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Join Michigan NORML...

Q: What is the difference between a Michigan NORML Chapter and a Michigan
NORML County Contact?

The single most important thing you can do to end marijuana prohibition is to join
MINORML and help us to restore your freedoms. It’s time to put to rest the myth that
marijuana smoking is a fringe or deviant activity. In reality, marijuana use is extremely
common and marijuana is the recreational drug of choice for millions of hard-working
Americans. Join with us to build a mainstream political constituency that our elected officials
can no longer ignore. Lets send a strong message that it is time to stop arresting marijuana
smokers.
Michigan NORML members receive:
»» One year membership and Freedom Card ($15.00)
»» One year subscription to the LEAFLET News
»» MINORML T-shirt (with $25.00 option) (we now have XXX-Large)
»» Invitation to join our private on-line e-group/talk-list
»» One year membership in National NORML (new members only)

Special two-for-one
memberships
Only requirement
is you both live at
same address. Same
membership number,
only one Leaflet per
couple, both can join
talk-list.

YES! Sign me up as a MINORML member. I want to stop the war against marijuana smokers.
You can also join on-line through PayPal at: www.minorml.org/SupportJoin.html
New Member _____

Renewal _____

Two-for-One ______

A: Active County Chapters have monthly meetings and activities. A County Contact is
there to provide information for their county regarding marijuana, medical marijuana,
compassion clubs, doctors, court cases, etc.

Michigan NORML Chapters

Don’t see your area listed?
Start a new chapter in your area!
Contact: secretary@minorml.org

Benzie County: Rev. Steve Thompson, 231.882.4496, benziecountynorml@yahoo.com
Berrien County: John Mumaugh, 269.548.8422, berriencountynorml@hotmail.com
Cheboygan County: Brad Forrester, 231.818.3229, cheboygannorml@gmail.com
Grand Rapids: Jacob Regan, 616.238.7550, Jacob.Regan@gmail.com
Jackson County: Steven Sharpe, 517.795.8077, sssharpe2009@gmail.com
Kalkaska County: Archie Kiel, 231.676.0123, archiebehappy@gmail.com
Macomb County: Annette “NayNay”, 586.354.8207, amcarter72@yahoo.com
Oakland County: Neil Yashinski, 248.933.4133, oaklandcountynorml@yahoo.com
Ogemaw County: Terry Marentette, 989.390.3106, terry9756@gmail.com
Roscommon County: Peter O’Toole, 989.359.1792, unclepete@cannabiscamp.org

Michigan NORML County Contacts

One Year $15.00 _____
With T-shirt $25.00 _____
				(add $5.00 for XX-Large and XXX-Large t-shirt)

Antrim County: Dan Downing, 231.536.0102, fishersman57@hotmail.com

T-shirt size:

Clare County: Darrel Runyon, Jr., 989.429.8543, dazedandhazed1@yahoo.com

S

M

L

X-Large

Name: ______________________________

XX-Large

XXX-Large

2nd name if
two-for-one _____________________

Arenac County: Terry Marentette, 989.390.3106, terry9756@gmail.com
Kalamazoo County: Daniel J. Corse, 269.375.4399, dcrazyhorse@sbcglobal.net

Street: _____________________________________________________________

Kent County: John P. “Jaipers” Larson, 616.427.3482, modg2012@yahoo.com

City: ______________________________ State: ________ Zip: ______________

Monroe County: Vickie D. Gandara-Zeiger, 734.755.5088, vdgz01@yahoo.com

County: _________________________ Phone: ____________________________
E-mail: ______________________________
Would you like to be added to our email talk-list:

2nd email if
two-for-one _____________________

Yes

No

Osceola County: Diane Luckey, 231.743.2247, charm1964@yahoo.com
Oscoda County: Sandy Graczyk, 989.848.7417, heysandyb@yahoo.com
Wayne County: Cannabis Counsel, 313.446.ABEL, director@minorml.org

Please mail to: MINORML, P.O. Box 640, Eastpointe, MI 48021
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MICHIGAN NORML SPRING MEETING

Executive Director Report

WHEN: Friday, April 5, 2013 at 6:00 pm. April 5-7 is reserved for MINORML at the Clarion.
Guest speakers will include Keith Stroup (NORML Founder) and Ed Rosenthal (horticulturist,
author, publisher, marijuana advocate). See them at Monroe Street Fair and at the Clarion for
Michigan NORML’s Annual Spring Meeting from April 5-7.
WHERE: Clarion Hotel,2900 Jackson Ave, Ann Arbor, MI 48103
No alcohol or smoking allowed during Meeting!
(All Meetings Open To The Public)

Executive Director Matthew Abel, with Senator Carl Levin and Bernard Jocuns at the Michigan Democratic Party State Convention on February 23, 2013 in Detroit.

These are exciting times for NORML.
We are working with our friends in the medical cannabis movement to support
improving access for patients to medicine.
The recently introduced Provisioning Center Bill, HB4271, would be a huge
improvement over the extremely limited distribution system allowed by the
Michigan Supreme Court in the McQueen case decided Feb. 10, 2013. In McQueen, the
Michigan Supreme Court ruled that patients may not transfer to other patients, nor
may caregivers transfer to patients for whom they are not the registered caregiver.
While the Court held that the law is asymmetrical, in that it protects patients obtaining
medicine from whatever source, the transferor is not protected from criminal prosecution for selling to a patient with whom they are not connected. The Supreme Court also
overturned a Michigan Court of Appeals decision rendered only days earlier which would
have allowed uncompensated patient-to-patient transfers. (CONTINUED)
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT (continued)
Meanwhile, there is a decriminalization bill being drafted for introduction into the
Michigan Legislature sometime this session. That work is being done by Rep. Jeff Irwin,
and we urge our members to strongly support this legislation when it is introduced.
All MINORML members need to identify and prepare to contact their State
Representatives and State Senators in support of these two pieces of legislation.
In addition, we need to more strongly urge the Michigan Congressional Delegation
to support legislation at the federal level to change scheduling, allow for medical
marijuana in the state, allow manufacture of industrial hemp, and provide for research
into the beneficial aspects of cannabis and cannabinoids.
MINORML is working to continue the progress made with local initiatives in several more
cities this year.
Find an active MINORML chapter in or near your county, or start one!
Finally, please join us for Hash Bash weekend in Ann Arbor on April 5-7, 2013.

