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THE LEYLLNJ HISTORICLL SuCIETY

(F: unde? 1968)
TRISTIENT

Mr. J.N. Bannister,

CHJ!IJ.WJ..{}N 'UIC'E CH'LI dn'-_‘m_'
lIr. F. Cunpstcy. Mr. G.L. Brlt-n,

HoNutarY S0 RETLRY

I\"ll'. Et IVIaS\ﬂ.
71, Crawf:rd Lve. Loyland,
Tel. 21825

4IliS
Tc proote an interest in History scnerally
and of the L*fland crcz in particular.
MEETINGS

Held on the first lMrondeay ~f cech month,

(Scpt. t. Junec inclusive) nt 7-3. po,
in THE IETIouIST SCHUCL
G:lNT—:ERPL.; RU.::IJ- IJ:EYLJ:\I .

SULSCRI.TI IS

Vicc iresiients-===2£1.50 per annum,
4H2ult Henbers—---- ~L1,00 " "
School Menbers==-=-=20.,25p. " "
Casual Visitrrs----20.15p. " b

LPPillistcd to the Histcric Sceicty of
Lancashirc and Cheshire

———
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SECRETLRY'S NUTHES.

Uear HMembers,

; In part of thnt which is left standing of Farington Mill,
T was invited to toke away siac c©lfd ledgers, soles and strres reoord
borks (Gating beck to 1887 in  ne case) which werc pernectel by dust
and dirt but of sine intercst.

i sales lelger contained entries c.ncerning e npanies fron
J-hn Stannings t. Messrs Brultin pad iaul ~f Worwich whoe made quantitie
¢f aircraft dJduring wirld war two.

There is o list cf cottege rents ranging from twe shillings to
four shillings weckly - the kind which bring up to L6000 nowalays
if they happen tc be in 2 pleasant spct

teking up o considerable part cf 'rUT garage space.

Therc are many entries ¢..neerning m niés for Sunlay School,
oFf which I cn not sure ¢f their sipnificence. JAnother refers t¢ the
galc of the 214 cottages nerr the gaswirks.

No drubt cther intercsting revelati. ns eruld be frund after
a carcful pcrusal of the thousands «f catries, if onc had the tine
and peatience. )
The Evening icst got wind ¢f then and I was persuaded into
pesing for the phcotographer in the act «f exanining cne of then.

ierhaps <ne day the town will have scne st rt of museun tc house
a few of then, pieces of & fast disappearing -13 Leylendl

We understand that “Leyland tictrrs are planning & nuseun
c.nsisting of ¢ld models plus -ne cr tws 'Leylend clocks' eto.
If it s-uld grow into a general nuscur enmbracing the wheole trwn it
would be a go.d thing - at leest I could get rid of rur Farington
Fact:ry records

I invite any. ne wh. might be able tc interpret these records
<f industrial eff-rt, to ¢ ntact nc. ' =

Your ccmnittec are pleesed at- the popularity of the cutings.-
l-ng may they continuc,

Fron next January the meeting of Leyland Central Trwaswomens
Guild will be changed t~ the first Tuesday in the ncath., We give
any Tcwnswonen who pay wish ¢ join us a cordiel invitaticon tc do
s> in 19%i.

Kind regards
Z. liascn (Hon. Sec.)
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NEUS LML COMMENT.

By the Editcr.

ie are pleasel t- state that -ur anaual dinner and dance held
at the rines Hotel in Februery was ~nce again very successful - and
it has been decided t¢ have this event-at the sanec veaue - in 1974,

It is very pleasing tc see such a g-:d respcrase t: the ~utings
which have becn arrenged for the croing meaths --

on Monday 1l6th Aprilsixty of »ur ncmbers visited “"Thc Lcrt of -
wrest.n” and were c..nducted round the docks, secing many interesting
features ¢f this authcrity.

‘un Sunday 6th May we are %o have a visit t- the Fylie tc sce arne
¢f the reanining windrmills, =nd in particuler, cng which has been
restored to its criginal eonditi-n, althcugh it is used os A house by
the man and his fanily whe restored it --

liny 19th Saturday we visit -nce aganin Lancoster University f-r a
lecturc and a neeting with nenbers of the Lonsdale Eistorienl Scoiety-

Un Saturday June 18th an cuting has been arranged tc visit the
"0ity cf York™ and it is hoped o have a ciaducted tour round the
walls, nuseuns and cther places £ Historieal interest.

Locking te Lugust we are visiting cnce azain the industrial nuseun
at Helnsh.ore

Fer full detanils of any T these visits please ¢ ntaet ~ur srcial
scoretaries.

lirs Barnes Iirs. Deacon.
Iﬁiﬁﬁﬁd' Leylani.
------------------- 21369

 THE LEYLAND FESTIVAL.

We have cncc again been asked %c take pert - and it has been
decided by our Festival Copnittee tc stage 2 .dispnlay of photographs
with particular cnphasis cn showing prints of the "Leylend May Festivals”
arcund the turn cf the century t¢ the present day.

- P S Seh . S S W E S e

r 218 aosteards ilense?

Have you any ¢ld photosrarhs of lceal sceancs gothering dust in
an attic or lyins forgitten at the bottin of a ‘drawer? :

Many pe.ple have ¢ 14 pisture postcards taken in the days when
childrea wire leag s cks, when tramlines carved through cobbled
strcets anl when & starched c¢illar snd a howler het were standard
dress

iicture pcsteards Were'q'p:pular way - f cerrresponding before
teleph~nes becene widespread anl althcugh they were nct intended
as such they are now part of our history. '



Qur Sceiety necds such prints and photczraphg for a reerrd -f
Histiry.

411 kinds ¢ f illustrati.as are nceded. Icsteards shrwing views,

pictures of local wskes and Whit ircccessi n, Lancashire Miners ~n their
way to work. '

iaything in fact, which depicts local life.

"Egpecially unc nncn and useful are phttcgraphs showing industrial
processes and the extericrs and intericrs of works and Factcries. No
werkshcp is tce smell, for the scale for industrial Histcry.includes
everything froo the local Blacksnith to t Lo large ‘cctton Mill"-

Mr, F.J. Knight
7, Sandy lane,
EYLLND
1RESTCN.
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HISTURICAL SUCIETY LIBRARY

The following books are freely available to lcmbers of this
Society - on request to our Librarian.

T T S e

TITLE | AUTHLR
4 Survey of Eaglish Economio
History 55 B.C. to 1939 - M.V, Thomas,
Fortrait of ILoncashire. - Jessica Lofthouse.
The Official Charter Brochure ' - Raynond Hewett.
Willien Yates Map of Lancashire 1788 - 7.B. Hartley.
The 0ld LbetEd‘Mill at Dolphinholnme. ~ lir, P.T. Hall. J.%1.
Fylde Folk /iloss or Sand. - Kathleen Eyre.

