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Zion Messenger
Natural Disasters and Prayer
Spring is a time of renewal and looking ahead. However, many
residents of Ranier, International Falls, Kabetogama, Ash River,
and Crane Lake are suffering due to the historic high-water levels
this spring. Please keep families in your prayers as they navigate
this difficult time of flooding.
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To Proclaim the Joy of
Salvation Through Word
and Sacrament

Pastor Mark’s Musings
An interesting historical bit. Irenaeus (ee-renAy-us), Bishop of Lyons, died around 202. He
was the first to speak of the church as
“catholic.” By catholic he meant that local
congregations did not exist by themselves but
were linked to one another in the whole church.
He also maintained that this church was not
contained within any national boundaries. He
argued that the church’s message was for
all people.
When I read this bit of history, I recalled a
conversation with a member of the first church
I served as Pastor in Lake Lillian, MN (in
1992.) The question posed to me on my very
first Sunday after the service went something
like, “Why did they change the Apostles’ Creed
in the new hymnal (the green LBW at the time)
to read ‘I believe in the holy catholic Church, …’
I don’t like that. It used to read (in the older red
Service Book and Hymnal) ‘The Holy
Christian* Church.’” My response was to invite
him to meet in my office where we took copies
of each hymnal off my shelf and looked more
carefully at what was printed. Here’s where we
both learned something. From his perspective,
the use of “catholic” in the creed referred to
Roman Catholic. Here is where capital letters
make a distinct and nuanced difference. We
observed that the “catholic” used in the LBW
creed used a small “c” for “catholic” and a
capital “C” for “Church.” Likewise, in the older
hymnal the * next to “Christian” had a footnote
that read, “the original and generally accepted
text reads “The Holy catholic Church.” He
seemed relieved by this new information but
ultimately, we agreed to disagree. He still didn’t
like the change and continued to use
“Christian” whenever he confessed the
Apostles’ Creed. I’m guessing he didn’t like how
the new Red ELW hymnal also continued the
practice of using “c.” He also didn’t like how, at
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various times during the worship service, I
made the sign of the cross (he thought it was
too “C”atholic. He also didn’t like that there
were different versions of the Lord’s Prayer. We
had many interesting conversations about all
these topics during our time together. BTW –
despite our differences we got along just fine.
All of this brings us back full circle to the
historical bit where I began this article about
Irenaeus, the Bishop of Lyons. To confess “I
believe in the holy catholic Church” is to affirm
our unity in the Body of Christ – to ALL who
profess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of ALL.
We often mistakenly think that in order for the
church to be united, we must all agree. What a
boring church that would be! Because, as the
Apostle Paul famously states in Galatians 3:28,
“there is no longer Jew or Greek, slave or free,
male or female,” we think that we must agree in
all things. In so thinking, we mistake
differences for divisions. Christ has not done
away with our differences. Christ has overcome
the power of our differences to divide us. The
“holy catholic Church” is united not by the fact
that we are all the same, but because Christ
Jesus has made us all children of God through
faith (Gal. 3:26).
I grew up in a household that regularly
discussed politics and other important (and,
yes, divisive) issues around the dining room
table. The same has always been true at our
annual deer camp at our Wisconsin farm.
Whether family or lifelong friends (or
strangers, neighbors, or …?) I celebrate and
daily live into this rich diversity. We are not too
young or old to understand that disagreeing
need not be the same as being divided.

In Christ,
Pastor Mark

Lutheran Disaster Relief Response
Covid Updates
The Zion Lutheran
Church Council (ZLC)
has approved the new
Center for Disease
Control (CDC) and
Minnesota Department
of Health (MDH)
guidelines regarding
Covid-19 prevention
when you enter our
building or participate in
any church activities.
CDC Guidance - current
status (at the time of
print) for Koochiching
County is high.
Those participating in
worship or other church
activities are to use their
own judgement based on
their personal risk level
and risk tolerance.
People may choose to
wear a mask at any time.
People who are not
feeling well should take
advantage of online
worship.

