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Author and aplome.do in the Palouse, a t"gion of easta'n Washington characterizerl hy endkss
rolling hills of zuinterwheat. Hungarian partridge are.fourul in good numbers here.

a member of the "peregrine tribe,"
was rvell-knolvn to the falconers of
medieval Europe. Back then, I just
accepted this as fact.

ive years later I moved
back to \Alashington and
finally had the chance to

fly some "beginner birds" (read:
kestrels, redtails, and Cooper's
har,vks) when an opportunity fbr
travel to Mexico presented itself
in the form of an off-campus study
program. I jumped at this chance
and for the next three-and-a-half
months spent time exploring the
Mexican interior, the Pacific coast,
and the Yucatan Peninsula. I sarv a
varieq, of exotic raptors-including
wintering peregrines (in 1976 that
was a hugc deal to an aspiring long-
winger)-but my efforts to find obf's
were unslrccessful. Knolving norv
what I do about their raritv and the

great lengths that some prestiuior.rs
and well-funded falconer,/biologiss
have gone through to locate them, I
am not surprised that I, a teenaged
college kid on a shoestring budget,
failed at the time. But I came arvay
from the quest with a pretty good
mental map of the type of habitat
thc obf's haunted; by observing
the hunting behavior of bat falcons
in tlre village of Emiliano Zapata
(the nvo species havins much in
common in terms of overall build
and general hunting habits) I also
developed a good notion as to how
that type of falcon operated.

Fast-fbrward to 1982. By tliis
time, I proceeded further dorvn
the falconry trail, having added
wait-on longrvinging to my creden-
tials. In particular, I developed an
appetite for harvking Hungarian
partridge (Perdix perdir). For those

who haven't actually harvked huns,
they are a robust and dynamic
medium-sized game bird whose
abilities on the rving "under fire"
fiom raptor attack have to be r,vit-
nessed to be properly appreciated.
Being a red-muscled bird, they
have flight capabilities and stay-
ing power that brings them closer
to the grouse species as a quarry
bird than to their white-muscled
gallinaceous cousins the chukar,
qrrail and pheasants.

J Javing linishecl col-

I_ Ll'fr:.H":'i:TT;l:
teaching careers in the Alaska bush.
This half-decade adventure could
fill volumes of its orvn, but germane
to this tale is a book I read to help
wile arvay the long, dark hours in
mid-rvinter on St. Larvrence Island.
The book was a compendium of
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T'he young 2006 funak, Cuuee, shozued eaily
promise capturing this October ltartridge in a

steep uphill flight in the Palouse.
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A t ip n nonrn in Durr*bu o7 2005 answered, some crucial quest_ions about partridge h-auking uith ale-thes.. Note the nearly

tible-top flat topography, liw aegetation interspersed, with easily penetrabli couer (hedgerow), and mild winter weather

is much milder than is winter in
Eastern Washington; the temPera-
tures there rarely droPPing much
below the freezing point. Also, in
France, the partridge are found
in wide open, almost tabletoP flat,
terrain, and the cover is tYPicallY
narrow, penetrable hedgerows.
This meant that the low-flYing an-

cient-alethe would have been able
to maintain visual contact with her
quarry from the beginning of 1!e
fligtrt to the end, and available
cover would not inhibit relocation
and reflushing. Recreating the
hawking conditions in France, as a

controlled variable, required seek-

ing much different slips from those
I attempted in my own hillY country
covered by acres ofsage brush and
tumbleweeds.

At David Baker's encourage-
ment, I decided to startwith a fresh
female in late summer of 2006.
The idea was to focus entirelY on

gamebirds, leaving pigeons out of
the equation. The Pigeon flights
were no doubt good for condition-
ing, but "04" became too proficient
at catching them and would leave
potential partridge sliPs to flY to
neighboring barnyards in search
of her favorite prey. Condition-
ing would be accomPlished, after
initially wedding the new hawk to
gamebirds, by kite/ballooning'
This climbing conditioning rvould
not be intended to encourage
waiting on, but strictly to increase
muscle strength and wind.

Tselected a lemale from tnY

I project that showed eally
Ipromise by instantly bind-

ing to a proffered live quail. After
this, she was given only live birds in
the chamber for about tlo lveeks,
which included bobwhites and
chukar. By the time I Picked her
up for training, she knen'lvhat she
was about.

"Cuvee" was trained to the hood
and introduced to the dogs. She
made two wild kills before our first
partridge foray.

n a beautiful October
day in winter-wheat
country we saw several

unbelievable flights on partridge of
all ages. This clearly was a splendid
specimen of an aplomado. At the
end of that day, she raced a nearlY
grown hun 150 yards uP a steeP
slope and captured it right at the
crest of the hill. This seemed a very
promising start.