L Star Chamber Case 4. Shetton v Blundell
162‘3-16511 e FI‘E‘.I].E Tyrert .-M-J"io ,B-SC.

The City of Londeon Coronation Year Book 1953. Llexander Tublicaticns

Transactions of the Lancashire and

Cheshire Historic Socicty vols. 119, 120,

121, 12=<, -

The Lge of Blegance 1812-1822 - Arthur Bryant.

The Minute Book of Leyland
mhtq;alists Society 1909. -

The inute Book of Leyland and District
Floral and Horticultural Sccicty 19u9. -

The Records of a Lancashire Fanmily

(From X1l to XX Century) - R. Cunliffe Shaw.
The Vikings and their Origins -~ David Wilson.

Concise Higtory of the British Bapirs. - Gerald R, Grahan,
Ronan Art and /rchitecture. w Mortiner Vheeler.

The Connoisseur's Handbook of

Laotique Collecting. (Smith and SODQ)
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TITLE
English sntiques.

Gods Graves and Scholars
(The Story of Lrcheology)

Happy Wanderer. (Round about Clitheroe)
. History of England.

History Tcday.

i Guide to Turten Teower.

iicbecspiere and the Frcnch Revelution,
Civii War in England.

The Troditiocns of Lancashire
(Two Volunes)

Lencashire - The first Industrial Scciety.

Buxton and District Floral and

Horticultural Socicty. ScheGule of lrizes

- 4Lnnuel Show 1932.

Ovar the Five Barred Gate

u Dook of Menorics = Leyl-nd C;nﬂrepational

Church Jubilec Scrviccs (1877-1927)

'The Stery of Leyland Congregaticnal Church

and Centenary irogranne (1816 - 1946)
Byzone lreston
iegeps at 01d iresten.

Leyland Cricket Club Record Docks
1877 - 1900,

(7)

LUTHOR.
Ward Leck.

- 0. Ceran.

~Jeassica Lofthcuse,

Keith Fieling.

‘Bracken Yubliceticns.

Reginald Dert.
J.M. Thempson.

Jack Lendsey.

Joh.ﬂ Rbe . I."InRo SI Lo

C. 4spin.

Georze Birtill.

Rev. He Townley.
George é. Miller,
George C, lMiller.

Themas Kirby and
Jchn Stonning.



EHiRLY UNI-_N JtdCI{S

Trectate by Louls ILoynes Submitted by JLrthur Jones.
: (issociate Member of the
Flag Institute) with permission.

The proportions of early Unicn Jacks can be seen by referring
to loynes's Illustrated Flag Sheets. However, as these cannot
be reproduced in this Chronical some descriptive details follow
here.

I have conducted rigorous rescarch into this subjcct, gmoing
carcfully through ierrin's British Flags 1922, and cxamining
countless paintings of naval battles, naval scenes, alsoc nuseun
pieces.

vne fact is very noticcable regerding flags made in Britain.
This is, that never at a time was 2 Union Jack ever made to
the proportions of 1 by 1ls, with the scle exception of one made
by John 4. Stewart (Scottish flag lore author) who, finding that
such a flag had NEVER BEEN MLDE, and trying to orente a mean
between differences, actually had one made and flown, 1911- and
then wrote books and articlcs recommending it; - and 2ll in vain,

vifficial British flags are all 1 by 2 in shape, with the
cxception of ,dmirals' flags, 1 by 1% (St. Georges Cross). Seec
British Ldniralty Flag Dock, I R & O, 1l975=19640.

Shipping House Flags and Yaght Club Burgecs arc shape 1 by 1li.
This shape is in Geonectry the very bottom for nesthetic vnlue.

In.ierrin's book we find thet British flags arc made in
"pbreadths" (strips) of ninc inches wide; and throughout the
centuries the varying shepes of flngs gaining in length, pass
from shape 4 by 5 to shape 1 by 2, but completely missing the
shape 2 by 3.

The Union Jock starts at 135 by 18 and progresses to 11 by 18,
then to lu by 18, and in 1864 it was standardized by statute
to be © by 18, which equals shape 1 by 2; and named officierlly
the UNIJON FL.G.

The Ensigns, with the Union Jack in the canton, were shapec
6 by lv; the Unicn canton itself being shape 3 by 4; the
rernaining fly was an exact squarc te held the bndge of sone
Goeverament Department cor Colcny.

This shape prevailed until the Jdmiralty Regulations of 1884

scttled all officinl flags at 1 by 2, the canton beconing n
full-quarter of siniler shape.
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The first representaticns on paper of the carly Union Jack 1707
cnd the nodern cne of 18Ul are the manuscripts, drawings preserved
in the Records uffice in Icndon.

These show the 1707 flag as 1 by 1.33, end the 18Ul flag as
1 by 1.2, alsc as 1 by 1l.26., Their crecsses are all rather narrow,.

The varying proporticas of the crosses in ecourse of time are
shown in Loynes's Flog Sheets (photocopies); disgramned after
years of careful reseanrch. J4ny flag-maker ignoring these diagrams
night prcduce (say for an historic,-: or a pericd film) an early
Unicn Jack which wculd cry out as a plece of bad pericd-detail.

The 175v Union Jack of 1lu by 18 had its whitec saltire very
narrow and alse this was not true to diasgonal.

THE GREAT UNIUN

This is the crny banner versica of Unlon Jack and has develcped
indepesudently of the naval versicon, end finally standardized by
alny Hegulanticns 1898,

It is shape 4 by 5; has a fringe nnd its crcsses are broad; its
fimbwiotion ver nsrrow; This subject is fully declt with in
Majom "Zdward's beok on Standnrds and Guideons. '

The Unicn Flag and the Great Unicn Banner nre both VERY .
EFFIOTIVE; there is no need for a third cne, Stewart's nedicere
Ll by 1y style. 4 flag of shape 1 by 2 takes the wind ripples better
than any other shaped flag.

vhaerve the large Unicn Flag flying over the Hcuse of Lords,

Criticisn and rejoinders invited from vexillogisis.

Teculs Loynes.
Bureau of Historie Flags,
4, Stanhope Reoed,
S%. JTancs,

TONBRIJGE WELLS, KENT,
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CUuLN' 4 GH

G.,uuu Years of Lr-rmress

Dy F.J. Knight.

