From Madison Presbyterian Church

Pastor’s Message

February 2020

What a warm welcome I’ve received here at Madison Presbyterian Church! Well, the welcome has been
consistently warm. But the weather has been … variable. On my first day in the office, it was cloudy, then there
was heavy snow, then the sun came out. The next week we had dense, heavy fog that lasted all day and night.
And since then, there have been days that were almost balmy and others with freezing cold temperatures. It’s
hard to even figure out what to wear some days.
Sometimes it seems that our lives are like that as well– too much that’s changing too quickly. What can we
depend on? How can we know what to do, know what’s important?
The good news is – the Scriptures are filled with ‘Good News’ to guide and inspire us! And when the same
images or ideas show up again and again, across both the Old and New Testaments, we know they are
important. In January and February’s lectionary readings for Sundays, we hear that God has called us to be a
‘light to the nations’ and that Jesus tells his disciples that they are the ‘light of the world.’ Jesus said again that
his followers are to shine so brightly that they’re like a ‘city on a hill’ that just can’t be hidden.
Madison Presbyterian Church is, in fact, on a hill! Folks in this community can see the church building from
Route 29, and many know of the church because of Breakfast Buzz or other community activities that take
place in our fellowship hall. But is our light shining brightly enough? Are we providing a beacon for folks who
live in difficulty or darkness, so that they can see God’s love for them? Is our light strong enough to help them
find their way to God?
“Come and see” what God’s word says – join us for ‘enlightening’ sermons in February!
In Christ’s service,
Pastor Lisa
Coming Up …
Ash Wednesday service – February 26 at 7:00 pm
Join us in the sanctuary for a brief service including the imposition of ashes as a sign of repentance and a
reminder of our mortality. Call the church office if you need a ride for this evening service.

February Lay readers
February 2 Mary King
February 9 Heidi Rees

February 16 Heidi Sage
February 23 Jill Quinley

ORDINATION/INSTALLATION OF ELDERS

On Sunday, January 12, we celebrated the Ordination
and Installation of Pattie Rees, John Quinley, and Sue
Strahan to the office of Ruling Elder for Madison
Presbyterian Church. The congregation is encouraged
to be in prayer with and for the new Elders as they
begin their service on the Session. We also give God
our deep appreciation for the loving and faithful
leadership of Bill Pattie, Bettie Berry, and Frank King
and wish for them a well-deserved rest after serving
our church family.
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Session Highlights
The Stated meeting of Madison Presbyterian’s session was held on January 11, 2020.
Treasurer’s Report

Income
Expenses

YTD ACTUAL
$126,617
$ 96,140

YTD BUDGET
$117,800
$134,465

Team reports:
Witness The Joy offering was $473.00.
Finance: Team is working on a congregational dinner to explain/discuss the budget shortfall.
Buildings/Grounds: All railings have been painted. Work on the parking lot will be completed in the
spring. Carter Rees will do the summer mowing with Bill Pattie as back up.
Communication: Church brochure on hold.
New business
- Election of Clerk was postponed. Allan McLearen was elected treasurer for 2020.
- Session adopted the Church year calendar.
- Kim Barnes was elected commissioner for the February 15 POJ meeting at Westminster. Rives Wetsel
and Sue Strahan will be alternatives.
- We will have an Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday service and be a part of the Ministerial
Association Sunrise Service.
- Approved two weeks of study leave for Pastor Lisa.

Sermon reminder
A reminder that CD’s are being made for each service. If you missed one or just want to hear one again,
they are available in the Tack Room on the Library shelves. There are two copies for each sermon, one
is the whole service and one is just the Bible readings and sermon. You may check them out by putting
your name on the list by the container of CDs . Additional copies can me made by contacting George
Carroll.

Fran Wohlfelder passed away on Tuesday, January 14th. There will be a
memorial service for Fran on Saturday, February 1st at 1:00 p.m.
Please keep Fran’s family in your prayers
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February Foods of the Month
Infants and Children Diapers, Baby foods, finger foods, baby cookies,
small cans of spaghetti-O’s and soup. Pkgs. Of Macaroni and cheese,
instant oatmeal, cereal, peanut butter and jelly, Pudding and Jell-O
cups. Fruit cups, juices.
Please bring in your donations and place them in the container
provided in the Narthex. Donations are then given to Madison Social
Services for distribution to those in Need.
Thank you!

Madison Presbyterian Church
Pastor: Rev. Lisa Salita
Active Elders Serving on the Session
Class of 2020
Kim Barnes
Sharon Weakley
Class of 2021
Bobbie Carroll
Rives Wetsel
Mike Willis
Class of 2022
John Quinley
Pattie Rees
Sue Strahan

Sunday School: 10:00 a.m. Worship: 10:00 a.m.
Church Office Hours: Monday — Thursday 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p .m.
Church Administrator: Carol Johnson
Phone Number: 540-948-6972
E-mail: madisonpresb@verizon.net
Website: MadisonPresbyterian.com
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Breakfast Buzz
Will meet
Friday February 21st at 9:00 a.m.
Our guest speaker will be Matthew McLearen, Managing
Director at Robinson, Farmer, Cox Associates, a CPA and
Consulting Firm. Matt will present information regarding
the recently signed tax legislation titled the SECURE Act
and an overview of charitable giving rules and tax tips
and other recent tax law changes. A lot of information so
bring your notebooks!! Join us for breakfast and stay for
some important information.

Mad Ridge Youth
We're going to the Museum of the Bible in Washington on Saturday, February 8. We will
meet at Blue Ridge Presbyterian at 7 am to carpool. If there is interest, we will pick up
at Madison Presbyterian on our way (between 7:20 and 7:35 depending on how
punctual we are feeling that morning). All ages are welcome to join; youth tickets and
lunches will be covered, but adults joining will need to cover their own ticket and lunch
(approx. $30 + lunch). Please let Walter Canter (canterjw@gmail.com) know if you are
interested in going on the trip by February 3.
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