4
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What Hash Bash Means To Me

The Renee Emery Wolfe Lifetime Achievement Award

Growing up in Metro Detroit was special. That’s because every April just down
I-94 we could get together at the University of Michigan (the Diag to be exact) and
celebrate our love of cannabis at the Hash Bash. For a full hour all the anti-pot sentiments
stopped, and we listened to speakers talk about everything from changes in marijuana law
to growing De Herb. As a life-long resident of Michigan, Ann Arbor’s Hash Bash has always
meant something special to me. If not for The Hash Bash I don’t think we’d have Medical
Marijuana in Michigan, and I believe it has made everyone more aware and conscious of
Cannabis related issues across the board. That it is still around and more popular than ever
is not only a testament to the power of CANNABIS, but to the strength of our Cannabis community. From John Sinclair to Chef Ra, Buddha Fulla Rhymes to The Toyes, Gary Johnson to
Tommy Chong, The Hash Bash has delivered not only a succinct message but offers hope to
those of us who know Cannabis is a miracle plant and a life giving medicine. Chris Collins

Michigan NORML has a fun-filled weekend planned for our annual Spring Meeting. With
many activities going there will be people driving and the one thing we don’t want to see is
someone’s weekend ruined due to an interaction with law enforcement. Please remember that
the U.S. Constitution prohibits the government from interfering with your right to remain silent,
to consult with an attorney, and to be free from unreasonable searches and seizures by law
enforcement. However, it is up to you to assert these rights under any circumstance.
If you are confronted by a police officer, remain calm. Be courteous and provide your
identification. Politely refuse to answer any further questions. Ask to talk to an attorney. Do
not consent to any search of your person, your property, your residence or your vehicle. If the
officer is intent upon you talking please tell him/her politely that “Any statement I make, or
alleged consent I give, in response to your persistent questions are hereby being made under
protest and under duress and in submission to your claim of a lawful authority to force me to
provide you with information. As I have already stated, I wish to talk to my attorney.”
Then don’t say anything further. Do not engage in small talk, that is where you will get tripped.
If the officer fails to honor your rights, remain calm and polite, ask for the officer’s identifying
information and ask him or her to note your objection in the report. Do not attempt to
physically resist an unlawful arrest, search or seizure. If necessary, you may point out the
violations to a judge at a later time. Alas, to quote one of our expert cannabis community
lawyers, “the best thing you can do when confronted by law enforcement is shut the %&$# up”.

Christeen Landino, Asst. Exec. Director/Treasurer
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To introduce the Renee Emery Wolfe Lifetime Achievement Award, I have been given the
honor and privilege of telling you about two of the most dedicated, hardest-working and
longest-serving drug law reformers I’ve ever had the pleasure of knowing: Renee Emery
Wolfe and George Sherfield.
Renee Emery Wolfe packed an amazing amount of living and activism onto an all-tooshort life. As a teen, she excelled as a long-distance runner. Despite being diagnosed with
Multiple Sclerosis, at the age of 17, she never let that slow her down. She was one of those
rare people who had a gift for always seeing the positive side of everything, even her MS
diagnosis. She often told me that she considered her MS to be a gift, because it qualified her
for a state-sponsored scholarship that she used to earn a Bachelors Degree in Criminology
and Juvenile Justice. After graduation, she married, had two sons, became a widow, married
again and had two more sons.
When advocating for drug law reform, which she did at absolutely every opportunity, she
was sweet and pleasant like a flower garden but had the tenacity of a pit-bull. She would tell
anyone who would listen that she treats her MS exclusively with cannabis. It was always her
habit to greet every woman she met by saying: “Hello Beautiful!”. She would then add: “I
believe that every woman is intrinsically beautiful”. (CONTINUED)
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The Renee Emery Wolfe Lifetime Achievement Award (continued)
In addition to advocating for cannabis law reform every single day, she also had the courage
and energy to be a very active activist. One of her boldest and most famous exploits was
to get an appointment with a key member of the US House of Representatives on a day
when important cannabis legislation was being discussed. While waiting in his outer office,
she had severe MS symptoms that she proceeded to treat by pulling a large joint out of her
purse and smoking it. The police were called, and Renee was taken away - handcuffed to
her wheel-chair. When she went to court, she used the opportunity to educate the judge
about the medical uses of cannabis. At the end of the proceeding, the judge convicted her,
sentenced her, suspended her sentence then thanked her for the education. For having the
courage to do this, she was named High Times Freedom-Fighter of the Month. Renee also
contributed to the cause in many other ways. She was so passionate about cannabis law
reform that she was frequently asked to speak at Rainbow Farms and other places where
activists gather. In addition, Renee was an active and effective signature-gatherer for the
state-wide PRA2000 ballot initiative, PRA2001 and numerous local initiatives. Renee was a
one-of-a-kind activist and all of us who got to know her miss her very much.
Now it’s time for me to tell you about another truly amazing activist, our first Renee Emery
Wolfe Lifetime Achievement Award winner, my good friend: George Sherfield.
I first met George when we were both working on PRA2000, a state-wide ballot initiative
(waaaaaay ahead of it’s time) that would have decriminalized cannabis in Michigan. I was
immediately impressed by his friendly engaging manner, his energy, and his seemingly
limitless ability to work for the cause of drug law reform. I can’t think of anyone who
worked harder on PRA2000 than George – he did so many different things, all at the same
time, that he frequently reminded me of a one-man-band. He manufactured many large
signs, recruited and trained petition circulators, transported them to signature-gathering
opportunities, provided food and drink and provided leis for them to exchange for
donations, to help offset costs.
In addition to working very hard on two state-wide campaigns, George also organized and
ran Wayne county NORML (before Michigan NORML existed). I attended many of those
meetings – in the beginning, we thought we had done well if there were six or eight people
present, including George and me. Over time, under George’s tireless and expert leadership,
that number grew to several dozen regular attendees (CONTINUED)

