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Bergs
host
beef
field
day
hullaballoo
Hare raising

Rice family hobby farm home to rabbits

BY ELIZABETH HOAG
STAFF WRITER

LITTLE FALLS — From
the cities to the country, Joe Berg
has transitioned into a lifestyle
that was unknown to him 10
years ago.
Within the short time, Berg
has grown from 25 Hereford
pairs to a 64-pair mixed breed
cow-calf operation. In order to
achieve such growth, Berg is
focusing on efficiently managing
his herd through breed selection,
as well as pasture, soil and water
health on his 320 acres in Little
Falls.
“When I first went to buy
my herd, I bought them based on
how cute they were,” said Berg,
who bought the farm from the
late Jim Oday. “I quickly learned
that when selecting a good cow,
it’s important to look at features,
such as the udders or other
physical features.”
Berg, his wife, Nancy, and
their three children – Cooper,
21, Madison, 20, and Sydney,
19 – welcomed 66 people, most
of which were beef farmers,

BY JAKE DOETKOTT | STAFF WRITER

RICE — Rabbits have been lifelong companions to both
Kristin Best and Will Sutton and their blended family of five; with
another expected in December.
“I came to know rabbits by the time I was two years old,”
Kristin said. “I grew up on a farm that had sheep, horses and
rabbits. My parents asked me one day if I wanted to be
in 4-H or Girl Scouts. I came home to find they
had signed me up for 4-H before I had even
made my choice. I think they made the right
choice.”
Will, has handled rabbits for over 20
years. Together, they share their home in
Rice with their children — Lyla Beehler,
8, Ryan Beehler, 12, and Emily
Sutton, 16.
The family raises four
different breeds. Each child
has a designated breed
that they look after. Emily
watches after the French
Lops and Havanas,
Lyla takes care of
the
Champagne
d’Argents, and Ryan,
as well as the family,
cares for Flemish
giants.
The family
raises around 100
newborn rabbits
every year.
“ S o m e
ST. PAUL — Following
people
don’t
more than two years of input
and review from residents,
Rabbits
irrigators and government,
page 2B
the Minnesota Department of
PHOTOS BY JAKE DOETKOTT Natural Resources released
(Left) Ryan Beehler, 12, holds a young rabbit Sept. 12 in Rice. Each the
Sustainable Use of
child looks after a specific breed, but everyone pitches in to help Groundwater in the Little Rock
with the Flemish giants. (Right) Lyla Beehler, 8, holds one of her Creek Area plan Sept. 12.

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH HOAG

Joe Berg (left) listens to University of Minnesota Extension educator
Diomy Zamora talk about silvopastures Sept. 11 at Berg’s Red-Tail
Ranch in Little Falls. Berg and his wife, Nancy, hosted the University of
Minnesota Extension Morrison County Beef Field Day at their ranch.

to their ranch Sept. 11 as part wanted my children to have an
of the University of Minnesota area to hunt, and it all started
Extension’s Fall Beef Field Day. from there.”
Berg was eager to learn and
“Farming was a whole new
realm for me,” Berg said. “I
Bergs page 3B
leased the land at first because I

DNR releases plan for sustainable groundwater use in Little Rock Creek Area
The DNR’s initial focus will be
collecting and analyzing data
to determine if any changes in
groundwater use are needed.
Barring
unforeseen
circumstances, the DNR will
not change existing water

Little Rock Creek page 2B
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FLUEGGE’S AG

ROD FLUEGGE “the boss”
2040 Mahogany St., Mora, MN
320-679-2981

BA37-1B-JW

Rubes Sponsored by Fluegge’s Ag

champagne d’Argent rabbits Sept. 12 in Rice. Lyla looks after the
champagne d’Argents breed at their family’s hobby farm.

The plan is available at http://
mndnr.gov/littlerock.
The plan includes a variety
of actions over the next five
years, designed to ensure
a sustainable groundwater
supply while protecting Little
Rock Creek, a designated trout
stream in Central Minnesota.

Farm Material Handling Specialist
WWW.FLUEGGESAG.COM
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Get Your Cattle In Shape!

