Take Me Out to the Ball Game!
Let’s go to the Greensboro Grasshopper’s Interfaith Night on
Monday, July 29. The game starts at 7:00 pm. Gates open at 6:00 pm and
we have the opportunity to display a church banner and join in on the
Pregame parade at 6:30 pm. If we can gather a group of 20 or more the
tickets will be $8 each. Let Sharon Wheeler know if you and your family
are interested in going to the game at wheeler.sharon04@gmail.com or
call the church office. Also look for sign ups in the bulletin!
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Vegetarian Potluck
and Movie
On Thursday, July 11, at 6:00 pm in the CLC, we
will have a vegetarian potluck supper and a screening of
Paris to Pittsburgh, a National Geographic film. It features
people reporting from the front lines of the climate crisis in
our country. We learn of innovative efforts to reduce greenhouse gases and to protect the health of our
earth. Come and enjoy delicious food, good fellowship, and an inspiring movie.

We have had the pleasure and joy of hosting the Celebration for many
years now. This year is no exception as they fill our sanctuary with their special
brand of music on Sunday morning, July 21st at our worship service. As always,
we will take a special offering on their behalf to help continue their ministry. A
lunch will follow for the choir and if any of you wish to join us, there will be a
small price for the lunch of fried chicken, slaw, potato salad, and watermelon.
Most of all, lets fill the sanctuary as they fill our sanctuary with joy and love!

SOCIAL JUSTICE FELLOWSHIP INVITES THE CHURCH TO GATHER AT
THE CHARLOTTE HAWKINS-BROWN HISTORICAL SITE AND MUSEUM
SATURDAY, JULY 27 · 10:00 AM · LUNCH TOGETHER AT CIAO’S RESTAURANT AFTERWARD
Sign-up will begin on July 7 for a FREE tour of this site in Sedalia, just past the
Stoney Creek area. While it is so close, it has a history that is so important to our area
and this legendary educator and person, Charlotte Hawkins-Brown. We need a minimum of
10 people, but will be able to take more, so be sure to sign up and take part in this local
trip! You may also call the office to sign up for this trip in addition to the insert at worship service.
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What Kind of Church are We?
As part of our evangelism
planning for the year and as part of
our 5 year VISION 2021, the
important question we ask to
ourselves is, “in the many choices of
churches in the area, what would
draw people to this church?” The answers are many:
We are a Music church—From the first time I came to church here,
it was clear that music played a very important role. The way we
communicate that to the community is through our outreach with
children and bells! Music Camp is our greatest outreach using worship
and music in a style that is traditional, but eclectic. We are
unapologetic that the music we share involves choirs, great harmonies,
wonderful praise, gifted singers and musicians, and the love of music
as our choirs of all ages explore the beauty of music to glory to God!
I truly believe that our music program makes us a uniquely “Music
Church.”
We are a Green church—One member came to this church after
many years at another church where she ran around like a crazy
person trying to recycle and salvage as much as she could from trash
cans and trying to be green. When she joined here, she said, “ I
came to green Heaven!” While all of us struggle with becoming
greener in our daily lives, it is clear that this church makes it a
priority. We take Climate change seriously as a faith issue. The Solar
Panels on our roof, composting, collecting Styrofoam, batteries, bulbs,
even saving electronics from the dump is a hallmark of this church.
One family joined this church because, “We cared enough to put up
Solar Panels.” We advocate with potlucks and movies on green issues,
over 12 years with a Green church committee, host a farmers Market
that emphasizes buying local as a green practice, and says to the
community we care about what you eat! This is a green church!!!
We are a Children’s church!—While many churches no longer have
children or very few, we have a vibrant ministry for both children and
youth! We have a fulltime Associate Pastor dedicated to this purpose.
Our whole staff is designed with children in mind! Camping, Sunday
School, KICK, and Sundays dedicated to children’s programming. They
take over worship several Sundays a year! We are a children’s church

