DECEMBER 2017

The Islander
Harbor Isles Community Newspaper
1 Palm Harbor Drive, Venice, Florida 34287

December 2017

Editor’s Comments

American Flag

The American Flag at the entrance to
Harbor Isles for the month of December is dedicated to Otto Bruhn at the
request of his wife Olga. Otto served in
the U.S. Army as an enlisted man with
basic training in the states and combat
in Korea.
Let us take the time to remember the
men and women who are now serving
our country in far – away places and
under severe conditions to protect the
American people everywhere.
The American Flag at the front entrance is proudly maintained by the
Harbor Isles Veteran’s Club. Any new
resident Veterans are urged to join our
club and be part of the activities we
enjoy. Any resident who would like
to have the flag flown for a month in
remembrance of a loved one or dedicated to someone should contact Bob
Berlin, 426-7635 (73 Lakeview Dr.).
Respectfully, Bob Berlin

In Memory

Ronald J. Slensky,
617 Portside, passed,
10/27/17
Rob er t Cerqua,
346 Mariner recently
passed.

Just a quick note to notify you that I will not be doing the Islander anymore. I have been doing it for many years and it is time to
pass it on. I am much too involved in Trash & Treasure and my new
granddaughter to give it the attention it deserves.
The new editor will be Fran Taylor and all articles need to be
emailed to her at: fmtay@aol.com by the 12th of each month starting with the January issue (which is due to her by 12/12). Thank
you all and I know we all wish Fran the best.

HIHO President’s Article

I am typing this on October 31 (HalloweenDay). This week, my
very good friend died (Ronald J. Slensky – 6/23/51 to 1/27/17). It’s
hard for me to think of something uplifting for this paper.
In the past, when a friend would pass away around the Christmas
holidays, I would say to the family, “Just think, our loved one will
be in heaven for Christmas”. That sounds good but with this recent
death, I can’t even say that because my heart hurts. How does this
relate to you? When Christmas brings you together with your family
and friends, please let them know you care for them. Really and
truly count your blessings. Life can change so rapidly, embrace the
moments with your loved ones. You will be making memories for
your lifetime.
Merry Christmas. HIHO events for December will keep you busy.
Dates to remember:
2nd 7:30 PM – Concert in the Club House (CH)
6th 9:30 AM – HIHO BOD meeting in the Rec Hall (RH)
7th 5:30 PM – Pot Luck in the CH
8th 5:00 PM – Evening Golf Cart Parade
10th 8:00 AM – Morning Champagne Breakfast by Rick in the
CH
14th 7:00 PM – HIHO Membership Mtg in CH
17th 		
Christmas Cocktail Party – CH
25th		
HIHO Christmas Potluck, get a free ticket during
Saturday coffee hour
31st 8:00 PM -- NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY – We have some very
talented volunteers who are working on “the
best ever” evening of dancing and food.
Happy New Year! Marcia Bouwman @ 763-614-9901.
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Christmas Eve Candle-Light Service

Come light your candle, bring the spirit of Christmas to
Harbor Isles at the annual Candle-Light Service in the Club
House at 6:30 PM. Only battery candles can be used.
Share the story of Christmas with your neighbors, family
and friends.
The service will be followed by a short skit presented by
members of our own Community Theatre and the evening
will close with the singing of Carols and other Yuletide songs
with Emily Peel. Questions? Call Nancy Carling at 429-9503.

Christmas Caroling at the Pavilion

For the fourth year, members of the Harbor Isles Chorus
will sing some Carols and Yule-tide Songs as the Christmas
Lights are lit for the first time. Check announcements at
Saturday Coffee and the TV Community Channel (1970) for
the specific Saturday in December and the time.
Bring your chairs or Golf Cart and join us! It can be a Happy
Hour time!!

Toys For Kids

Please bring your toys to 166 Palm Harbor (last house on
the right.) Harbor Isles has been donating toys for the kids
of North Port for several years. Questions, call Bill Day.