BENTON AG
Rabbits

We are you r
dealer!

from page 1B

quite understand our
volume of rabbits,” Kristin
said. “Some think it’s
excessive, and others judge
Co-op Creamery
it as hoarding. To us it is an
important hobby, and the
Ironwood RD NE, Oak Park, MN
320.968.7864 16623
Store hours: M-F 8 to 5 & Sat 8 to 12
family value we get out of
it far exceeds the costs of
upkeep.”
Flemish giants are the
largest
rabbit
breed,
weighing an average of 1720 pounds.
Seasons are changing and now is the
“Giants are nicknamed
time to prepare! If you need more
‘The Gentle Giants,”
storage, call the experts- Northland
Buildings!
Kristin said. “They have
an excellent personality
and offer a large amount
of meat compared to other
rabbits.”
The family’s rabbits
Built on your level site. MN Lic #BC048615
BA37-1B-BP
are a useful resource.
Kristin said the family
Skid loader considers the rabbits more
livestock than pets.
& Implement like “We
use them for
(Mounting Available)
competitions, use their
320-387-2770 manure for fertilizer, sell
FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE Open M-F 7:30-7, Sat. 7:30-5 them as pets or competition
breeds, or we sell them
as food for other pet or
human
consumption,”
Kristin said. “People have
recently switched over
to raw-feeding [using
meat rather than bagged
dog food] their dogs, and
rabbit meat is an excellent
choice for people pursuing
that venture. It tastes like
chicken and is high in
protein. Pigs and chickens

Oak Park

BA37-1B-BP

BA20-tfnB-JW

TIRES
Gilman Co-op Creamery

Serving Your Seed,
Application, Fertilizer,
Precision, and
AgChem Needs.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Will Sutton (from left), Kristin Best, Emily Sutton, Ryan Beehler and Lyla Beehler stand
with their animals at the American Rabbit Breeders Association Great Lakes Flemish
Giant Club Specialty Show in September 2017. The family travels throughout the
central United States for rabbit competitions.

and cows are cute, too,
when they are young;
people just get upset about
rabbits because they never
stop being cute.”
Yet, the family does
find therapeutic relief
and attachment with the
animals.
“Have a bad day?”
Kristin said. “Hug a
bunny. The rabbits have
been a great emotional
comfort for the kids
and an excellent hobby
they’ve found a passion
for. It also gives the kids
a chance to travel around
the nation; though we’ve
mainly stayed around the
central states.”
Hare care has been

relatively easy, but not
without its troubles.
“Rabbits just love
to die,” Kristin said.
“They have a short life of
five to six years and are
susceptible to Pasteurella,
an incurable respiratory
virus. The rabbits fair
better in the cold than in
summer heat, but ensuring
they have water access in
the winter can be tough.”
Wanting to keep the
tradition alive, Kristin
and the children are all
involved with the Benton
County 4-H program.
Ryan started as a cloverbud
in kindergarten.
Ryan earned the title
of reserve champion

Stop in or give us a call
for more information!

Helena Agri-Enterprises, LLC
BA37-1B-BP

16250 HWY 10 NW
Royalton, MN
(320) 584-5520

intermediate showmanship
at the Benton County
Fair in August and went
on to receive a blue
ribbon for his junior buck
Flemish giant at the state
fair. Emily, who plans
to pursue a career in
veterinary science, won
best in show at the county
level and placed eighth of
50 competitors in senior
showmanship at state.
Lyla is also involved in
4-H competitions.
“I like traveling,
but I don’t like getting
homesick,” Lyla said. “It’s
fun seeing all the other
rabbits at shows.”
The family uses the
team name WE KLR
Giants when they go to
shows; it is an acronym
of their first names. The
group are members of
both the American Rabbit
Breeders Association and
the National Federation
of Flemish Giant Rabbit
Breeders and travels
to shows throughout
the country. They are
preparing the breed for the
annual national show in
Wisconsin in May 2019,
where they will compete
against some 900 rabbits.
Whether you are
looking for a pet, a
competition
breed,
fertilizer, food or furs, the
family has plenty of stock.

PHOTO BY JAKE DOETKOTT

Kristin Best shows the family’s rabbit pens Sept. 12 in Rice. The family raises four breeds
of rabbits – Flemish giant, champagne d’Argent, havanas and French lops.

Little Rock Creek

Available for bulk deliveries

from page 1B

We carry all Cenex brand fuel, grease, and oil products
• Taxed Road Gas
• Farm Gas
We also carry
• House Fuel Oil
seasona
enhanced ful el!
• Farm Diesel
• Road Diesel

PIERZ - GENOLA

Feed: 320-468-6655
Toll Free: 877-468-6655
Agron./Petro: 320-468-2509
www.pierzcoop.com