and young families see it!
We are a Women’s Ministry Church—Women’s ministries that give
money away, create special programming for women of all ages, and
a dedication to continuing that ministry shows in our church! People
who have joined appreciate this and see Pastor Sharon and know we
are a church that values women in ministry!
We are a “college” church—This is something we sometimes have to
overcome as well as celebrate! This is probably a label that makes us
invisible to the some, but it is something we celebrate through our
student hospitality events, football Sunday, Blessing the new president
of Elon University, our University Relations Committee, hosting Catholic
Campus Ministry. Our parking lot is so competitive as we host lots of
college events. We love our history and our relationship!
We are a Community church—It is amazing how many groups from
the schools, college, organizations, and individuals use our
Community Life Center! We are involved in the community and the
community uses our facility probably more than many churches in
this area. We are proud of this and it defines much of how we plan
events and do church. In turn, people see our church from the inside
and even visit as a result.
We are an Open and Affirming Church—We keep trying to find ways
to tell the community that no matter who you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here! People that have to hide who they are in
other churches don’t have to hide that here! We celebrate Gay,
Lesbian, Bi, Gender fluid, Trans, Questioning, and the vast variety of
how people identify themselves today. We also are open to all people
regardless of labels. Our Evangelism Board knows that these folks
need to know we mean it. So, they are finding ways to reach out.
(SEE ARTICLE)
Well, I need to mention that we are Mission church with a
backpack program, a UCC church, and a church with all kinds of
learning, spiritual practices, and from what I have seen, we are a
caring church. No one label can ever completely describe us because
we do so much, except one overall label that I hope will always be
true: We are a FAITHFUL CHURCH!
Love,
Randy

During the month of July we will be collecting school supply items for our local elementary schools in need. Did
you know that with budget cuts to our education programs, teachers spend an average of $1,000 a year on supplies for
their classroom? They need help from the community. Please check out the school supply sales now going on and pick up
notebooks, paper, pencils, glue and glue sticks, crayons, and more! Boxes will be in the narthex and atrium to place the
items in. Thanks for your help!
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SENIOR PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY
Every Sunday at 9:30 am in the Library
BIBLE Q&A

This class is having a wonderful time exploring the questions we have about the Bible. So much so that we
have extended our time through July! Come out to try this incredible class with presentation, discussion, and the
building of insights into the primary source of faith and life in the church. See you Sunday!

We received in the last month a gift of $10,000 from the estate of Kathy Sanford. The Trustees are
putting this money to work toward major repairs on the building and will have a positive impact for years to
come. Kathy’s gift is a testament to our ability to make sometimes our largest gift to the church and its
ministry through our wills. When you consider if and how much you are able to give, know that whatever the
amount, these gifts give us the ability to make a profound difference! Kathy loved this church and her
contributions were many in time, relationship, and gifts. Thank you Kathy for your witness!

VISION 2021:
EVANGELISM PLAN AND UNIVERSITY RELATIONS ART PROJECT FOR THE LAWN
Imagine the big doors that front many church buildings. Now look at the picture
and see one church’s version of a project started by Rev. Jonathan Chapman, UCC pastor in
Westfield, CT, Elon alum, and former intern here at ECC! Churches around the country are
erecting 6 doors that say, “God’s Doors Are Open To All.” Our Board of Evangelism and
University Relations Committee are so excited about this project since we have such a high
pedestrian traffic flow and have been looking for an affordable art project that conveys the
values of this church, especially to the students. The doors will be painted and prepared
this month and set up in August much like the picture you see here. We will keep them
up through September and then use them periodically in the future. The excitement is
building and ideas are popping up on how to make them unique. Stay tuned!