6

From L to R: Christeen & John Landino, John & Kim Koper Davis, Gabe Coleman

What Hash Bash Means To Me
Hash Bash weekend is a very special time of year for me. It means a lot of work
organizing, a lot of fun with great people, and thousands of responsible cannabis
consumers who all come out to celebrate Rio’s (my parrot) hatching! At least that’s how Rio
sees it, and really, can you think of a better birthday party? It is a great day to shake off the
winter blues and get ready for a summer full of activism. Nothing better than a little civil
disobedience to get people fired up and ready to fight for their rights. And this year’s event
is really special. Rio turns 10, and MINORML has brought in nationally renowned cannabis
reformers like Keith Stroup and Ed Rosenthal to spend the weekend speaking, teaching,
and getting to know us. Time to put our best on display if we truly are going to mount a
successful legalization drive in the future. We can’t do it alone and having a few of these “big
guns” in our corner certainly will help.
For those who have never been to Hash Bash or rather the Monroe Street fair it may
be a little jarring your first time. Seeing thousands of people smoking pot in public
while surrounded by police who don’t really care to arrest anyone for it may affect your
equilibrium temporarily (ok, so it could be the pot too). Not often do we get to look into the
future, but there it is right in front if you. So close but sadly only one day, once a year. That
is really what the Hash Bash weekend means to me. A brief glimpse of things yet to come,
of victories yet to be won, of the way things should be everyday everywhere. Hash Bash
reminds me of those who have fought, died, and sacrificed for us all to get to this point, and
inspires me to work harder to bring us all across that ever closer finish line. John Davis
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JACKSON COUNTY NORML
The Jackson County chapter of Michigan NORML has been really hard at work the last month.
We have organized one of the biggest chapters in the state. We have been working on training
members for an upcoming petition drive. We are attending every single Medical Marijuana
protest in the last few weeks. Our meetings are very informative with great speakers like
Matthew Abel. We are hard at work creating seminars to teach the public about Cannabis and
our laws. We have a very large Facebook community that is very supportive to everyone.
We meet on the 3rd Thursday of every month. The location is the Little Caesar’s in the Airport
Lanes Bowling Complex in Jackson at 7:00 pm.
Please come out to one of our meetings!

Nicholle A. Boone, Secretary

The Renee Emery Wolfe Lifetime Achievement Award (continued)
After PRA2001 ended, it was George who started, organized and ran Michigan
NORML, doing most of the work himself – work that is now done by a team of board
members, each of whom work very hard. He organized and conducted meetings, recruited
members, maintained a membership spreadsheet, designed our first logo, designed and
printed membership cards, wrote, published and mailed the leaflet, ran the talk list, served
as treasurer and sold merchandise to raise funds.
It was George who decided that we needed a board, and organized the meeting where
the first seven Michigan NORML board members were elected by the 25 - 30 people who
had been most active in PRA2000 and PRA2001. Then he continued to serve, as our first
Executive Director (and did many other things) for a number of years. (Full disclosure: I was
one of those elected to the first board, and will be coming to the end of my third three-year
term.)
It is in recognition of George’s tireless efforts, over more than a decade, that he is our first
Renee Emery Wolfe Lifetime Achievement Award winner.
Congratulations George – we all thank you - you’ve earned this and more – a hundred times
Lou Vierling
over.

Jackson County NORML Treasurer Linda Sharpe with
native cannabis connoisseur Patrick in Negril, Jamaica.
14
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Membership Director Report
Hash Bash weekend is almost here!
Time to start gathering up donations for the silent auction. Time to start saving up for
the auction as well because this year’s submissions have something for everyone, from
handmade woodwork to tattoos (if you can out bid me!). All vendors are required to submit
auction items as part of their fee so it will be our largest and most diverse auction ever. So
don’t miss out on your chance to win some really great items for even better prices all going
to benefit cannabis reform and Michigan NORML. Contact secretary@minorml.org if you
have something to donate or questions about the auction.
The Chapter Challenge membership drive has really weeded out who is dedicated to
fulfilling the requirements of being a MINORML Chapter and who is just tagging along. Two
main purposes for every Chapter were put to the test 1) get out in your community and talk
to people about cannabis reform and 2) recruit members old and new to MINORML. For
anyone who has ever asked “What can I (or can my Chapter) do to help” that is your answer. Only by increasing our membership can we increase our political capital (measured by
how many voters you represent) giving strength to everyone and every group who lobbies
for cannabis reform. Only by meeting and speaking with our neighbors can we educate
them and increase the support we have in the voting booths. If you belong to or live in an
area with a local Chapter and didn’t get asked to renew your membership it is time to ask
your Chapter’s board Why Not! If you don’t have a local Chapter then you should consider
starting one!
Speaking of memberships, for those who will be attending the Spring (Hash Bash) meeting there will be a Membership Appreciation Dance featuring The Outlets on Friday,
April 5th @ 8pm. Members get in free, everyone else pays $20. You will need to show a
valid membership card to get your free wristband. If you can not find your card stop by the
membership table and renew your dues. Membership dues stack, meaning you can add a
year on to your membership at anytime. You can email me at membership@minorml.org if
you have
questions about membership or membership cards.
Also regarding membership, the MINORML talklist is for current members of MINORML
only. If you have suddenly not been receiving email from or are unable to post to the
talklist it is time to renew your membership. Please do not forward or post talklist emails to
other forums unless you have permission from its originator. You expect your privacy to be
respected so please respect other people’s privacy as well.
2013 promises to be a very busy and exciting year. 2 States have broken the stranglehold
of prohibition, we can do it in Michigan too if we all work together and remain dedicated to
John Davis
legalization! Let’s everyone stay safe, stay healthy, and stay high.
8

