SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON
WOODTURNERS
NEWSLETTER – SEPTEMBER 2016

Regular meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of the month. We will meet at our
regular time and place this month.
NEXT MEETING –
7:00 p.m. Wednesday, September 28, 2016 at Friends of the Carpenter, 1600 W 20th
St, Vancouver, WA.
Demonstrator: Dan Baker - “Marbeling” Coloring Process on Tops

President’s Message
It’s Fall already. Hopefully everyone has a nice stockpile of wood to keep them busy this winter, but if you
should need more, then consider the Cascade Woodturners annual auction this October. They meet at the
Carpenters Training Center in Portland and information is available on their website .
While on the subject of Cascade Woodturners, I need to mention the upcoming collaboration with Southwest
Washington Woodturners and Cascade Woodturners clubs this coming November.
We will host Eric Lofstrom the third week in November and he will do an all day presentation, as well as an all
day workshop. He will also be our guest, but we will all meet at the Carpenters Training center for the
meeting which will be on Friday evening, November 18th. The all-day Demo and Workshop will be held on the
weekend as Eric has a job that he needs to work around too. Our club has four slots open for the workshop
and they may go fast, so please let me know as soon as possible if you want to attend these presentations.
This month, with any luck, I will continue the embellishment presentation using another unique technique for
coloring and will focus on small parts, namely tops which the Clubs will be donating to the Children’s hospital
in Portland soon. I hope to have all the materials together to be able to pull this off as it is a new process for
me. You will just have to attend if you wish to know what it involves, but basically it is a “marbeling” process
for coloring.
There’s more……….
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President’s Message (continued)
A few members of our club, including a couple young ones, attended the Tom Wiling class and presentation
and demonstration at the Cascade meeting last week. There was a workshop on Saturday focusing on
platters, as well as an excellent presentation on the various tool steels used in lathe turning tools. It included
a demonstration and actual hands on turning platters with a two step process, resulting in a very fine finish
off the tool which requires little sanding to complete the turning.
Next month we will host another local woodturner, whose article in the current issue of American
Woodworker will be the focus of our meeting. Russ Coker is a member of the Cascade Woodturners and will
do a presentation at the October meeting on October 26 th. Let’s give Russ our support and also think about
the Eric Lofstrom class in November. These classes and presentations are benefits of being a member of the
Southwest Washington Woodturners. They are paid for by your participation in the annual dues and monthly
raffles, and I thank you for your contributions.
If you received a kit to turn for the contribution to the Friends of the Carpenter annual auction in October, we
would like to have them finished by the Wednesday meeting. I am working on a few now and several have
been completed and delivered. Thanks to everyone who participated in this process and also those who have
generously donated other turnings to them for the auction.
I hope to see you Wed. evening. Until then, sharpen often and keep the bevel rubbing.

Dan Baker
Last Month’s Demonstration - - Dan Baker demonstrated various metallic finishes.
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August Show & Tell Photos -
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AAW NEWS

From Kathleen Duncan, Member – AAW Board of Directors
A few reminders – if you are an AAW member and have not yet voted in the AAW election, here is the link:
http://www.woodturner.org/page/2017BODCandidates. There are candidate videos and statements on this page, and a
button to the voting page.
If you’re not an AAW member, we still have the 60-day trial membership offer:
http://www.woodturner.org/page/GuestMemberLanding
The AAW video source library is here: http://aawvideosource.org/php/video_detail_view.php?Filter_x=1 This is open to
everyone – members and non-members. We are looking for good woodturning videos. If you’ve seen some good ones
that are not in the library, click the “Submit a Video” and help us grow the library.
Each AAW symposium has a logo. AAW is coming to Portland in 2018. AAW is asking for suggestions on things that
should be included in the 2018 logo. In 2007 we had a contest for the best design. It was won by a new member named
Kathleen Duncan. The 2007 logo is attached. The office has also sent the 2017 Kansas City logo (not shown).
Dale Larson suggests the four chapters have a contest to suggest ideas for possible logos. One
possible suggestion would be to have each chapter run their own contest and we send the best
idea from each chapter to the AAW. The AAW reserves the right to design the final logo. In 2007
we sent our pick into the office and they had a professional do the final draft. The local chapters
can make recommendations on the logo and ideas for the logo, but the AAW office gets to do the
final draft. What they need from us are things and ideas that make Portland unique.