Come Join The Walking Group at ECC
On Tuesday and Thursday mornings a few of us are walking at the church in the CLC. If you would be
interested in walking, please come join us at 9 am on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. As the weather improves,
we may move outside! Questions? See me!
- Sharon Wheeler

Earth Lovers Wanted for Green Church
Green Church is looking for a couple new members. If you would like to join our efforts to care for creation or if you
have questions, contact David Andes at (336) 269-4126 or dandes1043@gmail.com. We have fun, we learn, we take action.
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We’re launching a series of Torch articles that will address common farmers’
market misconceptions. Today’s first topic will be all about pricing at the market.
There’s a stigma out there around farmers’ markets that causes people to
assume that shopping at the market is more expensive than shopping at the grocery
store. But guess what? That’s NOT the case at all.
First, you’re buying directly from the farmer. There’s no middle-man distributor
taking a cut of the costs, so there’s not such a large “mark-up” so to speak on the
products. Also, because the farmer is selling it themselves, direct to you, the consumer,
there’s not as much of an expense is marketing, transportation, etc. Essentially the
farmer only has their cost of growing factored into the pricing, which is not the case at
the grocery store.
Second, our farmers’ ensure that their pricing structure is in-line with what
you’ll find at the grocery store. They understand that price is important to our market
shoppers, which is why they’re always in the loop on what the average going price is
for various items at the grocery store, as to be at a comparable price point. You have to also remember that many of our farmers’ are using
sustainable practices, which tends to have higher operational costs than conventional prices, so when you’re comparing prices at the market to
what you see in the store, keep that in mind as well.
You’re also getting a much more fresh product at the market versus the produce aisle. Sometimes fruits and vegetables travel for
weeks from their place of origin to that grocery store shelf, but that’s not the case at all at market. The items you purchase at market were
picked the day before market, or even the morning of market, which ensures a fresh, more nutritious product for you and your family to
enjoy!
Lastly, keep in mind that prices advertised by most of our vendors at market are “by the pound” pricing, so just because you see a
price, doesn’t mean that’s how much your haul will be, as it’s dependent on weight, not number of items.
I encourage you to come by market, if you haven’t made it out yet this season, to see for yourself that shopping at the market
doesn’t mean you’ll put a damper on your wallet. You’ll likely realize that you can spend less than what you would at the grocery store, on
more nutritious, healthy food to feed your family!
Authentically Alamance Farmers’ Market at Elon Community Church is located at the corner of Williamson Ave. & College Ave. in
downtown Elon. Hours of operation are weekly on Thursdays from 3 pm - 6:30 pm until November 21. Questions about the market? Contact
Market Coordinator, Aeriel Miller at aeriel@piedmontconservation.org.
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Bring in cat or dog food to help two local non-profit groups feed
hungry animals. The food will be divided between the Humane Society of
Alamance County (HSAC) and Animal Resource Friends (located in Mebane). HSAC
needs food for foster animals as well as their “No More Empty Bowls” program
that provides food to families to care for their pets. Animal
Resource Friends provides monthly distribution of pet food to
families to care for their pets. Both groups have additional
programs and services.
So, help our furry family members in need! We will be
collecting food June 2 – July 28. For questions or more information,
please contact Racheal Stimpson at 540-998-9459 or rstimpso@vt.edu.

A consortium of business owners, University, Twin Lakes leaders, residents
and Green Church Committee members have been gathering over the last several
months with the idea to work with the Town of Elon on passing a resolution for the
town to use 100% sustainable energy in all town affairs by 2050. This is not a new
thing as towns and cities across the country and even North Carolina have been
passing these resolutions. The town of Elon would become the first community in Alamance County to pass such a resolution and thus take a
leadership role in the county! We have been working with Aldermen, the town manager, other churches in Elon, the University (which is moving
toward sustainability) as well as major retirement communities like Twin Lakes to create a way to allow the Town of Elon to live out their own
vision of the town to be a “Green and Clean community.” While we believe this is something we all want, it is still important to have a big
turnout to the two town meetings where this will be dealt with for reading and a vote. August 5 is when the resolution will be read and August
13 meeting would be the probable vote for the resolution. So we want to fill up the town hall at both those meetings! Plan now to be a part
of this important community action!

