases either Fortis or Epcor. It first
goes to the power meter on the back or side of your home.
This meter is what the utility companies use to determine
how much usage or consumption you have had over a
given period of time. In the old days, the meters were glass
construction with rotating dials inside. People had to come
to your house to gather the information. From this
information, they determined how much to charge on your
power bill each month. Now they are using a new type of
meter referred to as a Smart Meter. You can tell if you have
a Smart Meter because the exterior is acrylic not glass, and
they are now digital, no more revolving dials. The plus for
the utility companies is that they no longer need to employ
meter readers. With this new technology, they can gather
your billing information remotely.
From the outside meter, your power is sent into the house and distributed through the use of a
breaker panel. This panel contains individual breakers that protects the different devices
throughout your home. Along with the protection from breakers, we have special plugs called
Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters (GFCI). These GFCI's are normally placed near sources of
water such as kitchen sinks, bathroom sinks and laundry areas. These are the ones with a test
and reset button on the front. If you have no power in your bathroom or nearby areas, check the
GFCI by pushing in the reset button.
I get phone calls from home owners all the time with electrical problems around the home. Here
is where I may be able to save you some money, that would normally be spent on electrical
repairs. The breakers in your electrical panel are there to protect the wiring by turning
themselves off (tripping). If you find that you have electrical devices that are not working in your
home, the first thing you should do is go to the electrical panel and determine if one of the
breakers has turned off. Then a breaker turns off the handle does not go to the off position, it
goes to the middle position. When you look at the breaker panel it may appear that all the
breakers are on. You need to test each of the handles on the breakers by wiggling them from
side to side, (gently). If a breaker has tripped, the handle will feel loose compared to the others.
To reset it, you need to push the handle to the off position until you feel a click, then push the
handle to the on position to reset the breaker.

