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FIRST AND SECOND JOHN
Inside Terry’s Office:

I John has been referred to as the “Epistle of love”, yet, the kind of love that John
speaks of may not be what we expect. John doesn’t speak of acting kindly toward each other
or of practicing “tough love”. John speaks of love as “walking in the light”.
“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.” 1:7

The Plumbline

ESTABLISHING A PLUMBLINE IN THE HEART OF GOD’S PEOPLE

The Book of I John—”Walking in the Light”

Walking in the light …, no secrets, no shame, no manipulations, no judgements.

Walking in the light does not mean that we stop sinning against each other. The verse
quoted above insists that we are still in the sanctification process (being “purified from all
sin”). As a matter of fact, walking in the light IS the sanctification process. This is our
common bond. Therefore, love and fellowship are determined by our freedom to share our
sanctification process with each other!
The great privilege we have as counselors is that we get to come along-side, in REALTIME, those who are owning their sanctification process. We share in the process while IT is
happening! We can’t wait to see if IT is going to ‘work’ or not before fellowshipping with the
person. We can’t stand aloft from their process AS IF we aren’t in the midst of our own next
-steps (Well, I guess we could, but that would not be very loving or honest fellowship). We
learn quickly that God meets each individual where they are and invites us to meet with Him
and our client in each unique situation. Although we have certain tools and skills to offer, we
don’t have ‘steps’ that we expect our clients to take in a certain order.
Walking in the light … no right steps, no formula, no program to complete, no
predetermined outcomes.
There are events, moments, revelations, miracles, and deep personal and theological
understandings that may happen. These are NOT our goals, and they are NOT anyone’s
‘ministry’. They are simply symptoms commonly experienced by people walking in the light.
I had a counselee who had severe back problems that were not getting better.
encouraged him to let me lay hands on him and pray for his healing. He was immediately healed and has been pain-free for the
last three months. This kind of thing happens frequently. Does
that mean that Plumbline is a ‘healing ministry’? NO! We are a
ministry (like every other) where miracles happen. It is not a
goal! It is simply ONE way that God meets people where they
are as we walk together.
Walking in the light … is not limited to ‘ministries’,
‘ministers’, or to those who are ‘gifted’ in a unique way.
Of course, John is encouraging us all to walk this journey of
sanctification together. This walk of humility … This walk of
hope … This journey FROM darkness. Fear not! God is with
us!
In His Grip, TWE
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Inside Terry’s Office:
The book of II John – Saving the Best for When We’re Together!
The epistle of II John is shorter than this article. It was not written to a church but to a friend. To make a
short letter even shorter, it is easily summarized as, “I know our common bond is in Jesus and our love for each
other; Don’t let your loving nature persuade you to accommodate apostates who deny the deity AND /OR humanity
of Jesus; Don’t do it!!; I’ll tell you all about it when we get together.”
I love this epistle because it reminds us that the best part of wisdom and love is not shared in letters, but face to face.
As much truth, history, encouragement, and love as the Bible contains, it is not an “ends” but a “means” of promoting
our relationship with God, others, and ourselves (yes, ourselves also). All scripture is meant to be read from the
inside-out (as if we are the ones involved). When we read scripture from the outside-in (as if it is primarily about
doctrinal purity or moral clarity) we are reading it like all the other “dead” books of the world.
I believe our Bible is historically, scientifically, and morally true, but not for the sake of us learning historical,
scientific, or moral truths. I believe our Bible is true in these ways so that we can picture ourselves interacting with others, God, and ourselves within a common history. It is the common ground for our shared identities in Christ when we
come together and when we experience God together. In other words, the truths of scripture lay a solid foundation for us
to be our real selves with each other.
A way to relate to scripture from the inside-out is to view the history presented there not as His-Story, but as Our
story. Scripture does not present itself as a means of telling us who God is, but as God revealing to us who we are.
Although, God diligently presents what we need to know about Him, His-Story doesn’t begin to fit on any number of
pages. John also makes this point about Jesus when he ends his gospel, “Jesus did many other things as well. If every
one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be
written.”
Sooooooo, we are confident in knowing that John summarized Jesus’ words and actions (as true as they are) to
present the truth about how WE related to him. He wasn’t primarily sharing Jesus-stories; He was sharing his own
stories of hearing and experiencing Jesus.
Ok, Terry …, So what’s your point?