In prinitive civilisaticns there was nc meoney as we know it
now and so gords were exchanged. The cow, for instance,was worth
a certain ancunt -f cther goods. -

althoush not used much as a nediun of exchange, slaves were
rcgarded as a neasure of a man's wealth in scnie early socitics.

The North Jdmericen Indian wenipun was e rather elever forn of
prinitive monecy. Its value depended up.n its lencth and eélour-
black beads beins the ricre veluable.

4s tine passed, the dissdvantages cof exchenging ccws for other
geods becnne appareant. Sc objeets such as the cowrie shell were
used instcad. : : '

Chinese pu, cr spade mfney is intcrcsting as thc genecral
belicf is that its shape is derived from an nncient agricultural
tocl which had also been used 2s a nediunm of exchangc.

" The sesrch for o mere flexible currency led to systens where
weights .f netal were given a fixed velue. The Ent, was the basis
of early Egyptian currency.

wanclent Dritish e ins were stronpgly influenced by the Renan
cins which were widcly in use. Different coins were isaued by
various tribes.

Itonan ecins were often usel in sncient Dritain., The systcen
was based cn the denarius which was to give us the d. in the
Lesule o pre~decinal days.

By about .Lu 800 a definite British ccin was emerging. This
was the silver penny which was tc be in usec fcr hundreds of years.

The neecd for o dencnineticn larger than a penny led to the
geaneral issue cf the groat - or great piece - during the nid-
fourtecnth century. The grocat was werth four pence,

Thé sovereign appeered in Britain during the reign ~f Henry V11
and was current at 20 shillings - the shilling being another
¢oin which appeared at this tine.

Seventeenth-century Eanland saw the Geveloprnent of banknotes
which oripginated fronm the practicc of Lond:-n goldsniths naking
their receipts for gold depesited, freely negctiable to the bearer
of the receipt.
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Sinee the abandcnment of the gola stanuara in 1931, ncdern
bonknoctes have been entirely inccavertable intc peold 2nd are
accepted as a sinple and flexible fornm of noney.

L further develcpenent, the cheque, gave even mcre flexibility
to the operaticrn -f buying and selling goods,

Charge cards appcored in the U.S.4. in the 19508 and gquickly

spread to this country. They allow you to buy goods witheut cash
but the acccunt nust be settled gquickly, usually within 2 nonth.
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TRuGELY N MY FESTIV..L .J..¥,
| By F. Sunner.

My twc grandfathers were each awarded a nedal for rescue work
follewing the railway accident, which occurcd at Leyland Staticn in
1898, They werc both railway servants, .ne a signalnan in the box
at Leyland, the cther in a sinilar capacity at Buxicn Juacti n,
neither being wn duty o the friefnl night.,. T have in ny possession
cne of these nednla, Lo name Thorne Slower beling inscribed cn cne
facc. The reverse bears the iagend "Ircscntcd by the L and Y Railway
Ccupany in rececgniticn of valumble ald readercd tc the injured in a
¢cllisicn at Leyland <a Juae 2nd 1893," I an art sure as tc the number
who gained a medal, but there were at least scvcntcen cther rceipients,
nenbers of the Layland and Fariangton hAnbulance Section. They were
¢iven nedals at irest.n sublic Hall during the annual ccacert of the

ireston Sobulence Corps ca Ostober 8th. Their nanes were or pessibly
are, in s.ne casegs - Thonas Fazackerly, Janes Smith, Thenas Morris,
Janes: ilccd, Robert Helrnes, Janes irescott, VWilliam irescott,

John Pearnley, Jancs Fearnley, Thomas Huxley, Llbert Banister,

John J. Yates, Williso Jackscn, Eiwerd Lanbert, Themes Marsden,

John Hanpscn fjnr.)i Hathew Hackwcrth,

Junc 2nd was the Thursday cf Whit-week in that year, and it was
alsc the first day cf Leyland liey Festival = the liay gqueen whose
reign had just begun wes kilas Susan France. There was tc be 2 tragic
event s scon after her coreasticn.

4t 8-55 p.n. the Lancashire and Yorkshire excursicn train wes
standing 20y yards acrth £ Leyland stati-a with the siganl at danger,
It was ercwided with excursivnists returning froo the saonual cuting of
the Canin Street Band of Hope, Beswiclk, Manchcster. They had started
cut, 600 nen, wonen and children, at 4-10 thet morning tco enjoy a
dey at the seaside. The wrestin Guardian ¢f June 4th set the evening
scens in dracatic frshi n; "The nocn was up, and the landscape wes
flocded with brillisant light. BEverything was peaceful and serene,
nany <f the excursicnists hald fallen asleep, and the stillass of the
heautiful night was broken canly by the sweet strains of hymns scone
of the children were singing.™

Suddenly cut of the aight, cene excursicn trnin No, 14, bound
freo Moreesaobe to Radeliffe, and cn the semc rallis, snashed its way
int: the rear :f Wz 2. The Guardinn then goes on; "The scene was
awful beyond desceriphicn, Wo. 2 wrain suffered severs danage. There
was but o Momentary paraiveis of sconscs, and the railwey cfficials,
uninjured passcnzers anl the pecple of the necighbourhood were scon
at work extrieoting the sufferers.” The Queen's Hotel and the
billiard ro o of the Railway.Hdniel were turned inuis casualty staticns,
while locel pecple cpened thelr homes to ernrcrt the distressed.
Ganzs «f men were socn at sork with stretchers cn which they carried
pecple away., Uooters ihillips, Derry and Fraser frin Leyland £nd
peetocr Sharples from Lostock Hall were scon present, together with
deeters fron Chorley and lreston.
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Donfires were 1it al:ing the ambankcents st that the rescuers
sh.uld not lack light, and twe special trains were cumnissicned te
toke the injured ¢ ircston Royal Infirnary. The final tcll was
niraculcusly low, twe dead and fifty seri-usly injured.

The following day e preliminary enquiry was held in the walting
rcon at Leyland Stati.on by the Board of Trade, in the perscn of Colcnel
.L8dis.n. The e¢rr.ner lr. J, .arker was present al ng with several
prominent railway cfficials.

0n June 9th, the inquest ¢n the twe deceascd was hell .at the
C:r.ner's Court. The proceedings bagan with a nass ¢f technical
evidence regarding the statec of the signals. The evilence given by
siznal box staff, and currcborated by inderendent witnesses was
disputed by Driver Uhyte and his fircpan of the Nr. 14 train. I%
trenspired that a third train was indirectly invclved., This was a
goods train cn the 'up slew' line, and it was aheald of the No. 14
by its cwn length, the tw: trains in c.llisirn being ca the 'up fast'.
Sugresticns that the twe noving trains were recing c¢r that Jriver
hytc was drunk eculd nct be borne cut seid Cclenel Addisin, in his
evidcnce. Vhyte was warned that any eviiecncc he neight give at the
ingucst could be -used eagainst him shuld e ocrininel charge be preferrec.
He zlceted tu specak however, and said in conflict with the signals st
staff that the siznals mave hira clear road. In answer to- the
goroner, he blesmed the sncke and stean fron the gocds train for
cbseuring his view of the rear lizhts cno the No,2. The jury rctired
at 9-15 to return at 10-23 when the frrenan said that they found
that the accident was caused thrcugh wilful ~2nd culpable nagligence
cff Willian vhyte.