Christmas Craft Fair

Thank you to all those who helped make this year’s Christmas Craft Fair a huge success. We made close to $1200 and
the bake sale had a record breaking event. Please continue
to volunteer to help out with these events. The Spring Craft
Fair will be coming up soon after the holidays on February
24, 2018.
Cheryl Herman and Sandy Mills

New Year’s Eve Gala  

Date: December 31st
Time: 8:00 - 12:00
Place: Clubhouse
Tickets: $25.00
Entertainment: The Goldtones 	
Refreshments will be served beginning at 8:00 pm to
9:30 pm. You will be served champagne cocktails, hot hors
d’oeuvres, various appetizers and a mashed potato bar.
Tickets will be sold at Tuesday night Bingo, the Thursday night HIHO meeting and Saturday coffee hour. 	
Any questions, call Louise Gaw, 603-848-3321.
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Harbor Isles Chorus

Harbor Isles Chorus presents the Treats and Tunes of the
season.
Saturday, December 2, 2017
Club House
Doors Open at 7:00 p.m.
Performance is 7:30 p.m.
Come be our audience!
Come, open the Christmas season
with our own celebration in Harbor Isles!
There’ll be familiar tunes
and some you may not know….
But, they’ll get you
tapping your toe!
We have carols and calypso
and hot latin beats,
And at intermission…
we’ll even have treats!
Questions or tickets, call Emily at 423-9004. Tickets are
available at Saturday coffee and at the door at 7 p.m. on
December 2nd.

Welcome Committee

Welcome to all new residents! We are picking up the
pace and trying to visit our 46 new families who moved to
Harbor Isles in 2017. Thank you to bag packer extraordinaire
Barb Harding for continuing to keep us supplied with bags
filled with goodies and paper. Thank you to Cheryl Herman,
Helen Markus and Carole Ramke who continue on the team
from last year and welcome to new volunteers Noreen Deschenes, Angie Mortimer and Ann Luterek. Carol Draime.
Betsey Hubbard and Lora Potvin have also expressed interest and will be joining the team. So we have the volunteers
and resources and now all we need is you.
We will be attempting to contact new residents to make
appointments to visit, if you are here and want us to visit
you can call me and we will make arrangements.
Pat Muise, Chair Welcome Committee
pmcdougall.jmuise@gmail.com, 941-426-5841

WOOF!

“My goal in life is to be as good a
person as my dog already thinks
I am.”
--Author unknown
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Boat Club

This season has gotten off to a great start with our annual Welcome Back Pot Luck at the Pavilion. I believe our great
hot dogs got us thinking of our future events like Boat Rides and hot dog sales. I want to thank everyone who helped
with this pot luck and furnished all the great food.
We’ve also had fun outings to Spanish Point and St. Pete. Navigator Sue is doing her usual excellent job of organizing
fun activities. See the complete list at our Harbor Isles web site.
Don’t forget our monthly meetings and keep bringing your aluminum cans to our bins.
Commodore Barney

Harbor Isles Boat Club - Social Activities
Wednesday evening, December 6, Boat Club members will
car pool to the Celtic Ray Public House in Punta Gordafor a
5 o’clock dinnerfollowed by a 7:30 pm Canal Christmas Light
Tour with Kingfisher Fleetlocated at Fisherman’s Village.
Dinner is on your own ($5 refundable deposit) and the boat
tour is $17.50 (if tickets are still available).
Failte! (welcome!) greets you when you arrive at The
Celtic Ray Public House in downtown Punta Gorda. When
it opened in 1997 there wasn’t a single establishment in
the area that offered a variety of quality imported beers
and the atmosphere of a traditional Irish Pub, according to
Proprietor Kevin Doyle. They now serve only high-quality
imported draught beers, bottled beers, ciders, fine wines, a
full liquor bar as well as a selection of “soft” beverages! The
menu features traditional Irish Pub favorites made from
fresh ingredients and family recipes. The Celtic Ray’s Fish &
Chips are famous worldwide! Wednesdays are Trivia nights
at the Pub, however we will need to be at the Kingfisher
dock by 7 p.m. for our boat tour of Christmas Lights.
Christmas at Mt. Dora is a bus tour scheduled December
12 with departure from Harbor Isles at 8 a.m. Upon arrival
you will have 4 1/2 hours on your own for lunch, browsing
and shopping. We will meet up with the bus mid afternoon
and a step-on guide will entertain us with a tour of historical
sights and stories about Mt. Dora. A 5 pm dinner will be at
the Olive Branch Mediterranean Italian Grille & Bar followed
by another bus ride to see the Magical Christmas Lights
around town against a backdrop of two million + sparkling
lights. They say it is an enchanting landscape filled with the
season’s spirit and festivity. This should be a fun day. Will be
a long one, but remember you will have a three hour ride
home - time to sleep!
Between the Christmas and New Year Holidays, we will
have a “Meet, Greet and Eat” on Wednesday, December 27
at 5 pm at the Drum Circle on Nokomis Beach. More on this
event at future meetings.
Some of our Boat Club members will be taking off January 3 for an 11-day southeast Caribbean Cruise. For those
staying behind, Boat Club members can sign up for a dinner
reservation at Lock & Key (Manasota Key) on Wednesday,
January 10, 4 p.m. followed by a walk on the beach and
sunset viewing.

