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COVID-19 - Risk Mitigation for Festivals and Events
Directions for Festival/Event Organizers in Assessing Risk
Follow the steps below to assess risk associated with your event and to document applicable risk
mitigation measures.
1. Review ‘Overview of Planning Assumptions and Risk Mitigation Strategies’ and additional
links provided.
2. Review the latest Mandatory Order and associated Public Health Alert Level for additional
planning considerations. Commit to a biweekly review of the Mandatory Order and associated
Public Health Alert Level, monitoring for potential changes leading up to and on the date of the
festival/event. Prepare to adapt or cancel as required based on potential phase changes through
the Provincial reopening approach.
3. Complete ’Risk Assessment Online Application: Festivals and Events’ (Appendix A) and submit
for approval as directed.

Background
This document applies to special events that are not apart of an organization’s regular operations.
Special events are festivals (culture, music, food or drink, etc.) and social events that has the potential
to create public gatherings (parades, fundraisers, community celebrations, etc.). For sporting events/
tournaments, please refer to the Risk Mitigation for Sports document for more information.
Events/festivals with an attendance exceeding 150 (including participants, staff, volunteers, public)
must also submit a Risk Mitigation Online Application for review and approval (directions detailed in
the Online Application). Like other operations, not all festivals and events will be able to operate fully
at this time, those that do will require modification to adapt to the public health measures that support
COVID-19 risk mitigation. Business-as-usual will not be possible at this time.
Festivals and events with larger gathering sizes/occupancy may pose higher risk of COVID-19
transmission. Festivals and events will vary in their context and potential risks and will therefore require
tailored risk mitigation approaches. Risk mitigation planning must consider everyone present onsite
(e.g., public, staff, volunteers, etc.) and must reflect all aspects of the setting and venue(s), including
external spaces such as parking, entrance and exit, gathering points, queuing prior to entry, food and
drink services, whether alcohol will be served or not, etc.
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Overview of Planning Assumptions and
Risk Mitigation Strategies
COVID-19 Operational Plan Requirements
During this public health event, all operating organizations, services, businesses in New Brunswick are
required to have a COVID-19 Operational Plan in place that details how risk of potential transmission
will be effectively reduced. Guidance documents have been developed to help with this1, 2. Consider
the information below when planning how to reduce risk in your setting. Operational Plans are subject
to inspection.

Phased Reopening
All planning (e.g., business, service, event, festival etc.) at this time must proceed with flexibility and
adaptability to continue to keep our communities and loved ones safer. In proceeding with reopening
or planning an event, planners must commit to reviewing updates to the Mandatory Order and
associated Public Health Alert Level biweekly and must be prepared to adapt as required.
Provincial planning for COVID-19 response has adopted a phased approach to reopening. Information
on the current phase or changes to the current phase (e.g., moving backwards) can be found on
the GNB Recovery Webpage within the Public Health Alert Level section.3 The guidance and
requirements outlined within this document and the associated Online Application has been
based on assessment of risk during the ‘yellow’ phase of Public Health Alert Level only. Events
and operations that are permitted to proceed during the yellow phase may be required to further adapt
or postpone events or operations if the event or operation is set to occur during a time when the Public
Health Alert Level has been raised and where there has been a reversal in phases. As is such, any event
or operation that is permitted to operate during the yellow phase must assume the risk of potentially
having to temporarily cease or modify practices in the future. Event/festival planners must monitor
potential changes in the Public Health Alert Level leading up to and on the day of any event and must
adapt at that time where applicable.