Kathleen
woodspinner@gmail.com
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ARTICLES / MEMBER SHARING
Are you willing to write a short story or tutorial? If you have something that you think would be of interest to
other members, send it to the editor. All input is needed by the 15th of the month.
This month, Norman Paulk provided instructions for making a cigar pen. Thanks, Norm.

8

Reinsert the metal bushings and place the tube onto the mandrel saver on your lathe. All that is needed now is to build up
coats of CA glue to the level of the bushing edge.
The problem I had in the CA build-up stage was that the CA would overlap the metal bushings and make it tough to remove
them. This step also enlarged the diameter of the bushings which meant that the final pen blank might be too big to properly
fit the pen kit.
I would use an X-acto blade to make a cut around the edge of the bushing where it touched the pen blank so I could pop the
tube loose. This tended to leave an irregular edge which I then had to sand down.
It would then become necessary to turn the excess CA off the bushings to keep them true. I came up with a solution to this
procedural step.
Instead of using the metal bushings, I used a neoprene set. By using calipers, I could measure the diameter of the metal
bushing and then check to see if I had built-up enough CA on the tube. It was much easier to separate the neoprene from the
tube and easier to cut the CA buildup off the neoprene with an exacto knife.
Sand the ends of the tube to a smooth surface and assemble the pen.

Additional Pens Using This Process
Once I improved my technique, I was able to make other pens using interesting papers. Let your imagination run a bit and see
what you are able to create.

Norman Paulk
Camas, Washington

COMMERCIALS

Shop and save at these businesses with your SWWWT
membership card.
Gilmer Wood Co. – Portland, OR
Rockler Woodworking and Hardware – Beaverton, OR
Woodcraft – Tigard, OR
Woodcrafters – Portland, OR
North Woods Figured Wood – Gaston, OR
Refer a friend! Ask them to join and become a member of the Southwest Washington
Woodturners. It’s low-priced easy fun.
________________________________________________________________________________
From Bill Brooks:
Here’s a picture of a "real" wood lathe. A high school
classmate of my wife turns 16 foot long posts for
restoration of Victorian homes in Eureka, California.
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SWWWT – PRIVATE SALES
Your ads selling woodturning or related items. To list an item for sale, send the editor an e-mail at
tr60rr@gmail.com by the 10th of the month. Photos are OK. Ads will run once. To repeat or continue the ad,
please advise each month.

Turning Wood: Over 25 tons of interesting turning wood
logs and chunks in Vancouver. Latest acquisition is about a ton
of beautiful Siberian elm. Contact Tim at
wtsmall@comcast.net, 360-989-7721.
Also, please send an email to wtsmall@comcast.net with
"wood newsletter" in the subject line, to be added to a
periodic email newsletter on available woods and info.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Spindle Turning Class Update:
The class is progressing to the point where any catch results in an immediate and knowledgeable explanation of
why it occurred! Each spindle exercise begins with making a cylinder using a spindle roughing gouge and then
a skew to smooth it. The very first exercise is the cylinder and it took nearly two hours to complete a smooth
one!
During the last class session on September 10th, I timed them making the cylinder in preparation for a cove
exercise. From the time the first student began to the last one completing a smooth cylinder was five minutes
and 13 seconds. Incredible!
The next class session is October 22nd. Another big THANK YOU to Brian Harte for the use of his shop for
the class!