Medical Cannabis Is A Flawed Policy

~Author Unknown~

Medical cannabis as a therapeutic application has been demonstrably effective.
Medical cannabis as public policy has been demonstrably problematic. It is doomed to
be tethered to controversy and crime as long as cannabis, itself, is. The solution is to
regulate cannabis for all adults, and allow them to use it responsibly — for therapeutic,
social, or spiritual reasons of their personal choosing.
Three important clarifications:
• The solution is not to repeal medical cannabis; that would simply turn control of the
industry completely into criminals’ hands.
• Cannabis is safe, effective medicine for a wide array of conditions.
• Medical cannabis has been good practice. It has successfully demonstrated that legal
cannabis farms and stores can operate responsibly in a community with no ill effects.
It’s the medical aspect of the policy that is doomed. Show me a medical cannabis law
that is working perfectly — or even, to the general satisfaction of the public. Each state’s
law seems to be either ridiculed for the ease with which “patients” get their “green
cards”, or criticized by impassioned advocates for denying compassionate access to the
sick and dying. Medical cannabis laws help people, yes, but the policy is unavoidably
haunted by the spectre of the black market. “Diversion”, as law enforcement officials
call it, of “medical cannabis” to people not authorized to possess it (non-patients) is a
constant concern.
Medical cannabis creates a false divide between people who are too healthy (and
honest) for medical cannabis, and people sick (or unscrupulous) enough to have legal
access. Because there is no objective definition of “medical use”, medical cannabis laws
are unavoidably controversial. Some say that “if a doctor recommends it, it’s medical”,
yet it’s clear to all observers that there have been some doctors that have rushed in to
sign recommendations for nearly anyone, making a mockery of both law and medicine.
The flood of new “patients”, many of whom are judged in the court of public opinion as
“abusing” the law are making a rational choice. Cannabis has a place in their lives, and
they’d like not to be arrested for that choice. In that sense, they’re not abusing the law,
they’re eager to comply with the law. They’d like to “be legal”.
The solution to all these difficulties is to eliminate the “medical”.
Allow all adults to buy cannabis from licensed, regulated store fronts, supplied by
licensed, regulated producers.
Eliminating medical cannabis laws in favor of integrating cannabis into a legal
marketplace for all adults doesn’t eliminate medical use. In fact, it creates a safer
product and more functional marketplace, for medical users and others, because the
design of the industry can be driven by standards and overseen by knowledgeable
regulators rather than driven by the needs of law enforcement and overseen by people
with guns.
There is simply nothing wrong with responsible adult use of cannabis, and it should be
of no concern to the government whether one uses cannabis medically, spiritually, or
Submitted By: Rev. Steven B. Thompson
socially.
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REEFER MADNESS-21ST CENTURY EDITION
Welcome to the 21st Century. Here we have everything our hearts desire: HD TVs, Blu Rays,
PS3s, 4G networks, and even virtual communication. But for some strange reason, amidst
all these luxuries we still haven’t managed to decriminalize Cannabis, a harmless plant that
has killed NO ONE. A plant that is now being studied as a legitimate cure for Cancer. A plant
that is capable of producing every industrial need our society requires, from durable cloth
to clean burning fuel. Oh, we have booze, cigarettes, and a bevy of pills, all of which will kill
us (and in great numbers), but Cannabis, aka Marijuana, is frowned upon by mainstream
America. It is still looked at as a ‘gateway drug’, and this misconception has become reality
in the minds of many. Even now, as we see Cannabis being legalized all across this country,
the Media snicker at these stories. They treat them like comedy, even though Cannabis is
saving lives. I’ve seen the incredible healing power of Cannabis again and again though RSO
and other extracts. Again, THIS IS A MIRACLE PLANT; a wonderful gift from God (or whatever
deity you choose to believe in). It is not a THREAT. It is not a DRUG. So why are people still
being arrested for it? Why is saving lives through cannabis considered a violation of Federal
Law? Could it be that our government wants us to die? The U.S. Government cannot ignore
our miracle plant any longer. We will keep talking about it and we will keep healing with it. It
is time to DECRIMINALIZE. And I don’t care if they do it with a Tommy Chong voice. Just do
it. Chris Collins
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We went to Washington, DC, for the National Medical Cannabis Unity Conference
presented by Americans for Safe Access on Feb. 22-24, and were inspired by the
opportunity to engage with doctors and nurses from across the country working to serve
patients in need. It was gratifying to hear stories of activism and bravery from the wide
variety of municipalities and characters fighting against patients’ rights to the natural
benefits of cannabis.
Dr. Crocker attended the Jan. 25 hearing in Lansing as a member of LARA’s review board.
Public comment was plentiful on the prospect of approving Parkinson’s and PTSD as
new qualifying conditions in Michigan. A final vote is expected by May 1, which will
send the board’s recommendations to LARA’s administrators, who make a final decision.
Preliminary voting in the fall had Parkinson’s approved, and PTSD declined, however
public comment after that vote and on Jan. 25 may positively impact the PTSD vote, Dr.
Dave reports.
Fundraising efforts are gearing up -- Annette chairs that committee, and says to “look
for the silent auction at the Clarion Hotel during Hash Bash in Ann Arbor over the April 3
weekend,” and for more activities this summer.

-- Dave & Annette Crocker, Michigan Holistic Health
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Breaking the School to Prison Pipeline

In the past 40 years, the War on Drugs has accounted for 45 million arrests, made
America the world’s largest jailer, and destroyed impoverished communities at home
and abroad. Yet drugs are cheaper, purer, and more available today than ever. Where
did we go wrong, and what can be done?
Comprehensive in scope, heart wrenching in its humanity, and brilliant in its thesis,
Eugene Jarecki’s new film grabs viewers and shakes them to their core.

Breaking the School to Prison Pipeline (continued)
The students gave firsthand accounts of police harassment in the form of pretext
stops (being stopped for no apparent reason) while riding in an automobile with
friends. Joe shared with the students the conquensense of being labeled felon and
how its impact is strikingly similar to Jim Crow laws of the past. Leading into winter
break, over 1,500 students viewed the film at 4 Detroit High Schools including M.L.
King where 900 students turned out.
The takeaway is simple. To view the film each, student had a permission slip signed
by their parent or guardian. Detroiters want to talk about the drug war and more
importantly they want the children informed with adequate knowledge in order to
make informed decisions concerning the consequence of getting caught up in the
criminal justice system! Joe White, NORML Community Outreach Director

The House I Live In is not only the definitive film on the failure of America’s drug war,
but it is also a masterpiece filled with hope and the potential to effect change.
Kudos to the Detroit Public Schools for taking a bold step forward by hosting 8
screenings during Black History Month to open discussion on how America’s 40 year
War On Drugs has decimated communities of color. The opportunity for Detroit high
schools to screen the 2012 Sundance Award winning definitive film on the consequences
of America’s failed drug war and the injustices of the current criminal justice system was
overwhelming.
Our students walked away with a better understanding of how the system works, what
keeps them in harm’s way and why they must, at all cost, avoid the pitfalls that can
destroy their entire future, dreams and aspirations. Post –screening discussion and
study guides were made available for curriculum integration. There was real time on
line conversations with the producers and other celebrities. Following the 50 minute film
screening, students gave remarkable input how the drug war impacts their community.
Joe White, MINORML Board member, crusader, and activist spreads the message
to his community concerning the drug war’s 40 year failed policy and how it targets
communities of color, in particular Detroit, by arresting thousands for simple possession
charges to help feed the prion industrial complex.
As we know, cannabis is the red herring in the drug war and getting caught with it can
change your life forever and several Supreme Court rulings on drug cases haven stripped
them of some constitutional rights. (CONTINUED)
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From L to R: Terry Maranette, John & Kim Koper Davis, Annette Nay Nay, Christeen Landino, Missy
Griggs, Brad Forrester
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communities of color, in particular Detroit, by arresting thousands for simple possession
charges to help feed the prion industrial complex.
As we know, cannabis is the red herring in the drug war and getting caught with it can
change your life forever and several Supreme Court rulings on drug cases haven stripped
them of some constitutional rights. (CONTINUED)
10