Another great bus trip is planned for Friday, January 26.
First stop will be Matlacha and a visit to the Leoma Lovegrove gallery and gardens as well as any other shopping
you might want to check out in this artist colony. Lunch will
be in St. James at the Waterfront Restaurant. We will doing
a drive on the main highway of Pine Island, stopping at the
Museum of the Islands and then at Fruitscapes. Owners,
Steve and Jesse, have created a tropical fruit paradise. Fruitscapes Nursery embraces diversity, manifested by dozens of
varieties of mangos and a collection of rare tropical fruits
not found anywhere else. They are consistently adding exciting edibles and ornamentals to their offering. With their
famous Fruit Stand right on the premises, perhaps we will
be able to delight in the fruits of their labors. And yes, with
a bus there is storage overhead and underneath for your
purchases!!
It is a ways off, but 55 tickets have been secured for the
Thursday, March 8 “Granddaddy of them all” 90th Annual
Arcadia All-Florida Championship Rodeo. The cost is $26 for
admission plus the bus to the event. I do have to have the
tickets paid for by the middle of January, so will be collecting
for this event throughout December. This will be in their new
arena, so it should be a new and exciting adventure. FYI, this
is a busy month for Harbor Isles, so be sure and check the
HICA website calendar of events http://harborislescondo.
com/calendar.asp to accurately see what other events are
going on that day.
2016-17 Boat Club memberships are still good through
the end of the year, but get yours paid up for 2018 so you
can participate come January. A Boat Club representative
is ready to sign you on at Coffee Hour! Also, signups are
available for event reservations at Coffee hour and all meetings. You are also welcome to call 941-661-6159 or email:
dsconrad919@gmail.com.
Keep in mind that all bus deposits (and tickets) are non-refundable unless you can find someone to go in your place.
I will keep a waiting list when we have a big demand on an
event; however, it will be the member responsibility to find
a replacement. There are no margins to cover cancellations.
The December meeting will be Sunday the 17th, 7 pm at
the Club House.
Sue Conrad, Navigator
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Food Can Kill - Food Can Heal “Tis The Season To Be Starch-Y”

Many researchers, doctors and others who work in the field of
nutrition as it relates to our health describe our dietary lifestyle
as “The Standard American Diet” or the “Rich Western Diet.” These
descriptions are NOT complimentary. They apply to Western Europe
and all of the major cities of the world as their populations are
suffering from the epidemic of ailments that we are experiencing!
Numerically, the pattern looks roughly like this: 70% Meat & Dairy
(high Fat and Cholesterol), 20% Starch,10% Fruit and 5% Vegetables.
These figures are deplorable! Our diet is extremely top-heavy in fatty
and artery-clogging foods. No wonder we are so very sick!
People who are overweight find this time of year to be extremely
difficult. Christmas parties have already started and well-meaning
faimily, friends and co-workers offer them seasonal “goodies.”Temptations seem to be everywhere!
If this describes you, do not despair. There is nothing wrong with
you, your appetite or your willpower! You just need to think differently about what you are eating. Learning to eat in a way that you
never did before takes some effort - but it’s not rocket science either.
I want to welcome you to the world of Starch! Starch in food is
a white, tasteless, solid carbohydrate that is formed of very small
granules. Most of you have seen what cornstarch and potato starch
look like.
This type of carbohydrate acts like a ‘fiber’ in the digestive system.
Since some of the starch granules get digested in the small intestine
and others do not, starch is also referred to as “Resistant Starch.” (resist
digestion) The carbohydrate in starches satisfies the hunger drive.
It can improve weight loss and control insulin sensitivity.
Starch is the Gold Medal winner in the ‘Olympic Food Games.’ It
is found in foods such as: Whole Grains, Rice, Potatoes, Pasta, Corn,
Beans and Legumes.
Carbohydrates have received bad press during the past several
years due to the popularity of low-carb diet crazes that fail to work!
There is a mistaken notion that “starches make you fat.” How absurd!
It is chemically impossible for starch to develop into fat. Look around
the world and notice that populations of people who follow diets
consisting mostly of starches are trim, youthful in appearance, and
active throughout life.
A change to a diet of starches, vegetables, and fruits will allow
you to eat twice as much and yet take in only half as many calories!
Eat, eat, and eat all that you can hold. In fact, the more you eat the
healthier and trimmer you will be. In addition you can recover from
serious diseases such as: Alzheimer’s Disease, Arthritis, Atherosclerosis, some Cancer, Crohn’s Disease, Colon Polyps & Colon Cancer,
Constipation, Hemorrhoids, Diabetes, Diverticular Diseases, Gallbladder Disease, Heart Disease, High Cholesterol, Kidney Diseases,
Liver Diseases, Multiple Sclerosis, Obesity, Osteoporosis and Ulcers
- among others.
Until next month, I want to wish all of you a peaceful and heartwarming holiday season.
Frieda Landry
Copyright © 2017 All Rights Reserved
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Classifieds