The fcllowing day, at a specinl sitting of the llagistrates
Ccurt at Leyland, VYhyte was remended cn bail until June 16th, cn a
charze of manslaughter.

Juring the weeks interval, the Mayour of ireston received an
caquiry froo Queen Vietoria, asking for news of the injured.

The Renand Ccurt sot at Leylani -n the 16th, thc bench beilng
under the chairmanship cf lr. R.L.Cr:osse, and some inportant new
evidence canc to lizht. It transpired that the signalnan at Dashalls
Sidings had allcwed a farner's lad, Williar Bennet of Hish ish Farno,
to visit thc bex cn a number of cocasiong, 2nd furthcrmeore, he had been
allewed to pull the sigaal levers. DBennet had in fact been in the
bcx on the evening cf June 2nd, but both he and Robinscon naintained
that he had nst pulled any levers, and that he ha@ left for hcne.
before the acceident cccured. It was of ciurse agalnst coopany
rulcs for any unauthcrised perscn. te be in a signal box, and when.
Robins:in was asked to s2ay why he head not l1isclisclé Bennet's visit,
he replied; "Deeause T was not asicd." 4t the closure lWhyte was
fornally coonited T llanchester Lssizes.
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He steood trial there July 13th before Mr. Justice Ridley.
The ireston Guardian's acdecunt begins "The indictment of a driver
is fortunately a rare occureace, but the extracrdinary nature of
the case, with the anticipatirn of sensaticnal developrents led
tc the Lssize Court being besieged long befcore the ccurt cpened.”
Defending Ccuncil rnade great play ¢f the fact that Rebinsca had
Bennett as a visiter tc-His boex cn the,fatal night, but bcth
repcated that Bennett had left scne tinme before the accident. It
was clearly the ain of defending ccunsel tc shift the blene ca to
the signalnan, and Vhytc naintained tc the end thet he had a clear
signal, Evidence that this was nct sc was cverwhelning. The jury
retired for cne hour and thirty five nminutes, and ca returning,
\hyte was pr:ncunced guilty, with a recimnendaticn tc nmoeroy in
view cf the pris.ners lcng service and previcus good character.
The judge rerarked that he agreed with the verdict and ccrncurred
with the request .f the jury, scntencing Vhyte tc »nly ~ne mcnth's
irprisinnent with hard labcour. The irest:n Guardian's accrunt
closes: "un hearing the sentence, twe woenen, evidently relatives
cof Whyte, ccrmmenced screaning, and had tc be assisted to a cab,
in o hysterical ccnditirn. The decisi:n-of the jury was received
with applause which was quickly suppressel.”

The viear of Leyland paid glowing tribute tc his parishioners
in the :arish Crlendar for July 1698. In this he says: "Many a
patient, nany a lcving acticn, many a deed of genercus charity,
was called forth by that whicﬁ, to cutward appearances, seened only
preductive of wce,"

Also in the calendar wrs this article:

The following letter has been reccived by the vicar, with the
recquest that it should be printed in the nagazine-

We have nuch pleasure in dcing sc, as probably this is the
;nly way the passengers who were in the fated train enn express
their thanks t: their unkncwn friends.

4 shawl kindly leat -n this ‘ccasi.n, has been returned tc
the vicnrage; cwners can have sanme cn giving satisfnetcory deseripticn-

"e the nenbers of Canning Strect Trtnl Lbstinence Scciety,
desire to express cur henrtfelt thanks to the pecple of Leyland for
their kind brotherly feelings towards their brothers and sisters
who were in the disaster cn June 2ni. Srme of us, who were in the
accident, will never forget the kindness and attenticn we received
at their hands. If cver the word charity (which neans love) was
shcwn in e true sense, it was by the pecple of Leyland - God bless
them. -

sec: # Kayler anl W.H. Henshall
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YoUR IOCAL HISToRY,

By F. Cunmpstey.

Many cf us are interested in cur lceal history, whether of
county or parish, tewn or village - cr we noy wish te know nore of
sone pericd in histcry or sone histericzl subject such ns leecal
goveradent, poor law adninistratiocn, developnent of educrtiocn
transport, cr asgriculture; cr perhaps ocur intcrcsts lie within
the realns of genealogy.

up to & point cur needs are met by thc rescurces of the publie
library, for nany exccllant bocks are available on mest aspects of
general and local history. 4lso it may be renembered that ruch

valuable informaticn can be chbtained frem the volumes of transactions
" published by the Lancashire and Cheshire Record, Histcric and
antiquarian Sccietics. However, the ancunt of histeorical infcrnation
which has gct iato print is infinitesinal ccnpared with that which
still remains in nnnuscript form - therefore, in effect alnost
unkncwn.

In order tc preserve the grert héritnge of nanuseripts relating
to this ccunty, the County Ccouncil established the Lancashire Record
Office in 1940 to cnsure the pernanent pressrvation of the naxinum
nunber of Lancashire deocuncnts which their owners and custodians
care to place there., The sin of the Record Jffice is to safeguard,
repair catalogue ond neke accessible all the histerie~l naterial
placed in its custcdy and, thereby, tc stinulate as nuch as possible
the study cf leccal history. JLlmost 21l the documents other than
those of the Ccunty Ccuncil and the ccurt of Quarter Scssions are
depésited cn permanent loan. Their public-spirited depcsitors
have the satisfacticn of knowing thet their documents are kept
under the best pcssible conditicas in air-ccnditicned strong-roonms
are cared for by specialist staff, and at the sane time serve the
very uscful purposc of bcing the basis of new historical research.

The lancashire Record Office was established in accordance with
the recomnnendations of the Rcyal Commission on i1ublic Reccords and
has been approved by the Lord Chanceller as a suitable place of
depcsit for menoriel docunents and tithe commutation awards; by
the iresident of the ircbate Divisicn of the Hizh Court cof Justice
for probaste recorda; by the TCishops of Blackburn, Carlisle,
Liverpocl aad Murchsghar 00 parschisl and ceriain diocesan records;
and the Roman Catholic fLrehbishop of Liverpool and Bishop of
Lancaster for peruchial records.