Transmission Pathways and Risk Mitigation Measures
Transmission of COVID-19 often occurs during closer interactions (e.g., <2 metres) where larger
respiratory droplets may spread the virus through cough, sneeze, breath, or conversation from an
infected individual. Risk of infection from contaminated respiratory droplets occurs through direct
(e.g., through airways during closer contact to the eyes, nose, or mouth areas) or indirect exposure
(e.g., where larger respiratory droplets contaminate common surfaces that others may later come into
contact with, leading to potential infection through subsequent hand-to-face movements).
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The following package of risk mitigation measures are essential:
• Practicing physical distancing (maintaining two metres or six feet of separation between
individuals).
• Using a face covering provides an additional layer of protection and is required when unable to
maintain physical distancing consistently in public (some individuals cannot wear face coverings
due to medical reasons, nor can children under two). Face coverings do not replace physical
distancing requirements.
• Staying home when sick.
• Practicing hand and respiratory hygiene.
• Enhancing cleaning and disinfection of high touch surfaces.
It is important to follow and enable each of the public health measures at all times where possible and
Operational Plans must implement actions that support this. The transmissibility of the virus through
individuals who do not know they are infected (have no symptoms, have mild symptoms but do not
realize they are related to COVID-19, or have not yet developed symptoms) necessitates the adoption of
a precautionary approach by all, even when risk to self or others is perceived as being low.

Assessing Risk
Risk of transmission is informed by factors including physical contact, context, and disease
epidemiology. Risk associated with physical contact is influenced by a combination of variables (e.g.,
including proximity, duration, frequency, and number of contacts) and is cumulative in nature. Risk is
greatest during prolonged (>15 minutes), close (<2 metres of physical separation) interactions.
Context-related factors include: Indoor settings, confined spaces, poorer ventilation, and crowds. Risk is
also influenced by colder temperature, higher humidity, and air flow patterns. Activity may exacerbate
transmission (e.g., physical activity/exertion, singing, cheering). Risk is mediated by the extent to
which each individual and those that surround them at any given time are following the public health
measures.
Understanding of risk is also informed by estimates of local disease prevalence. Where disease
prevalence appears low, risk is still present due to potential for virus importation across borders and risk
associated with lessening of restrictions; a precautionary approach is warranted in order to suppress
the odds of a surge in cases. Risk also includes pre-existing vulnerabilities (e.g., older adults, chronic
health conditions, immunocompromised).

COVID-19 Operational Plan Risk Mitigation Considerations
Figure 1. below depicts the hierarchy of controls for COVID-19 risk mitigation; the controls are
organized based on level of impact and efficacy, with physical distancing ranked at the top of the
hierarchy. Consider this hierarchy when developing an Operational Plan. Note that an approach that
relies only or largely on ‘telling, asking, or reminding’ people to follow the public health measures (e.g.,
physical distancing) would likely be insufficient; operational, design, and procedural changes are likely
and business-as-usual will not be possible in most cases until a vaccine in widely accessible. Also
note that risk mitigation approaches can be bolstered by reinforcing distancing and other controls with
adequate numbers of security personnel and/or volunteers/staffing based on factors such as venue
size, attendance numbers, and activity(ies) present.
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Figure 1. COVID-19 hierarchy of controls
Physical distancing – Employers should restructure
physical settings and responsibilities to adhere to
the distance needed between people (e.g., increasing
space between people and/or reducing the number of
employees within a space at a given time). In addition,
wherever possible people should have the option to work
or access businesses, schools and other settings from home.

Physical Distancing

Engineering Controls

Engineering controls – creating physical barriers between
people when distancing is not possible, increasing ventilation

Administrative
Controls

Administrative controls – redistributing responsibilities to
reduce contact between individuals, using technology to facilitate
communication

