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Reunited (and it feels so good!)

an animal is admitted
W hen
to Nature’s Nursery,
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Save the Date
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Ward Pavilion
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our ultimate goal is to return it
to the wild. Nearly 60% of all
animals admitted are successfully
released. Typically, an animal is
released when it recovers from its
injuries, or a baby has been raised
to an independent age. Sometimes
though, our goal is to reunite
families.
Recently we shared with you
the story of the red-tailed hawk
that came in with spinal injuries.
Over several months, she received
acute medical care and extensive
physical therapy. When she
recovered from her injuries, we
were able to release her to the exact
spot she was found. Our goal is
to release mature raptors back to
their territory for a few reasonsit is familiar turf, and they may
have mates waiting for them. This
particular release was one of my
favorites in my 27 years of wildlife
rehabilitation. From the moment
she left the cage, it was obvious she
was home. She very purposefully
flew to a particular branch, took her
time to look around, then headed
skyward, flying higher and higher
in ever expanding circles. As we
were enjoying how strong she was
and how much she relished her
freedom, I said, “The only thing
that could make it better would
be if her mate were to show up.”
As if on cue, another hawk joined
her in flight. We watched the two
of them circling closer and closer.
To our amazement, the two locked

talons and spiraled toward the
ground before releasing to fly in
circles again. It is so satisfying to
work hard to rehab an animal so it
can return to their mate and raise a
family.
Another way we work to reunite
families is by getting babies
back to their mothers, rather
than us raising them to release.
Sometimes we are able to do this
before the animal even comes to
the Center. When people call us

to say they have found orphaned
babies, we ask several questions.
Often we will talk them through
what they need to do (or NOT
do) so the babies can be properly
reunited with their mothers. We
have received wonderful, excited
calls from people who tried our
suggestions. Some were privileged
to see a mother squirrel carry her
baby back into the nest. Others
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A message from our
Executive Director

We have a nest where?

most small non-profits,
spring, the stories of ducks
L ike
E ach
Nature’s Nursery relies on our
nesting in peculiar spots are
community of dedicated members to
financially support our organization.
What sets our members apart from
those of other agencies is their
unwavering loyalty and passion for our
mission. It is not uncommon for me to
write a note of thanks to an individual
who has been making donations for 20
years or more!
This support is felt most right
now- during our busiest time of year.
As calls increase and the number of
animal cases skyrocket, memberships
and donations make it possible for
us to increase our staffing levels and
hours of operation to ensure each
animal admitted for care is given the
best chance of survival and return to
the wild.
As most of you know, Nature’s
Nursery does not charge for our
rehabilitative services. Regardless of
circumstances, we accept nearly all
wild animals for care...at no cost.
I ask that as you read this issue
of NN News, you visit our website to
make a secure, online gift today. If
you are a member, please think about
an additional donation, one that will
have an immediate impact on the
critical care we provide. Thank you for
our support.
- Steve Kiessling
Reunited (continued)

rescued baby robins from the ground,
made a makeshift nest, placed it in a
tree, and watched the parents return to
care for their nestlings.
Sometimes, like in the case of a
baby great horned owl found on the
ground in an unsafe location, we do
some investigating to get them back
to the parents days or even weeks
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quite common. Google images for
“courtyard duck nests” and you will
find numerous pictures of duck families
parading through hallways lined with
school children guiding them through

the building to open spaces. Ducks,
mallards in particular, will nest
wherever they darn well please.
For the past 4 years, a mallard hen
has laid her eggs in a courtyard in the
academic village at Owens Community
College. It has become a tradition to
protect the nest, monitor the hatch and
when the time is right, escort the family
out of the building.
Elsewhere, nests have been
found on school playgrounds.
It makes sense. Cushy mulch,
protection from the elements
and fun for the whole family.
When a school calls us asking
for help, we take it as an
opportunity to educate the
later. With this owlet, we enlisted
some help from a couple of volunteers
involved in Raptor Nest Monitoring
through theMetroparks. They located
the nest and reported back to us that
there was still an owlet in the nest and
parents nearby. About a week after
being admitted, we were able to put
that young owl back in the tree as

