Last week, 


we heard Peter proclaim that Jesus was the Messiah 


and Jesus proclaim that Peter was the Rock 



on which he would build the Church, 




the assembly of followers.  

As we also concluded with last week, 


the reason why Jesus warned his disciples not to tell anyone 



that he was the Christ was, 




they did not fully comprehend what the Christ was to do.  




How he was going to save.  




What his rescue plan looked like.  



When the time was right, 




they would understand, 



but as of right now, 




they were a little clueless.

But Jesus did not intend for them to stay that way.  


Verse 21 begins by saying,



 “From that time on 




Jesus began to Deiknomi to his disciples 





that he must go to Jerusalem 





and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, 






chief priests, 






and teachers of the law, 





and that he must be killed 





and on the third day be raised to life.”  

Now our text translates Deiknomi as tell, 


which makes it sound like Jesus just had a number of lectures.  

The full definition of the word is, 


“to make known the character or significance of something 



by visual, auditory, gestural, or linguistic means—


‘to make known, 


to demonstrate, 


to show.’”  

While words and explaining are important, 


they are last in the list 


and we know that Jesus' actions are more important.  
What is more, 


the disciples already had all the words of what the Messiah would do 



in the Old Testament 



and our reading from Isaiah this morning, 


but they still are not grasping what Jesus needed to do as we see in verse 22,



 the first statement we have from our rock 




on which Jesus will build his church.

This Deiknomi however is a challenge to us.  

For the rest of the gospel of Matthew, 


Jesus is going to be showing us how he must suffer many things, 


why he must be killed, 


and why on the third day he will be raised to life.  

But how do you demonstrate that?  

What does that look like?  


While initially, 



it is hard to imagine anything more than what Jesus did on the cross, 




with a little reflection, 





ways start flooding in.  

There are the beatitudes: 


“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 


those who mourn, 


the meek, 


those hungering and thirsting for righteousness, 


being merciful, 


being pure in heart, 


being peacemakers, 


and those persecuted because of righteousness.”  



These are the blessed.  

These actions lead us to suffering many things at the hands of others, 


a part of us must die in order to do so, 

but when we do, 


we find new life in the process.  

Or as our studies on Tuesday nights have revealed: 


hospitality causes us to suffer,



 for our schedule to die, 




but the new life that comes from living in unity with others 





is better than everyday life.  


Forgiveness and reconciliation require us to suffer, 



to give up what we hold onto, 



to let our advantage and superior behavior die, 




and find new life in a restored relationship.  


Revisiting our boundaries 



to see if they are there to prevent suffering and death was hard. 


And love?  



Love call us to suffer.  


We can not truly love without needing to also suffer, 



for we die to our former way of self, 




routine, 




priorities, 



we lay all of those down 




and walk into a new form of life.  


I am sure this week's topic of patience will follow the same pattern. 

The reason we celebrate Fathers today is, 


fatherhood follows this pattern, 


as do mothers. 

Being a follower of Jesus calls us to follow this pattern.  

Which Peter has not fully grasped at this point, 


which is okay, 



because we all float between the two realities.  

But Peter is not off the hook for thinking this way.  


For this is what he must learn.  


He must learn that this is the way of Jesus 



and it will be the way for his disciples as well.  

If we think that we can follow Jesus 


and not follow this route, 

we are foolish 


and are accepting a Jesus who does not love, 


forgive, 


reconcile,


suffer, 


or lead to new life.  

You are accepting the rule of Satan.

This may seem awfully harsh, 


but it is the same temptation that Jesus faced in the wilderness from Satan.  

Do some spectacular stuff Jesus, 


and then you can have the kingdom.  



Make the rocks food, 



jump off this building, 



worship me and my ways.  


Impress people 



and leave them wanting more 




and I will let you rule in my place, 





is what Satan told Jesus, 




because that is how Satan rules.  

If someone else will do all the impressing 


and not leave the people to worship the way of the Triune God, 



Satan wins and has less work to do.  

Satan had issues with God loving us the way he did, 


because what was there to love?  



We were not 



and are not worthy of God's love.  

Satan saw God suffering in order to love us 


and was offended.  

As a more spectacular creature, 


one who could do more, 



Satan deserved that type of affection, 




that could come without suffering.  



When it was shared with a lesser creature, 




that led to rebellion.  

But love, 


unconditional, 


not based on what you have done for another, 



is where God's love starts and ends.  