BA37-1B-BP

Agron. Petro. Feed

appropriation
permits,
including limited permits,
through
2022.
This
decision is intended to
give current groundwater
permit holders as much
certainty as possible.
Limited permits are
usually issued for shorter
time periods than other
groundwater permits.
“Groundwater is vital
to the economy and people

of the Little Rock Creek
area,” said Mark Hauck,
DNR project manager.
“This new management
plan underscores that
importance. The DNR
is working with local
residents and businesses
to make sure groundwater
remains available for
drinking,
irrigation,
livestock production and
habitat.”
DNR action steps for
the next five years include:
collecting more data on
groundwater, stream flow
and fish habitat; working

with farmers to get a more
accurate accounting of
how much groundwater
they are using; analyzing
how groundwater use
patterns are affecting Little
Rock Creek; establishing
a protected flow for
Little Rock Creek (the
amount of water needed
in the stream to maintain
habitat and water quality);
and identifying water
conservation
strategies
for
more
efficient
groundwater use.
The
DNR
will
continue to inform affected

residents and businesses
about
groundwater
management
actions
through the DNR website,
email and at least one
public meeting per year.
The DNR will update the
action plan in 2022.
The Little Rock Creek
watershed area straddles
northwestern
Benton
and southern Morrison
counties. More than 95
percent of estimated
water use in the area is for
cropland irrigation.
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did so through trial and
error, as well as listening
to the advice of his friends.
In using artificial
insemination,
embryo
transfer and in vitro
fertilization, Berg grew
his herd of Red and Black
Angus, Red and Black
Simmental, Hereford and
Wagyu.
“When
I
go
to purchase cows, I
concentrate on moderate
framed cows, which helps
me produce more pounds
per acre, not per animal,”
Berg said. “In terms of the
breeding program, it’s all
about the genotypes from
their frame to their stance.
Farmers need to select
animals based on what
they’re trying to do.”
Eric Mousel, a
University of Minnesota
Extension
educator,
agreed.
“When a farmer is
looking at growing their
herd, they have to pay close
attention to the genetics,
which is all a personal
preference,” Mousel said.
“They have to keep in
mind the bigger the bull,
the bigger the offspring
which leads to a bigger
appetite and more money
spent.”
Being a beef
farmer has also allowed
Berg to learn about the

importance of pasture
health, mainly soil and
water fertility.
“Before I owned
the farm, the herd had
free range of 80 acres and
another 100 acres in the
back field,” Berg said.
“There was very little
hands on and the cows
went wherever it was cool
and the good grass was.”
The eager farmer
quickly learned the herd
was over foraging on the
good grass, while leaving
the less desirable grass to
overgrow.
“I wasn’t utilizing
my land as efficiently as I
could,” he said. “I basically
turned the entire property
into one big food plot.”
It was then Berg
started working with the
United Stated Department
of Agriculture Beginning
Farmer program to install
permanent fencing for 16
paddocks.
“This
helped
substantially as I was able
to rotate the herd according
to the grass supply while
giving other areas time to
replenish,” he said.
Within the paddocks
are
numerous
forage
options for the herd,
such as timothy, legume
and canary grass, among
others.
“I have introduced
these into the pasture to
keep the nutritional value
up,” he said.
Berg knew in order to
maintain his forage supply

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH HOAG

Berg’s beef cattle graze in a pasture Sept. 11 at Berg’s Red-Tail Ranch in Little Falls.
The Berg family owns and manages Red and Black Angus, Red and Black Simmental,
Hereford and Wagyu beef cows and calves.

he needed healthy soil
to sustain the nutritional
value.
“In 2011, I really
started to focus my
attention on the fertility of
the soil,” Berg said. “After
a soil sample was studied,
I found I had 1.5 percent
organic matter within
my soil. It’s hard to grow
anything with that little of
organic matter so I began
looking at factors.”
By this spring, Berg
took another sample of
his soil. He has grown
his organic matter to 10
percent.
“From a biological
point of view, everything
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Pro-Panel II

Metal Sales Classic Rib and Pro-Panel II
roof and wall panels are available in a
wide selection of ENERGY STAR® listed
w
colors and standard trims.
A 45 year finish warranty makes Classic
Rib and Pr-Panel II Panels a durable and
economical option for just about any
metal roof or wall project.

period of time, I was going
through 20 gallons of water
per head,” Berg said.
With his soil, water
and pasture functioning
on a level adequate
for his herd, Berg is
continuously
looking
for ways to improve his
herd production. Berg has
looked into the possibility
of transitioning some of his
land into silvopasture.
“Silvopasture is the
integration of trees into
the pasture that helps with
economic growth,” said
Diomy Zamora, University
of Minnesota Extension
educator.
“Allowing
livestock to graze in a

HARVEST SEASON IS HERE!

and
Discover the versatility metal
s
durability of Metal Sale ls
roof and wall pane

If it’s time to cover your home, barn,
shed, utility building or any other
project, metal panels are the durable
and sustainable choice.

works hand in hand,” Berg
said. “If you don’t have
good fertility in the soil,
you’re never going to have
good grass. Farmers have
to focus not just on the gut
of an animal, but the bugs
in the soil.”
When Berg turned his
attention towards his soil,
he quickly learned water
was a factor.
“Water has a big role
to play,” he said.
After losing five cows
in 2014, Berg checked his
water and found he had a
high manganese level.
“I treated my water
and got it to a healthy pH
level and within a short

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY

Foley Lumber
is looking for a full time
estimator/sales person.
Experience estimating in
the construction industry is
preferred.
Contact

FOLEY LUMBER
or send resumes to

contactus@
foleylumber.com

NEED A
MOISTURE
TEST!
Stop in and we
will moisture test
your soybeans
and corn!