My point is that the best Jesus stories are those we have personally related to and the ones that we are currently
experiencing!! It is not enough to gain principles from scripture. Those principles are secondary to the story. We can
learn those principles and still never really relate to the story. We can learn what Jesus taught and not learn about
ourselves. We can learn about the apostles’ lives (or the prophets’, judges’, priests’, or kings’) without IDENTIFYING
with them. But, if we do identify with their deeply revealed humanity, then, the best is yet to come when we share that
identity together with our brothers and sisters in faith face to face!
In His Grip, TWE
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I JOHN
What we are telling you now is the very message we heard from Him: God is pure light, undimmed by darkness of any kind. If we
say we have an intimate connection with the Father but we continue stumbling around in darkness, then we are lying because
we do not live according to truth. If we walk step by step in the light, where the Father is, then we are ultimately connected to
each other through the sacrifice of Jesus His Son. His blood purifies us from all our sins. If we go around bragging, “We have
no sin,” then we are fooling ourselves and are strangers to the truth. But if we own up to our sins, God shows that He is faithful
and just by forgiving us of our sins and purifying us from the pollution of all the bad things we have done. (I John 1:5-9, The
Voice)
Reflective thoughts from 66 Love Letters on the Sixty-Second love letter:
You exist in My light. You don’t always walk in My light. . . .When you confess your sins, I will not only forgive the
relational failures you see, but I will also clean up everything you have yet to see that keeps you feeling at a distance from
Me [1 John 1:5-9.]
You are never without sin. Whether you recognize it or not there is never a moment when you relate as perfectly as My
Son. . . .Humility will free you to live in awe of my endless supply of grace.
I John invites us into intimate relationship with the Father made possible through the Son, Jesus [1 John 2:1,2]! John writes from
a perspective of what appears to be the closest relationship to Jesus of all the disciples. He writes in a fatherly tone speaking to his
dear children. The invitation is to come out of the darkness and be truly known and loved to the core of our being. From this
place of being known and loved we are free to live and love out of truth.
In the introductory pages of The Gift of Being Yourself, The Sacred Call of Self-Discovery by David G. Benner, I am struck by
these statements that reflect the premise of Benner’s writing that I believe compliment the urging of John in his letter:
We should never be tempted to think that growth in Christlikeness reduces our uniqueness.
True knowing of our self demands that we know our self as known by God, and true knowing of God demands that we
know God not just as an abstraction or as objective data but in and through our lived experience.
Terry Ewing also supports this intimate knowing in Stickman Theology when he says,
Accepting the nature of our sin motivations, we will not be surprised by the unique suffering our temptations bring us. We
will become more aware of which circumstances create ‘high temptation situations’ for us, as well as how to avoid them.
We will also be able to face the suffering caused by our temptations without shame. And we will be much more likely
to call on Jesus in the midst of our temptation because we will understand that He knows how we actually feel.
Learning to live authentically has proven to be the road to spiritual growth for me. One of the greatest benefits of walking this
road of authentic discovery has been how the Word of God has come alive. Familiar passages become more than familiar but like
a treasure chest that every time I open it a bright light comes out drawing me into to see more of what is inside. I had that experience with I John 1:5-9. What I see this time that I have not seen before is God is pure light, undimmed by darkness of any kind!
The light of His love can never be dimmed by the darkness of my sin. The darkness is as light to Him! [Psalm 139:12] What this
means to me is that God sees beneath the sin manifestation to the sin motivation and the light of His love and grace is not dimmed,
diminished, lessened by the darkness of my sin. Enjoying the light of his love is experienced by owning (confession, vs. 9) and
acknowledging my sin without shame. Shame keeps me in the dark.
I just looked up the word authentic. It is of undisputed origin; genuine. How wonderful it
is to know that God sees us in our original raw state, as we really are, and shines his light
of grace on us there and woos us to walk in that light. Benner says, “The more I have the
courage to meet God in this place of weakness, the more I will know myself to be truly and
deeply loved. And the more deeply I know this love, the easier it will be to trust it as Christ
did—preferring God’s will to my own.”
One of my great joys in counseling is leading others into this light of understanding. It’s a
process of understanding that we call embracing our joyful identity. It means that in the
middle of life’s difficulties and tension we are able to maintain our joyful identity which
calls us to walk in the light of His grace. Joyful identity is authentic!