Campsite underwater on Kabetogama Lake, NPS.
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Council Minutes From April
Attendance: Carol Schumacher- President, Shawn Kelly-Vice President, Doug AndersonTreasurer, June Wilson- Secretary, Pastor Mark, Len Peterson, Marva Fairchild, Patti Indahl,
Leslie Kelly
Absent: Tawnya Schoewe, Brooke Joslyn
Devotions: Shawn Kelly- Rebuild your Faith During Life Struggles
Approve minutes from March - It was motioned by Patti Indahl and seconded by Leslie Kelly,
motion carried.
President Report:
• Tawnya sends Joe the newsletter and Joe prints them. Maybe get volunteers to make the
copies. Suggestion by Pastor Mark maybe Morgan Schoewe?
• Newsletters can be seen in color on the website or even sent to you by email. Save on paper
costs.
• Constitution Bylaws- the board started going through it and had discussion.
• Date to install new members will be Sunday May 15, 2022.
Pastor Mark’s Report:
• April 3 - Baptism Helen Jeanne Corrin
• Confirmation resumed meetings on March 2, 2022 Attendance has been 9-17 kids. There have
been some conflicts in attending due to sports, skating, dance etc. Need to have more
structure and goals if not attending. Such as attending a Sunday service and doing a
confirmation sheet during the service.
• Release Time Update: grades 2-4. Currently we have 8 students from Zion.
• First Communion Orientation April 3
• Vacation Bible School is set for August 7-11 with First Lutheran Church it will be held at Zion.
Needed 2-3 adult helpers from each church. Invite older youth to mentor and help with VBS.
Meals and snacks will be provided. 3 Counselors provided by Camp Onamia ($700 per
Counselor) plus mileage, meals, and lodging. Zion Education Committee will partner with
First Lutheran church to plan logistics.
• Continuing Education - Extravaganza w/ELCA Youth Ministry Network
• Newsletter is now posted on website with current information
• Vacation (5weeks per year): Spring Turkey Hunt (WI Farm) - week after Easter (7 days),
BWCA Canoe Trip-Memorial Day Weekend (7 days)

Continued on page 5
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Council Minutes From April Continued
Committee Reports:
Evangelism:
• Talk about the website
• Worship in the park this summer
• Talk with Lee Grim to raise $ for Ukraine Direct Faith Unity Around this Relief
Worship/Music:
• Will meet after Easter/planned Easter Brunch
Stewardship:
• Doug - Pam by the next newsletter
Education:
• They need to meet and get a working group
Property & Grounds:
• Garbage Disposal switch is burned out in the kitchen
• Waiting from Shannon’s for training on the boilers
Devotions for next council meeting: Patti Indahl

Next meeting will be Tuesday May 3, 2022 - Minutes Submitted by: June C Wilson

Dock underwater near Crane Lake, MN, NPS.
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Scripture Readings For June
June 5
On Pentecost, we celebrate that we have been given
an Advocate to accompany us. Poured out in wind
and fire, water, wine, and bread, the Holy Spirit
abides in and among us. We give thanks that God
speaks to each of us, no matter our origins,
language, or life path. Filled with the Spirit of truth,
we go out from worship to proclaim the saving
power of Christ’s love and the freedom of God’s
grace with all the world.
Acts 2:1-21
Genesis 11:1-9 (alternate)
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Romans 8:14-17
Acts 2:1-21 (alternate)
John 14:8-17 [25-27]

June 19
This Sunday’s texts paint startling pictures of the
horrific nature of sin. The church’s repeated
celebration of holy communion counters that tragic
reality in a continued showing forth of the death of
Jesus until he comes again. It is a dramatic
declaration of “how much God has done for you.”
Isaiah 65:1-9
Psalm 22:19-28
Galatians 3:23-29
Luke 8:26-39

June 26
We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’
call to follow him an invitation to freedom. This is
freedom to revel in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace,
and patience. This is freedom to not be imprisoned
June 12
by anything that would keep us from the fullness of
“O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all
the life God has given us. This is the path of life.
the earth!” Today we celebrate the holy Trinity. Paul
1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21
writes that through Jesus we have peace with God,
Psalm 16
whose love pours into our hearts through the Holy
Galatians 5:1, 13-25
Spirit, giving us lasting hope. We celebrate the
Luke 9:51-62
gracious One-in-Three, eternal Three-in-One, as we
worship in community; as we share water and word,
bread and wine; and as we bring God’s love and
hope to our neighbors.
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Psalm 8
Romans 5:1-5
John 16:12-15

Dock flooded
and damaged
by high water
levels,
Namakan
Lake, NPS.
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Ways To Give Back
Simply Giving
Simply Giving is way to online
financially support the church
through direct deposit.
Radio Broadcasts
Radio sponsorships are
available for the Sunday
morning worship service and
the cost is $90. Please contact
the church if you can help.
Newsletter
We are seeking content for the
newsletter. Please send your
items by the due date in the
calendar to:
newsletter.zionlutheran@gmai
l.com.
Flowers for the
Chancel Area
Flower sponsorships are
available for the Sunday
morning worship service.
Contact the florist of your
choice to order, then make
arrangements to bring or have
them delivered. Please let us
know in advance so that we
can acknowledge the gift in
Sunday’s bulletin.