PPE

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and non-medical masks –
having people wear medical PPE when required (in health care settings)
and non-medical cloth masks
Physical distancing is essential and Operational Plans must detail how this will be enabled for all
present within the setting (staff, volunteers, public, etc.). Reducing occupancy levels will often be
required. Consider how individuals navigate through and use your setting and plan for how to best
direct navigation and use in a way that will structurally enable physical distancing to occur. Utilize
signage and direction arrows to aid the process. Physical distancing can be reduced to 1 meter when
seated (only) and with the continuous use of a community mask in most settings. This effectively means
no food or drinks can be consumed when patrons are seated at this distance. Food and/or drinks can
be consumed at a distance of 2 meters. When physical distancing cannot be achieved consistently,
engineering controls (e.g., Plexiglass barriers) may be necessary, but must be designed effectively.
Hand hygiene should be enabled by ensuring hand wash opportunities onsite for everyone present.
Hand sanitizer with >60% alcohol content or handwash stations can be used when hand washing
would otherwise be difficult to achieve.
Screening individuals prior to entering the facility will help to reduce risk by ensuring that those
who are feeling ill or who should be self-isolating, are reminded to remain at home. Screening can
be facilitated passively through the use of visible signage, or actively through use of a screening
questionnaire (active screening should be used for more crowded settings where physical distancing is
more difficult to achieve consistently).
Adapt administrative controls and polices to adjust the way in which activity is conducted to
better uphold the public health measures; changing processes and procedures to minimize risk (e.g.,
enhanced cleaning and disinfection, staggered schedules, use of security personnel, etc.). Singing,
use of wind instruments, speaking loudly and cheering may pose a higher risk of spreading the virus.
Gatherings and events can help limit the risk by increasing physical distance between speakers/
performers and the audience to 4 metres/12 feet. All gatherings should record attendees to ensure
contact tracing can be conducted if necessary.
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Overview of Risk Mitigation in the Context of Events
Events should aim to avoid nonessential receptions/parties/social events where possible. Consider
keeping the duration of the event to a minimum and if possible, plan to hold multiple, smaller
events as a way to reduce risk associated with larger group gatherings. To best reduce risk at this
time while proceeding with a team/performance event, consider not having spectators present and
offering virtual/televised/online viewing only. Please review the Online Application for additional risk
mitigation examples and the links provided below for further detail. 4, 5, 6
When there is a plan for alcohol to be consumed onsite, the COVID-19 safety guidance for liquor
establishments must be followed. In the context of festival events, additional precautions need to be
considered. Alcohol consumption may diminish ability to uphold and adhere to the risk mitigation
measures required to curb COVID-19 transmission. In the context of larger events, where assumed
risk is already higher given potential for greater occupancy and crowding, the addition of alcohol
consumption as an event variable must be carefully considered. Intoxication may negate ability
to ensure physical distancing and effective, consistent utilization of a face covering; during larger
events, this is a particular concern. As such, events with over 150 individuals present (across public,
staff, volunteers, etc.) that permit and/or retail alcohol beverages will require security personnel to be
present onsite to monitor and reinforce the risk mitigation measures. The event organizer/planner
will be expected to implement alcohol policies in the event of alcohol retail, which would reasonably
mitigate potential for intoxication for all present. Please review ‘example’ section of the Alcohol
portion of the Online Application for more information on alcohol policies for events in the
context of COVID-19. Security personnel would be required to monitor and reinforce the alcohol
policies, to reinforce distancing, to deter/thwart intoxication where possible, and to aid in the control of
occupancy numbers where applicable for example. The number of security personnel required onsite
for the event in the case of alcohol retail would need to be informed by the size of the venue/setting,
the number of individuals in attendance, the duration of the event, and the context of the event.

Helpful Resources for Developing COVID-19 Operational Plans
1

COVID-19 operational plan guide: keeping New Brunswickers safer together

2

WorkSafeNB: Embracing the new normal as we safely return to work

3

GNB COVID-19 Recovery Webpage
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Consideration for sports federations/sports event organizers when planning mass gatherings in the
context of COVID-19

5

Risk mitigation tool for gatherings and events operating during the COVID-19 pandemic

6

Risk mitigation tool for outdoor recreation spaces and activities operating during the COVID-19
pandemic
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Name of applicant:

Phone:

Email:

Please briefly describe the festival/event including location, date(s), and type below:

Instructions
Festivals/events with larger crowds/gatherings carry greater risk of COVID-19 transmission.
Please ensure you have reviewed 'Guidance Document - COVID-19 Risk Mitigation for
Festivals and Events' prior to completing this Online Application.
2. ACCESS

This Online Application will help to determine:
a) Whether or not you need to submit an Online Application for conditional approval prior to
proceeding with planning,
b) Whether or not you will be able to sufficiently adapt to the required risk mitigation
measures at this time; and,

3. SETTING

As you progress through the Online Application, do so with the understanding that a layered
approach to risk mitigation is required - selecting one risk mitigation tool for each section will
likely be insufficient. Combine risk mitigation tools and develop a comprehensive response
that details how risk of COVID-19 transmission will be reduced across the event/festival setting
to the best of your ability. Follow the directional arrows within each section for indication of
required parameters for progression.