Carol Anne
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II John—Living and Loving in Truth
“. . . .I love you all as those who are in the truth. And I’m not the only one, for all who come to know the truth share my love for you
because of the living truth that has a permanent home in us and will be with us forever.
God our father and Jesus Christ, his Son, will release to us overflowing grace, mercy, and peace, filled with true love.”
(2 John 1-3, The Passion Translation)
The theme of love continues in this second letter from John with an emphasis on loving in and through truth! Love moves beyond the
emotional or theoretical experience of love to a measurable action. The kind of love John promotes is the love that is based in the
knowledge, truth, that Jesus is the Christ who came in the flesh (I John 4:2) but also comes (2 John 7). “The truth of the
incarnation, deity in humanity, is both an historical event (past tense) and a timeless reality (present tense). (66 Love Letters,
Love Letter Sixty-Three: 2 John)
I keep going back to I John 1:6, “If we say we have an intimate connection with the Father but we continue stumbling around in
darkness, then we are lying because we do not live according to truth.” (The Voice Translation) Here we are challenged with
self-deception where we have believed a lie that God only loves us according to our doing. I see the darkness that we are stumbling
around in as the hidden parts of us that we have trouble accepting and do not believe God can accept. We miss the truth, God’s plan
for us is centered in His SON whose life is continually poured out for us through His SPIRIT.
In 2 John having confronted our own roadblocks to experiencing God’s love in our own life, we are confronted with the how of
living and loving in truth when challenges come and shake our contentment. John warns that there will be false teachers who teach
there is a way around trouble—a trouble free Christianity that is up to us, that we can achieve on our own. They deny the incarnation
of Christ and do not acknowledge that he came and remains in us.
I love this quote from Henri Nouwen, “life is a short time . . . in which sadness and joy kiss each other at every moment . . . Behind
every smile, there is a tear. In every embrace, there is loneliness. In every friendship, distance.” Life is a paradox and God made a
way through his Son to sustain us in the paradoxes of life.
You might ask, as Larry Crabb asks in this love letter, “Then what am I to do when I feel terrible, when emptiness fills me, when
loneliness suffocates my hope, when severe fatigue immobilizes both my body and mind? The answer:
“Gaze on My incarnate Son. Watch Him live. Watch Him die. Watch Him live again. You endure nothing that He didn’t
endure. He remained faithful to My truth that is alive in you.” (66 Love Letters, p. 349)
I have a framed cross stitch that sits on the hutch of my desk. I’m looking at it right now. It’s a line from a Garth Brooks’ song
that some of you will recognize,
I could have missed the pain . . . but I’d of had to miss the dance.
“To dance means to love. To love in this world means to feel pain and lament failure, to enjoy blessings and celebrate the felt or
unfelt presence of God, but never let the way you feel determine the way you relate.” (Love Letters, p. 350-351)
I spend a lot of time with counselees working through the Emotional Investment tool, a.k.a, the 51% tool. This tool is based on the
belief that,
“Our emotional investment in others will reflect our view of God’s emotional
investment in us.” (Stickman Theology, p. 124)
From this position, I measure everything according to the truth of God’s investment in me
rather than just what I feel about what’s happening in my external world. If I relate out of
the feeling then the focus will be on defending myself and the temptation will be to give
away too much stock to someone or something other than God.
Hopefully, as you revisit the emotional investment tool or even consider it for the first time
(Chapter 7 of Stickman Theology) you will be able to apply these truths to your
foundational 51% and there allow the peace of God to sustain you!