FOR SALE
2005 Toyota Camry, 4-door, moon roof, excellent
condition, beige, 140,000 miles - $5500.00. Call
Mary-Jo Greaves (Selling for neighbor that went
north) at 941-240-8728.
FREE
New insulated ceiling tile. I have 8 pieces of
brand new (still in the box) ( 2’X4’) white insulated
ceiling tile free for the taking. They cost about
$10.00 each when bought.
Charlie Vonderschmitt at 317-507-2409.

Trash and Treasures
Christmas Sidewalk Sale

The First Christmas Sidewalk Sale was held on
November 15th from 8-11AM. It was a huge success. We made $525.00. Many, many thank yous
to Pauline & Paul, Sandi, Carol, Barbara, Pauline
M, Bonnie & her husband, Beverly and, of course,
Joanne Garwood for suggesting such a fantastic
idea. We had so many goodies to accompany our
coffee and/or eggnog and I believe everyone that
came had a good time. Thank you all for doing
your shopping with us at T&T.

Fire Wise

Time change brings a safety reminder.
Daylight savings time ended Sunday, November
5th and Sarasota County Fire Department personnel are reminding the public that it is a great time
to take safety precautions. Approximately 70% of
home fire deaths result from fires in homes with
no smoke alarms or non-working smoke alarms,
so the end of daylight saving time also marks the
time to check batteries in smoke alarms.
Sarasota County Fire Chief Michael Regnier
offered other safety tips: Install smoke alarms
on every level of the home, and both inside and
outside any sleeping areas, especially if you sleep
with the bedroom door closed; keep smoke alarms
clean; the “chirping” noise made by a smoke alarm
may mean its battery power is low, replace the
battery right away; replace smoke alarms every
10 years.
If you cannot afford a smoke alarm or for information on smoke alarms, contact Sarasota County
Fire Prevention Office at 941-861-2290.
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Knitwits and Hookers

The Knitwits and Hookers have continued to meet all
summer. On November 8, we made a trip to deliver things to
the Veterans and the babies. Seventy-eight (78) lap robes, 2
stump covers and 3 shawls were delivered to Bay Pines Veterans Hospital. The following were taken to Tampa General
Hospital and All Children’s Hospital: 483 baby hats, 94 baby
blankets and 26 Lovey Teddy Bears. The recipients of these
items are so grateful and thankful for our contributions.
This group was started in 2011 so we are beginning our
7th year in 2018. A summary of all our contributions is as
follows:1066 Veterans lap robes; 100 ladies shawls; 809 adult
chemo hats (crochet and cotton reversible caps); 95 stump
covers; 4150 baby/kid hats; 1376 baby/kid blankets; 120
burial gowns; 18 sets of “Knitted Knockers” (soft prosthesis
for breast cancer patients); 40 Lovey Bears; 9 teddy bears;
plus many other items like pillows, buntings, baby sweater
sets; scarves, puppets, dolls, booties, etc.
If anyone in Harbor Isles is in need of a lap robe or chemo hat, please contact us. We are happy to support our
residents.
The wonderful ladies in this group are so caring and giving
and work so hard to support our efforts. We meet every
Tuesday in the Rec Hall from 1 PM to 3 PM. We welcome
new members! We have yarn, needles, hooks and patterns
for your use. Please join us.
Linda Finsted (416-9709), Pat Lamb (429-0596)
Peg Peterson (426-5833)
		
		
		
		

Indiana Day

Clubhouse
Saturday, January 27, 2018
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM.
Tickets available during January coffee hour.