To think that our love is earned, 



is to fall into league with Satan.

To do so temporarily 


is not the end of the road for us with Jesus however.  

Remember, 


he is a God who loves 


and knows suffering is part of love.  

While Jesus' rebuke of Peter is almost identical to the rebuke of Satan in the desert, 


one word is different.  

Instead of being told to get away from Jesus, 


like Satan was.  

Peter is told to get behind Jesus.  


The difference is small, 



but significant.  

Peter was trying to show Jesus how his ministry should go, 


which is why he is not ready to proclaim Jesus as the Messiah.  

So Jesus instructs him to get behind him, 


where he can follow Jesus' ways 


and learn the true way of the Messiah.  

The title Satan seems harsh, 


but it was at the root of what Peter was doing.  

Satan means adversary or slander.  


An adversary is someone who wants to do something counter to what you do.  


A slanderer is one who speaks falsely about what should be done 



or who one is.  

Peter, 


in his statement that God should have mercy on Jesus 


and not allow him to suffer, die, 



or be raised to new life 




is dong exactly what a slanderer 




and adversary of the Messiah would do and say.

In a stinging phrase to our recently proclaimed “Rock,” 


Jesus then proceeds to call him a stumbling block.  

The word is Skandalon, 


where we get scandal.  

But the stinging part is 


the a stumbling block is often 



a rock on which someone trips.  


So Peter, 



within a breath of the story 




goes from the Rock on which Jesus will build his church 




to the Rock on which Jesus is tempted to fall.

This is a reality check for the church, 


because Peter is the one on which the church is built.  

If he can swing between the two so quickly, 


what about us?  

Has the church been a solid rock 


to the redemption of the Kingdom of God?  



Amen, yes!  

Has the church been a stumbling block 


to the redemption of the Kingdom of God?  



Amen, yes!  

Mahatma Gahndi is recorded as saying to his Priest friend, 


“The words of Jesus I can believe.  


The actions of his people do not let me believe.”  

Or another popular saying, 


“The best proclamation for the church is God's people. 


 The biggest detractor against the church is God's people.”

So how do we know when we are being the church of Jesus the rescuer, 


the Christ, 


the Messiah 

and when we are being the church of man?  

The question comes down to what Jesus set up for us at the beginning 


and Peter rejected 


asking that God would have mercy 



and not let it come about.  

Are we ready and willing 


to suffer at the hands of others, 


are we willing to die, 


are we willing to let God bring about new life through death?

As we were discussing boundaries on Tuesday, 


we acknowledged that boundaries could be both helpful 


and prevent God's ministry at the same time.  

They are helpful in keeping us healthy.  


But we also acknowledged that we are called to suffer and die.  

If we stay in perfect health, 


how can we experience suffering or death.  
There are people that I talk with 


that leave me more refreshed than when I started.  


There are others that leave me exhausted and drained.  

A boundary could be 


stop talking to such people, 



because then I could “always be happy.”  

But such a boundary does not call me to enter into anything 


that my Lord and Savior experienced 


and brings new life.  

What will I care when the situation the burdensome person is experiencing 


resolves itself?  

What will I care when God acts?  


I am missing out on abundant joy and life.

Peter's words may be informative.  


Peter says “Never” twice.  



And we all know, 




never say never.  

We should also be wise enough to not seek to always experience always.  


Jesus did not always suffer and die.  



He sometimes enjoyed the redeemed things of the earth, 




he worshipped his Father, 




he experienced joy.  

But to say never suffer 


is to never be a disciple of Jesus the Rescuer.

My prayer is that we would be a church that follows the path of Jesus 


the Christ more and more.  

And the great paradox of the whole thing is, 


when we do, 

we will experience life more and more.  

And not just life, 


but new life, 


life more full, 


more giving, 



than what we could ever experience on our own, 




even if we lived on a cruise ship every day of our life 



traveling around to all the exotic locations.  

May we find this life 


and look to where we are denying Jesus the chance 



to bring suffering to our lives 




under the convenient titles of safety, 




convenience, 




habit, 




or affordability.  

Instead, 


let us realize the road to which Jesus has called us, 



is to follow him on the road to Jerusalem 



and the cross.  

Do not try to lead Jesus in the way it should happen.  


Or you may hear the same grace filled words as Peter did, 



“Get behind me, 




Satan.”  

Jesus knows the way.  


We need to follow.  



The way of the cross leads to life, 




even though its purpose is death.