Sundays
The church is in needs of
ushers, readers at service,
being a communion steward,
assisting with live-streaming,
and assisting with leading
Sunday worship services.
Please let us know if you
can help.
Community Cafe
Volunteers
The Community Cafe is once
again asking for volunteers
(please see our calendar for
times listed). If you are able to
volunteer one or more
evenings a month, please call
the church office at (218) 2839865. If you are in need of
Community Cafe meals, call
(218) 285-7225 p.m. on Cafe
day. Meals can be picked up
between 5 and 6 pm Tuesdays
and Thursdays from the
kitchen window.

Email Us
pastormarkzion@gmail.com,
(To confidentially contact Pastor Mark)
newsletter.zionlutheran@gmai
l.com
(For information or
requests regarding the
monthly newsletter)
joe.zionlutheran@gmai
l.com
(For worship and
music, Sunday bulletin
information/
announcements, etc.)
bookkeeper.zionlutheran@gmail.
com
(For questions or concerns regarding church
bookkeeping or
accounts payable
concerns)
contributions.zionlutheran@gm
ail.com
(For Simply Giving inquiries, questions
about a contribution or
giving statement, etc.)
membership.zionlutheran@gm
ail.com
For member info
changes (address,
phone number,
forwarding address,
etc.)
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June Calendar
Sunday

5
9:30 am
Worship Service

Monday

6
9 am
Counters

Tuesday

7
1:30 pm ODC

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

8

9
6:30 pm
Al-Anon

10

11

15
4:00 pm
Social Concerns/
Stewardship
Committee

16
6:30 pm
Al-Anon

17

18

22

23
6:30 pm
Al-Anon

24

25

1:30 pm Al-Anon
7 pm
Worship Service

5 pm
Women’s closed AA
Meeting
7 pm
Church Council Mtg
7:30 pm AA

12
9:30 am
Worship Service

13
9 am
Counters

14
1:30 pm ODC
1:30 pm Al-Anon

7 pm
Worship

5 pm
Women’s closed AA
Meeting
7:30 AA

19
9:30 am
Worship Service

20
9 am
Counters

21
1:30 pm ODC
1:30 pm Al-Anon

7 pm
Worship Service

4—7 pm
Community Cafe

4 - 7 pm Community
Café
5 pm
Women’s closed AA
Meeting
7 pm AA

26
9:30 am
Worship Service

7 pm
Worship Service

27
9 am
Counters

28
1:30 pm Al-Anon
5 pm
Women’s closed AA
Meeting
7 pmAA
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29

30

Things To Do - Come Join Us!
Sand Bagging for Flooding
Volunteers are needed across the county to bag and assist local residents. If you can spare time, please
call Koochiching County for locations.
Zion Lutheran Church Women's News and Notes
The devotional in our May/June issue of our Gather magazine is entitled “Across the Generations:, one
act of welcome can beget another. Despite differences in ages, religions, races, cultures, backgrounds,
nationalities, and beliefs, we are all called to engage one another in care and love. This month look for
places in your life where you can be the hands and feet of Christ to your neighbors.
Summer Convention Gathering
The Northeast Minnesota Women’s organizations’ 2022 summer gathering will be held on Monday, June
6 through Wednesday June 8 at Sugar Lake Lodge, Grand Rapids, MN. If you are interested in attending,
call Donna at 283-2401 for registration information. The cost is $85.
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Save the Date!

Save the Date!

Save the Date!

Vacation Bible School
In partnership with First Lutheran Church, Zion will supercharge your summer with a whole lot of
learning and fun. Three college age counselors from ELCA Camp Onomia will work with Zion and First
Lutheran Church to provide a week-long camp experience at Zion Lutheran Church for this exciting week
of activities.
Monday, August 7 – Thursday, August 11 from 9 am - 3 pm
Grades 1-4 at Zion and First Lutheran Church
We are seeking mentors and volunteers:
• 3 adult helpers
• High school age helpers to mentor their younger peers
• Help provide and prepare a noon lunch and snacks for
all participants
• Provide help setting up and cleaning up after each
day session

