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Have you ever felt instantly old?  You know what I mean ñlike when 

your child goes off to their first day of school or how about this ñ

when your youngest has the nerve to turn twenty, no longer a 

teenager.  It was bad enough when your eldest did that.  Now you 

feel òoldó.  Then suddenly, itõs your grandson turning 20 and great-

grand -children are on the horizon, if they havenõt already arrived 

via your grand -daughter having turned twenty a few years earlier.  

Now youõre really  feeling òoldó.  Youõre not the thirty year old 

checking the mirror for a wrinkle anymore cause you donõt even 

have to look in the mirror to know thereõs a multitude of them. 

 

So, how old is too old?  Noah was over 600 years old when God 

commanded him to build an ark.  Abraham was about 130 years 

old when Sarah, who was herself over 100, bore him a son just as 

God had promised.  Moses was about 80 when he parted the Red 

Sea and then led the Israelites through the wilderness for another 40 

years.  Lifespans in the New Testament were considerably shorter 

whatever their means of passing, yet they served Christ until the 

end.  One is never too old to serve our Lord.  

 

While you may not be able to do all you used to do, you still have a 

great deal to offer.  Try wisdom for one.  We elders may not always 

get credit for all our many life experiences but we have certainly 

built up enough of them to serve us and others well.  How can you 

best make use of that wealth of knowledge?  And please note that 

all of this is true at any  age ñfor you are an òelderó to somebody.  

You may discover that one of the new NALC bible studies, òGraying 

in Grace: Becoming Mature Disciples of Jesus Christó is one way to 

get started.  Find it on the NALC website at www.thenalc.org    

 

Part of the responsibility of the WNALC Council and the Council 

Teams is to help the women in your congregation.  In some cases it 

may be to assist you to develop a womenõs group.  In other 

instances it may be to support your active womenõs group in any 

way we can.  Sometimes it may be that you help us so that we can 

share your fine ideas with other womenõs groups.  

 

The best way we can stay connected is when you provide an 

annual update on the information for your congregationsõ 

womenõs group, using the Annual Information Sheet enclosed in this 

newsletter.  Itõs also located on the WNALC website at 

www.wnalc.org  where you may also find that perfect idea youõve 

been looking for. No obligation is involved beyond one of mutually 

seeking to serve the ministry of Jesus Christ, at any age.   

In Christ, 

Linda Brower, WNALC Chair  

2017 - 2018  

Womenôs Council 

http://www.thenalc.org
http://www.wnalc.org
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At our Annual Gathering in August 2017, we as 

The Women of the NALC voted to support two 

Missions this year with our Mission Banks 

program. The Mission Bank year runs from the 

Gathering in August until May 31 st. We selected 

one International recipient and one National 

recipient with all offering received being equally 

divided between them.  

 

The International Mission Bank Recipient is NALC 

Global Workers, the Ekka Family :  

 

Pastor Nijhar MinzȤEkka serves in North Central 

India with her family. She is married to Pastor 

Neeraj Ekka. They are thriving with their four 

children. The Ekkas have lived in this part of 

India most of their lives and feel blessed to 

return to work there. Together, they serve in the 

North Western Gossner Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, primarily at Navin Doman Theological 

College.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 - 2018 Mission Banks Recipients  

The National Mission Bank Recipient is NALC 
Disaster Response:  

 

Our NALC Disaster Response team has been 

working overtime with the four hurricanes 

and the wild fires out West. Every donation 

that they receive goes immediately into the 

hands of people in need. There is no 

administrative overhead or stock piles; it is an 

in and out system. Your donations are greatly 

needed as there is still much work to be done 

for the lives in the affected areas to be 

restored to wholeness.  

 

Last year, our gifts to Mission Banks totaled 

$9226.50.  In light of how great the needs are, 

I am sure we can surpass the $10,000.00 mark 

this year. We have been shown much grace 

and favor, we are blessed to be a blessing. If 

you havenõt been collecting coins 

individually or in your Circles for your Mission 

Banks, now is a good time to simply write a 

check to:  

WNALC                                                                                                                        

c/o North American Lutheran Church                                                                                           

2299 Palmer Drive, Suite 220                                                                                                 

New Brighton, MN 55112 -2202 

 
Write òWNALC Mission Bankó in Memo Line. 

