We have made it through the book of Jonah chapter by chapter. 


 So today, I would like to look at the whole story 



because it gives us a realistic view of what it looks like 




to be a disciple of Jesus, 




or a prophet of God, 





in a few short instances. 

Matthew gave us a look as well, 


it just took us two and a half years.  

But Jonah has just been the past five weeks.  

In these past five weeks, 


we have seen a snapshot of Jonah's life , 



with God putting a call on it, 




then Jonah wrestling with how he wants to respond, 



God reissuing the call, 




this time speaking slower and more clearly, 





then Jonah following.  



The last few weeks have been a case study 




on how we react to God using our lives for his glory 





instead of ours.  

We have seen a true portrayal of life with Jesus in this rollercoaster ride.  


We have seen highs and lows, 


arguing and wrestling with God, 


flat out rebellion, 


repentant prayer, 


and a call from God to determine this day, 



how we will live.

This story runs counter to the story we would prefer to put out there as Evangelicals.  


The version of the Good News that says, 



“When you know Jesus, 




your life will have no more problems 




and things will always be rainbows and unicorns.”  


Or if you let Jesus be your Lord, 



money will flow your way 



and your climbing of tax brackets 




will demonstrate how good of a disciple you are being.  

Instead, 


this story reminds us, 



that even after choosing Jesus to be part of our lives, 



even after following Jesus for decades, I




t doesn't take much to take our focus away




 and forget our true calling.  


We are reminded that we like to pick and choose our areas of discipleship 



and let Jesus adjust to our will 



instead of us adjusting to his.  


We also see that despite our tendency to drift away, 



God keeps calling us back.

This undulation of the Christian life, 

this up and down, 

mountain top to valley experience, 


is why being a Christian is not something we just do.  

There is a reason why Jesus sent his Holy Spirit, 

why Jesus promised to be with us with his power, 


his authority, 


so that we could implement this high and Holy calling.  

A reason why the church took this Sunday to acknowledge Jesus as King of our lives.


We can not do it on our own.  

If you are trying to do it on your own, 


you are probably sounding like Jonah at the end 


or the eldest son from Luke 15.  



Upset about God fulfilling his purpose, 




by getting 120,000 people to repent, 



and pouting because a plant that provided a little extra shade 




that God gave you as an extra blessing 





has disappeared.  



When God's plan did not line up with yours,




 you wanted out.

This undulation however,


is also what is often necessary for us to grow.  



Not because that is the way God created us, 



but in our sinful state,




it is often what finally gets us moving in the direction we need to go.  


Once the pain is great enough 


or the joy so palpable 



that you either can't stay there any longer 



or never want to go, 




we are finally ready to grow.  

Not that we can't grow before that.  


We just don't have the drive on our own to grow or change.  



We need a force outside ourselves to get the ball rolling.  

This force takes many forms in the story of Jonah.  


It starts with a clear call from God, 


then a storm, 


then a whale, 


a second clear call, 


a major transformation of a city, 


concluding with a plant growing overnight, 



then a worm and hot wind the next day 




to keep Jonah from staying where he was comfortable.  



Jonah would have gladly stayed home, 



he would have gladly served in Tarshish, 



he was in the whale for three days 




before he began to pray, 



he was upset when the plan to eliminate Nineveh 




was discarded for salvation,





 thus disturbing Jonah's plan, 





and complained that he wanted to die, 




because a plant was no longer giving him extra shade.  

Every time Jonah was trying to settle into his own plan, 


God messed it up.

God messed it up, 


because he loved Jonah and he loved his creation.

We tend to get comfortable in a routine,


so God allows us to have children


God changes the seasons


puts people like Buckwheat Donahue in our lives



that create races, 



u.f.o. festivals, 



and howl in church

Now humanity has been trying to get to a place 


where we could be self sufficient, 



without God for Millenia.  

Our Sunday School Story last week 


talked about the tower of Babel.  

In the teacher notes, 


it talked about how verse 3 is the introduction of a new technology 



that allowed them to think that they could build a tower 




to make it back to God on their own.  

They knew they needed God, 


they just didn't want to have to rely on God.  


Another way of saying trust.  
3 They said to each other, 


“Come, 



let’s make bricks 



and bake them thoroughly.” 


They used brick 



instead of stone, 


and tar for mortar.”  

This brick making and tar, 


this new technology, 



allowed them to think that they could live without God.  

Just as nuclear fusion did in the past century 

and the internet and computers have taken up the lie in our lifetimes.  


But despite the claims, 



God is still able to jump in 




and bring about change, 



get us out of the deception 




that we are in control of the world.  


Despite all the technology, 



a number of people spent way too much time in Juneau this month, 




not able to get home.  



The stock market undulates just as much as humanity, 




because we can't control it.  

Nothing remains constant in this world, 


except for change.

Which is what God wants us to do.  


He wants us to change, 


to repent, 


to go back to what he originally created us to be, 



stewards of his love and life.  

But ever since that first struggle with the fruit in the garden, 


we have not trusted God.  


We have tasted the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil, 



but have not fully understood how it all works.  

As a pastor trying to shepherd people to God, 


there have been times when I have wanted to praise God 



that a major medical issue arose in someone's life, 



or that someone was sent to prison, 




because that is the length that God had to take someone, 





before they would respond to him.  



Sadly, 




some never do.  

But God doesn't have to take us this far.  


God doesn't want to take us this far, 



but he will if he needs to.  

He told Jonah clearly what he wanted, 


and Jonah did something different.  

God will do what is necessary 


to bring about his will, 



which includes us and or lives, 



but also is bigger than us and our lives.  

For Jonah, 


God went as far to bring up a big storm 


and then have Jonah be swallowed by a whale.  

God was also as subtle enough 


to have a vine grow up 



and then die.  

Both of them disturbed Jonah from where he was comfortable 


and got him up and moving again.

What will it take to get us up and moving again?  


Have we have settled into a spot that we seem quite comfortable in?

Well it is not a spot that God wants us to stay.  


The American Myth of retirement 



is one of the great lies in this country.  




Going golfing 5 days of the week, 




or fishing everyday, 




or just sitting on the front porch rocking 





and yelling at the cars driving by.  

This ideal is not what God intended for us.  


Now most of you have stayed just as 


or even busier since you retired.  

But busyness does not equal growth.  


It equals busyness.  

What are we doing to change and grow today?  


If you aren't growing, 



than you are dying.  

We have Celebrate Recover currently 


and will start a couple of studies in the New Year 



to help each other grow.  

We have a number of outreach events 


that allow you to meet others in the community.  

Some things we will do 


will be a train wreck, 

but even in the chaos, 


God is teaching us about his love.  



Remember how the sailors all heard about God?




In the midst of a storm that threatened their life, 



Jonah had clarity in the belly of a whale, 



120,000 Ninevites found God by being told 




that they were going to be wiped off the face of the earth 





in 40 days or less.  


None of this was neat and orderly.

Now there is a natural order to the world, 


but to try and put our restrictions and limits on the way things develop 



is to do too much.  

We need to have the knowledge of God that Jonah has, 


as he complained of God's characteristics last week.  

But we also need to realize that our God is bigger and mightier than us.  


That God's ways are not always our ways.  



We need to let God be God.  

If we do, 


and follow God's leading



imagine what God could do with all of us? 

Remember, 


Jonah was a party of one.  

So we have way more man power than Jonah.  


Do we have the Spiritual depth to carry it out?  


Do we trust God enough 



to fill in the gaps that we can not address?  

Or do we need to just stick with what we can do?  


Time will tell for us as a church and individuals.  

I pray there is enough chaos in your life to help you grow closer to God.