8’ • 9’ • 10’

AG-BAG RENTALS

BUILDING CENTER

BA37-1B-BP

ACIDS AND
INOCULANTS FOR
FORAGES

WE HAVE WHAT
YOU NEED

5 units to rent. We also
have ag bags and
bunker covers IN STOCK!
ORDER FEED FROM OUR WEBSITE:

240 Main Street, Foley, MN 56329
320-968-6291 • www.foleylumber.com

natural woodland area
without active forage
grazing management is not
considered a silvopasture.”
While
discussing
the
procedures
of
implementing
a
silvopasture
or
agroforestry,
Zamora
explained the advantages
of keeping water clean by
using buffer strips, which
also helps stop wind from
causing soil erosion and
nutrition loss.
“Silvopasture
is
cutting edge stuff,” Berg
said.
Having 187 acres of
certified pasture, Berg’s
farm contains 133 acres of
wooded area.
“I have a lot of wooded
areas in my pasture, which
I can’t utilize the best,” he
said. “I am learning more
about silvopastures to see
if it is something I want
to implement to maximize
productivity.”
For the past 10 years,
the Bergs have educated
and submerged themselves
within the agricultural
lifestyle of beef farming.
As
an
entrepreneur,
Berg was eager to learn
what could better his
herd’s productivity and
by doing so focused
on the importance of
soil fertilization, water
pH balance and breed
selection,
while
also
finding new ways to
develop and utilize other
area of his farm.

WWW.SUNRISEAGCOOP.COM

CALL US IF YOU’RE INTERESTED IN SHIPPING
YOUR MILK TO FIRST DISTRICT ASSN.
9361 Creamery Dr., Buckman • 468-6433
Hwy. 27, Lastrup • 468-2543
Hwy. 25, Little Rock • 584-5147
14395 Hwy. 25, Pierz • 468-2168

BA35-1B-BP

Bergs
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LET’S TALK AG
Center Pivot

Mimbach Fleet Supply

Is proud to be an employee owned
hardware, power equipment and
farm store serving Minnesota and
the Midwest since 1952!

Call or
stop in
today!

Lowest
“Cost in Use”
Spreader in the
Market

FLEET SUPPLY

Wide, Àat, consistent spread pattern
Torsion Àex axles to handle any terrain
Hydraulic or manual • Up to 42.2 acres/hr.
Tandem or single axle pull types
Distributes, litter, lime, shavings, compost, fertilizer and more

3355 QUAIL RD NE
SAUK RAPIDS, MN
888.276.3889
320.250.1682

320-352-6543 • Hwy. 71 South

320-468-2161 • Hwy. 27 West

www.modernfarmequipment.com

On a farm, you don’t work 9 to 5.
Neither do we.
Let a local independent agent help you cover
all you’ve worked so hard to build.

The Future
is Bright…

“We’re Building Our Company
On Complete Satisfaction”

Successful Auctions Don’t Just Happen,
They’re Planned

1541 - 210th Ave., Ogilvie, MN 56358
320-679-3377 (OfÀce) • 612-390-0535 (Cell)
Auctioneer: Paul Strunge #33-25

Mobile Deposit
Pay a Person
Mobile Wallet
• SAUK CENTRE
864 Main Street
Sauk Centre, MN 56378
• ALBANY
140 5th Street,
Albany, MN 56307

• HOLDINGFORD
580 Main St.,
Holdingford, MN 56340

• LONG PRAIRIE
9 Central Ave
Long Prairie, MN 56347

• ST. CLOUD
3801 North 3rd Street, Ste 100 St.
Cloud, MN 56303

• PIERZ
205 Main St N
Pierz, MN 56364

• MELROSE
502A E Main St.
Melrose, MN 56352

320-252-6650 |advantageoneins.com

Member FDIC

Coming this Fall

BA-37-1B-BP

SAUK CENTRE, MN

50+ Used Units in Stock! | Sales | Service | Parts | Rental
Call Today 1-844-262-2281
810 Mayhew Lake RD, NE. St Cloud, MN 56379