Rick

____________
See Dan’s President’s Message above for local events coming up.
__________
A list of woodturning events in the US and throughout the world can be found at:
http://www.morewoodturningmagazine.com/subscription.php
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MORE WOODTURNING MAGAZINE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER CONTENT: Thanks to Rick Rich
for forwarding this information, which is provided by More Woodturning Magazine. Please visit their
web site: www.morewoodturningmagazine.com

YOUR MONTHLY ONLINE WOODTURNING MAGAZINE
View this month’s content

View Sample Issue

Subscribe – Only $25 / year

Make a Walking Stick
by Fred Holder
When I was younger and my wife and I did a lot of camping and hiking in the woods, I used to pick up a suitable stick
around 5 to 6 feet long and about 1-1/2 inches in diameter at the largest end and use it for stability along the trail. It
helped to push you up hill when you were climbing and it helped to put a brake on when you were descending a slope. I
generally adopted this stick for the duration of the camping trip if it was a good one. I then discarded it when we went
home.
Well we don’t go camping anymore and I don’t hike on hillsides, but I do still walk along side of the road and sometimes
the uneven ground makes one a bit unsteady. I had thought of making a walking stick for several years. A couple of
months ago, the bug got even stronger.
I selected some dogwood square stock that I had and began to work on my walking stick. I wanted it to be about 5 feet
long and about 1-1/2 inch in diameter at the hand hold area, but I also wanted to be able to take it in the car should I
wish to go hiking in the hills. This meant at least one join.
I didn’t think that the brass joins available for canes would be heavy enough for my walking stick. Initially, I made up a
join out of lignum vitae, but it didn’t work out because as I got the female portion down to size, it was too thin to stand
up to the pressure and cracked. It was redesign time! I decided that a 3/4” pipe coupling should be about the right size. I
made up two male threaded pieces out of lignum vitae with 3/4” tapered pipe threads on one end and a tenon on the
other to join to the walking stick. I had an insert out of a pipe threading machine, so I clamped this into a pair of vice
grips and used it as a thread chaser to chase the threads. The iron coupling looked ghastly, according to my wife. So a
visit to the hardware store turned up a brass coupling with a hex exterior shape. She didn’t like that either.
I mounted a piece of Osage Orange in one of my Nova chucks and chased a thread for the coupling. Using a 1/8” parting
tool, I faced off the end of the coupling until it was square with the threads, reversed it so the faced off end was against
the shoulder on my holding chuck. Now, both ends were square to the threads. Using the 1/8” parting tool, I then
turned away the hex shape of the coupling, sanded and polished. It looked great on the walking stick and my wife was
happy with it too.
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My join worked well and looked good and was strong. The only weak part was the glue and lignum vitae. It finally took
epoxy to hold. I made two more walking sticks with somewhat improved joints using lignum, but I believe that I would
settle for boxwood if I make anymore.
Because a lot of my walking is done on pavement, I chose to use a rubber crutch tip on the ground end. They come in
black and blond--the blond looked better on the dogwood walking stick, black might look better on a different wood.
Rather than try to make the wood of the stick blend in perfectly with the brass coupling, I placed a bead on either side of
the coupling. This gave the coupling a shoulder to butt against and gave a perfect fit. The wood above and below the
beads was turned to look like a continuation right through the coupling. I also felt the stick should have some form of
texturing for a better grip in the grip area. I toyed with a couple of different ideas, but finally settled on a section about
9-1/2” long made up of 1/4” beads. I have a Robert Sorby beading tool that made this job fairly easy. This worked very
well and I’ve used it to good effect on the other two walking sticks that I’ve made.

Even though these pieces were only about 29-30 inches long, I had to use a steady rest to stabilize the wood for turning.
On small things like lace bobbins and treen, one can normally stabilize it with their fingers. I simply couldn’t do so on
something this size.
The top part of the walking stick has no function other than decoration. However, the beaded section between the two
large beads serves a very useful purpose of providing an excellent hand hold area. I made this section about 9-1/2” long
because that was about right for my tool rest. I could bead the whole area without moving the tool rest. The join was
made with two threaded pieces of lignum vitae and a 3/4” brass pipe coupling. The threads are 14 tpi chased with a die
insert held with vice grips.
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Harold Swanson, a friend who was helping me demonstrate and tend the booth at my last craft show, shows off one
of my walking sticks in front of our booth.
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