St. Peter Claver Catholic Church
September 9, 2018
Mission Statement
Having reflected on the "four faces of our parish," St. Peter Claver Catholic Church, chosen by the
Eucharistic Heart of Jesus, and under the guidance of Mary, resolves that: 1) we will provide more
opportunities for deepening prayer life and faith life for youth, young adults, and adults; 2) we will
initiate efforts to understand why individuals and families have disconnected from the church; 3) we
will collaborate with other faith communities and organizations within our parish to offer ecumenical
events/activities (e.g., neighborhood clean-ups, prayer meetings, health fairs); and, 4) we will utilize
resources within our parish community to advocate for education and to promote social justice issues.

HAPPY
ST. PETER
CLAVER DAY!
Good News: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

The burning sands will become pools. (Isaiah 35:7)
Isaiah’s promises seem extravagant, don’t they? If we
look at them literally, they are quite marvelous. God will
permanently alter the Holy Land itself. If we read these
verses spiritually, the promises become even more
inspiring: God is promising to alter us at the very center of
our hearts. This is exactly what he has done too. He has
made us a new creation! But for all the generosity he has
shown us, God still asks us to come and receive his grace.
He still asks us to settle ourselves in his presence so that he
can fill us up.
St. Bernard of Clairvaux, a twelfth-century monk from
France, explained it this way:
The man who is wise . . . will see his life as
more like a reservoir than a canal. The canal
simultaneously pours out what it receives;
the reservoir retains the water until it is
filled, then discharges the overflow without
loss to itself. . . . You too must learn to await
this fullness before pouring out your gifts.
Do not try to be more generous than God.
God never intended us to be a “canal,” always giving
away whatever we receive, never holding onto anything for
ourselves. No, he wants to take care of us—day after day
after day. He knows that if we can learn to be like
“reservoirs,” not only will we become more joyful and
peaceful, but we will also become more effective in caring
for the people around us.
We pour ourselves out every day: for our children, for
our aging parents, for our coworkers, and for our
neighbors. But if we spend all of our time taking care of
everyone else, we’ll end up physically exhausted and
spiritually depleted.
There’s nothing wrong with taking five or ten minutes
each day to soak up the love and mercy of God. There’s
nothing wrong with becoming a reservoir instead of a
canal. God’s extravagant promises are for you just as much
as they are for everyone else.
Reprinted with Permission of The Word Among Us, 9639 Dr. Perry Rd.
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Reflection from Pastor John
Do We Want To See, Hear and Speak?
Do we want to open our eyes? Do we want to clear our
ears? Do we want to speak? You may think these questions
are strange to ask. In fact, if you are reading the bulletin,
you obviously can see. I believe these questions are not
meant to be understood as physical.
What I am reflecting upon is the loss of seeing with
perception, hearing with understanding and speaking
because of conviction. Jesus addressed these challenges
when He spoke in parables. He did so, so that seeing they
wouldn’t perceive, hearing they wouldn’t understand. Why?
Jesus did not want to be understood. His reason is the
people, especially the chosen leaders of the Jewish
community, wanted to be in control. They wanted to heal
themselves. They wanted to have their needs met and for
God to do what they wanted.
James wanted to be understood. Why? He was
preaching to the chosen, the baptized saved by Jesus and
confirmed in the Holy Spirit. They were treating the rich
better than the poor. Their witness was a scandal to those
who were not chosen, those in the world into which they
were sent.
Most of us have been kept in the blind. Most of us have
not heard the reason we are Catholic. Given these two
realities, most of us would not know how to speak with
conviction. We don’t know that this is the reason we are
here as Confirmed Catholics.
The Archdiocese is going to be seeking to address these
issues for the 75% of the Catholics who come every once in
a while. There is a rather developed plan of action that is
going to roll out beginning in November. Why? Because
most people are blind and deaf and unable to speak.
Here at St. Peter Claver, we want to address the cause of
this reality. We want to deal with the fact that most
Catholics have been mis-educated. It’s not their fault. And
they are not reading this reflection because they are not
here. We want to address the cause. Do you want to join us?
If we address the issue in the wrong way, fear could
easily arise. People could feel guilty, go into denial or just
walk away. We have not seen the Confirmed as Apostles,
sent on mission to renew the face of the earth. We see
people as needing to be in Church primarily to go to heaven.
Let’s step up to “Revitalize Our Confirmation”. Let’s
not stay blind. We are chosen to show our faith and the hope
by which we live day-by-day. Let’s hear and understand
what we believe. Let’s know the reason we are Catholic
Christian and have tongues of fire to speak. Let’s ROCC –
that is, let’s Revitalize Our Confirmation Commitment!