320-352-6543 • Hwy. 71 South

www.modernfarmequipment.com

Central
Minnesota’s
Choice

COMPLIANCE

PUBLIC DRAINAGE

ESTATE PLANNING

PERMITS

Save up to $1200 in FREE GM
aftermarket or upfit charges.*
on Business/Farmer
owned vehicles

LARGE SELECTION OF WORK-READY
VEHICLES IN THE AREA

2” x 4’ x 50”
2” x 6’ x 50”
2” x 8’ x 50”
Gate with hinges Gate with hinges Gate with hinges
1145790

Check Out Our Other Agents

1145775

Royal Insurance Agency
Royalton | 320-584-5353
412 N Highway 10, Royalton, MN 56373
Hanneken Insurance
Little Falls | 320-632-6592
501 Broadway E, Little Falls, MN 56345

farms and
homes since
Dairy Beef Meeting
1902”

Reiny Hanneken - Manager
401 S. Main St. | Pierz, MN • 320-468-2516

* See Dealer for Details

1145785

$

134.97

11457780

$

159.97

$

184.97

1145770

$

205.97

1145765

234.97

$

2” x 16’ x 50”
Gate with hinges
1145760

$

262.97

2” x 18’ x 50”
Gate with hinges
1145755

$

299.97

SALE PRICES GOOD Sept 21-30, 2018

Hunting & Fishing Licenses
Available At All Locations!
Get your
Propane
tanks
filled here!
Available at all
Fleet Supply
Stores

No Cash...No Problem. Charge It!

Hwy. 27 E., Little Falls • 320-632-9240
HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY 8 A.M. - 8 P.M. SUNDAY 9 A.M. - 5 P.M.

Come on out to our

FOOD PLOTS

Join
us!

Wednesday, Sept. 26, 2018
from 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
at the Gilman Creamery
LUNCH ALSO SERVED WITH MEETING

We will discuss:
• Performance
• Implant
Technology
• Breeding
• Marketing
• Market Outlook
• Finishing Options

Gilman Co-op Creamery
FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE

www.gillelandchevrolet.com
3019 W. Division St. • St. Cloud, MN 56301 • 320-251-4943

119.97

FLEET
SUPPLY

What makes
GiÊeland
diÈerent?
• One low price plain &
simple, always
• GM business choice
• Around the clock
towing
• Priority service
• Work ready loaners
• Business
maintenance menu
pricing
• Business incentives
and loyalty programs

$

2” x 10’ x 50”
2” x 12’ x 50”
2” x 14’ x 50”
Gate with hinges Gate with hinges Gate with hinges

The Insurance Shoppe
Foley | 320-968-6217
415 Dewey St, Foley, MN 56329
Cornerstone Insurance
St. Stephen | 320-202-8920
1 Main St W, St. Stephen, MN 56375

Gilman, MN 320-387-2770
G
Open M-F 7:30-7, Sat. 7:30-5, Sun. 8:30-1
O
WWW.GILMANCREAMERY.COM

Good
service fair prices
every day -

BA37-1B-BP

LET PAUL
TAKE THE STRESS OFF YOUR
SHOULDERS!
• Real Estate
• Consignment
• Personal Property
• Estate
• Farm

320.251.6700

WETLANDS

PIERZ, MN

OR cash in lieu of financing
rebates up to $5,500 USD*
on new Bobcat® compact track loaders

*Offer expires 8/31/2018. Available at participating and eligible dealers only. See dealer for complete details.
Bobcat®, the Bobcat logo and the colors of the Bobcat machine are registered trademarks
of Bobcat Company in the United States and various other countries

Insuring
your
farms
and
homes
since
1902

FARM SUCCESSION
PLANNING

SAUK CENTRE, MN

We
can go
where
others
can’t

YOUR COMPLETE FARM & HOME STORE

Is Endurance Right For You?

• Extensive use of UHMW reduces
corrosion issues and extends the life of
the spreader.
• Longer bearing life and fewer failures
• 3/8” Fin - 33% thicker than traditional
designs.
• Dual Rack and Pinion gate prevents jams.
• Flotation tires
• Spinner Motor eliminates motor failure at
the pressure seal.
• Fuel and time to apply is reduced by 50%
• Lower Maintenance Expense

60 MONTHS

*

Bobcat loaders are BUILT TOUGH and PRICED RIGHT.

WWW.MIMBACHFLEET.COM

22’ and 18’ In-Stock!

0%

FOR

OR cash in lieu of financing
rebates up to $4,200 USD*
on new Bobcat® skid-steer loaders

MIMBACH

IRRIGATION

ST. CLOUD | DASSEL | WILLMAR

WE CAN BRING 'EM IN!
Canning Supplies
We have a new selection and
huge sale happening now!
Your favorite Hardware Store...Now in TWO locations!