 

In Christ, 

Jacqui El Torro  

WNALC Council & Missions Team  

 

 

 

 

May we all daily continue to  

PRAY for missions,  

PRAISE God for the work He is accomplishing and 

GIVE THANKS with a coin offering to help further 

Godõs kingdom on earth. 
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§ How do you and your congregation serve in 

your community and the larger community?  

Do you set annual goals?  Do you have 

established programs?  How do you train 

young people and Sunday School classes to 

serve others?  How do the men and the 

women serve?  Are they growing in their faith?  

§ Through NALC Disaster Response, you and 

each member of your congregation is able to 

reach out and serve in the name of Jesus 

Christ. 

§ By developing a Missions Calendar annually 

and by partnering with NALC Disaster 

Response volunteers, you are able to identify 

families significantly in need and be prepared 

to serve these families who have been vetted 

through a qualified case manager.  

§ Each congregation member has a role in 

service which will grow their faith and your 

leadership is able to help define that role.  

First step:  Please encourage each congregation 

member to pray to God for guidance in their 

service.  No one is too young or old to serve God.  

Second step:   Identify opportunities for service, by 

group collaboration or individual opportunities.  

See Disaster Warehouse needs on next page.  

Third step:   Pray to God for guidance in each of 

these opportunities for the congregation.  

Fourth step:   Identify resources to meet the needs 

of those who need your help.  

Fifth step:   Meet with NALC Disaster Response to 

confirm your mission calendar for the year, finalize 

your goals for your mission projects, start 

connecting with the families who need you.  

Sixth step:  Go forth and Serve!  

 

Your Help Is Needed With NALC Disaster Response  
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Sample Mission Calendar:  as part of your goal 

setting, select projects monthly or quarterly or    

bi -annually or annually.  

January ð March - Schedule a mission trip/ 

servant event to the NALC Disaster Warehouse  

in Caldwell, Ohio. Collect flood buckets, health 

kits, baby care kits, quilts/blankets, winter coats/

hats/gloves.  

April ð June - Sponsor a òMission Sundayó or 

òDisaster Response Sundayó by  collecting gift 

cards from Home Depot, Lowes, Wal -Mart,  

which will help provide home repairs and many 

other needs for families who cannot afford them. 

Ask for a NALC Disaster Response Sunday Flyer.  

July ð September -   Promote disaster 

preparedness month through Sunday Schools 

and congregation. Form a Disaster Volunteer 

Team and sign up for training. Attend a mission 

trip/servant event.  

October ð December -  Collect furniture, 

appliances, household items, school supplies, 

new toys for Christmas, gift cards, and other 

items needed by the families you are serving. 

Support the Disaster Warehouse to assist families 

for the holidays.  

Serving with you,  

Mary Bates  

NALC Disaster Response Coordinator  

740-509-1132    DisasterResponse@theNALC.org  
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DEAR MARY, 

 

OUR CHURCH/GROUP WOULD LIKE TO COMMIT TO 

THE FOLLOWING WAYS TO HELP: (PLEASE CHECK)  

 

Ɗ SPONSOR A òSERVANT SUNDAYó AT OUR 

CHURCH by collecting Wal -Mart, Lowes, and 

Home Depot gift cards  to help us build 

Wheelchair Ramps , provide Home Maintenance 

& Repairs  for disaster -impacted families who 

cannot afford materials. Please mail gift cards to:  
 NALC Disaster Response                

 P.O. Box 176  

 Caldwell, OH 43724   
 Month__________ 

 

Ɗ Sign up for Disaster Preparedness Training.  

 Month__________ 

 

Ɗ We would like to send a mission youth or adult 

group to southern Ohio to volunteer for a day or 

a full week.    
 Month __________ 
 

Recruitment/Structure :  Volunteer to be 

appointed to the NALC Disaster Task Force =  two 

points of contact in each mission district, the 

Women of the NALC, and Youth representatives.  

