My preaching mentor, 


Darrell Johnson 

has made the claim that, 


“The Church of Jesus Christ, 



will have finally understood the gospel of Jesus Christ, 


when Pentecost is as big of celebration 



as Easter and Christmas.”  

This seemed liked a big claim 


when I first heard him say it.  



Mainly because it was not that way for me growing up.  



And after 14 year here, 




it still is not.  



I might remember to tell everyone to wear red 




and we usually at least observe the day, 





but I will confess, 






I originally did not have a Pentecost text for this day.  




If I would have preached on Ephesians 5:1 instead, 





I would guess that the comments would be few.  

Which raises the question, 


according to Darrell Johnson, 



do we understand the gospel of Jesus Christ?”

Now what is it about Pentecost 


that makes Darrell put it on par with Christmas and Easter?  

To answer that, 


we need to first remember why we celebrate Christmas and Easter.  

Christmas was the coming of God into the world 


to be among us.  



Remember Emmanuel, 




God with us.  


Jesus of Nazareth came 


and lived among us as fully God 



and fully man.  




That is why you have Christmas lights, 




Christmas trees, 




and Christmas Nativity sets.  


The person of God 



came into the world in a human body.  


So we were able to see what God intended for us to be and do 



as his children 



and citizens of his Kingdom.  


We heard it proclaimed 


and saw it lived out.  

But on Easter, 


this changed, 

because this God man laid down his life 


so that we could be right with God.  

He was crucified on a cross 


and we experienced the gates to paradise being opened.  

Sin was no longer a barrier between us and God.  

This is all great and grand news.  


Just one hiccup in the plan it seems.  

Jesus did all of this, 


but now he is ascended into heaven 


and sitting at the right hand of the father.  



How does that help us now?  


We have his great example and great wisdom, 



but sometimes we just need someone to be with us.  

Lisa and I's parents are usually a phone call away for advice, 


but there were multiple times in the last 18 months 



where I would have paid good money to have them with me.  

That is what we celebrate on Pentecost.  


Not just God amongst us 


or with us.  

Something even greater than that, 


God within us!  

This is a step greater than we really expected.  


God being within us, 


not needing us to express our wants or needs to God, 



but being in the midst of our inner thought life 



helping us be aware of our thoughts and needs.

Pentecost is also like Christmas and Easter, 


in that it is a fulfillment of a promise.  

Jesus fulfilled God's promise to send us a King that would reign forever, 


that would deal with our sins, 


that would reopen the gates to the garden of Eden, 



so we could dwell with God.  

But God's promises were not limited to the Messiah and King.  


There were also promises of God's spirit resting upon his people 


and guiding them in life.  

We know the Old Testament is full of people 


who had the Spirit dwell upon them 



and they did mighty things.  


King David's success is found here, 


Samson's strength is found here, 


Solomon's wisdom, 


the Prophet's words, 


Balaam's prophecies, 


Moses' leadership 



all happened because the Spirit was dwelling with them.  



But it did not always stay with them.  




It came and went, 





or we came and went from God.  

But Joel, Isaiah, Ezekiel, 

John the Baptist, 

and Jesus all promised that the Holy Spirit from God, 


the gospel writer John's word, 



the paraclete,



 the encourager of God 


would come within us.  

As the disciples 

and 108 others waited in a room, 


this promise was fulfilled.  

It was fulfilled by the presence 


of what seemed like wind and fire 



coming upon them.  

As you recall the stories of God being present to the people, 


fire and wind are familiar themes of God being present, 



they mark the living God being with the people.  




Moses' burning bush, 




the pillar of fire and smoke in the wilderness, 




the 10 commandments were given 





as Mount Sinai seemed to be ablaze.  



Wind in breathing life into Adam, 



wind receded the waters in Noah's flood, 



brought and removed locusts in the plagues, 



made the red sea passable, 



gave quail meat in the desert.  

The ruach of God, 

the pneuma or God, 

the wind 


or Spirit of God 



is there at all of the great scenes.

On this day, 


50 days after the Passover, 



when Israel was having one of its three great festivals, 


God again expands the depth of the festival.  

On Passover, 


the people celebrated the first heads of grain appearing.  

Now, 


7 weeks later, 



that grain has been harvested 


and the people offer to God 



the first loaves of bread 




made with the now ripe grain.  

The idea being, 


offer your first fruits 



and the remaining bread will also be blessed by God.  

52 days ago, 


Jesus died on the cross, 


50 days ago, 



he rose to new life, 


the first fruits 



of what God plans to be a bountiful harvest.  

Now 50 days have passed 


and it is time to start harvesting the growth.  

In the first cut, 


just as the parable of the seeds proclaimed, 



the harvest was 120 times greater than the first seed.  


By the end of the day, 



those seeds lead to 3000 people being filled with the Spirit of God.  

How does the church grow so fast?  


Because God came amongst us like fire and wind.

We know fire purifies, 


it warms, 


and it illumines.  

The spirit allowed people to see 


what they preferred to keep in the dark, 

removed it, 


and allowed them to know they were in the company of God.



Why wouldn't the church grow?  

Wind is harder for us here in Skagway to see in a positive light. 


But in much of the world, 



when the wind blows, 




it is refreshing.  




We know it is a sign of the atmosphere changing.  

Part of the drawbacks for us in Skagway 


is that it disturbs everything that is not anchored down.  



But this is what we sometimes need.  

I have heard multiple times


 that this last 18 months 



have knocked down 



and uprooted so many things that we hold dear.  