KOCHS HARDWARE

FOLEY HARDWARE CO.

(320) 294-5544

(320) 968-7262

12500 MN-23
Milaca, MN 56353

190 Glen Street
Foley MN 56329
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We salute and say Thank You to all the hard-working
agricultural families!

September 16-22, 2018

September 16-22, 2018

This page is brought to you by these fine sponsors:

Manea’s Meats

We thank
you for your
business!

The Sausage Specialists
www.maneasmeats.com

(320) 253-8683

We are here because of you!

114 2nd Ave N.,
Sauk Rapids, MN

Putting Farm Safety into Practice!
A safe and healthy harvest is a happy harvest! Each September, as we kick off harvest season, we are
reminded of the importance of keeping safety in mind all the time to maintain productivity and avoid
injuries and illness. During National Farm Safety and Health Week, taking place September 17-23, 2017,
we focus on “Putting Farm Safety into Practice.”
According to the National Children’s Center for Rural and Agricultural Health and Safety (NCCRAHS),
every three days a child dies and every day 33 children are injured due to agricultural-related incidents in
the United States. Therefore, Wednesday, September 20th has been devoted to protecting our youth and
keeping children on farms, ranches and in rural areas safe and healthy.
Growing up on a farm can be a wonderful experience. From a young age, children gain a strong
appreciation for agriculture, learn the value of hard work and develope into the next generation of
farmers. However, in order to ensure our children are around to be our future agriculture leaders, we
need to keep them safe and healthy. Here are a few ways to make this happen:

www.rdoequipment.com

Equipment Sales | Rentals | Parts | Service
Contact us at 320-259-6222
to see what RDO Equipment Co. can do for you.
6700 HWY 10 NW
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379

ory of
In Mem

Please Be Safe!

THE FARMERS ARE ON THE ROAD.
Everyone wants to go home to their family at night.
BE ALERT. SLOW DOWN. SHARE THE ROAD.
The biggest factors contributing
to farm equipment/vehicle
crashes are inattention,
unsafe passing and speed.

Jeff Skroch

who was killed in a tragic tractor/semi accident
in 2015 during harvest time.

1. Always make the play area more fun than the farmstead. Sadly, what seems like an innocent
game of hide and seek in the tall corn can turn deadly if a child is hidden from sight and invisible to an
operator of large farm equipment.
2. Ensure that tasks given to youth align with their development skill level. Recently, Agricultural
Youth Work Guidelines were updated and released by NCCRAHS. These guidelines are designed to assist
parents and supervisors in assigning appropriate tasks for youth who live or work on farms and ranches.
3. Attend a Progressive Agriculture Safety Day®. Safety Days are designed to be one-day, ageappropriate, hands-on, fun and safe events for children in rural communities. Since the program’s
inception in 1995, more than 1.6 million children and adults have learned life-saving safety lessons
helping us become recognized as the largest rural safety and health education program for children in
North America.
Information for this page was found on www.necasag.org/nationalfarmsafetyandhealthweek

211 G

320-351-4872

Big Store Appeal. Small Town Feel.

MIMBACH
FLEET SUPPLY
Located off Hwy. 23 E • (320) 252-1682
3355 Quail Road NE, Sauk Rapids, MN
www.mimbachfleet.com

• Power Equipment
• Clothing/Footwear
• Pet/Animal Health
• Hardware
• Automotive
• Farm
• Outdoor/Hobbies

Gilman Co-op Creamery
FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE

gilmancreamery.com • Gilman, MN • 320-387-2770

LEN S

TREET

,
FOLEY

632
MN 5

PAYNESVILLE
PRINCETON
LITTLE FALLS
725 Lake Avenue South 3708 Baptist Church Road
16069 Hwy 27 East
320-243-7474
763-389-3453
320-632-5469
SAUK CENTRE
SAUK RAPIDS
1140 Centre Street • 320-352-6511
1035 35th Ave NE • 320-252-2010

9

320-968-6239 | 888-868-6239
Open Monday-Friday 8-6 • Sat 8-2
www.murphychevrolet.com

www.mmcjd.com

THINK OF US FIRST!

®

Member FDIC

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF MILACA
Milaca

320-983-3101

Isle

320-676-3154

Like us on Facebook

Quality products.
People who care.