Carol Anne
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Feelings
The following has been contributed by Janice Lynn, one of our Plumbline Counselees.
Sometimes feelings come along with you on a journey. And sometimes they try to lead the
journey. As my Dad says, “feelings have a right to be there.” I have come to learn that “being there “
needs a balance. “Truth” is in a balance or sometimes from an absolute framework. “Truth” is in the
framework; a point of reference so to speak. For example, God is love and in Him there is no darkness.
I need to put those glasses on and see what I see. Feelings can also be used to tempt you, get you off
track. Feelings can also motivate us to let Jesus hold us no matter what the situation is.
It gets complicated when feelings fuel the accusations that come in the form of questions, like the
questions make the accusations true or innocent. What a trap. Wisdom and discernment need to come
along with us on the journey. Feelings are always in the ride of life. Sometimes they seem big and find
their place in the front seat. Sometimes they seem smaller and ride in the back seat. The feelings that
occupy these spaces are neither good or bad as long as wisdom and discernment are allowed to come
along too.

Janice Lynn

ANNOUNCING!
Save the Date!
Our New Plumbline Satellite Location is Opening Soon!
Plumbline Ministries is excited to announce, that we are opening a satellite
office in Midtown Tulsa on March 1, 2019!
Our new office will be located at:
3904 East 31st Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74135
We are inviting you to Save The Date for our Open House on Sunday, May
19th from 2pm to 4pm, to come and tour our new facility and join us in
celebrating all that God is doing at Plumbline Ministries!
Stay tuned on Facebook @Stickman and in next month’s newsletter for our
Open House Gift Registry! This registry will provide you with an easy
electronic way to donate items or funds that we are needing to help us outfit
the new facility and fill in a few holes in our existing facility. If electronic is
not your thing, we always have our Giving Tree option at our office as well.
We appreciate your continued support and are looking forward to trusting
God as we move into new areas of Tulsa to reach even more people!
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Stickman’s Prayers
Plumbline’s newest book, Stickman’s Prayers has been
published and is now available at Plumbline!
Would you be surprised to know that the “Prayer of Jabez” was a joke?
Would you be happy to know what kind of prayers are appropriate for you to pray
for yourself and what kinds are meant for you to pray for others and others for
you?
Would you like confidence and freedom to simply enjoy your personal and
ministry prayers?
Praying is the most natural thing in the world for Christians; an on going conversation with our best friend, counselor, and confidant; gratitude to our Savior and
provider; intercession on behalf of our friends; requests to our Creator. In this
regard, a book on prayer may seem presumptuous. When you write a book on
Prayer aren’t you suggesting that some are praying wrongly, or, at least could be
praying better?
That really is not the kind of message we look to promote. So...why the book?
The Stickman’s Prayers serves two purposes. First, to challenge some ideas that
other teaching and preaching concerning prayer has promoted. And, to offer
simple encouragements to personal prayer and prayer ministries.

Available at Plumbline for a suggested donation of $10.00 each

..

Did you know you can download

Stickman Theology
On your KINDLE?

Did you know that when you shop on Amazon, you could be helping to financially support
Plumbline? Through the Amazon smiles program, Amazon will donate a portion of the
sales to Plumbline. All you need to do is go to smiles.amazon.com, designate Plumbline
Ministries, and start shopping! Amazon will then donate 0.5% of the total sales price to Plumbline.
Please remember to bookmark that page and you can help us as you shop!

