them. And early in the morning he came walking towards them on the lake. But when the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’

Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.’ He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came towards Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’
MESSAGE
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – Apostles Creed

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

L: Hear our prayers, O Lord. 
P: And let our cry come unto Thee.

L: Let us bless the Lord! 
P: Thanks be to God.

PASTORAL PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER

HYMN 


“Jesus Calls Us”


Jesus calls us o’er the tumult
Of our life’s wild, restless, sea;
Day by day His sweet voice soundeth,
Saying, “Christian, follow Me!”

BENEDICTION/SENDING**

L: We will go into the world as God's people, P: telling of God's hopes for all. 
L: We will go to serve the world as followers of Jesus, 
P: showing with our lives that all are part of the kingdom. 
L: We will go to share the Spirit, 
P: to bring peace where there is war, to share love where there is hate.
** Rev. Thom Shuman ©

ORGANISTS: John Griffin and Elaine Bilger

COMMISSIONED PASTOR: Denise Ann Todero

Bethany Presbyterian Church, Johnstown, PA

MORNING WORSHIP    August 9th, 2020   
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
CALL TO WORSHIP**
L: We gather to worship our God, 
P: who speaks the words of peace we need in chaotic times. 
L: We gather to follow Jesus, 
P: who encourages to never fear, for he is near. 
L: We gather to be filled with the Spirit, 
P: who anoints us so we can go to serve our world.
HYMN
    “Sweet Hour of Prayer”

Sweet hour of prayer, Sweet hour of prayer, That calls me from a world of care
And bids me at my Father's throne, Make all my wants and wishes known
In seasons of distress and grief, My soul has often found relief,

And oft escaped the tempter's snare, By Thy return, sweet hour of prayer
Sweet hour of prayer, Sweet hour of prayer, Thy wings shall my petition bear,To Him whose truth and faithfulness, Engage the waiting soul to bless;

And since He bids me seek His face, Believes His Word, and trust His grace, 

I’ll cast on Him my ev-‘ry care, And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer.


CALL TO RECONCILIATION**
The deepest longing of our hearts is to be forgiven and embraced by our God. As we confess our sins, God speaks peace to us and makes us whole.  Join me, as we pray together, saying,

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION**
ALL:  In truth, God of silence and seas, we are more adept at making waves than calming storms.  We find it easier to push people out of the boat,  rather than make room for those who are different from us.  And our lives are such a whirlwind of  activity, that we do not notice your presence or hear your sheer silence singing your shalom to us. 
   Have mercy on us, God of patience.  Grab hold of us to keep us from drowning in our oceans of temptations.  Give us the words to speak of your hope to others.  Fill our hearts with the love of Jesus Christ, which is nearer to us than we dare to imagine.
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON**

L: Immediately, immediately! your sins are forgiven, your life is restored, and grace becomes your guide through this life. 
P: Thanks be to God!  We are not left alone, but take heart in the forgiving love of our God. 
L: Friends, Believe the Good News    ALL: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen

GLORIA PATRI
CHURCH NEWS

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE

(Please greet your neighbor with a virtual hug or hand shake or wave saying, “The Peace of Christ be With You.”)

REDEDICATION OF SELF AND SUBSTANCE


Offertory  


*Doxology




*Prayer of Dedication**
Not only with our lips, but with our lives and with our treasure we will proclaim that you are in our midst, Loving God.  Take these gifts, and use them so all might know that your love, your life, your hope, your healing is near to them.  Amen.
LESSONS FROM THE SCRIPTURES
Old Testament 
Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28

  
Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. This is the story of the family of Jacob.

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he was the son of his old age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him.

Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. And Israel said to Joseph, ‘Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.’ He answered, ‘Here I am.’ So he said to him, ‘Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock; and bring word back to me.’ So he sent him from the valley of Hebron.

He came to Shechem, and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked him, ‘What are you seeking?’ ‘I am seeking my brothers,’ he said; ‘tell me, please, where they are pasturing the flock.’ The man said, ‘They have gone away, for I heard them say, “Let us go to Dothan.” ’ So Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan. They saw him from a distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired to kill him. They said to one another, ‘Here comes this dreamer. Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams.’ But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, ‘Let us not take his life.’ Reuben said to them, ‘Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him’—that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore him to his father. So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that he wore; and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it.

Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. Then Judah said to his brothers, ‘What profit is there if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.’ And his brothers agreed. When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt.

New Testament
Romans 10: 5-15



Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that ‘the person who does these things will live by them.’ But the righteousness that comes from faith says, ‘Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?” ’ (that is, to bring Christ down) ‘or “Who will descend into the abyss?” ’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? ‘The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart’ (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, ‘No one who believes in him will be put to shame.’ For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’

Gospel Lesson
Matthew 14:22-33



Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against 
Jesus calls us from the worship�Of the vain world’s golden store,�From each idol that would keep us,�Saying, “Christian, love Me more!”