There is a constant influx of bighly inportant and interesting
neauscripts, nmany of which cagt o rew light on the sceial, econonmic,
ecclesiastical and genecalogicnl histcry of all parts of Lancashire.

The depositers include private indaviduals, Firns of soliciters,
owners of great estates, churches, schools and local authorities,
who are reccgnizing nore and nicre the virtues cf the Record Office's
being based upcn the gecgraphical county, as histery cannot be
ccnsidered fronm the standpoint of modern fluctuating adninistrative
boundaries.
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The ccre ¢f the Reccrd Cffice counsists of the very extensive
archives of the justices of the -peasce whco, until 1889, were
responsible for the administraticn of the whele of Leneashire
except a small number of bircuzhs, 2s well as for the corrying cut
of the judicial activities which they still perform. The very
large numbers of justices' records here date back to the reign of
BEdward V1 - few ccunties having clder - and they relate tc such
varied matters as procecdings of the court cof Quarter Seasicns,
aduinistraticn of pocr relief, repeir of rcads and bridges,
appointments of high ~nd parish ccnstables, ccroners' acccounts,
registration of dissenters' meeting-places, nilitia, priscns,
transport of arny baggage, taxaticn, licensing of alehcuses,

registraticn of the cstotes of Reman Catholics, land-tax assesments,
electors' lists etc., ;

Alsc in the Record vEfficc are the archiyes cof such superseded
authorities as becards of guardians of the pcor, rural sanitary
authcrittes, highway beards, turanpikc trusts, scheol boards,
improvement comnissions, local beards of health ond drainage
boards.

A great deal of useful material is provided by the many
sollecticons of parish reeords deposited in the Reeord Office,
such as the registers ~f ehristonings, narringes and burials, the
seecounts of churchwardcns, overseers of %the nocr, surveycrs of
the highways and parish ccnstables, township meeting ninutes,
apprenticeship indcntures, ratc-becks and charity papers. There
are the interesting archives of the Licuteacacy and the Sceiety

of Fricnds in Lancashire, as well as those ¢f the Ronan Cathclio
archdiceecse «f Liverp: -l before 189%; the criginel wills and
inventories for the whole county datiang from the fiftcenth te

the nincteecath ecniury, the vast serics of bishcps' trnascripts

of parish registers, the tithc ccmnutation awards and plans for
nearly every township and the awards and ploas nade for the
enclosure of ccnmons. 4lso therc are thcusands of plans, dating
from 1791 tc the preseant day, mede in connexicn with projected
canals, rcads, waterwerks, railways, gos and eleetricity wcrks
and other deveclopnents and improveinents,
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Scores ¢f thiouscnds of estate nand femily documents, dating
fron the reign of Henry 1, heve been deprsited by many pecple,
includin: the Barls of Jerby, Lathch snd Scftcn; Lerds Xeny.n,
Hesketh, Chcsham, Garard, Lilf:ird and J'Hagan (Trwneley); Sir Cuthbert
de Hosht-n, Sir Roger Hulton, Sir Dverard Scorisbrick, Darts., and
the fenilics cf Aliscn of iark Hall, Lrchibeld of Ruslend, Iankcs of
Winstanlcy, Bird of Cccikerhan, Ireland Dlackburne ~f Hale, Dlundell
.f Crosby, Weld Blundell cf Ince Blundell, Bourne ¢f .resall and
Stalpine, Dreddyll of Drockall and lortfield, Fitzherbert-Brockholes
of Claushton, Cavendish ¢f Holker, Clifton of Lytham, Crcss of Shaw
Hill, Farington of Worden, Finch of Mawdcsley, Formby of Feroby,
Garnett <f yuerancre, Greenweod cf Clerk Hill, Hepwe:d of Hopweod,
Xnowlys of Heyshan, .arker of Browsholome, iedder of Finsthwaite,
Lctre and Walnsley of Junkenhalgh, Rawstorne of Hutten and leaworthan,
Stanley ¢f Crcss Hall, Hawkshead Talbet ¢f Eccleston, Tatton of
Cuerdca, Trappes-L:aax of Lllsprings, Walmsley ¢f liestword, ield
(Shircburn) ¢f St nyhurst, Willis of Halstead , Vinkley «f Drcckholes
enl Yoersley <f ilatt.

The public scarch roco of the Lencashire Reerrd office is
cpen during ncrnel office hours and there are no nore frroalitics
than at your reference library. There are lists.and indexes available
an ever-grewing c-~llection of reference borks, and treined staff
o assist you; su all whe are intercsted are invited to cnll at,
oy econunicate with, the Lancashire Reecrd office, Sessicns House,
Lancaster Rond, LRESTUN.
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HISTORIC BUILDINGS & STATELY HOMES,

2, HAREWOOD HOUSE,

ONE OF YORKSHIRE'S GREAT HOUSES

Harewood House was built in 1759-1771 for Edwin Lascelles (later Lord
Lascelles), descended from a line of Yorkshire squaires. It is a fine
example of the Corinthian style of architecture & was designed by the
famour architects Robert Adam & John Carr of York and its setting is a
timbered landscape & lake laid out by the noted 18th century landscape
gardener, "Capability Browm". -

Edwin Lascelles was succeeded by his cousin Edward who was created lst
Early of Harewood in 1812, The family have been collectors & patrons
of the arts over the past 200 years & the collection of paintings, furniture

& porcelain make Harewood House a veritable treasure house & well worthy
of visiting,

It is situated in the village of Harewood at the junction of the A6l and
A659 roads approx, 8 miles from Leeds and it is open to the public on
several days each week during the summer months,
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5. THE GUILDHALL, YORK,

The Guildhall is an integral part of York's history. Built in
the 15th century on the site of a former Commonhall, it served
the guilds as a mecting place, though, as well, most guilds
had their own hall or shared one with another guild. These
medieval puilds largely controlled the trade of the city, saw
that work was up to standard and also loocked after the
interests of their members.