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

4. ACTIVITIES

c) Will help to direct your initial planning regarding what tools to use to reduce risk of COVID19 transmission at your prospective event/festival.

5. ALCOHOL

1. EVENT SIZE AND PLANNING

Activities that are governed by a Provincial Organization (e.g. Provincial Sport Organization) must follow the
event/tournament guidelines of that governing body, whether they are members of that organization or not.
Please indicate if your activity has a governing Provincial Organization. If so, please briefly describe how the
Provincial Organization guidelines were followed in the planning of your event.

The review and approval process will assess the likely efficacy of your approach. Approval(s)
will be conditional based on current Public Health Alert Level. Current guidance as
outlined within this Online Application and associated 'Guidance Document - COVID-19 Risk
Mitigation for Festivals and Events' is applicable to the 'yellow phase' within the phased
reopening approach. Under the phased reopening approach, the Public Health Alert Level
may change based on how the virus progresses within our communities and a reversal is
possible.
Operations and events conditionally approved during a more progressive phase (e.g., yellow),
may be required to adapt or cease operation if the Public Health Alert Level changes prior to
the event/festival. Planning for events/festivals at this time must be prepared to adapt,
postpone, or cancel based on the Public Health Alert Level. If planners are not prepared to
assume this risk, consider postponing planning until a later date. Monitor the Mandatory
Order for important updates. Review the GNB Recovery web page for notice of current Public
Health Alert Levels.
If approval granted and the event/festival occurs, inspections will be likely.

Proceed to Online Application

1. EVENT SIZE AND PLANNING

Will the event/festival have more
than 150 people in attendance
(including staff, volunteers,
customers, groups, public, etc.)?

No

Yes

Events with more than 150 are required to complete the
Online Application as follows and to submit for approval.
As you move sequentially through the Online Application,
describe your risk mitigation approaches within the boxes
provided before moving onto the next section. If you need
more space, create a separate document. The examples
provided are not necessarily requirements.

Events with under 150 do not require
approval at this time.
Exit the process here.
Ensure that you follow the public
health measures and develop an
Operational Plan as applicable.

1. Event Size and Operations - Please complete
1. a) What is your maximum occupancy number and how did you determine this value? Does this number consider
physical distancing requirements for everyone onsite (e.g., public, staff, etc.)?

1. b) Staying home when sick is critical to reducing risk of transmission. How will you ensure that people who are ill
know to stay away from the event?
Example: Post highly visible (updated) passive screening and symptom posters, conduct active screening of staff/volunteers where applicable,
enable staff to stay home when sick, have isolation space for individuals who become ill at the event, provide face coverings to those who become
ill at the event, etc.

1. c) Based on your occupancy number and the setting and context of the event, will you have the resources and
capacity to monitor and support the public health and risk mitigation measures throughout the event? Describe below.
Example: Ensure capacity to enable sufficient physical distancing, ensure regular cleaning and disinfection of high-touch surface areas and
remove all non-essential items; close non-essential common rooms; provide sufficient hand-wash stations or hand sanitizer based on the size of
venue and number of persons present; ensure enough staffing/volunteers to control access, to monitor adherence to the public health
measures, and to log contact details; hire security personnel to reinforce distancing and other public health measures; etc.

1. d) Will your event be expected to have many persons who are more vulnerable to COVID-19 present (e.g., older adults,
those with underlying chronic health conditions, and/or those who are immunocompromised)? If so, describe how
you will you communicate increased potential risk and put additional safeguards in place.
Example: Have a 'drive-in' event that upholds the public health measures; further reduce occupancy; have the event outdoors; increase
ventilation indoors; increase physical distancing parameters beyond the minimum of 2 metres; require face coverings; ensure communication
of risks; etc. However, do not discriminate against anyone (including for reasons based on potential COVID-19 vulnerability) or force disclosure of
personal health information.

