
We are starting a series for Advent based on four prominent words, Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love, that have helped define the different aspects of Advent, or coming.  This coming is both a past and future event.  Jesus came for us around 2000 years ago.  But we are also waiting for him to come again.  So while most of town is anticipating the arrival of Christmas and Santa Claus for Yuletide, in the Season of Advent, we are remembering that Jesus came and looking forward to Jesus coming again.  So that is why Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love are four key words for Advent.


If we don't have that future return of Jesus, Hope, our word today, doesn't really fit.  Because you don't hope for things you already have.  As Romans 8:24 proclaims, “hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he already sees?”  We are not waiting for the Messiah to be revealed, we are waiting for the Messiah to return.


Yet we operate in hope, because hope is based on what has come before.  All of the great hopes for the Messiah that Israel held and Jesus fulfilled, were based on actions of God in the past.  From creating us and all creation being good, to making us his family, to rescuing us from oppression and slavery.  God had already done such things in creation, through Abraham, and through the Exodus.  The hope of a loving King was based on David's reign, who was copying God's reign.  Ecclesiastes 1:9 says “there is nothing new under the sun.”  Yet we can put all those old things together and make life so much better.  Look at what they are doing with Oreos.  The flavor of Mint already existed for centruies, fudge already existed.  But we are taking those old things and putting them together and sugar comas are on the rise.


So we find ourselves waiting for Christ to return, hoping that he will come again, because he has already come and because when he came to earth that first Christmas, the way the world worked changed so significantly for the better.  We wait with hope, that the new creation that comes will be where sin, death, tears, and crying will be no more.  We wait full of hope, for the day when sickness and slavery to sin will not have a hold on us at all.  We wait based on hope, when our prayers resemble what many people do in the month of November, they try and give thanks for all of the blessings God has given them.  We live in hope that the death and resurrection to new life that Jesus experienced will be what we too experience.  None of this happens without hope.  


So as you light your first advent candle this week, do so with hope.  Read the Psalms and see what they were hoping for.  Not for things just to get better, but for things to be radically changed in a way that only God could carry out.  Man had been trying for millennia and still no luck.  For something like the Exodus to happen.  One day you are in chains, being whipped, children being taken, only having the food given to you.  The next day you are walking free, with your oppressors possessions, across what was a sea the day before.  I hope you have already experienced something like this.  That some of the burdens that held you fast have been removed and you have had a taste of the life God intends for you.  If you have, you have the past experience that helps build up the hope for further change and transformation in the future.  That is why Paul, when writing to the Romans in the 5th chapter tells of the process to hope.  “And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.”  As we experience God coming through in the midst of our trials and sufferings, we have more assurance that God can do what scripture proclaims he can do.  Whether that is beating swords into plow shares or resurrection from the dead.  This experience of God helps us know that we are not fools to believe God can do all that he plans.


Many of you are aware that the Mandeville's oldest daughter's full name is Eva Hope Mandeville.  Eva and Esme are so full of life, we sometimes forget that there is a hard story behind Eva's middle name.  Lisa was pregnant 7 years ago today.  7 years ago tomorrow, they were burying their first child Sprout, after a miscarriage.  15 months passed before life was present in Lisa's womb again.  She knew all that could go wrong, because she had experienced much of it.  She had a glimpse of what this child would mean for her body, for her life, and for her heart.  How much her heart could love and how much it could be broken.  But from early on, it was decided that this child's middle name would be Hope.  God had shown Lisa she could get pregnant, had led the Mandeville's down a path that identified the previous health issue that caused the miscarriage, in the lack of progesterone, and shown them that there was a community and healthcare providers that would lovingly walk with them in what ever came.  This walk in hope as pregnancy went from death to life, made a natural first name to rise to the top.  Eva means life.  But life only happened, because despite what they had experienced, the Mandeville's knew God could do something different. 


That is the hope that we are starting this new Christian year out in.  Last week, we proclaimed the Lord reigns.  We now start the new Christian year anticipating that reign to change our lives, our community, our world.  There are many things that we could name that need the Lord's hand upon them.  If we listen to the world, we will hear that it can't change or at least won't change in our lifetime.  We need to remember that God changed the whole way the world works over a weekend.  Changing the fact that death has the final say; to death is only the step before resurrection and new life.  Let that world changing act of the past give you hope that your life, this church, this community can be transformed overnight.  Let us be facilitators of God's will so that we are more prepared for such a change.