From L to R: Terry Maranette, John & Kim Koper Davis, Annette Nay Nay, Christeen Landino, Missy
Griggs, Brad Forrester
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REEFER MADNESS-21ST CENTURY EDITION
Welcome to the 21st Century. Here we have everything our hearts desire: HD TVs, Blu Rays,
PS3s, 4G networks, and even virtual communication. But for some strange reason, amidst
all these luxuries we still haven’t managed to decriminalize Cannabis, a harmless plant that
has killed NO ONE. A plant that is now being studied as a legitimate cure for Cancer. A plant
that is capable of producing every industrial need our society requires, from durable cloth
to clean burning fuel. Oh, we have booze, cigarettes, and a bevy of pills, all of which will kill
us (and in great numbers), but Cannabis, aka Marijuana, is frowned upon by mainstream
America. It is still looked at as a ‘gateway drug’, and this misconception has become reality
in the minds of many. Even now, as we see Cannabis being legalized all across this country,
the Media snicker at these stories. They treat them like comedy, even though Cannabis is
saving lives. I’ve seen the incredible healing power of Cannabis again and again though RSO
and other extracts. Again, THIS IS A MIRACLE PLANT; a wonderful gift from God (or whatever
deity you choose to believe in). It is not a THREAT. It is not a DRUG. So why are people still
being arrested for it? Why is saving lives through cannabis considered a violation of Federal
Law? Could it be that our government wants us to die? The U.S. Government cannot ignore
our miracle plant any longer. We will keep talking about it and we will keep healing with it. It
is time to DECRIMINALIZE. And I don’t care if they do it with a Tommy Chong voice. Just do
it. Chris Collins
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We went to Washington, DC, for the National Medical Cannabis Unity Conference
presented by Americans for Safe Access on Feb. 22-24, and were inspired by the
opportunity to engage with doctors and nurses from across the country working to serve
patients in need. It was gratifying to hear stories of activism and bravery from the wide
variety of municipalities and characters fighting against patients’ rights to the natural
benefits of cannabis.
Dr. Crocker attended the Jan. 25 hearing in Lansing as a member of LARA’s review board.
Public comment was plentiful on the prospect of approving Parkinson’s and PTSD as
new qualifying conditions in Michigan. A final vote is expected by May 1, which will
send the board’s recommendations to LARA’s administrators, who make a final decision.
Preliminary voting in the fall had Parkinson’s approved, and PTSD declined, however
public comment after that vote and on Jan. 25 may positively impact the PTSD vote, Dr.
Dave reports.
Fundraising efforts are gearing up -- Annette chairs that committee, and says to “look
for the silent auction at the Clarion Hotel during Hash Bash in Ann Arbor over the April 3
weekend,” and for more activities this summer.

-- Dave & Annette Crocker, Michigan Holistic Health
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Membership Director Report
Hash Bash weekend is almost here!
Time to start gathering up donations for the silent auction. Time to start saving up for
the auction as well because this year’s submissions have something for everyone, from
handmade woodwork to tattoos (if you can out bid me!). All vendors are required to submit
auction items as part of their fee so it will be our largest and most diverse auction ever. So
don’t miss out on your chance to win some really great items for even better prices all going
to benefit cannabis reform and Michigan NORML. Contact secretary@minorml.org if you
have something to donate or questions about the auction.
The Chapter Challenge membership drive has really weeded out who is dedicated to
fulfilling the requirements of being a MINORML Chapter and who is just tagging along. Two
main purposes for every Chapter were put to the test 1) get out in your community and talk
to people about cannabis reform and 2) recruit members old and new to MINORML. For
anyone who has ever asked “What can I (or can my Chapter) do to help” that is your answer. Only by increasing our membership can we increase our political capital (measured by
how many voters you represent) giving strength to everyone and every group who lobbies
for cannabis reform. Only by meeting and speaking with our neighbors can we educate
them and increase the support we have in the voting booths. If you belong to or live in an
area with a local Chapter and didn’t get asked to renew your membership it is time to ask
your Chapter’s board Why Not! If you don’t have a local Chapter then you should consider
starting one!
Speaking of memberships, for those who will be attending the Spring (Hash Bash) meeting there will be a Membership Appreciation Dance featuring The Outlets on Friday,
April 5th @ 8pm. Members get in free, everyone else pays $20. You will need to show a
valid membership card to get your free wristband. If you can not find your card stop by the
membership table and renew your dues. Membership dues stack, meaning you can add a
year on to your membership at anytime. You can email me at membership@minorml.org if
you have
questions about membership or membership cards.
Also regarding membership, the MINORML talklist is for current members of MINORML
only. If you have suddenly not been receiving email from or are unable to post to the
talklist it is time to renew your membership. Please do not forward or post talklist emails to
other forums unless you have permission from its originator. You expect your privacy to be
respected so please respect other people’s privacy as well.
2013 promises to be a very busy and exciting year. 2 States have broken the stranglehold
of prohibition, we can do it in Michigan too if we all work together and remain dedicated to
John Davis
legalization! Let’s everyone stay safe, stay healthy, and stay high.
8