1. e) Are you able and prepared to adapt, cancel, or postpone the event if disease epidemiology of COVID-19 worsens,
thus triggering a reversal in reopening phases and where cancellation is advised based on public health evidence? If
not, do not proceed at this time.

Proceed to item 2. Access

2. ACCESS

Will you be able to control access
to the event and log contact
details for all present (based on
guidance for collecting contact
information linked below)?
www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Depart
ments/eco-bce/Promo/covid19/information_collection-e.pdf
Yes

No

Do not proceed if you cannot
control access to your event.
Controlling access enables occupancy to
be kept below the maximum for physical
distancing standards and enables
contact details to be logged as required.

Describe approach below.

2. Access - Please Complete
2. a) Describe how access to the event will be controlled in order to remain below maximum occupancy and to log
contact details for all present as required.
Example: Allow pre-purchased ticketed entry only to minimize wait times and crowding at entrance ways (although allow for entry at point of
event for persons who were unable to pre-purchase tickets due to lack of internet/phone for example) and to speed contact logging at point of
entrance (in the case where contact details were provided at point of ticket pre-purchase); ensure adequate crowd/occupancy controls;
utilize enclosures/fencing/gating to control access; hire sufficient staff/volunteers to monitor and uphold occupancy and to collect contact
information; etc.

2. b) Entrance/exit points for scheduled events may incur crowding. Describe how this risk will be mitigated below.
Example: Allow pre-purchased ticket entry as noted above; adapt the setting to have one-way foot traffic through designated entrance/exits
including washrooms; utilize staggered scheduling for set-time events like a concert to reduce crowding at entry, navigation to seats, and upon
exiting; post signage on ground to indicate physical distancing in queues; have multiple points of unidirectional entry setup where contact
information is collected to minimize crowd build-up; provide seating with cleaning supplies for anyone who may struggle in a longer queue
while waiting for admittance; etc.

Proceed to item 3.1 Setting

3.1 SETTING

Does the setting have enough
unencumbered floor space to allow for physical
distancing (2 metres) in all directions for all?
*While seated, individuals can be spaced by 1 metre IF
combined with continuous face covering use (no
food/drink/face covering removal permitted). In all other
aspects of the event/festival, 2 metres will be required.
Yes

Describe approach below.

No

Physical distancing is required.
Decrease occupancy to enable safe
distancing or do not proceed with the
event at this time.

3.1 Setting - Please Complete
3.1 a) Do not determine a high-occupancy number based on ability to seat individuals with 1 metre in between occupancy must also consider ability to ensure physical distancing of 2 metres in all other aspects of the
setting/event/festival including entering/exiting, navigation pathways, food vendors/areas, and more.
Can you ensure physical distancing (2 metres/6 feet) for everyone present at your event (based on occupancy and
venue/setting size)? Describe below.
Example: Consider availability/size of unencumbered floor space; enable physically-distanced navigation throughout all accessible aspects
of the setting/venue; adapt the setting to better enable physical distancing; utilize signage and directional arrows to guide physical distancing
in all possible spaces; draw circular parameters on the ground to indicate physically-distanced seating/arrangement where seating has not
been previously arranged, such as in the case of a field concert for example; where seating has been provided, ensure that it is arranged to
accommodate physical distancing; in the context of areas with static seating, tape-off staggered seats to enable adequate separation; adapt
narrower pathways to be unidirectional only; arrange seating based on the spacing of each individual, not 'bubble', in order to negate
subjectivity or misuse of the 'bubble' concept (except in the case of children where they should be allowed to be next to their parent/guardian
without physical distancing), etc.

3.1 b) How will you mitigate risk in cases where physical distancing is more difficult to achieve consistently (e.g., ticket
booths, reception desks, checkout counters, etc.)?
Example: Require use of face coverings; implement Plexiglas physical barriers; increase spacing at and between counters; decrease cash
handling; stagger scheduling; hold multiple smaller events rather than one large event; move to a virtual event; offer pre-purchased
takeout/pickup to minimize long queue formation; etc.