First and Zion Spring Release Time Education Wrap Up
Thank you to the kids who made our release time education so fun. We had 10 kids and two confirmation
student helpers who regularly attended. We started meeting during Holy Week with an emphasis on the
Easter story and later Jesus’ miracles. We enjoyed snacks, played games, did testament jumping jacks, and
had several Bible scholars contests. We sang our hearts out, singing old favorites and a couple new ones we
made up ourselves. We also watched You Tube “Beginners Bible” videos, a series I highly recommend. We
played games with Bible verses, hopefully inspiring some further Bible exploration. Oh, did we have fun!
Thank you to Joe Belanger, who helped make our music time special. Thank you to Lynn and Carol
Belanger, who bought, prepared, and served all the after-school lunches for us (pizza is still the unilateral
favorite). Thank you to Wanda Pelland for the special treats. Thanks to Pastor Joe, and confirmation
students (Cheznee Skrien and Hayden Foss) who provided guidance and leadership each week—it means so
much for the kids to hear your wise words. All your contributions helped make our time together more
meaningful. We plan on participating in the May 22 worship service to show some of our work. The kids are
excited to explain their, “Ask Me” stories music and art. If you missed this service it will be archived and
available on the livestream for later viewing. Stay tuned in our newsletter for Save the Date information for
Vacation Bible School later this summer starting August 7-14, 2022.
It has been a pleasure to get to know your kids and share this time with them.
Thanks release time teachers: Carol Schumacher, Brooke Joslyn, and Marva Fairchild
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Lifelong Learning
Graduates walk across the stage in cap and gown, receiving diplomas or degrees and pausing for pictures.
The celebration marks the end of a time of learning and a transition to a time of doing.
New jobs require orientation and more practical learning, but soon the employees are proficient at their
work. The sheet metal apprentice becomes the expert journeyman. The accountant sees no more surprises
in tax preparation. The retail worker masters the merchandise, the computer system, and dealing with
difficult customers.
This movement from learning to knowing is not limited to work. We learn about civic issues and come to
know where we stand. We learn about our faith and come to solid beliefs about our values. We learn about
ourselves and who we are as people and settle into a sense of our own identity. One could call this process
of learning and knowing through experience “lifelong learning.”
Jesus gives us an image of the Holy Spirit as teacher. But the Holy Spirit is not just any teacher; the Holy
Spirit can teach us everything! The implication is that lifelong learning is less about information and more
about what it means to be human, less about training and more about our relationship with God.
How do we experience the teaching of the Holy Spirit? Perhaps it is in the surprises of grace where
someone’s generosity overwhelms us. Maybe it is in the nudges of knowing when an uncomfortable
question opens up a place for us to reflect on our prejudices. Sometimes the font or table softens our heart
in just the right moment to find a path for forgiveness.
With this promise of the Holy Spirit Jesus also leaves the gift of his peace, that in our learning and
growing we may also know the peace that “surpasses all understanding” (Philippians 4:7).

Congratulations to all the graduates this year!

11

May Council Minutes
Attending – Leslie Kelly, Shawn Kelly, Patti Indahl, Len Peterson, Carol Schumacher,
and Pastor Mark
Meeting called to order by Carol; devotions given by Patti. Her message was “be grateful.” When
you are asked how are you – answer with I’m grateful. The message is be grateful for all the good
you have in your life and also for all the bad you don’t have!
April minutes were tabled until next meeting for lack of a quorum.
Treasurer’s Report:
Pam had emailed that our account stands at $15,837.08 with the dedicated funds account at
$41,647.45 and all bills currently paid. There was an error in a calculation which required all
information to be recorded all over again. Kris is helping Pam get this done. This should be
completed in time for a more detailed report by the June meeting.
President’s Report:
The letter from Todd Janssen was read by Carol, requesting the return of the $500 in the
dedicated account that has been for his Dad Roy’s funeral. Todd will donate $100 of the amount to
the church for the purchase of the Snow Joe battery operated snowblower. He stated that they will
use the remainder to have a 100th birthday party for Roy at the Rainer Hall since he doesn’t feel
that a church funeral is feasible due to Covid restrictions. We will vote on his request at the
next meeting.

The request from Joe to revise the April minutes does not need a vote and is simply an edit for
confidential employee information and will be honored.
Report from Ted Saxton on the Website issue:
Our website is fine except for certain things that are not being updated, such as funeral
announcements and events held at church. Ted could develop a new website for us that he would
update when needed or he could train someone to do the updates on our existing site. The costs
for the new site would be somewhere between $800 and $2000 and the training while keeping
our current site would be $75/hour. We may have him attend a future council meeting to answer
any questions but for now we feel we don’t have the income to do either. We encourage people to
visit our website and also to let us know if anyone has an interest in working on it.
Synod assembly report from Shawn and Leslie:
Both enjoyed the weekend, though they were surprised at how busy they were! There were plenty
of meetings and small group discussions and they enjoyed meeting new people, though there
weren’t many their age. A few younger people sought them out so that was good. There was a
request from Bishop Amy to go back home and spread the message that we need to “play well”
together and that there should be no shouting at council meetings! They enjoyed talks from the
several speakers and voted on proposals for lay leadership, youth leadership, and having our
churches reduce our carbon footprints.
Continued on page 13
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May Council Minutes Continued
A discussion was held about our recycling bins which are in a back room and should be more visible.