Medical Cannabis Is A Flawed Policy

~Author Unknown~

Medical cannabis as a therapeutic application has been demonstrably effective.
Medical cannabis as public policy has been demonstrably problematic. It is doomed to
be tethered to controversy and crime as long as cannabis, itself, is. The solution is to
regulate cannabis for all adults, and allow them to use it responsibly — for therapeutic,
social, or spiritual reasons of their personal choosing.
Three important clarifications:
• The solution is not to repeal medical cannabis; that would simply turn control of the
industry completely into criminals’ hands.
• Cannabis is safe, effective medicine for a wide array of conditions.
• Medical cannabis has been good practice. It has successfully demonstrated that legal
cannabis farms and stores can operate responsibly in a community with no ill effects.
It’s the medical aspect of the policy that is doomed. Show me a medical cannabis law
that is working perfectly — or even, to the general satisfaction of the public. Each state’s
law seems to be either ridiculed for the ease with which “patients” get their “green
cards”, or criticized by impassioned advocates for denying compassionate access to the
sick and dying. Medical cannabis laws help people, yes, but the policy is unavoidably
haunted by the spectre of the black market. “Diversion”, as law enforcement officials
call it, of “medical cannabis” to people not authorized to possess it (non-patients) is a
constant concern.
Medical cannabis creates a false divide between people who are too healthy (and
honest) for medical cannabis, and people sick (or unscrupulous) enough to have legal
access. Because there is no objective definition of “medical use”, medical cannabis laws
are unavoidably controversial. Some say that “if a doctor recommends it, it’s medical”,
yet it’s clear to all observers that there have been some doctors that have rushed in to
sign recommendations for nearly anyone, making a mockery of both law and medicine.
The flood of new “patients”, many of whom are judged in the court of public opinion as
“abusing” the law are making a rational choice. Cannabis has a place in their lives, and
they’d like not to be arrested for that choice. In that sense, they’re not abusing the law,
they’re eager to comply with the law. They’d like to “be legal”.
The solution to all these difficulties is to eliminate the “medical”.
Allow all adults to buy cannabis from licensed, regulated store fronts, supplied by
licensed, regulated producers.
Eliminating medical cannabis laws in favor of integrating cannabis into a legal
marketplace for all adults doesn’t eliminate medical use. In fact, it creates a safer
product and more functional marketplace, for medical users and others, because the
design of the industry can be driven by standards and overseen by knowledgeable
regulators rather than driven by the needs of law enforcement and overseen by people
with guns.
There is simply nothing wrong with responsible adult use of cannabis, and it should be
of no concern to the government whether one uses cannabis medically, spiritually, or
Submitted By: Rev. Steven B. Thompson
socially.
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JACKSON COUNTY NORML
The Jackson County chapter of Michigan NORML has been really hard at work the last month.
We have organized one of the biggest chapters in the state. We have been working on training
members for an upcoming petition drive. We are attending every single Medical Marijuana
protest in the last few weeks. Our meetings are very informative with great speakers like
Matthew Abel. We are hard at work creating seminars to teach the public about Cannabis and
our laws. We have a very large Facebook community that is very supportive to everyone.
We meet on the 3rd Thursday of every month. The location is the Little Caesar’s in the Airport
Lanes Bowling Complex in Jackson at 7:00 pm.
Please come out to one of our meetings!

Nicholle A. Boone, Secretary

The Renee Emery Wolfe Lifetime Achievement Award (continued)
After PRA2001 ended, it was George who started, organized and ran Michigan
NORML, doing most of the work himself – work that is now done by a team of board
members, each of whom work very hard. He organized and conducted meetings, recruited
members, maintained a membership spreadsheet, designed our first logo, designed and
printed membership cards, wrote, published and mailed the leaflet, ran the talk list, served
as treasurer and sold merchandise to raise funds.
It was George who decided that we needed a board, and organized the meeting where
the first seven Michigan NORML board members were elected by the 25 - 30 people who
had been most active in PRA2000 and PRA2001. Then he continued to serve, as our first
Executive Director (and did many other things) for a number of years. (Full disclosure: I was
one of those elected to the first board, and will be coming to the end of my third three-year
term.)
It is in recognition of George’s tireless efforts, over more than a decade, that he is our first
Renee Emery Wolfe Lifetime Achievement Award winner.
Congratulations George – we all thank you - you’ve earned this and more – a hundred times
Lou Vierling
over.

Jackson County NORML Treasurer Linda Sharpe with
native cannabis connoisseur Patrick in Negril, Jamaica.
14
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The Renee Emery Wolfe Lifetime Achievement Award (continued)
In addition to advocating for cannabis law reform every single day, she also had the courage
and energy to be a very active activist. One of her boldest and most famous exploits was
to get an appointment with a key member of the US House of Representatives on a day
when important cannabis legislation was being discussed. While waiting in his outer office,
she had severe MS symptoms that she proceeded to treat by pulling a large joint out of her
purse and smoking it. The police were called, and Renee was taken away - handcuffed to
her wheel-chair. When she went to court, she used the opportunity to educate the judge
about the medical uses of cannabis. At the end of the proceeding, the judge convicted her,
sentenced her, suspended her sentence then thanked her for the education. For having the
courage to do this, she was named High Times Freedom-Fighter of the Month. Renee also
contributed to the cause in many other ways. She was so passionate about cannabis law
reform that she was frequently asked to speak at Rainbow Farms and other places where
activists gather. In addition, Renee was an active and effective signature-gatherer for the
state-wide PRA2000 ballot initiative, PRA2001 and numerous local initiatives. Renee was a
one-of-a-kind activist and all of us who got to know her miss her very much.
Now it’s time for me to tell you about another truly amazing activist, our first Renee Emery
Wolfe Lifetime Achievement Award winner, my good friend: George Sherfield.
I first met George when we were both working on PRA2000, a state-wide ballot initiative
(waaaaaay ahead of it’s time) that would have decriminalized cannabis in Michigan. I was
immediately impressed by his friendly engaging manner, his energy, and his seemingly
limitless ability to work for the cause of drug law reform. I can’t think of anyone who
worked harder on PRA2000 than George – he did so many different things, all at the same
time, that he frequently reminded me of a one-man-band. He manufactured many large
signs, recruited and trained petition circulators, transported them to signature-gathering
opportunities, provided food and drink and provided leis for them to exchange for
donations, to help offset costs.
In addition to working very hard on two state-wide campaigns, George also organized and
ran Wayne county NORML (before Michigan NORML existed). I attended many of those
meetings – in the beginning, we thought we had done well if there were six or eight people
present, including George and me. Over time, under George’s tireless and expert leadership,
that number grew to several dozen regular attendees (CONTINUED)
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From L to R: Christeen & John Landino, John & Kim Koper Davis, Gabe Coleman

