This Christmas Vacation, 


we have watched a fair number of videos, 


and would you  believe that most of them were Disney related.  

For the most part, 


I am reliving my childhood, 



because they are old titles.  



But the movies are new.  

How can that be?  


It is called the remake.  

We have watched Dumbo and Aladin with Eva.  


But they are not the Dumbo and Aladin my parents showed me.  

I don't know if they are better, 


but they are different with live action people 


and computer generated graphics 



than they were with just animation.  

Now as Eva and I are reading the full story of Pinnochio, 


which we also watched this week, 



I am finding out that Disney did not tell the full whole story there either.  
But you can only fit so much into 90 minutes 



and Pinnochio took much longer than I thought to become a good boy.

I share this with you, 


because John's message is like this in our passage today.  

On first read, 


John sounds very confused.  

He starts out in verse 7, 


“I am not writing you a new command, 



but an old one...



This old command is the message you have heard.  


Yet I am writing you a new command”.  

So which is it John, 


old or new?  

Back in the gospel of John, 


John laid out the command, 


“A new command I give you: 




Love one another. 




As I have loved you, 





so you must love one another.”  


But this is the same command we heard from Leviticus to start the service.  



So it really is not all that new.  




It was in the first five books of Moses.  



So why is John claiming that it is new?

For the same reasons that people are paying to go see the remakes of Aladin 


and Dumbo, 

even though they have VHS copies at home.  


It is not because they don't have the technology to watch the tapes, 



so this is the only way to see the movie.  


It is because this remake 



in theory has more to tell us about the characters we already know and love.

God has called us to love one another from the start.  


But we had always but boundaries on that love.  



We would love our children 




and at times be willing to lay down our lives for them.  



We would occasionally have someone 




who was willing to give up their life for a close friend.  


But the idea of loving like Jesus loved was unfathomable.  



How could we hope to lay down our life?  



Why would we even think of loving our enemy?  



Would we die 




so that people who were completely different than us 





could live?  


What Jesus did 



was take loving others 




to a dimension we had never before considered.  

Now prior to Jesus coming, 


we had loved our families, 


our countries, 



served them both with all that we had 



and thought that was the highest we could attain.  

But we found ourselves incapable of loving everyone that way.  


Even the best, 


well intentioned communities ran into one of two problems.  



Either a, 




they did well 




and then someone came along and took the fruits of that community 





and destoyed the people in it.  



Or B, 




in order to protect themselves,





 the original intentions of the communities were set aside 





to protect what they had created.  
Our ability to hold out to the power of love 


to the third and fourth generation never happened.

Then Jesus came and dwelt among us.  

God came.  


In the weakest position possible.  



As a baby, 




born to a young carpenter couple 





who were not able to secure a room in their hometown.  

This is how the light broke in.  


The same way everyone else broke in.  



Without all the blessings and perks of being royalty.  

But by the end, 


the results put every other kingdom to shame.  



The ruler of this world, 




death and sin, 





could not over come him.  



Why?  




Because of the way he engaged with the world.  



He served the world through love.  




Despite power and instant acclaim being offered, 




Jesus stuck to the long hard road of service 





to win the world over.  



Ultimately laying down his life for the world.

So yes, 


we had loved one another.  

But we had not explored the full depth of what loving one another entails.  

This is one of the challenges that marriage and family has for us in this life.  


We want to believe we could love everyone unconditionally.  


But God knows that the sin and brokenness 



make that dangerous and hard.  

So in giving the gifts of marriage and family to us, 


God has encouraged us to explore the full depths of love 



with one other person, 



letting down all the walls we are able to, 




to explore the depths of love.  

In the fully realized kingdom of heaven, 


where sin and death no longer exist, 



we will be able to love the whole world 




in the same way we get a taste of with our spouse.  
But until then, 


we have a safe place to explore the wonders of love, 



being encouraged in its goodness and light, 



and then sharing that light with others around us.  


Because we have tested it with our spouse 



and seen the world changing different such love makes.  

We can do this, 


because the darkness is passing 


and the true light, 



Jesus' life and death, 




is already shining for us to see and follow.

Now if we claim to know this love of Jesus well, 


to be in the light with Jesus, 



but we hate a brother or sister,



we can not claim to be in the light.  

The only way you can hate someone, 


is to have conditions on your love.  


Jesus had no conditions on his love.  



It was offered to all 




and there was and is nothing you could do 





to change what Jesus has already done.  

So when we find ourselves saying 


that there is no way that God can do anything of value with our enemy, 



we are putting limits on God 



and limits on the people God would take into his Kingdom

.

When we love our brothers and sisters without limits, 


without excluding them because of what they done, 


and instead loving them because of what their Lord has done, 



we walk in the light 




and we will not stumble when they make yet another mistake,




 hurt us yet again, 




bring shame to our name.  



We will continue to love them.  

Love is the preferred way, 


because of what the Disney version of Pinnochio brought out 



in what it called pleasure island.



The book calls it the Island of Fools.  

The boys were brought there 


and encouraged to do what ever they wanted.  



To listen to no one, 



and fulfill their every whim and pleasure.  

They progressively get more and more violent, 


let down more and more restraints, 



and are soon fighting each other for fun, 



drinking and smoking, 



and not caring for one another.  

Within a few hours

or months in the book, 


many of them have turned into donkeys.  



At which point they don't know anything, 



can no longer speak, 



and are being shipped to work in the complete darkness of the salt mine.  

This was the progression that John sees occurring 


when we hate our brother or sister.  

As we walk in the darkness, 


we become progressively more comfortable about not having a light 



to show us what is happening.  


We can ignore how ugly things are becoming, 



and just move along in the darkness, 




because we are now blind 




and do not remember what it is like to live in the light.

Pinnochio gets out of his situation 


because the light shines 


and he is able to still see what he is becoming 



before it is too late.  

He sees that Lampwick is growing a tail 


and remembers that is not what he wants to be.  


He wants to be a real boy.  

So he is suddenly ready to leave this life of pleasure behind, 


even if it means jumping off a cliff into the cold sea, 


because he wants to have the love of his Papa again.  

But not all were that lucky.  


Many were loaded onto the ship 


and taken to the salt mine.

So while we think we know about love 


and what it means.  

I hope we never get tired of being challenged to go a little deeper 


and see the depths to which the love of God extends.  

I promise you 


as long as you are exploring that path, 



you will never stumble or fall, 


because the light is there on the road with you.

This remade version of deeper love


will be way better than anything you could have made on your own.

That I know for sure.
7 Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you have had since the beginning. This old command is the message you have heard. 8 Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him and in you, because the darkness is passing and the true light is already shining.
9 Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother or sister[b] is still in the darkness.10 Anyone who loves their brother and sister[c] lives in the light, and there is nothing in them to make them stumble. 11 But anyone who hates a brother or sister is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness. They do not know where they are going, because the darkness has blinded them.