Gilman

320-387-2233

fnbmilaca.com

10 Main St. East • Rice, MN

320-393-9154

LITTLE ROCK, MN PIERZ, MN
L
320-584-5147
320-468-2168
LASTRUP, MN
320-468-2543

BUCKMAN, MN
320-468-6433

16250 US-10, Royalton, MN 56373

(320) 584-5520
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Tour of Practices presents county projects
Benton Soil and Water Conservation District offers inside look at area implementation
BY NATASHA BARBER
STAFF WRITER

FOLEY — More
than 40 area stakeholders
boarded a charter bus
Tuesday for an in-person
look at conservation
project across Benton
County.
Benton Soil and
Water
Conservation
District, in conjunction
with
the
Natural
Resources Conservation
Service,
hosted
its
annual Tour of Practices
Sept. 11. The 8-hour
tour made five stops
where participants were
able to learn from those
who implemented best
management
practices
on properties through
presentations, first-hand
inspection and asking
questions. The outing
also included passing by
25 other project locations
which were briefed on
the bus. An optional trip
to Silt Sock, an erosion
control company located
in Foley, followed.
“The
purpose
is to highlight the
things landowners and
individuals are doing
to help with water
quality, erosion issues
and improving wildlife

PHOTO BY NATASHA BARBER

A roller crimper is displayed at Stoney Brook Farms in Foley Sept. 11. The farm was one of five stops on Benton Soil and Water Conservation
District’s annual tour which informed particpants about more than 20 projects in the county.

habitat,” said Nathan
Sanoski, Benton SWCD
staff and Farm Bill
technician. “We are out
here to highlight the
projects they are willing
to implement and to
provide the technical and
engineering assistance.”
Sanoski
said
landowners are invited on
the tour as well as elected
officials.
“We try to get different
legislative people here
to let them know what is

happening in the county
and where the dollars they
are leveraging are being
used.”
Stoney Brook Farms,
of Foley, has worked
with Benton SWCD
on a variety of projects
including becoming the
600th farm in Minnesota
to be certified through the
Minnesota Agricultural
Water
Quality
Certification Program. In
addition to information
about farm certification,

EQUIPMENT FOR
ALL YOUR NEEDS!

Brad Chmielewski, who
operates the farm with his
parents Mark and Pam,
reported on the purchase
of a 30-foot roller crimper
that the Chmielewskis
use primarily for weed
control in their pumpkin
fields.
“Our biggest thing is
trying to control weeds,”
Chmielewski said. “There
are no herbicides for
pumpkins. The alternative
to the crimper is manual
labor. Whether mowing,

cultivating or pulling
large weeds by hand,
pumpkin fields have
always been groomed by
humans in the past.”
Stoney Brook Farms
planted cereal rye in the
fall and let the cover crop
grow until about knee
high. Then in early June,
it was time for pumpkin
seeding.
“We
plant
right
into the standing rye,”
Chmielewski said.
After the fields are

planted, they are sprayed
with herbicide to kill the
rye, and a pre-emerge
herbicide for pumpkins
– the only spray for the
crop which will not harm
the yield – is applied to
the field. After two days
have past and the base of
the rye begins to die, the
roller crimper is passed
over the fields.
“It breaks the stalks
and makes a nice residue
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PROFESSIONAL DESIGN. REASONABLE RATES.

EFFECTIVE
DRAINAGE
¢ per

Fall Rental • Fall Sales
Fall Service • Fall Parts

PRICES
STARTING
AT:

foot
80
FOR 4 INCH TILE

Price includes design, survey, material & installation.
Prices are subject to prices of material, depth and quantity.

Bill Pasche, Sales & Design
Cell: 320-293-6951
bill@agtechdrainage.com

Gene Mensen, Sales
Cell: 320-429-1036
gene@agtechdrainage.com

Brad Herickhoff, Owner
Office: 320-351-4872
Cell: 320-293-0882

Contact Josh Today!
BA37-1B-JW

WOLLER
EQUIPMENT, INC.

brad@agtechdrainage.com

320-573-2341 • www.wollerequipment.com
1 Mile NE of Upsala on Hwy. 238

S
Sam
Lange, Sales & Site Manager
Cell: 320-232-3102
sam@agtechdrainage.com

Mark Machart, Sales
Cell: 320-429-4633
mark@agtechdrainage.com

HELP WANTED FULL-TIME POSITIONS
LABORERS, OPERATORS &
POSSIBLE LEAD POSITION

To apply, download an application at
www.agtechdrainage.com or call 320.351.4872
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mat,” said Casey Gwost,
district technician at
Benton SWCD.
Chmielewski agreed.
“It actually will break
the rye five or six times as
it goes over, that is why
the chevron pattern is the
way it is,” he said. “If your
rye mat is thick enough it
doesn’t cut into the soil at
all. It’s designed to float
right on top.”
Roughly two weeks
after the application, the
pumpkin plants emerge
through the rye residue
mat.
The mat acts as
a weed suppressant,