children on the nesting process and
what to do to protect the nest. Already
this season, nests have been built at
McGregor and Crissey Elementary
Schools. Our Education Coordinator,
Marquita, made a special trip to
Crissey with our ambassador ducks
to expand the children’s curiosity in
a way that does not disturb the nest
from inquisitive minds and eyes. With
our guidance, the schools roped off
the areas until the eggs hatched and
the families moved off to new homes.
What a great way to teach kids about
wildlife and habitat conservation.
If you find a nest in your garden,
on your deck or even in a large flower
pot, don’t panic. Block off the area
from potential predators like your
family dog. Once the mom has laid
her clutch of eggs (as many as 12 or
more), they will hatch in about 28 days.
Know mom will come and go quite
often. And when they hatch, watch as
mom leads her parade of babies to a
safer area as you celebrating this new
family’s beginning.

both parents watched and hooted at us
from a nearby tree!
Reuniting animals back to their
parents, mates, and territories is one
of the most gratifying parts of wildlife
rehabilitation—and the part that brings
us the most joy!
-Laura Zitzelberger
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NN hires new staff!

animals arriving with each passing
day, the workload gets heavier and the
work days get longer! While Nature’s
Nursery relies heavily on our more
than 100 very active volunteers, we
have paid staff who coordinate daily
animal care and manage the clinic and
ICU. Their presence is critical to our
operations, ensuring we are able to
provide the best care for the animals
and assistance to the people who find
them.
Some of our most experienced

staff are not available to work as many
hours as we would like this time of
year. For example, Natalie, a loooong
time staff person, recently had twin
boys and for some reason seems to be
a bit busy with them and their sister!
Congratulations on that beautiful
family Natalie & Bryan!
To meet the high demands during
this busy season we have hired three
seasonal staff members. We would
like to welcome Angie Natter, Kerri
Deshetler, and Eliza Welch. Angie has
volunteered and interned with us in
the past. Both Kerri and Eliza have

experience from working at other
wildlife rehabilitation facilities. All
three are working very hard to get
themselves acclimated to the Center,
our procedures and the fast paced
environment. They have jumped right
in and have settled in nicely. If you
happen to call the hotline and speak
with one of them, please welcome
them to the Nature’s Nursery family.
Now, let’s all take a deep breath and
face the busy season together!
Want to know more about all of
our staff? Stay tuned to a new feature
on our website- Staff Biographies.

Papoo’s Event Raises Over $6,200!!

Thank you Greg and Rosie Morris for a wonderful day of
food, music, friends and an incredible silent auction.
A special thanks to all of you who stopped by the restaurant
on April 30th for a meal and to bid on auction items.

Calendar of Events
Open Houses
July 17
September 11
December 11
Wildlife Festival- Toledo Botanical Gardens
June 5

Online Reverse Raffle- DATE CHANGE
July 17-26

Julie’s Fitness Studio 5K- Benefiting Nature’s Nursery

Build
Bash

Whitehouse Cherry Festival
June 11

Local Thyme Dine-In
July 11

David Moore Jr. Memorial Build Bash
July 30
3rd Annual Animal Masquerade- DATE CHANGE
November 3

For more information on how to participate in one of our events or contribute to our fundraisers,
please contact Steve Kiessling at 419.877.0060 or skiessling@natures-nursery.org

Nature’s Nursery Center for Wildlife
Rehabilitation and Conservation Education
PO Box 2395
Whitehouse OH 43571

www.natures-nursery.org
419.877.0060
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Join us for Nature’s Nursery’s Wildlife
Festival and meet our education animal
ambassadors, learn about conservation,
wildlife rehabilitation and the animals in
your own backyard.

WILDLIFE
FESTIVAL

Sunday June 5, 2016
1 pm - 4 pm
Toledo Botanical Garden
5403 Elmer Dr
Sponsored in part by:

Enjoy a stroll through the garden visiting
activity and education stations presented
by Nature’s Nursery and our partner
organizations:
Toledo Botanical Garden

Toledo Area Metroparks

Wood County Parks

Lucas County Soil & Water

Toledo Natural Science
Technology Center

Wildwood Environmental
Academy

Partners for Clean
Streams

Olander Park

Rain Garden Initiative

Ohio Certified Naturalists

Wild Birds Unlimited

Toledo Grows

Toledo Seed Swap

Toledo Zoo

Bittersweet Farms

Susan L. Conda

Individuals, families and groups are all
invited to this no-cost event.