I chose to leave Cuvee with
David, as I couldn't make the long
drive to his region on a regular basis

and rvanted her to be exPosed to
as many early season gamebirds as

could be had. AdditionallY, David
had developed a proficient kite/
balloon routine and agreed to con-
dition her using this. After nearly
six rveeks at "kite camp," Cuvee
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able clatter of a hun flushing. This
was followed by a black and orange
streak. The rest ofthe covey popped
up in ones and twos, but theY were
clearly intimidated and did not flY
far before they settled back dorvn
here and there, scattered through-
out the area. We r,vaited for Cuvee
to return, hoping that if she did
we could produce another of the
covey for her to chase. She did not
reappear. Next, we gathered uP
the dogs on a lead and I began to
seek a signal. In retrospect, I should
have rushed toward the signal right
away, but I really didn't exPect her
to catch the hun so quickly. But she
did, and ironically thatwas her near
undoing.

7-T-the signal led me out intcr

I the middle of a closelY-
I .ropped alfalfa circle.

Looking up, I noticed a raPtor
sitting on the pipes and made the
assumption that it was Cuvee. I
shouted to Dan that she was on the
irrigation structure and the hun was

probably in the tangle of weeds at
the base of the center Pivot. When
Dan arrived with the setters he gave

a long look at the hawk in the dis-
tance and said, "Hey Bud, I think
that's a redtail." I looked again. If
you have ever gone trapping and
convinced yourself a distant insula-
tor was hawk on a pole, you know
where my head was at. Assume
makes an ass of you and umPtion.

"If that was a redtail it would
have bumped by now."

No sooner did the words leave
my lips then the redtail turned,
sliced, and flew off. I began to
feel a sense of foreboding. With a

renewed urgency I began to track
again. Again Dan pointed out the
obvious, and I continued to live on
the banks of de Nile.

"Is that her on the ground?"
I looked at the odd-shaped dark

object in the field at a distance.
"Naw, that'sjust a weird shaPed

mound of dirt."
T\ rrt. as I coutinued to

lJn'*,.'1:i;?l'l;lll:
angular shape. When it began to
wave slowly about, I realized, a sick
feeling in my gut, itwas the slender
wing of a falcon, pointing straight

upward into the air. The angle rvas

all wrong. I rushed to the spot and
found Cuvee flat on her back, a
terrorized look in her eyes, feath-
ers (hers) scattered about. She
was alive, butjust barely. Quickly, I
gathered her up and put her into
myjacket to keep warm.

'J.D. is on point,Jim." Despite
Dan's deep concern for Cuvee, he
remained ever-observant.

No sooner did the

words leave my lips
then the redtail

turned, sliced, and

flew off. I began

to feel a sense of
foreboding. With a
renewed urgency I

began to track again.

-Flooked to where he was

I poinring and, sure enough.
I.l.n. rvas locked up solid,

just a few feet from where we were
standing. I approached him, and he
shuffled forward, freezing again. I
urged him on, and again he shifted,
now locked up like a statue and
looking straight into the ground.
The partridge was crouched in an
alfalfa f'urrowjust beneath his nose.
I reached down, expecting it to
blast off, but it remained in place.
I noticed the feathers on its back,
they were torn and askerv. I care-
fully pounced on it. It had some
struggle left, but was not in good
shape. Dan examined the breast
and reported it was injured there.
The wound proved to be mortal
and the partridge expired a short
while later.

Looking at the scene, I could
mentally see the action unfold. The
flight left the sage stand, rvhipped
behind two tall hay stacks and dis-
appeared out of our vierv. The trvo
birds raced out lrom cover into att

open alfalfa. The hun might have
been overtaken, but more likely
it fblded under the pressure of
Cuvee's pursuit and landed in front
of her, hoping to evade her on foot
then blast off in another direction.
But Cuvee was nimble and had
sticky feet, and no doubt she piled
into the hun and the two birds
tussled on the ground in the open.
The redtail, perched somewhere
nearby, could not have resisted
this opportunity and would have
immediately launched an attack of
its own, grabbing the uppermost
bird, Cuvee, and knocking her off
the partridge. The exhausted and
wounded hun hunkered in tightly,
hoping both raptors were gone.
Cuvee turned to face her attacker
on its approach, or she managed to
break free and flip over onto her
back. She either fought the redtail
off with her beak and feet, or my ap-
proach with the telemetrybumped
it off of her, it was probably a combi-
nation of both. In the end, Cuvee's
brilliant mid-winter partridge fl ight
ended in near disaster.

Conclusion: Cuvee-now re-
covered-is retired to the breeding
chamber with Jim Ingram's out-
standing 2006 "tercelette," Sgt.
Pepper. In this way, I hope her
aggressive nature will continue to
express itself through their off-
spring. The final flight of her
falconry "career" r'vas perhaps the
most significant flight in mine.
This 340 gram aplomado's capture
of a 370 gram mid-winter grey
partridge-the fl ight originatin g out
of the hood, off the fist, and over
a setter's point. Then after a single
reflush out of tall sparse covet mo-
toring her quarry down in fair flight
and rvith relative ease-congealed all
of the elements required to validate
my long-standing hypothesis and
bring to conclusion a 4O0-year-old
myster),, and a 3\-year journeY of
personal discovery. Cuvee lives
today as a bona fide high-mettled
partridge catching alethe...re-
born.

Charles D'Arcussia would have
approved-ofthat I have no reason-
able dor"rbt.