But the reality is 


that renewal brings upheaval 


and those things that are no longer working 



are knocked down by the wind.  

Wind also cleanses.  


All the dust that it kicks up, 



it then carries it away to the ocean.  

It is also a sign of freedom, 


as it can not be controlled.  

The wind blows where it will, 


sneaking around corners 


and heading in a new direction, 



changing course in an instant.  

You can't capture the wind 


and then let it out somewhere else.  

Nor can you do that with the Spirit.  


The disciples knew this 


and thus part of the reason why they were shocked by Jesus saying, 



“Be still” on the Sea of Galilee 




and the wind responding.  

The Spirit coming as wind showed us that it can not be controlled.  


Instead, we are best to work with it.  

An example of working with 

versus against the wind 


can be seen in the flight of an eagle 


versus a turkey or pelican. 

We often see the eagles golf ball heads dotting our trees.  


We want them to fly.  


But there is a reason they are not flying, 



and that is because the wind is not right.  

They are not being passive however.  


Every so often, 



they will extend out their wings 



and test the winds.  


When the thermals are right, 



they simply spread their wings 



and glide out of the tree.  

The turkey or pelican do not have this patience.  



Instead they are constantly beating their wings 



trying to get off the ground 



and using tremendous effort to do so.

Which brings me to what we have seen in the last year 


is extremely consuming 



in the various wildfires.  

What happens when you take fire 


and add in a strong wind?  

The fire spreads almost effortlessly 


and nothing man can do can contain it.  



Bulldozers, 



helicopters, 



rivers, 



fire lines, 



and airplanes are all helpless against wind and fire together.  

So what are we doing wrong?  


With such great power dwelling within each of us, 



why is the gospel of Jesus Christ 




not spreading like it did during the days of Pentecost?  

To be fair to God, 


we first need to acknowledge that in parts of the world it is.  

3000 people an hour 


meet Jesus in Latin America.  


Africa and Asia may be even more potent.  

But Skagway is not that, 


right now.  

What needs to change?  


Do we just need Pentecost lights 


and Holy Spirt Bush?

Again, 


borrowing from Darrell, 

he cites the last commandment that Jesus gives his church while he was on earth, 


which was...?  

The great commission, 


according to Luke's gospel 



was the 2nd to last commandment.  

Jrsus concluded that with Luke 24:49, 


“I am going to send you what my Father has promised; 



but stay 



(or wait) in the city 




until you have been clothed with power from on high.”  

The first words from Jesus in Acts 1:4 are, 


“On one occasion, 


while he was eating with them, 



he gave them this command: 




“Do not leave Jerusalem, 





but wait for the gift my Father promised, 






which you have heard me speak about.”

Remember the golf balls in the trees, 


the eagles.  

They are eager, 

they are ready to soar, 


but they wait until the winds are blowing in their favor. 

Sailing and boating has taught me a similar lesson, 


the wind controls when you go.  

But you pay attention 

and are watching for the wind to be moving  


For when it does, 



we can move like Eagles, 




covering great distances effortlessly.  

Most days 


I don't want to wait on God, 


I try to be in control 



and I look like a turkey trying to get off the ground, 




being in the air for 5 seconds, 



and then having to rest for a couple hours.  


This is not what God intends for us.  

We are not working for God.  

We are working with God.  


That is why God sent the Spirit to be within us.  


That is why we should celebrate this day 



with all the enthusiasm and vigor 




that we do Christmas and Easter.  

Because we realize that God not only came down to be with us, 

died for us, 

was raised to new life 


and sits on the throne of the whole universe.  

But that same God 


dwells 


and is at work within us, 



if we will let the wind and fire do their work within our lives, 




they will at the same time spread to those around us 





like a wildfire with a strong wind.  

The wildfires were worthy of multiple cover stories in papers this last year.  


Imagine what the headlines will be 



when it happens to the church in North America, 



Alaska, 



in Skagway!
Wind refreshes


Atmosphere changes when wind blows


Disturbs



Knocks down and uproots things




Structures and Traditions



Renewal brings upheaval




unsettling things that are no longer working


Cleanses



Kicks up dust and blows away


Freedom



Can not be controlled, but used




sea of galilee stilling



Never be able to get spirit of God under our control 




sovereign God moving in sovereign freedom



Gentle whisper we expect, not a roaring wind


Life of God- Wind and fire



filled house like glory in tabernacle


Burning but not destroying

Wind and Fire mark living god.

From Heaven, from outside us and the created order


The inbreaking of the transcendent

First Fruits deuteronomy

Wind


Spirit/Wind Pneuma


Ruach mimics sound of what it represents

Last command was to wait


Wait for the divine wind to blow



Not passive act




alertness, 



Eagle

Where is the wind blowing?  Working with God.

Fire


holy



moses, pillar of fire, 10 commandments in smoke, 


Fire illumines to see what is happening in the darkness


Warms, takes chill outl



warms hearts



melts resistance to Jesus


purifies, precious metals especially



holification




burn away all impurities



gold is refined when we can see the face in the gold/face of jesus in us


spreads. Especially with wind

120 to start, 3000 more by the end of the day

Spirit lights fires, then blows on them.


Sets all else on fire

Pentecost is the great reversal of Babel


unconfused, can build a civilization around a true center, become fully human

Coming of God in the world, among versus within us


Fulfilment of promise- jesus our emmanuael



Promised paraclete




isaiah spirit on decendne




ezekiel- hide face 




promise of the father




baptized with spirit 



This is that, which was spoken