The present Guildhall is a replica of the 15th century build-
= ing, the original being destroyed by fire in an air raid in

1942; it was opened in 1060 by Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother. The ancient
stone walls escaped total destruction and form the frame of the reconstructed
Hall. Each oak pillar is cut from a4 single tree trunk. The original pillars
came from the medieval Forest of Galtres nearby; the present ones from north-
ern estates. The bosses in the timbered roof are in the form of heraldic
shields, grotesques and foliage, copies of former bosses. At the apex of the
roof are the Royal Arms and the Arms of York. The city arms are also incorp-
orated as a floor design in front of the raised dais,

The stained glass window depicts the history of York. To the left of the dais
is a wrought-iron balustrade, gift from Miinster, York'!s twin city in Germany;
to the right is a bronze plaque which survived the fire. It was given to

York in 1924 by 'her god-child!' the City of New York 'as an expression of
friendship and goodwillt, ' ’

In its long life the Guildhall has served many purposes. Perhaps the most
splendid social oceasion was in 1483 when Richard TII was entertained there on
his first visit as King. For hundreds of years the ancient ceremony of the
Reading of the City Assize Commission took place there before H,M. Judges
proceeded to the Castle, the last occasion being in 1971 when the Assizes were
replaced by the Crown Court system. Meectings, concerts, exhibitions are still
held in the Hall and in 1971 the first dinner for over thirty years - to
celebrate the Silver Jubilee of the York Civiec Trust.

The Guildhall is open to the public on weekdays throughout the year and at
weekends during the summer months,

(19)



4L _Master Known by a licuse

Submitted by Mrs D. Mather.

Quietly and uncbstrusively, Janes Thonpsca scratches cut
sheaves of notes. He is writing about Robert Thempscn (ao
relation) the naster craftsnan whose cak furaniture nmade hin
werld fanous as the Mouse Man.

Thonpscn - wheose werk can be seen in many cathedrals and
churches throughcut the British Isles - adopted the ncuse as
his trade nark.

Mr. Thcenpson, 59, first becane interested in the carver's
oraftmanship eight years agc. His son Brian, was killed in
a rcad accldent and he ocomnissicned Thompscn's firm to carve a

nenorial font.

Later, when he tried toc find out about Thonpscn hinself
in ncre detail he had difficulty finding written infernmaticn.
Sc he has set cut hinmsclf tc write about the Mouse Man, working
steadily and unncticed - in nuch the sene way as Thenpscn
hinself cnece did.

Fron his scafront home at Morecambe, he enbarked cn the
task purely cut of perscamal interest, but as thc infcrmaticn
flcws in, Mr Thorpson, a retired insurance broker, now hepes
the eventual stcry of one of DBritain's finest coraftsnen will
be wcrth publishing.

“. retired bank mansger has had a bcoock abrut nisericords
(chcir scats) published, so I thrught I could list all the mice. "

Last June, he began the painstaking task of tracing
infcrnatica about examples of Thonpscn's work in 790 churches.
He says he'll be happy if he gets replies from 250, MMost of
the master's work is tc be fcund in Yorkshire, Lancashirc and
Durham, slthcugh therc are kncwn tc be excmples abread,.

vn the dcor of the ncw St. Mary's Cethcolic church at
Leyland, the ncusc is upside dcwn, which Mr. Thrompson belleves
tc be unique. 3Several pews arc adcrned with nice.

At latterdale Church in the Lakc Distrioct, church wardens
carry Thoopscn-carved staves, alsc distinctive because the nice
have front paws - an indicaticn that they are very carly works.,
The front paws were left off when it was found continuel
pclishing tended to break theno.
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Robert Th-oopson's nane hes becn assceiated with ecclesiastical
wocdwerk since 1519 when he made n large ercss for a cenctery at
inpleforth village in the Nerth Riding., It wes the aclieval
cak-work of the choir stalls in Ripon Cathedrnl which inspired hin
to rekindle the spirit -f true craftananship in naturcl tirber.

He carved the twe great condlesticks on the nein altar at
Vestninster Lbbey, York liinster wnly a few nilecs fron his native
Kilburn, has many excmplcs of his werk. '

lir. Thenpsca says he has had a zo0d resp.nse s- far to requests
for iofornnti- n., fLncaz a bateh of letters is cne fron the Dishop
of Datal, saying that hec prsscsscs two Thonpscn ashtrays, ocne
cheesebeard and a fruit bowl,

vecple .wning exanples of the carver's d.nestic pieces have
gcntacted 1ir. Thermpsin and he hopes cthers will do 87, He has
als: been pr-onised a student's thesis ¢n ecclesiastical weord-
carving, which ecnteins a secticn devoted to the werk of Rebert
ThEpS' N

4lth.ugh the raster creftsnan was weorld fancus vhen he died,
it was through his humble beginnings that he came tc usc the
ncusc as & trade nark.

Thenpson wnce described how the ddea erme to him: "I was
carvinz & bean ca a churech roof when another carver nurnercd
something about us being as pocr as church nice - and cn the spur
of the ninent I corved one.

1 fterwards, I dccided to adupt it ~s a trade nark, because
I th ught hcew a nouse ranages to scrape and chew avay the hardest
wood with its ehisel-1ike teeth, and it worlcs quietly; nchody
tekes nuch n tice,

nl thnughﬁ_that was neybe like this workshcp hidden away’
in the Hambleton Hills. It is what you night cell industry in
quiet places - so I put the mcuse on all ny werk.” '

He was ccrtainly.on his bean cnds at cne tine,*because
Mr Thonpscn has been lucky encuch to get a photocopy of a letter
the cerver wrcte fron Kilburn in 1926 to the lceal viear, "I an
clear run Cown end want to go away for a few days rest...l should
be glad if I cculd have s:'ne nrney this week"

In view of thc mark he wes to leave on church weodwerk for

years tc cone, cac ean only assune that he got his rniveh needed
rest.
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THE__LEGZNJ OF THE LINCCLN TMi

Subnitted by
MI‘S. LOIIO L‘—Bzenby

The devil was in a gocd humcur cnc day,

Lnd let out his sprightly ycung demcns to play.
One dived in the sea, and was not at 2ll wet;
vne junped in a furnace; no scorch @id hc get;
une rede on a reinbow; cne delved in the dirt;
Gne handled fork lightning, nor got any hurt;
une strocde cn the wind as he wculd ~n a steed,
4ind thus to old Lindun was carried with- speed,
Vlhere aldernen heard him conceitedly say
"There'll be, cre I leave it, the devil t~ pay.”

".nd now," says the Imp, "take me inte the church;
"His lordship of Lindun I'11 knock ~ff his perch;
“I'11 blcw up the chapter,and blcw up the deon;

"The cann' ns I'll cann>n richt ~wer the scrcen;
"I'11 bliw up the singers, bass, tenvcr, ~nd b y;
"ind the blower himecelf =h=21l a blewinz enjoy;

"The croanist too, shall rizht speedily find

“That I'1l o one better in raising the wind;

“Tr11 blow cut the windcws, and bliw cut the lights,
"Tear vestnients t- trtters, put ritual t- rishts!
"und c'en the pu-r verger who cories in ny roead

"Will find"- valzger Inp! "he moy likewisc be blowedl™

Wow the wind has his foults, but y-u'll fiand cn the whele
If s-newhat unccuth, he's an crthodex goul;

e w:uldn't blow heard cn = nonarceh, I ween,

Ner ruffle the robes of a biship or dean;

4nd if fior disscenters he enrcs ot the least,

You wea't eatch him blewing up deaccon or pricst

The nan in the street he nmay rudely unrig,

But hec snatches nct judze's cor barrister's wigs

Wwhen he enters a church, as the nusicnl karw

'"Tis cnly tc nake the sweet crgan-pipes blow;

The toct on the choir cr the "Swell” or the "grert."
Lné hencc 2t the Inmp he was justly irate;

Sc in sorrowful anger he said to the clf,

"Not! here I shall step, you ray oo by yourself.”