Pastor’s Report:
Pastor reported on a successful First communion and confirmation, which will continue for three more
sessions, May 4, 11 and 18. Attendance has been good. Release time classes will continue at the same
time and that attendance has been around 10, though the week of the snow and the bomb scare
lowered the number to three. We have invited First youth to come as well.
VBS will be in August – more to come with the news that we will have help from Camp Onamia
counselors to provide an exciting week of activities for both Zion and First youth. The dates are August
8 – 11, so mark your calendars. Mentors and volunteers are encouraged to come forward!
Social Concerns Task Force will be meeting in May and Tim Gerlach and Ward Merrill will be working
to recruit others. This group will be promoting service projects for confirmands and adult members.
Ukranian refugee relief dinner will be held at the Elks Club on Wednesday May 25 from 5 to 7 pm. A
contact for anyone wanting to help with this event is 286-5649 or email ravenlhg@gmail.com. That is
for Leland Grim who is spearheading this project. (Carol is working on a grant proposal for housing for
a refugee family from Ukraine that is offered by the Blandin Foundation).
Evangelism meets May 11 from 1:30 – 2:30 pm.
Installation for Council Members is May 15 at the morning service
Graduation Sunday is May 22 – graduates will be receiving prayer shawls to mark this milestone.
Committee Reports:
• Worship reported on a good Easter service and brunch which was well-attended and enjoyed – it
felt like “old times!”
• Evangelism meets next week; Education has a meeting planned, (date to be determined)
• Stewardship meets again in June
• Property- Shawn asked if they could get a Menard’s credit card or have use of the church card or if
they could get a debit card to use for purchases under the limit allowed by the Constitution. This
would facilitate work that needs to be done, including the fix on the back door, which has rusted
and also the gutter problem which is causing black mold issues. Bids are coming for both. High and
Dry Gutter is giving us a fix for the gutter which has many holes. The railing issue for communion
stewards will be looked at by Don Belanger who proposed a ramp in place of a railing, making it
easier for people to access the altar carrying heavy communion trays.
Next meeting will be June 7.
Devotions will be by Leslie.
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:20 pm.
Submitted by Carol for June.
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June Crossword Puzzle

Flooding, west end of Kabetogama Lake, NPS.
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Recipe Corner
Baked Hawaiian Chicken

1 cup of chicken, cut
Mike 1/4 tsp. paprika, garlic powder, and onion powder together
Grease a casserole dish
Place chicken in dish and sprinkle with powders
Drain 1 (20 oz.) can pineapple, save juice and add 2—3 tblsp. of low–
sodium soy sauce and baste chicken with sauce
Pour pineapple chunks over the top
Bake 1 hour
Serve with rice

Chuckles

Lena: “You cannot guess
what I made for lunch.”
Ole: “No, that may be so,
but put it on the table and I
will try.”
——————————————
….My husband has been
named “MAN OF THE
YEAR.”
…..Well that shows what
kind of year its been.
——————————————Food For Thought

Crunchy Tossed Salad
In a tight-fitting jar combine the following ingredients

You are never too old and it
is never too late.

1/2 cup vegetable oil
1/4 cup sugar
2 tbsps. sugar
1 tsp salt

——————————————

Happy Father’s
Day to all the
dads in the world!

1/4 tsp. pepper
Shake well and chill
Just before serving; combine:
1 large head of iceberg lettuce
6 bacon strips sliced (cooked and crumbled, may use bacon bits)
1/3 cup toasted almonds
1/4 cup toasted sesame seeds
4 green onions, sliced
Add the dressing and toss. Top with 3/4 cup chow mien noodles
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Return Service Requested

Who’s Who
Newsletter Mailings!
Have You Moved?
Please let us know If you
have an address change —
temporary or permanent.
Electronic Version?
Please let us know as this
helps reduce the cost and
time for mailings.

Pastor
Music Director
Mark Peters
Joe Belanger
pastormarkzion@gmail.com
(651) 247-9155 (cell)

Zion Chimes
Donna Barg

Office Hours:
Monday through Thursday
9:00 am to 12:00 pm, or by appointment
Contributors to June newsletter:
All are welcome to contribute, the deadline is in the calendar.
Thank you to this month’s contributors:
Pastor Mark
Donna Barg