A very special thanks to all who helped with Vacation Bible School. I appreciate you taking
the time to do this outreach ministry of our church. We had 30 children and they enjoyed the week.
A very special thank you to Jennifer Clifton who is always our decorator who does such a super job!
Thanks to those who taught, led children around, and those who prepared meals each evening. It
takes a team to coordinate and pull this off each year and you all are appreciated for your efforts!
- Sharon
Thank you to everyone who sent cards, e-mails, texts, and meals. We appreciate all the prayers and concerns. It has been a
slow process for Bill, but the end results are happening soon. Linda is doing good since her back surgery. Walking is the best
exercise. God is good.
- Linda and Bill Brown
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Practices: Hospitality, Service, Justice, Testimony, Submission

Allied Churches of Alamance County operates a weekday lunch and dinner program. With
food purchases and donations, 40-50 shelter residents and families from the community without
food are given a hot meal. Five servers from the assigned groups are needed for the evening
meal on their date. Lowe's Foods donates desserts for the meal. Take all of the desserts from top
right shelf of the freezer in the CLC. They will need to be defrosted a day or two earlier. Your
group can provide the meal in one of three ways: 1) Prepare the food in the CLC kitchen and
deliver it there; If you choose Option 1, you need to contact Mary Hughes, volunteer coordinator, a few days prior to your going at
336-229-0881, ext. 105. 2) Purchase and take all ingredients to the Shelter's kitchen and prepare your meal there; or 3) Request through the
Mission and Outreach Board chair that $150.00 from the Board's budget be mailed to ACAC for the meal which will be prepared by the ACAC
staff. Arrival time at the shelter is 6:15 pm. Serving time and July 6
Women's Fellowship
October 5
Evangelism Board
cleanup is 6:30-8:00 pm. Do not wear shorts, spaghetti straps, August 3
Trustees Board
November 2 Book Club
or sandals. You will be asked to wear an apron, hairnet and
September 7 Deacons Board
December 7 Seekers SS Class
gloves and to sign in and out. Thank you for your support of
this very vital program!

Church Council Highlights
By Patty Welborn

Treasurer’s Report: The church is in a very good place financially. Some church members have paid
their total annual pledge in full so we will see income even out as the year
progresses. Expenses are down 10%. We haven’t overspent and we are in great
shape in all categories. Randy reported that the church will receive a gift from a
recent will.
Deacons:
Considering how to create a greater sense of community in a variety of venues.
Trustees:
Continuing to work on the maintenance items in the sanctuary and are also
researching areas that need repair prior to becoming critical. These areas will be in their 5-10 year plan. In August the
Trustees will deliver a meal at the shelter.
Christian Education: Continues to plan for VBS. They will deliver a pizza dinner to the Music Camp participants on August 12. The health
and wellness initiative will continue in the fall with yoga and AED friends and family presentations during meet and greet.
Missions and Outreach: Delivered the baby shower items. The summer focus is collecting animal food supplies. School supplies and hygiene kits
will be collected next and then missions and outreach will focus on Christmas Cheer.
Evangelism:
Continues to work on installing the project, “God’s Doors Are Open to All.” University Relations and Evangelism will partner
together to implement the project. The doors will be displayed in the front of the church by Football Sunday.
Women’s Fellowship: The circles met on June 3rd and Pastor Randy presented the concluding program on their theme for
the year, “God’s Promises, I am with you.” The Soaring High Book Club will meet on June 24th to
choose books for the 2019-2020 season. The Fellowship room and kitchen will have new carpet and
paint by the middle of July.
Pastor Sharon
Attended a clergy retreat on May 21. She participated in a Women’s Career Fair with the Girl
Scouts on June 8 and spoke to the girls about being a pastor.
Pastor Randy
Reported that the Social Justice Fellowship has started and they now have goals and a purpose. The
speaker series begins in August. The choir was honored with a breakfast by the music committee.
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Free Fitness Classes

QiGong
Low Intensity
Wednesdays—5:15 pm
Class held in the Community Life Center.