St. Peter Claver Day Festival

Next Sunday, September 16, we will celebrate our first
St. Peter Claver Day Festival (see flyer below). All events
for the day will be at the Grove Street site, beginning with
Mass on the Grass at 10:00 a.m. There will not be any
Mass here in the church next week. Please invite your
friends, neighbors, family members, etc. to join us for all,
or part, of the day!
Also, please consider being a sponsor for the St. Peter
Claver Day Festival. Invite friends, families, local
businesses, etc. to be sponsors, as well. Information flyers
and sponsor forms are in the rear of the church.
Finally, for those helping with the event, the final
planning meeting will be this Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. in
the Parish House. Also note that Father John will
celebrate Eucharist at 5:00 p.m. on Saturday for those
who will be busy Sunday working on the event.

CSA Minute
Youth and Young Adult Ministry
“Enabled by the Spirit: Equipping the Evangelizers” is
the theme of the upcoming Engaging the Young Church
Conference for those who minister to youth and young
adults in the Archdiocese of Detroit.
Your CSA gifts help fund this two-day conference,
which will focus on helping attendees recognize where they
are in their faith as well as how to grow in faith as leaders
and to help youth and young adults encounter and
experience Jesus. Ten workshops will cover a wide range of
topics, including prayer, social media, and anxiety and
depression.
The Engaging the Young Church Conference will be
held September 21 and 22 at St. Anastasia Parish in Troy.
For more information about CSA-funded ministries,
programs, and services, please go to www.aod.org.

Support the Knights

The Knights are selling raffle tickets (see flyer below).
There will be 3 winners, each receiving a filled storage bin.
See any of the Knights for details and tickets.

Collection Results
September 2 – 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Envelopes:
$1,540.00
Loose:
87.00
Online:
240.00
Total Collection:
$1,867.00

Catholic Services Appeal
This year’s CSA target has been lowered to $9,101. To
date, we have received pledges of $7,935.00, or 87% of
the Target! Remember that every dollar above our goal is
returned to the parish!

Stewardship Thoughts
The Scripture passage from the Prophet Isaiah
prefigures the mighty works Christ will achieve, the most
significant: His sacrifice on the cross for our salvation. The
Gospel evangelist St. Mark cites a powerful healing made
by Jesus in pagan, Gentile territory. Together with the
warning against discrimination in the Letter of St. James,
this healing shows that God does not discriminate about
who is welcome in the Christian community. Our Lord
Jesus desires all to walk in His Truth and Light — to gain
His eternal Kingdom. Welcoming parishes evangelize
through stewardship with greeters serving as Ministers of
Hospitality. Consider training in this ministry through the
archdiocesan Office of Evangelization and Catechesis.

ONLINE GIVING IS HERE!!
We are pleased to offer online
giving at St. Peter Claver. You can now
give your contributions to the parish
online safely via an encrypted website.
You can also set up one-time or recurring donations to
our St. Vincent de Paul Ministry as well!
Online Giving makes it easy for you to maintain your
gifts to the parish even when you are unable to attend Mass.
You do not need to bring cash or checks to church anymore.
Giving electronically also helps you and the church staff
plan and budget.
There are 3 simple ways to give online:
1. The first way is by visiting the parish website
(spcccdetroit.org). Click on the “online giving” button
that is found on the home page. For the first-time user,
just click on “create new account.” This is a one-time
account set-up - then you can simply log in anytime
thereafter. You can specify one-time or recurring (i.e.
weekly, monthly, etc.) donations, and make changes at
any time
2. The second way for accessing online giving is from
your smartphone. Simply download the free app from
the Apple or Google store. The name of the app is
“Online Giving by Our Sunday Visitor.” From there
it’s the same set-up and login processes as the website.
3. The third way is the “Managed Giver” process, for
those who do not utilize computers or smart phones.
The parish office can set up your donation instructions,
and make changes at any time.
Information cards are available in the rear of the church. If
you have any questions, speak to Ed Shea after Mass, or
contact him at the parish office.