 

Disaster preparedness training  will be made 

available for all congregations in each Mission 

District.  Case Management, Donations 

Management, Volunteer Coordination, and 

Christian Spiritual Care training will be provided.  

Additionally, Congregational Disaster Plans, 

Family Preparedness training, and Active Shooter 

training will be provided.   

 

Servant event  mission trips may be scheduled for 

the NALC Youth and adults at any time.  Any 

week  may be selected by a congregation.  The 

HARP Mission will host events in the national 

disaster warehouse.   The Disaster Coordinator will 

Your Help Is Needed With NALC Disaster Response, cont.  
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coordinate events at sites of Active disasters.  

Youth will learn how to volunteer during times 

of disaster, sharing the love of Jesus.   

 

A Family Preparedness Project will be 

encouraged during the month of September, 

National Disaster Preparedness Month .   Each 

congregation will be encouraged to construct 

Family Survival Kits. 

 

The Disaster Coordinator will attend additional 

conferences/convocations as requested, at 

the mission district level.  

 

At least one Donations Management event will 

be held for congregations, providing 

congregational members with the opportunity 

to construct flood buckets, health kits and 

collect additional items needed during times of 

disaster.  Congregations will be asked to 

identify storage in their mission districts.   A NALC 

Disaster Response Sunday will be promoted, for 

the last Sunday of August, collecting gift cards 

and  òStuff the Truckó, at annual and mission 

district convocations.  

 
OTHER WAYS TO HELP_________________________ 

 

 

SEND THIS FORM TO MARY BATES,  

NALC DISASTER REPSONSE COORDINATOR: 

 

 NALC Disaster Response                

 P.O. Box 176  

 Caldwell, OH 43724   

Or 

 Call at: 740 -509-1132     

 Email at: DisasterResponse@theNALC.org  



ONE  cloth bag or backpack  

FOUR notebooks of wide or college -ruled paper, 

no loose -leaf paper  

ONE  blunt scissors 

ONE  ruler 

ONE  pencil sharpener  

SIX    new pencils  

ONE  eraser,              
PLUS: ---------------------------------------------  

TWELVE sheets assorted construction paper &  

ONE  box of 16 or 24 crayons for elementary  

OR ONE Calculator for high school (LABEL Handle) 

                 

 

ONE bath towel  

ONE wash cloth  

TWO bars of soap, in original wrapping  

ONE toothbrush  

ONE pack of dental floss  

ONE tube of toothpaste (two if sample size)  

ONE comb  

ONE deodorant  

TWO lightweight cotton t -shirts  

TWO long - or short -sleeved gowns or sleepers  

TWO receiving blankets, medium -weight 

cotton or flannel, or crocheted or knitted   

with lightweight yarn, up to 52ó square 

FOUR cloth diapers, flat fold preferred  

ONE jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a  

hood, or include a baby cap  

TWO pairs of socks  

ONE hand towel, any color  

TWO or three bath -size bars of gentle soap 

equaling 8 to 9 oz, any brand, in original wrap  

TWO diaper pins or large safety pins  

ONE 5 gallon bucket with lid  

TWO large trash bags  

Comet or scouring cleanser  

PineSol or liquid floor cleaner  

Scrub brush  

Dust Mask (N -95 recommended)  

Rubber gloves  

Broom  

Rakes, shovels, hoes ð debris removal tools  

 

 

ANY Size Quilt or Blanket including  

fabric printed with religious, patriotic,  

& military symbols.  

NEW 

and 

USED 

HOME DEPOT 

LOWEõS  

WALMART 

TARGET 

Send MATERIAL & GIFTCARD 

Donations to:  

NALC Disaster Warehouse  

810 Main Street  

Caldwell, OH   43724  

Send MONETARY Donations to:  

NALC Disaster Response  

2299 Palmer Drive, Suite 220  

New Brighton, MN 55112 -2202 

Mary Bates  

NALC Disaster Response Coordinator  

DisasterResponse@theNALC.org  

740-509-1132 