3.1 c) The nature of the event influences risk. Less risky events see people dropping-in sporadically throughout the
event and flowing through the setting thereby avoiding large group formation and avoiding situations
where individuals remain in closer proximity for longer durations of time.
Will the event have people remaining stationary (or in one general location) for longer durations of time (over 15
minutes) and in closer proximity to others (e.g., within 2 metres or less) such as in the case of concerts or spectator
events, for example? If so, describe how you will reduce risk below.
Example: Enable increased spacing, physical distancing standards indicate the minimum required, going beyond the minimum standard is
also possible; require use of face coverings; decrease occupancy; provide pre-arranged and adequately spaced seating; hold the event outdoors;
schedule multiple smaller events rather than one large gathering; cancel non-essential receptions/parties/social events where group gathering
may occur; close off non-essential common rooms/areas; etc.

Proceed to item 3.2 Setting

3.2 SETTING

Does the event occur primarily
indoors or outdoors?

Indoors

Outdoors

Due to COVID-19 transmission pathways,
outdoor settings carry less risk (although risk is
still present and physical distancing and other
public health measures are required
outdoors).
Proceed to item 4. Activities

Describe approach based on
indoor setting below.

3.2 Indoor Setting - Please Complete
3.2 a) Due to COVID-19 transmission pathways, indoor settings are riskier than outdoors. Good ventilation and fresh
air filtration minimizes some of the additional risk associated with indoor settings. Review the following documents
for information on ventilation in indoor public spaces before proceeding:
www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-ventilation-and-air-conditioning-in-public-spaces-and-buildings-andcovid-19
www.ghhin.org/heat-and-covid-19/ac-and-ventilation
Have you verified/checked ventilation capacity and quality within your indoor venue/setting? Was is satisfactory to
minimize risk of COVID-19 transmission? If improvements are required, will those be made prior to the event, and if
so, how and when? Describe below.
If indoor ventilation is poor, consider further reducing occupancy and bolstering additional public health measures
to minimize risk. Consider alternate venues including outdoors. If unable to adapt sufficiently, do not proceed
with the event at this time.

Proceed to item 4.1 Activities

4.1 ACTIVITIES

Will any of the event activities pose increased
risk of transmission (e.g., dancing, cheering,
yelling, physical activity, etc.)?
No

Yes

Proceed to item 4.2 Activities
Describe approach below.

4.1 Activities - Please Complete
4.1 a) Due to COVID-19 transmission pathways, activities that may increase respiration (e.g,. physical activity) or
propel respiratory particles (e.g., singing, yelling, cheering, wind instrument, faster movement, etc.) further increase
risk.
Describe how you will adapt the context to mitigate risk. If unable to adapt sufficiently, do not proceed with the
event at this time.
Example: Move event outdoors to reduce risk; have recorded music or virtual music played instead of live; increase spacing between live
performers and live performers and audience to more than 4 metres; adapt activities to enable physical distancing; increase unencumbered
floor/ground space beyond 2 metre spacing for all present in contexts where greater movement is anticipated such as dancing or physical
activity; ask patrons to clap rather than cheer; ask patrons not to sing along; consider not having alcohol consumption onsite; do not allow event
performers to mix with the audience; have performers face away from the crowd; limit performer group sizes to only smaller groups; etc.

Proceed to item 4.2 Activities

4.2 ACTIVITIES

Will any of the event/festival staff/teams/performers,
etc. be travelling from outside current travel
boundaries for self-isolation requirements?
*Utilize passive and active screening as applicable to
remind and reinforce travel and self-isolation
requirements for event-goers.
No

Proceed to item 5. Alcohol

Yes

Describe approach below.