Big Red Bus

The BIG RED BUS will be returning to Harbor Isles on
Saturday, December 2nd from 9 am to 1 pm.
There is a sign up sheet in the breezeway. Donors will
receive a ONE BLOOD FLEECE BLANKET AND A WELLNESS
CHECKUP including blood pressure, temperature, iron
count, pulse and cholesterol screening.
Remember to bring your identification cards the day of
the blood drive. REMEMBER, THIS IS THE GIFT OF LIFE.
Questions?? Angie Mortimer 941-303-0125.

Follies Organizational Meeting

Do you like to sing, dance, perform, have a skit? If so,
please join us on Saturday, December 9th in the All Purpose
Room at 10:00 am (after Coffee) to make plans for the Follies
scheduled for March 10 and 11, 2018.
Also needed are behind the scene workers. If you would
like to help in any way, please join us on December 9.
Peg Anslow
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Christmas Families

The Grandmothers’ Club will soon be collecting donations
for the 2017 Christmas Families. With the help of North Port
Services, Pat Muise and her committee have met and selected two families and are now working to ensure a Blessed
Christmas for both families. Santa’s elves will be ringing bells
at various HIHO functions, along with shopping, wrapping
and delivering gifts as Christmas approaches. It is such a
wonderful opportunity to brighten the holiday for these
families. Thank you, Harbor Isles, your generosity is always
overwhelming.
In addition to the Christmas Families project, the Grandmothers’ Club has budgeted $600 for participation in the
Safe Children Coalition Foster Angels Program this holiday season. What this entails is the selection of six foster
children in the North Port area and filling their individual
Christmas Wish List.

Christmas Champagne Breakfast

The Christmas Champagne breakfast will be Sunday, December 10th in the Club House from 8-10 AM. The menu is
as follows:
Mimosa or Poinsettia
(or non-alcoholic juice)
Italian Panettone French Toast
Sausage
Fruit Cup
CoffeeTea
The $8.00 tickets for this special breakfast are being sold
at Saturday coffee or call the Chef’s Business Manager at
416-5848. There will be NO SALES AT THE DOOR.
This HAPPY HOLIDAY meal will be prepared and served
with entertainment by Chef Rick and his Christmas elves.
We look forward to sharing the “Spirits” of the season with
you. Thank you, Chef Rick. Merry Christmas, Buon Natale,
Joyous Noel.

Pot Luck

December 7, 2017 in the Clubhouse, Doors Open at 4:30
p.m., Social Hour from 5:00 - 6:00 followed by Dinner of Ham
with Grilled Pineapple. Be sure to BYOB and Table Service.
Entertainment provided by Remember When.
Tickets will be available at Coffee Hour and are $6.00
HIHO Members - 8:00 Non-Members. Any questions, Sue
Conrad - 941-661-6159.
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Daily Activities
7:45 AM
7:45 AM
8:00 AM
8:00 AM
8:45 AM
8:50 AM
9:00 AM
9:30 AM
1:00 PM
6:45 PM
6:45 PM

MONDAY
Aerobics - CH
Aqua Aerobics - Pool
Tennis – Courts
Good Time Golf
Fun Shuffle - Courts
Water Exercise – Pool
Ceramics – RH
Alcoholics Anonymous – APR
Rummikub – RH
Hand & Foot - CH
Pinochle – APR

7:45 AM
8:00 AM
8:45 AM
8:50 AM
9:00 AM
1:00 PM
1:00 PM
6:30 PM

WEDNESDAY
Aqua Aerobics – Pool
Tennis - Courts
Fun Shuffleboard
Water Exercise - Pool
Art Group – RH
Model Sailing – Tarpon Lake
Rummikub – APR
Couples Bridge – APR

7:45 AM
7:45 AM
8:00 AM
8:50 AM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
1:00 PM
7:00 PM