The inpudent clf in derisiian replied,

"Such half-hearted folks are nuch better cutside

"To furce you to enter I cenndt, but see,

"Till I've finished ny fun, you nust waeit here for nel"
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Then he entered the pcrch in =n inp-icus way

veclaring the nove shruld be spelt with a Kj

He rcamed thrcugh esch transept, he strclled in each aisle,
Then he thcught in the chcir he would romp for a while,
4is he passed 'ncath the rond no obeisance he nade;

No rev'reace at all to the altar he paild;

He thumbed all the cancns' and chcristers' bocks,

snd cast c¢an the snints his mest insclent locks;

The chalicc and patens were safe in o box,

He was stopped in the act ~f unpicking the locks,

He hacked ot the lectern and chopped at the stalls;

The tapestry tore frim the sanctified walls;

Inccnsed azeinst incense, the thuriblcs he

Denclished; the ernllesticks broke on his knee.

Then seeiny scrme angels he oried, "iYretty things,
"4 sackful of fenthers I'1} pluck frcm yeur wings
“"Ps make ne a couch when I'm tired of this joke,"
4ht scon he wrs scrry thnt rudely he spoke;

For the tiniest angel; with amethyst eyes

4nd hair like spun 5cld, 'foirc the altar "did rise,
ircncuncing these words in » dignified tone

"0 impicus I.p; bc ye turned intc stonel™

8 he was, as you'll se¢ when to Linecla ycu stray;
4nd the wind has-been waiting cutside till this day.
You can't sec the wind, but no natter for that
Believe, -r he'll b yru of elrak ~r of hat.

HURLL
This nmcral, I trust y-u'll deduce froo ny lay-
If ever ycu're minded the nischief tc play,
Be surc thet you're able the "necdful™ to find,
In cther w:rds, ocertain of "paising the wind";
4tnd then, when ycu're bent upcn *zeing the paoce,™
L.n't eccunt cn the wind, or I pity your case.
There arc bikes at ycur service and motnrs grlore,
Stean gas, and clectric machines by the secre;
Lgein, if for skittish anuscment you search,
vunt necddle, I pray, with affeirs ¢f the church.
The puppets of pclities - all will sdait-
Lre legitimate spert fur exuberant wit;
Lut if ever o trick on the clergy you play,
You'll spec@ily find there's the "dickens tc pay."
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Tc angels - when met - be extremely pclite,
aAttenticns ftco forward they'll keenly requite;
Jon't ruffle their feathers; just let then alone,
Else, if ycu're convertcd. '"twill bg into stone;
Uon't chunm with low pecple, unruly and beld,

snd be left when they've done with you, “cut in the cold.”
Jon't be far too aelever; but seck to be zeocd,

4n8 when you're at Line:oln bchave as y.u sh-ouldg
Step intc the Minster the Inp tc behcld,

Whe peints to the truth of the tale that I've told.
Sc visit 14 Lindun, » city ricst rare;

oI course take a ticket and pay the duc fercl
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The Heraldic Badge
By Arthur Jones,

Ts wuotc fron the Haeralds Circular to loenl authoritices on
the wrons use of the Civil Lrnst

W/, punber of autheritics disliking this practicc (unauthorised
perscas displaying their Coat of Lrn:? nnd wishing tc provide a
lezitinets cutlet for loenl patrictisn through the display by their
citizecns of scrc authorised device indicative of their citizenship,
have obtaincd grants of Dadgces, which they do not object - see
uscd in the same way in which thc Uni: n flag is used ~n cccasicns
¢f public rejcicing as a mark <f Loynlty”

The Dadges referred tc by the Heranlds arc reguler hcraldic
cablens assccinted with the ccat -f arns, but nct part cof it,

Scne examples of these badges are Greater ILondcn, Manchester,
and Chestcr.

Badges ¢f this typc are very sinilar %o those used by ncany of
sur ancicnt fanilics, and can be uscd in a variety of ways as
subsiduary cmoblcns:i-

- as cap and buttcn btedges for cecuncil enployces;

- for nerking equiprent, library bocks, and oincr publicaticas
and papcers;

- for use as property signs con vehicles ond premiscs;

- ndditicnal decorati:ns ~n eivil insignia.

- 4Lbove all they are cacst suitable for use by crdinary eitizcns
and ratepayers who arc secking scne ncans of cxpressing thelir sense
of ecnmunity and leyalty to their town or county. oOne inportant

use under this heqding is in the badges 2nd insignia adapted by
lxeal sceieties; e.z. loccal yacht cr focotbell clubs,
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Subnritted by Arthur Jeones.

BOOKS FOR LJuC.L HISTURILNG.

Members mizht be intercstcd in the followingi-

The Lceal Historian (Quarterly) 25p.
The Village (Quartcrly) 5p.
Crafts, Traées & Industries by 4 Jewell. 13p.
Dircetcry for Loeal Historians. 13p.
Hedges Loeal History 5¢p
The Historian's Guide tco Crdnance
Survey Maps by J.B.Harley & CuW. 1hillips 50p.
~w to read & Ceat of iLrns by 1.G. Sunners 30p.
Lccal Histcory Exhibiti-ns by N, G&ok. 12p.
Maps for the Leerl Historian by J.B. Harley gop.
4 lieGicval Farning Gl:ssary of Lati & English
Words by Canncn J.L. Fisher & V.R.Iowell 9Cp.
Tape Recirdings of Loenl Dialect by S, Ellis. 7D
Ways & lieans in Lcer)l Histcry by & Evcritt 55p.

The above irzen books and panphlets arc cbtainable from:-
The Neti.nal Council of S:éial Scrvice.
26 Dadford Squarc.
LOWuuN
1C18 3HU

Add 10% to value cof crder for irost & Iacking,
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CHULRCH LR/SSES.

By F.J. Knight.

Sir lcter Legh was very happy with his wife Elaenc, So nuch
sc; in fact that when she.deid at an early age hc left the life
hc had shared with her and bacane a priest.