Chat and
Chow will meet
next at 5:30 pm
on Friday, July 19
at Crazy Mexico
located on Webb
Avenue in
Burlington. Please
sign up on the bulletin insert or call the church
office if you plan to attend. If you sign up and
find you can no longer make it, please do not
forget to cancel your reservation. Call the church
with any questions.

Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch.
You can also go to our website and click on the
FINANCE tab, to set up an account for regular
online giving. Please take into account that we
pay 3% in fees
on each
donation if paid
with a credit card.
Debit cards and
checking accounts
are
encouraged!

Martha Spann
Richard Bragg
Artie Lewis
Betsy Stevens
Lori Watson
Mark Danieley
Lance Pinnix
John Long
Michael Goodwin
Carmen Martin
Callie Harris
Bill Brown
Don Scott
Hannah Spivey
Stephen Bengel
Curtis Giraud
Jay Bateman
Fred Kircher
Joan Richardson
Cindy Hammond
Dillon Drummond
Sue Brown
Larry Strong
Hugh Comfort
Marc Gutierrez
Phillip Sheldon
Jordan Wiles
Doris Peery
Lola Ayers

7/1
7/3
7/3
7/4
7/5
7/6
7/7
7/7
7/8
7/8
7/9
7/13
7/13
7/14
7/14
7/14
7/16
7/16
7/16
7/16
7/17
7/20
7/22
7/23
7/24
7/27
7/29
7/30
7/31

Earl and Ann Vickers
Stephen and Manda Stiegel
Andy and Kathy Feld
Denny and Annie McLane
Owen and Reva Schumacher
Ted and Sharon Wheeler
Jim and Donna McCauley
Bob and Mary Abrahamson
Bill and Susan Menikheim
Nate and Lauren Bourne
Hal and Jennifer Clifton

7/3
7/3
7/4
7/9
7/12
7/16
7/16
7/23
7/26
7/26
7/30

July 7, 2019

Altar Flowers: Owen and Reva Schumacher
Greeters: Owen and Reva Schumacher
Ushers: Bob Abrahamson, Bob Martin,
Gus Giannola, John Henderson
Acolyte: Abby Clifton
Liturgist: Russ Martin and Carmen Martin
Deacon on Call: Betty Griffin
Communion Deacons: Sam Fowler,
Russ Martin, Gary Weerts, Rosilyn Dudley

July 14, 2019

Altar Flowers: Jim and Donna McCauley
Greeters: Jim and Donna McCauley
Ushers: Sheri James, William Fisher,
Don Gerhardt, Barbara Gerhardt
Acolyte: Tommy Fisher
Liturgist: Kirstie Doehler and Kennedy Ramsey
Deacon on Call: Rosilyn Dudley

July 21, 2019

Altar Flowers: Millard and Tanya Gold
Greeters: Millard and Tanya Gold
Ushers: Millard Gold, Peyton Lewis,
Tom Powell, Ralph Waller
Acolyte: Thomas Gregory
Liturgist: Gene Ferrell
Deacon on Call: Sam Fowler

July 28, 2019

Altar Flowers: Family of Earl Danieley
Greeters: Tom and Faye Conally
Ushers: Jim McCauley, Loudelle King,
Hugh Comfort
Acolyte: Grier Ingalls
Liturgist: Colleen Gutierrez
Deacon on Call: Jim McCauley

Mailed: 6/27/2019

Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
Fax: 336-584-7963
E-mail: eccucc@att.net

Please note that all submissions
are due by the 19th for the
upcoming month. Because of limited
space, articles may be edited, saved for
future issues, or omitted. Thank you for
your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail eccucc@att.net
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