What Hash Bash Means To Me
Hash Bash weekend is a very special time of year for me. It means a lot of work
organizing, a lot of fun with great people, and thousands of responsible cannabis
consumers who all come out to celebrate Rio’s (my parrot) hatching! At least that’s how Rio
sees it, and really, can you think of a better birthday party? It is a great day to shake off the
winter blues and get ready for a summer full of activism. Nothing better than a little civil
disobedience to get people fired up and ready to fight for their rights. And this year’s event
is really special. Rio turns 10, and MINORML has brought in nationally renowned cannabis
reformers like Keith Stroup and Ed Rosenthal to spend the weekend speaking, teaching,
and getting to know us. Time to put our best on display if we truly are going to mount a
successful legalization drive in the future. We can’t do it alone and having a few of these “big
guns” in our corner certainly will help.
For those who have never been to Hash Bash or rather the Monroe Street fair it may
be a little jarring your first time. Seeing thousands of people smoking pot in public
while surrounded by police who don’t really care to arrest anyone for it may affect your
equilibrium temporarily (ok, so it could be the pot too). Not often do we get to look into the
future, but there it is right in front if you. So close but sadly only one day, once a year. That
is really what the Hash Bash weekend means to me. A brief glimpse of things yet to come,
of victories yet to be won, of the way things should be everyday everywhere. Hash Bash
reminds me of those who have fought, died, and sacrificed for us all to get to this point, and
inspires me to work harder to bring us all across that ever closer finish line. John Davis
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What Hash Bash Means To Me

The Renee Emery Wolfe Lifetime Achievement Award

Growing up in Metro Detroit was special. That’s because every April just down
I-94 we could get together at the University of Michigan (the Diag to be exact) and
celebrate our love of cannabis at the Hash Bash. For a full hour all the anti-pot sentiments
stopped, and we listened to speakers talk about everything from changes in marijuana law
to growing De Herb. As a life-long resident of Michigan, Ann Arbor’s Hash Bash has always
meant something special to me. If not for The Hash Bash I don’t think we’d have Medical
Marijuana in Michigan, and I believe it has made everyone more aware and conscious of
Cannabis related issues across the board. That it is still around and more popular than ever
is not only a testament to the power of CANNABIS, but to the strength of our Cannabis community. From John Sinclair to Chef Ra, Buddha Fulla Rhymes to The Toyes, Gary Johnson to
Tommy Chong, The Hash Bash has delivered not only a succinct message but offers hope to
those of us who know Cannabis is a miracle plant and a life giving medicine. Chris Collins

Michigan NORML has a fun-filled weekend planned for our annual Spring Meeting. With
many activities going there will be people driving and the one thing we don’t want to see is
someone’s weekend ruined due to an interaction with law enforcement. Please remember that
the U.S. Constitution prohibits the government from interfering with your right to remain silent,
to consult with an attorney, and to be free from unreasonable searches and seizures by law
enforcement. However, it is up to you to assert these rights under any circumstance.
If you are confronted by a police officer, remain calm. Be courteous and provide your
identification. Politely refuse to answer any further questions. Ask to talk to an attorney. Do
not consent to any search of your person, your property, your residence or your vehicle. If the
officer is intent upon you talking please tell him/her politely that “Any statement I make, or
alleged consent I give, in response to your persistent questions are hereby being made under
protest and under duress and in submission to your claim of a lawful authority to force me to
provide you with information. As I have already stated, I wish to talk to my attorney.”
Then don’t say anything further. Do not engage in small talk, that is where you will get tripped.
If the officer fails to honor your rights, remain calm and polite, ask for the officer’s identifying
information and ask him or her to note your objection in the report. Do not attempt to
physically resist an unlawful arrest, search or seizure. If necessary, you may point out the
violations to a judge at a later time. Alas, to quote one of our expert cannabis community
lawyers, “the best thing you can do when confronted by law enforcement is shut the %&$# up”.

Christeen Landino, Asst. Exec. Director/Treasurer
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To introduce the Renee Emery Wolfe Lifetime Achievement Award, I have been given the
honor and privilege of telling you about two of the most dedicated, hardest-working and
longest-serving drug law reformers I’ve ever had the pleasure of knowing: Renee Emery
Wolfe and George Sherfield.
Renee Emery Wolfe packed an amazing amount of living and activism onto an all-tooshort life. As a teen, she excelled as a long-distance runner. Despite being diagnosed with
Multiple Sclerosis, at the age of 17, she never let that slow her down. She was one of those
rare people who had a gift for always seeing the positive side of everything, even her MS
diagnosis. She often told me that she considered her MS to be a gift, because it qualified her
for a state-sponsored scholarship that she used to earn a Bachelors Degree in Criminology
and Juvenile Justice. After graduation, she married, had two sons, became a widow, married
again and had two more sons.
When advocating for drug law reform, which she did at absolutely every opportunity, she
was sweet and pleasant like a flower garden but had the tenacity of a pit-bull. She would tell
anyone who would listen that she treats her MS exclusively with cannabis. It was always her
habit to greet every woman she met by saying: “Hello Beautiful!”. She would then add: “I
believe that every woman is intrinsically beautiful”. (CONTINUED)
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT (continued)
Meanwhile, there is a decriminalization bill being drafted for introduction into the
Michigan Legislature sometime this session. That work is being done by Rep. Jeff Irwin,
and we urge our members to strongly support this legislation when it is introduced.
All MINORML members need to identify and prepare to contact their State
Representatives and State Senators in support of these two pieces of legislation.
In addition, we need to more strongly urge the Michigan Congressional Delegation
to support legislation at the federal level to change scheduling, allow for medical
marijuana in the state, allow manufacture of industrial hemp, and provide for research
into the beneficial aspects of cannabis and cannabinoids.
MINORML is working to continue the progress made with local initiatives in several more
cities this year.
Find an active MINORML chapter in or near your county, or start one!
Finally, please join us for Hash Bash weekend in Ann Arbor on April 5-7, 2013.

4
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MICHIGAN NORML SPRING MEETING

Executive Director Report

WHEN: Friday, April 5, 2013 at 6:00 pm. April 5-7 is reserved for MINORML at the Clarion.
Guest speakers will include Keith Stroup (NORML Founder) and Ed Rosenthal (horticulturist,
author, publisher, marijuana advocate). See them at Monroe Street Fair and at the Clarion for
Michigan NORML’s Annual Spring Meeting from April 5-7.
WHERE: Clarion Hotel,2900 Jackson Ave, Ann Arbor, MI 48103
No alcohol or smoking allowed during Meeting!
(All Meetings Open To The Public)

Executive Director Matthew Abel, with Senator Carl Levin and Bernard Jocuns at the Michigan Democratic Party State Convention on February 23, 2013 in Detroit.

