I put space for you to fill in the blanks in the bulletin this morning, 


to save time with the obvious.  

Normally, 


there can be a slight difference of opinion 



on exactly what a parable or allusion means.  

But this one seems pretty straight forward 


and at least the rebellious farmers are named.    


The landowner is God the Father, 


the Vineyard is Israel, 


and the Servants are the Prophets.  

That is all pretty straight forward, 


though some may have the Vineyard as earth 


and there are difference in opinions on who 



the first and second set of servants are, 




whether the major and minor prophets, 




or the Pentateuch Prophets and the post David Prophets as a whole. 

With everything spelled out, 


what more is there to know about this parable?  

It is worth our time 


to look in depth at what Jesus is saying about the various characters in the parable.  

Those little details tell us much about the God we love, 


his people, 


the people's leadership, 


and his redemption plan.  

So I invite you to look more closely at the various details outlined in this parable.  

We will start with the landowner, 


just like we do in our order of service, 



where we remember who God is in the call to worship 



and prayer of the day.  

The Landowner 

or Father creates the space to begin with.  


We have six rapid verbs occurring, 



one after another.  


Planted the vineyard, 


put a wall, 


dug a winepress, 


built a watchtower, 


rented the vineyard, 


and went away.  

Notice that the farmers don't do any of the costly creation.  


The landowner creates the situation for them to be stewards of.  



Just as in Genesis 1, 




God gave us creation to rule over, 




to make it fruitful and multiply.  



We did not make creation, 




we are just to care for creation.  

When we look at the issues facing our world, 


we have to wonder what went wrong?  



What did God not give us to do the work?

But we are asking the wrong question, 


because any vineyard worker will tell you, 



everything for the vineyard to succeed was there.  




Vines are planted, 




a hedge is there to keep wild animals and looters out, 




a watchtower is there for them to watch for animals and looters, 





as well as also serving as a place to live, 




the winepress is there to produce the wines, 



and the people have the freedom to do the work they were hired to do.  




There is no micro-managing owner second guessing their every step.  





Their is a landowner who richly provided 





and trusted us to do as he intended.

And the farmers were able to produce something, 


otherwise there would be no fruit to collect 


or desire to keep for themselves nothing.  

They were producing something 


that they considered to be quite valuable.  

Something that they were even willing to kill for.  


As the tenant farmers were beating, 


killing, 


and stoning the servants, 



they were moving farther and farther away from the landowner.  

The landowner however was only asking for “his fruit.”  


Not all the fruit, 


but the portion due to him.  

But we hear that the Chief Priest and Pharisee's were unwilling to give God his due, 


to give God the glory.  

They had taken the work they were called to do, 


made it their own, 


and forgot that what they had was a gift from God.  

This should be our realization in the course of worship 


after proclaiming who God is.  

We should realize that we have not acted in accordance to the love and gifts of God.  


This should cause us to repent.

Now the earth does fit this category of vineyard,


as this also sounds like humanities current situation with God.

But any Jew hearing Jesus tell this story 


would automatically assume that the vineyard was the promised land.  

Our call to worship from Isaiah 


is just one of a multitude of texts 



that refer to the promised land and its people, 



the nation of Israel 




as God's vineyard.  

The reading of scripture 


helps shape and inform our repentance in a proper direction.

Jesus tells this story, 


knowing what lays ahead 


and what has already happened.  

The prophets, 


God servants, 



had been seized, beaten, killed, and stoned.  


The more God sent, 



the more rebellious the leaders became.  


Even within the last year, 



they had let John the Baptist die.  

But the Son of the creator 

and sustainer of Israel, 


would that change their hardened hearts?  

Or was the fruit that came from God's vineyard


 to valuable to allow things to change?

Jesus does two things in telling the farmers reaction to his arrival.  


He clearly predicts his own death again, 



acknowledging that it will be plotted by the Chief Priests and Pharisee's.  


He also acknowledges that small step in dying outside of Jerusalem, 



as he is kicked out of the vineyard and killed.   

Our response to scripture is telling of where our hearts are.

What was the son's inheritance that they wanted?  


It was the hearts and minds of the people of Israel.  

So Jesus asks them, 


what will happen when the Father comes and asks for the fruit, 


for the hearts of minds of the people from the farmers, 



from the Chief Priests and Pharisees?  

And they answer in a fashion similar to David 


when Nathan asks him about the sheep parable.



They answer condemning themselves.  



They tell of the lawful and just thing to do.  


It is the same thing our tenant laws allow us to do today.  



After repeated warnings, 




we are allowed to remove people from our property.  




We are allowed to put people in who will pay their rent.  

And knowing what happened, 


God did just as they suggested.  

When they killed the Son, 


judgment came upon the temple system 


and it was destroyed.  

Jesus tells the Chief Priests and the Pharisees 


that the nation of Israel will be given to a nation that will produce its fruit.  

Our NIV text says “people,” 

but others have “nation.”  


This singular group of people 



would leave us to ask, 




who is it given to, 



if we did not have the rest of the New Testament.  

The new people 


are the new people of God.  



Those that have the Holy Spirit.  



Those that are producing the fruit of the Spirit.  



Those that are led to acknowledge that the stone that was rejected 




is actually the piece in which the whole building depends upon 





if it is going to remain standing.  

The people of the new Israel 


are no longer geographically defined, 


but production defined.  

Are they bearing fruit that is for God's glory.

Remember, 


the chief priests and Pharisee's were bearing fruit, 


you and I are bearing fruit, 


our record high stock market numbers would proclaim 



our nation is bearing fruit.  

But what is the reason we are bearing fruit?  


What good does it do?  


Who gets the glory for the fruit we are making?  

If it is not God, 


then we have two choices.  

We can repent like David did 


when the prophet Nathan made him see how he had acted 



with murder and adultery over Bathsheba, 




a very wise option.  

Or we can do as the Pharisees and Priests did, 


and plot to have Jesus killed.  

Even these leaders knew their would be fallout from this second way.  


But you can see how far off their thinking is by this time in their history.  

They are not afraid of the landowner, 


they are afraid of the grapes of wrath, 


of the people rejecting them.  



So they plotted away.  

Let us be wiser than they, 


let us see what is giving God glory 


and what is not.  

For all that is not, 


may we repent, 


be reshaped by God's word, 



and respond to it with new life.