A Verse a Day For You to Pray
Today: Isaiah 35:4: Thus says the LORD: Say to those
whose hearts are frightened: Be strong, fear not! Here is
your God, he comes with vindication; with divine
recompense he comes to save you.
Monday: 1 Corinthians 5:8: Brothers and sisters: Let us
celebrate the feast, not with the old yeast, the yeast of
malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of
sincerity and truth.
Tuesday: Luke 6:19: Everyone in the crowd sought to
touch Jesus because power came forth from him and
healed them all.
Wednesday: Luke 6:22-23: Raising his eyes toward his
disciples Jesus said: “Blessed are you when people hate
you, and when they exclude and insult you, and denounce
your name as evil on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice
and leap for joy on that day! Behold, your reward will be
great in heaven. For their ancestors treated the prophets in
the same way.”
Thursday: Luke 6:27-28: Jesus said to his disciples: “To
you who hear I say, love your enemies, do good to those
who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those
who mistreat you.”
Friday: John 3:16-17: Jesus said to Nicodemus: “For God
so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him might not perish but might
have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but that the world might be
saved through him.”
Saturday: Hebrews 5:8-9: Son though he was, Christ
learned obedience from what he suffered; and when he was
made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for
all who obey him.

Ministers Schedule

September 16, 2018
Celebrant
Fr. Phelps
Minister of Service
Elaine Ryles
Altar Server
Brianna Smith
Sacristan
TBD
Prayers of the Faithful
Alther Redd
Lectors
Eucharistic Ministers
Larry Rhodes
Willetta Rhodes
Pearl Crutcher
Arletha Robinson

Meetings/Events This Week

Tuesday
10:00 am
Wednesday 12:00 pm
6:00 pm
Thursday
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
Saturday
5:00 pm
Sunday

St. Vincent de Paul at Mt. Lebanon
Communion Service at PH
SPCCC Day Festival Meeting at PH
Community Meal at PH
Choir Rehearsal in Church
Mass for SPCCC Day Festival
Volunteers at PH
2:00 pm Ladies of Peter Claver at PH
St. Peter Claver Day Festival at PH
10:00 am Mass on the Grass
12:00 pm Kick It at the Picnic
3:00 pm Jazz on the Grass

Legend: PH=Parish House; MC=Marygrove College;
Church refers to the Chapel at Marygrove College

Missing In Action!
If you notice one of our fellow parishioners is absent
from Church for multiple weeks, please bring it to the
attention of one of the ushers.

Note: All verses are taken from the Mass readings for the day.

Funeral Liturgy Planning

If someone needs help preparing a Funeral Liturgy Service,
please contact the Parish Office at (313) 342-5292. We
have a Funeral Liturgy Planning Form which could be very
helpful.
Please Remember in Prayer:
Inez Alls, Florine Anderson, Mary Antoncew, Olivia
Boulden, Marcella Bridges, Michael Carter, Johnnie Davis,
Christopher Durant, L. C. Durant, Peggy Endlein, Greg
Engram, Richard Engram, Rochelle Evans, Jesse Feagin,
Earline Gaston, Sandra Griffin, Kiara Harris, Karen
Hickman, Wendy Hilson, George Johnson, Sr., Veda
Johnson, Marley Jonah, Addison Martin, Augusta Martin,
Dorothy (Vicki) Martin, Earl Mayfield, Annette Mayfield,
Johnetta Mutes, Wilma Nelson, Celestine Parker, Grady
Parker, Fred Ray, Elke Rittenhouse, Elaine Ryles, Irene
Scott, Gussie Seay, Charles Smith, Augusta Starks, Marlene
Talley, Bernice Thomas, Charles Tilghman, Connie
Tilghman, Christine Versele, Jon Viado, Vickee Viado,
Helen Wajda, Constance Washington-Daniel, Anna
Washington, Larry Washington, Lillie Washington, Wayne
Weamer, and relatives of our parishioners

St. Peter Claver Catholic Community
Parish Office:13305 Grove St., Detroit, MI 48235
(313) 342-5292
Church: Marygrove College - Sacred Heart Chapel
8425 W. McNichols Rd., Detroit, MI 48221
email: parishoffice@spcccdetroit.org
website: www.spcccdetroit.org
Mass: Every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. in the Church
(Check the bulletin for holy days and special services)
Reconciliation: Before Mass or By Appointment
Parish Office Hours: Monday - Thursday,
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
**********************************************
Reverend John Phelps, C.Ss.R., Pastor
Office: (313) 342-5292
Edward Shea, Administrative Manager/Bulletin Editor
Cell: (248) 633-4476
Jennie Sinatra, Ministry & Worship Coordinator
Alice Smith, Community Outreach Coordinator
Mary Thedford, Administrative Assistant
Ronald Gallesero, Facilities Manager
Tanda Flounory, Parish Pastoral Council Chair
LaTanya Mahdi, Finance Council Chair