7:45 AM
8:00 AM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
1:00 PM
1:00 PM
3:00 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM

FRIDAY
Aerobics – CH
Aqua Aerobics – Pool
Tennis - Courts
Water Exercise – Pool
Woodcarving – RH
Tai Chi – CH
League Darts - APR
Cribbage – APR

CH - Club House

TUESDAY
Aqua Aerobics – Pool
Pickleball – Courts
Fabric Painting - APR
Kitchen Bridge
Model Sailboat – Tarpon Lake
Knitters & Hookers – RH
Bible Study – APR
Summer Bingo – CH
Pitch Set Back – RH

7:45 AM
8:00 AM
1:00 PM
1:00 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

THURSDAY
Aqua Aerobics – Pool
Pickleball - Courts
Quilting – RH
Mah Jongg – APR
Men’s Poker – RH
Fun Darts – APR
Vet’s Club Mtg – CH (3rd Thursday)

8:00 AM
8:00 AM
9:30 AM

SATURDAY
Coffee Hour – CH
Pickleball – Courts
HICT Mtg – APR (3rd Saturday)

________________________________

1:00 PM

RH - Rec Hal

SUNDAY
Model Sailboat – Tarpon Lake

APR - All Purpose Room

Chorus Party

31

Dance

Candlelight Service
Drama Presentation
Xmas Carols
______________________

24

Xmas Cocktail Party - CH

17

Breakfast – 8AM – CH
Xmas House Walk – 3PM

10

3

Sun

25

18

11

4

Christmas
Day

Mon

26

19

12

5

Tue

27

T&T Sidewalk Sale
Furniture Pick Up

20

T&T Sidewalk Sale
Furniture Pick Up
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T&T Sidewalk Sale
Furniture Pick Up
HIHO BOD Mtg 9:30 - RH

6

Wed

Pot Luck

28

21

HICA BOD – 9:30 AM
HIHO Mbrship – 7PM

14

7

Thu

DECEMBER 2017

Golf Cart Parade
5PM

29

22

15

8

Chorus Dress Reh.
6PM

1

Fri

COFFEE HOUR

Coffee hour
Big Red Bus
Chorus performance

30

23

COFFEE HOUR

COFFEE HOUR

COFFEE HOUR
Private Function - CH

16

Private Function - CH

9

2

Sat
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FLORIDA
SERVICES

PRESSURE CLEANING
& PAINTING
Serving Sarasota & Venice Since 1985

No Harsh Chemicals!
Free Roof Inspections & Quotes

✦ Pressure Washing
✦ Roof Coating
✦ Painting

485-9923
Jim McBride, Owner
Licensed and Insured
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Harbor Isles Liar’s Fishing Club

2017-2018 Tentative Club Schedule:
Nov. 15, 2017: BASS TOURNAMENT LAKE DOLPHIN
JAN. 17, 2018: BIG BOAT(35 firm) GULF CHARTER
FEB. 21, 2018:
BASS TOURNAMENT SNOOK LAKE
MARCH 14, 2018: BIG BOAT(35 firm) GULF CHARTER
APRIL 11, 2018: BASS TOURNAMENT TARPON LAKE
This is a tentative schedule as planned by members of the
club for this season. There will be other adventures added
to our season as the year progresses. Anyone interested in
fishing 2, 4, 6, 8 charter packs should get their name on a list
for that activity. Sign up on our list at the pool. Also, guided trips of a lifetime to Lake Okeechobee for serious Bass
fishing are available. Several of our members have boats at
the dock and are always looking for company to soak some
bait for those strange looking fish out on the river.
Open to all Harbor Isles Residents.
Tournament Director: Chuck Ramke 262-909-3779

Missing Election Equipment

If you have borrowed the house number stands that
normally hang on the wall in the HIHO office would you
please return them? They are needed for the upcoming
HIHO election.
Thanks, CharlieVonderschmitt.

HICA Election Committee for 2018

Anyone interested in serving on the Election Committee
for the 2018 HICA Elections should sign up in the HICA office
by January 31st. The election will be held on Wednesday,
March 7, 2018 starting at 8:30 AM.
We need 14 committee members and 2 alternates to
count ballots and certify the election results. This is an important election as those who are elected will assume the
responsibility of running our community for the year March
2018 through March 2019. Please consider volunteering for
this important committee.