BENTON AG

conserves soil moisture,
increased infiltration and
adds carbon to the soil,
Gwost said.
We’ve had pretty
good weed control this
year,” Chmielewski said.
“We were really happy
with the results from it.
We plan on doing it next
year, too.”
Benton
SWCD
partnered with the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service
to address water and
wildlife habitat concerns
on
Dan
Honeck’s
property in Granite Ledge
Township.
“We combined our
funding to help provide
financial assistance for
this project,” Sanoski
said. “Our office, Soil
and Water, gave Fish and

Wildlife the job approval
to do the design work
and engineering on it. We
essentially worked with
them to provide additional
funds to get more projects
in the ground.”
The
organizations
helped Honek install berm
structures which created
two wetland basins on the
land.
According to Benton
Soil and Water, beaver
dams had previously
occupied both sites but
when beavers abandoned
the area, the natural
barrier was not sustained.
Roughly 270 acres drain
into the wetland.
PHOTO BY NATASHA BARBER
“We’re trying to Tour members stand on a berm in Foley Sept. 11. More than 40 people attended
reinstitute the values that Benton Soil and Water Conservation District’s annual Tour of Practices.
these beaver ponds used
to create on this landscape with knowing landowners nutrients into the basin
“It’s designed to
willing to do it,” said John while providing shallow look like it’s part of
Riens, fish and wildlife feeding
habitat
for mother nature when it is
biologist who works with ducks. The berm allows done, but there is also a
the Partners for Fish and water to flow through a major structural design
Wildlife program.
spillway to the next basin implemented,” Reins said.
The berms – made once it has reached a
One land project
of interlocking panels certain elevation. River amongst many in Benton
driven deep into the rock covers the berm, County where land owners
soil, geo-woven fabric allowing Honeck to and agencies partner the
and Class II Rip Rap, as use it for a secondary goals of conservation.
well as other materials – purpose – a recreational
aims on allowing water crossing to other parts of
to filter sediment and his property.

Call
Randy
or
Derek
Today!

BA24-tfnB-TV

Let us help you
customize your farm

Free Estimates
ates • Free Delivery
Locally Owned and Operated

• Residential • Agricultural • Light Commercial • Drafting
St. Martin, MN • www.lifestylelumber.com • 320-548-3459 • 800-699-9774

DAIRY BEEF MEETING
Wednesday, Sept. 26, 2018
from 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
at the Gilman Creamery

Join
us!

LUNCH ALSO SERVED WITH MEETING
Give us a call if you’d like to attend!

We will discuss:
• Performance
• Implant
Technology
• Breeding
• Marketing
• Market Outlook
• Finishing Options
PHOTO BY NATASHA BARBER

Roll into
fall with
these great
september
deals!

20% OFF

Furnace Filters
for September

Stress Tubs
ON SALE

131.65

$

Wind and Rain all
season mineral tubs

BA37-1B-BP

Udder Tec
Dairy Aprons

YOU'LL WISH YOUR FIELDS
WERE EVEN BIGGER.

with fly control • 225 lbs.
ON SALE

117.99

$

C’mon in & take advantage of our 10% rebate program in September!

Gilman Co-op Creamery

Open M-F 7:30-7, Sat. 7:30-5, Sun. 8:30-1

FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE

Good service - fair prices - every day

Gilman, MN 320-387-2770

WWW.GILMANCREAMERY.COM

Introducing Vermeer TM1210 and TM1410 trailed mowers. With cutting widths up to 17.8 ft (TM1210) and 20.5 ft (TM1410), new 10 series trailed mowers
are ideal for operators who want to cut more hay in less time and want convenient features to reduce the stress of operating, transporting and maintaining
a large trailed mower. Features like the Q3® Cutter Bar, 2-point Quick Hitch hook up, a nitrogen charged accumulator suspension system and the patented
Quick-Clip® Blade Retention System that reduces the process of blade replacement to mere seconds. Big time productivity, big time convenience and a narrow
9 ft transport width. It’s what makes a 10 series a 10.

ALDRICH TRACTOR
• 218-445-5430
www.aldrichtractor.com

HWY. 10 • VERNDALE, MN

Vermeer, the Vermeer logo, Equipped to Do More, Q3 and Quick-Clip are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other countries. © 2017 Vermeer Corporation.
All Rights Reserved. Photograph shown was acquired using an unattended camera and/or a telephoto lens.

BA37-1B-JW

25% OFF

A mat of cereal rye lays between rows of pumpkins at Stoney Brook Farms in Foley Sept.
11. The vegetative residue is used for weed suppression and to retain soil moisture.