These are exciting times for NORML.
We are working with our friends in the medical cannabis movement to support
improving access for patients to medicine.
The recently introduced Provisioning Center Bill, HB4271, would be a huge
improvement over the extremely limited distribution system allowed by the
Michigan Supreme Court in the McQueen case decided Feb. 10, 2013. In McQueen, the
Michigan Supreme Court ruled that patients may not transfer to other patients, nor
may caregivers transfer to patients for whom they are not the registered caregiver.
While the Court held that the law is asymmetrical, in that it protects patients obtaining
medicine from whatever source, the transferor is not protected from criminal prosecution for selling to a patient with whom they are not connected. The Supreme Court also
overturned a Michigan Court of Appeals decision rendered only days earlier which would
have allowed uncompensated patient-to-patient transfers. (CONTINUED)
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Join Michigan NORML...

Q: What is the difference between a Michigan NORML Chapter and a Michigan
NORML County Contact?

The single most important thing you can do to end marijuana prohibition is to join
MINORML and help us to restore your freedoms. It’s time to put to rest the myth that
marijuana smoking is a fringe or deviant activity. In reality, marijuana use is extremely
common and marijuana is the recreational drug of choice for millions of hard-working
Americans. Join with us to build a mainstream political constituency that our elected officials
can no longer ignore. Lets send a strong message that it is time to stop arresting marijuana
smokers.
Michigan NORML members receive:
»» One year membership and Freedom Card ($15.00)
»» One year subscription to the LEAFLET News
»» MINORML T-shirt (with $25.00 option) (we now have XXX-Large)
»» Invitation to join our private on-line e-group/talk-list
»» One year membership in National NORML (new members only)

Special two-for-one
memberships
Only requirement
is you both live at
same address. Same
membership number,
only one Leaflet per
couple, both can join
talk-list.

YES! Sign me up as a MINORML member. I want to stop the war against marijuana smokers.
You can also join on-line through PayPal at: www.minorml.org/SupportJoin.html
New Member _____

Renewal _____

Two-for-One ______

A: Active County Chapters have monthly meetings and activities. A County Contact is
there to provide information for their county regarding marijuana, medical marijuana,
compassion clubs, doctors, court cases, etc.

Michigan NORML Chapters

Don’t see your area listed?
Start a new chapter in your area!
Contact: secretary@minorml.org

Benzie County: Rev. Steve Thompson, 231.882.4496, benziecountynorml@yahoo.com
Berrien County: John Mumaugh, 269.548.8422, berriencountynorml@hotmail.com
Cheboygan County: Brad Forrester, 231.818.3229, cheboygannorml@gmail.com
Grand Rapids: Jacob Regan, 616.238.7550, Jacob.Regan@gmail.com
Jackson County: Steven Sharpe, 517.795.8077, sssharpe2009@gmail.com
Kalkaska County: Archie Kiel, 231.676.0123, archiebehappy@gmail.com
Macomb County: Annette “NayNay”, 586.354.8207, amcarter72@yahoo.com
Oakland County: Neil Yashinski, 248.933.4133, oaklandcountynorml@yahoo.com
Ogemaw County: Terry Marentette, 989.390.3106, terry9756@gmail.com
Roscommon County: Peter O’Toole, 989.359.1792, unclepete@cannabiscamp.org

Michigan NORML County Contacts

One Year $15.00 _____
With T-shirt $25.00 _____
				(add $5.00 for XX-Large and XXX-Large t-shirt)

Antrim County: Dan Downing, 231.536.0102, fishersman57@hotmail.com

T-shirt size:

Clare County: Darrel Runyon, Jr., 989.429.8543, dazedandhazed1@yahoo.com

S

M

L

X-Large

Name: ______________________________

XX-Large

XXX-Large

2nd name if
two-for-one _____________________

Arenac County: Terry Marentette, 989.390.3106, terry9756@gmail.com
Kalamazoo County: Daniel J. Corse, 269.375.4399, dcrazyhorse@sbcglobal.net

Street: _____________________________________________________________

Kent County: John P. “Jaipers” Larson, 616.427.3482, modg2012@yahoo.com

City: ______________________________ State: ________ Zip: ______________

Monroe County: Vickie D. Gandara-Zeiger, 734.755.5088, vdgz01@yahoo.com

County: _________________________ Phone: ____________________________
E-mail: ______________________________
Would you like to be added to our email talk-list:

2nd email if
two-for-one _____________________

Yes

No

Osceola County: Diane Luckey, 231.743.2247, charm1964@yahoo.com
Oscoda County: Sandy Graczyk, 989.848.7417, heysandyb@yahoo.com
Wayne County: Cannabis Counsel, 313.446.ABEL, director@minorml.org

Please mail to: MINORML, P.O. Box 640, Eastpointe, MI 48021
2
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Michigan NORML Contacts
Executive Director....................................................Matthew Abel – director@minorml.org
Asst. Executive Director/Treasurer............................. Christeen Landino –aed@minorml.org
Secretary............................................................ Kim Koper Davis – secretary@minorml.org
Membership Director.............................................. John Davis – membership@minorml.org
Community Outreach Director.......................................Joe White – joewhite51@gmail.com
Legal Counsel...................................................... John Targowski– john@targowskigrow.com
Michigan NORML on Facebook.........http://www.facebook.com/groups/MichiganNORML/
MINORML address & phone................... P.O. Box 640, Eastpointe, MI 48021 (586.873.5084)
Michigan NORML Website......................................................................www.MINORML.org
Michigan NORML on Twitter................................................................................@MINORML
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Annette Crocker, RN

Christeen Landino

Dr. David Crocker, MD

Trena Moss

John Davis

Lou Vierling

Kim Koper Davis

Josef White

MINORML’s mission is to move public opinion sufficiently
to achieve the repeal of marijuana prohibition so that the
responsible use of cannabis by adults is no longer subject to
penalty, including asset forfeiture, and to allow industrial
hemp to be produced and marketed by Michigan farmers.

Spring/Summer 2013