Thank You, Thank You

“Give Thanks With A Grateful Heart “ to all who helped
make this year’s Bake Sale a huge success! To our Bake Sale
“Call Girls” who made calls to everyone in our community,
to those who helped the day of the sale: our bake sale “runners”; those who wrapped and priced the baked goods; our
cashiers; and most especially all of you folks in HI that baked
and bought goodies, and some who made $donations.
Each year I’m blown away as I watch the baked items
brought into the rec hall from 7 am on. This year our tables
were “groaning “ with wonderful treats giving us a profit of
over $500. Thank you Harbor Isles!
Noreen Deschenes, Bake Sale Chairperson
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Holiday House Tour

Take a look at some of the homes in our Community
decorated for Christmas. Sunday, December 10, $5.00 pp.
Tour begins at 2:30 pm at Pavilion with light refreshments.
Homes open 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm. All proceeds go to the
Foster Angels Program. Hosted by The Grandmothers Club.

Harbor Isles
Community Theatre Update

The 2017-18 season of the Harbor Isles Community Theatre is off to a busy start.
Led by newly elected president Gloria Martin, plans are
already underway for “Angel’s Poinsettia,” a delightful yuletide skit to be presented as part of the park’s Christmas Eve
candlelight service. Cast members include Mike Barro, Doug
Bouwman, Marion Conroy, Paulette Langlois, Peg Micoli,
Jim and Pat Muise, Emily Peel, Barb Strobel, Guy and Juanita
Thompson, and Pat Worthen.
By the time you are reading this article, HICT will have
already hosted their first Poetry Night of the season on
Sunday, November 12th. Another one is scheduled for the
spring. Participants need not be HICT members; rather, they
need only be park residents interested in reading and/or
listening to favorite or original poetry. Evenings are kept
informal and the event is a BYOB and snacks.
Members were also in charge of the November 18th
and 25th Saturday coffees, when they were able to sport
their newly designed black shirts they plan to wear to their
monthly meetings, to any field trips they plan, as well as
future productions.
Future plans for the group include possible participation
in the HI Follies this March and at least one field trip will
be arranged for members and their spouses to see a local
production.
Finally, an overdue word of thanks and appreciation is
publicly extended to last year’s officers, namely Jim Muise,
president; Pat Muise, secretary; and Juanita Thompson,
treasurer, who continues to serve in that capacity this year.
New members are always welcome to join our thespian
group. You need not have a desire to act onstage to be a
member, for there are many jobs in the theater. We always
need directors, costumers, sound and light techs, make-up
artists, props people, publicity people, stage and house
managers, etc., and no job is too small or unimportant in
the theater!
Hope to see you at our December 16th meeting. Remember we meet the 3rd Saturday of every month after coffee
in the APR.
Gloria Martin
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Grandmothers’ Club

The next meeting of the Grandmothers’ Club will be held
in the Rec Hall on Saturday, December 9, 2017 at 10:00
am. The purpose of the Grandmothers’ Club is to help the
needy and homeless children of Sarasota County, and to
encourage fellowship among the women of Harbor Isles.
Fundraising events provide fun and entertainment for
residents of Harbor Isles, as well as raising funds to pursue
our goal. All are welcome to attend.

Ladies Tea Party

Sunday, January 21, 2018
1:00 pm - Clubhouse
Tickets - $8.00 pp
Luncheon Menu: Chicken Salad on Croissants
Scones w/strawberry jam & cream
Cream Puffs & Eclairs
Assorted Teas
Entertainment: Celebrating Women
All ladies welcome. Hosted by the Grandmothers’ Club.

Boat Club Announces 2019 Cruise!