4.2 Activities - Please Complete
4.2 a) If your event/festival involves out of province teams/groups/performers/staff, etc., you must ensure that you
have comprehensive risk mitigation approaches in place that adhere to evolving travel restrictions, ensuring selfisolation where required, and keeping groups separated as applicable.
Utilize passive and active screening at the event as applicable to remind event-goers of current COVID-19 travel and
self-isolation requirements (along with other relevant COVID-19 communication signage such as symptom posters
and 'stay home when sick' messaging.
Describe your approach below. If unable to ensure travel restrictions and self-isolation requirements
are adhered to, do not proceed with the event at this time.
Example: Complete pre-travel and pre-event health checks (including testing and re-testing) for all members of teams/groups as applicable
based on travel restrictions; ensure that an effective process is in place for isolating symptomatic and/or confirmed cases of COVID-19 within a
team/group, including isolation response for the broader team; have members of individual teams/groups from outside current travel
boundaries travel together as a group, and in isolation from others (e.g., chartered bus); apply a work-isolation approach for teams/groups with
requirement to self-isolate outside of work (e.g., performance, professional sport game play, etc,) and to travel directly from the venue to the
pre-arranged accommodation and back again as applicable, with no community stops or interaction at any time in between (e.g., no site
seeing) if travel restrictions apply; ensure different teams/groups have separate facilities onsite including separate accommodation and
separate washrooms and locker rooms; ensure teams/groups do not mingle pre/post event either with other teams/groups, or with members of
the public/spectators where applicable; ensure adequate cleaning and disinfection across all high-touch surface areas; avoid sharing of
equipment; consider not having spectators present and move to virtual presentation instead; hold events outdoors where possible, etc.

Proceed to item 5. Alcohol

5. ALCOHOL

Would the event be expected to have alcohol
consumed onsite (e.g., via sales, or individuals
bringing their own whether permitted or not)?
*Events with alcohol retail are required to hire
security personnel to monitor and reinforce
applicable alcohol policy, distancing, occupancy
levels, and other public health measures.
No

Online Application questions complete
Proceed to Application Instructions

Yes

Describe approach based on alcohol
consumption below.

5. Alcohol- Please Complete
5. a) Alcohol consumption may interfere with ability to ensure physical distancing. If alcohol will be present,
describe the risk mitigation measures that will be put in place below. Events with alcohol must hire security
personnel to monitor and reinforce applicable alcohol policies, occupancy number restrictions, and physical
distancing requirements. Aim to have at least 1 security personnel present and actively working onsite for
every 50 persons in attendance.
Having security onsite is a requirement in this context, but does not replace effective alcohol policy approaches to
reducing intoxication detailed below, or vice versa.
Utilize alcohol policies to restrict and minimize consumption in order to maintain your ability to ensure that the
public health measures are upheld throughout the duration of the event.
If unable to adapt and to minimize risk in this context, either do not have alcohol onsite, or do not proceed
with the event at this time.
Example: Do not permit individuals to carry in their own alcohol; have a zero tolerance alcohol policy; if selling alcohol, only sell by a capped
number of tickets per person (e.g., two drinks maximum per person above legal drinking age, no alcohol for persons under legal drinking age)
in order to minimize intoxication; if selling alcohol, sell only lower alcohol content beverages to minimize risk of intoxication (e.g., low alcohol
content beer or wine, no spirits or higher alcohol content products); do not advertise alcohol onsite to minimize promotion of drinking and
associated greater uptake; do not offer alcohol promotions or multi-buy or happy-hour offers to minimize risk of intoxication; if selling alcohol
onsite for consumption within designated areas, limit the number of individuals permitted inside at a given time; etc.

Proceed to Approval Instructions

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

If you have successfully completed the Online
Application, please follow the instructions below
for details on where to submit your application for
conditional approval prior to proceeding.
Your application will include a copy of the completed
Online Application, or separate document with
written/typed responses to each
Online Application question. You may also attach
supplementary information (e.g., floor plans, seating
charts, etc.) if you wish.

Is your event work-related
(e.g., work-related conference,
meeting, annual event, union
meeting, etc)?
Submit application to

Is your event not work-related
(e.g., publicly accessible fair,
festival, concert, trade show, etc.)?
Submit application to

WorkSafe New Brunswick

Health Protection Branch Offices (for
the region of the event/festival)

Contact details:

Contact details:

Email: prevention@ws-ts.nb.ca

South
Email: ocmohso@gnb.ca
Central
Email: ocmohce@gnb.ca
East
Email: ocmohea@gnb.ca
North
Email: ocmohno@gnb.ca

Await results prior to proceeding.
If conditional approval granted,
develop an Operational Plan including
the components and risk
mitigation measures outlined in the
submitted Online Application.