Hnd vhen he died 36 years later a verYfine ncnunental brass
wes laid in St. vswald's larish Church Winwiek, VWarringtcon, as e
penerial to the couple.

That was ‘in 1527, since then ccuntless numbers ~f pecple
have visitel the church %: adnire what is probably cne ~f the
Tinest brasses in this part of the c-untry.

For ntt only is the broass still in reascnablc conditirn,
but cn it .Sir iecter is depicted wearing both his knights arncur
and the priest's r-bes he tock when Elene diced in 1:91., Ls well
as his priest's chasuble, spurs, swerd end erpcur can be szen,
and therc arc certninly very fcw brassscs wherc a figure is wearing
bith anywhcre in the country.

The Legh facily were well kncwn in the Winwick nrea. They
cuned lend in the parish, althrush their fanily hine was Lyne
Hall Cheshire. The Legh irms, at Wewtin-lc-Villeows, gets its
nane fren then and at cne tine they cwanel the big house and land
that is now Haydock raceecursc. '

The 3uin. high brass tc Sir leter and his wife is n-w on the
wall in the Lcgh chapel in Vinwiek Church. It is acrt kocwn
whether Sir leter is actunlly burlced there, but therc are 14 of
the fanily in the veult there.

This is thc s:rt of history that can lie behin? a m-nunental
brass. Dut as well as tracing the histcry -f brassés there is
tilay an erer-inereasing intercst in brass rubbing.

licre 2nd nore mounted rubbiness are can sale in the shops as
wrll decrraticas. Ur a birthlay card night have a "“bress rubbing”
«n the front.

Dut all sports have their rules - 2nd a great derl of lrnese
can be lone if the "rules' .f brass rubbing arc not alhercd to. -

In fact, in nany ctsss churches have stoppe? pernitt ing
rubbing of certain brosses because o¢f the damage that is being
lcne.
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Rubbing of Winwick's twc brasses, for exanple, is nct cnecurageqd
and is restricted tc very special oeses. 4s well as the Legh brass
there is ~n carly cne in the Gerard Chapel, of Teter Gerarl, s-n cof
Sir Themas Gerard, which lotes back to 1485 anl is of o knight in
arpour surrcunded by o oconcpy. The Gerard fanily erne from Dryn,

ncar Wigan.

But the Gerard brass is very badly danaged. It is on the flocr,
and the actual metal has beca worn snorth., JAnd it has becn pillaged-
lunps of the cancpy have been stclen, g that the eancpy has alnost
gone.

The church authcrities ot Winwick have been advised tc put firn
restricti-ns cn the rubbing of these brasses - r else they will be
ccnpletely Jdestroyed, which would be a trogedy.

For the c¢rigin of brasses can be traced to the 12th century,
althcugh the earlicst brass in England is of Sir John d'lberncn and
Jdates back tc 1277, It's 78 inches long anl is at Stoke d'lberncn
in Surrey.

Many of this ccuntry's best and most fam-us brasses arc in the
scuth and east cf the ccuntry, probably because initinlly the netal
had tc be impcrted from places like Hollandé anl usually cane to o st
ccast ports, Norfolk is ‘ne county which is particularly rich in
nonuriental brasses. It was during the reign of Blizabeth I that
zinc was discovered in Bagland and bresses of leceal netal nede.

: The first thing to do when Jdcing e brass rubbing is tc make surc
that the brass is clean and free fron grit - and make sure that
you've ncteld every bit of the brass tc¢ be rubbed. 4 quick sketch can
help prevent the conissi:n cf half a sword for example.

Then strong thin peper is fixed cver the_brass with nasking
tape (Sellotape leaves narks) and black hecl-ball, o ecmpcund cf
beeswax, tallow and lanp black is rubbed ecvenly over the paper.

But brass rubbing is a strenuous exercise. Harl rubbing from
the start is needed to producc an even and black effect. Many
pecple rub the stone slab as well to give a clerrer idca of the brass
and its surrcundings.

The usc of hecl-ball gives & monctene rubbing, anl is the mest
cormon methoed. Dut scme rubbings have been decne in aluminiun foil
although doubts have been expressed about the safety cof this in
relaticn to the brass.

What sort of pecple ere ccnmenorated ~n nmonunental brasses?
The brasses were pretty cxpensive sc often wealthy kanights or clersy
are found on them., 4 wife and children might alse be shown. In
other areas wealthy merchants such as wool traders, would lerve

meney for a brass, or even have cne done while they were still
alive.
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There were styles in brasscs, and in fact they have little
nerit as perscnal portraits of the ccomencrated persen. 4 popular
thecry is that therc were a number cof “workshops” specialising in
naking brasses, and emch had its cwn style, althcugh it is pessible

there was cnly -ne naker with deveral styles.

Brasses give an invaluable insight into the life in England
between the 13th and nid-16th centuryy.. the armour that knights
and erusaders were for exanple, the type of nmail they were, swords,
and ¢f ccursc shields.

For an intcrest in brass rubbing can lead tc a study of heraldry,.
ilany .f the brasses have shields cn them. The interest in brasses
usually starts because rubbings con be very rewarding tc nekc, and
they look nigce as wall deccrnticns. Then an intercst in their
history and hereldry develops.

Scne people do have rather npore ¢f & ccmnereial interest in
dcing bress rubbings, and scrietines churches are against this.
They may charge say, &5 fcor sonecne tc do & rubbing for sclling.

In all cases it is best tc ask periissicn of the vicer beforc
cing a - rubbing, and & snall charge nay be nade cor donatica requested
to help in the upkeep of the church.

In thc Nerth-Vicst therc are a nunber c¢f goed brasses that can
be rubbed, for exanple at Scftcn, ncar liaghull, Ruffcrd, Ecclcston,
near Chorley and liiddletoen.

BErass rubbing is thc sort of hcbby that can bring a lot of
cnjeyacat t& pecple of all ages. But -1t is csscntial to kncw how
to do the jcb properly before starting a rubbing.

There arc scveral books cn the subject. IFf thesc brasses are
abused or defaced by pecople walking on then or marking then they
cen be sericusly danaped. Repair work can be dene, but it is not
checap an? these brasses arc pert of our history.

Therc havc been cascs wherc pecple have been snoking in church
while dcing a rubbing, and I've henrd of pecple cocking food cn a
gas scve in the senctuary cf a church.

D rass rubbing requires = certanian ancunt of elbow grease, but
fine results can be prrduced at a fairly low cost - and a sericus
start on the hobby can lead to a 1ct of enjoynent as well as @
fascinating insight intc cur past,
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