At the November Boat Club meeting it was
announced that a 7 night Western Caribbean
cruise sailing from January 20 thru 27, 2019
would be included in their 2018-19 social
calendar. The cruise will sail from Tampa on the Carnival Miracle, a mid-size ship that accommodates 2124 passengers.
The ports of call will be Cozumel, Mexico; Belize; Roatan,
Honduras and Grand Cayman. Enjoy a show in the Phantom
theater, a drink at the Odyssey Bar, a dance at Dr. Frankenstein’s Lab or a fun place to relax at the Skybox Sports Bar.
The prices are extremely reasonable and the perks are great
(free round-trip bus to and from Tampa, furnished driver
and porter gratuities, taxes of $131/person included, free
cocktail party and $50/cabin onboard credit) equals a total
of $239/person in perks! The total cost for an inside cabin
is $759 so, when you subtract the value of the perks from
that price you are actually paying $520 for the cabin! The
total cost of a balcony is $1,019 so, when you subtract the
value of the perks from that price you are actually paying
$780 for a balcony!
Seasoned cruisers will jump on this value and this is also
an excellent cruise for those who have never cruised before
or don’t like the longer cruises! To take advantage of these
contract prices it is suggested that you don’t delay getting
your registration sent in. For further information, to request
a copy of the flyer or for help with your registration contact
Dick Conrad at 574-773-3045 or stop by 71 Lakeview Drive.
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A Neil Diamond Tribute

This tribute featuring Keith Allynn from Branson, MO takes
place February 3, 2018 at 7:30 PM in Clubhouse. Tickets are
$12.00 per person. Sales start January 6, 2018 at Coffee Hour.
If you have any questions, please call Rachel Downing at
941-426-2027.

Harbor Isles Art Group

The Harbor Isles Art Group meets on
Wednesday mornings in the Rec Hall. The official time is 9 - 12 although feel free to come
in earlier if you wish. If you are an experienced artist or have
an interest in drawing or painting and no experience come
in any Wednesday morning. We have an extensive supply
of various mediums including watercolor and oil paints and
pastels. We also have a selection of paper. If you would just
like to try something without spending a lot on materials
we can provide materials to try.
The 11th Biennial National Art Exhibition will be open to
the public in February and March 2018. This is one of the
most prestigious juried shows in the country and a real
treat to see. The Art Group will make a field trip to view this
exhibit at a date to be determined.
Our own annual art show is scheduled for Sunday March
4, 2018 in the Harbor Isles Club House. New exhibitors are
welcome. Please feel free to call Rod Haggett at 426-9320
with any questions.

Happy Holidays

Make this holiday season a happy one to remember. Don’t
make it a season that turns into HOLIDAY HORRORS! Little
things you do now can help prevent you, your family, and
your business from becoming the victim(s) of crime later,
like:
		
LOCKING YOUR DOORS
		
TURNING ON THE LIGHTS OUTSIDE
		
BEING AWARE OF YOUR SURROUNDINGS
		
NOT LEAVING ITEMS IN PLAIN VIEW IN YOUR CAR
		
REPORTING SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY
		
And many, many, many more……!
Again, let’s make it a happy season to remember. Don’t
become a statistic! A little prevention now can save you
lots later!
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EXPERIENCE A HIGHER STANDARD
OF HOME CARE – BRIGHTSTAR CARE®
RN Oversight and a customized care plan for every client.
> Companion Care -Errands, Shopping, Doctors appointments,
Meal preparation & Light housekeeping
> Personal Care - Bathing, Dressing, Feeding, Transfers &
Medication reminders
> Skilled Care - Medication Management & Med box fills
> Experience Caregivers - bonded & insured

Call for your free in-home assessment!
Phone: 941-412-4070 24/7 Live Person Answers
Independently Owned and Operated by Registered Nurse

425 Commercial Court, Suite F, Venice, FL 34292
www.brightstarcare.com/venice
HHA# 299993733
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December’s Birthdays & Anniversaries

If you would like your birthday/anniversary published in the Islander, please
contact Mary-Jo Greaves @ ptcakes02@gmail.com.
December’s Birthdays	

December’s Anniversaries

1
8
11
12
12
13
13
13
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
22
24
25
28
29
30
31

14, 1963
16, 1972
20, 1969
24, 1980
29, 1968
30, 1955

Carol MacGray
Gerald Barnard
Bill Day
Cris Harding
Mary Sielken
Pat Jones
Ellen McRae
Flip Carlson
Larry Brueshaber
Bette May
Roger LaCombe
Janey Nobel
Matt Nelson
Gary Stevens
Ron Downing
Otto Brauer
Pauline Poole
Marie Hartmann
Olga Bruhn
Barb Keeley
Emily Peel
Jerry Rawles
Helen Magnan

Ron & June Painter
Cris & Barb Harding
Doug & Marcia Bouwman
Barry & Judy Crouse
Dave & Mary O’Brien
Frank & Anne O’Brien
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