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Sell Your Home Super Fast
If you put your home on the market, chances are you want it to sell
quickly. However, there are certain circumstances in which sellers
don’t just want their home to sell quickly, they actually need it to sell
super fast.
This may be due to a sudden relocation, the purchase of a new
home with a tight closing date, or any number of other reasons.
Obviously, this can be a stressful situation. However, there are
some practical things you can do to help your home sell super fast:
•

Find out the current market value of your property. This
will guide you in your decision on the listing price.

•

Be reasonable about the listing price. You can sell quickly and still get a good price for your home. But, realistically, you won’t be able to hold out in the hopes of getting
an “above market value” offer.

•

Be as flexible and accommodating as possible when it
comes to scheduling viewings and open houses. If you’re
going to restrict buyers to seeing your home on Saturdays from 3 to 5, then you’re going to reduce your chances of a quick sale.

•

Clean and declutter your home. This is the fastest way to
dramatically improve how it shows.

•

Tend to the outside of your property. Cut the grass. Trim
the hedges. Fix the creaking back gate. Do everything
you can to increase your property’s curb appeal.

•

Apply fresh paint wherever possible. Painting is the
quickest and least expensive “renovation” you can do. It
can significantly improve the look of any area of your
home.

Spread the news that your home is on the market and that you’re
looking for a quick sale.
Be sure and tell your friends, neighbors and co-workers.
Find Out What Your Current Home Value Is For FREE!
We’ll create a FREE customized home valuation for you to help you
determine what you home should sell for in this market place. Simply
go to www.MDHomesValue.com to get your valuation today!
Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.MDREpros.com

The Light Side:
A neighbor was watching a
little boy playing with a ball and
bat in his backyard. "I'm the
greatest hitter in the world" the
boy exclaimed as he threw the
ball into the air. He swung with
all his might but missed the
ball and fell down himself.
"Strike One" he says as he
gets up. He throws it up again
and swings. Again the ball falls
to the ground with a thud.
"Strike Two" he yells still
undeterred. "I'm the greatest"
he says as he swings once
again hitting only air as the ball
falls to the ground. This time
he dances around the backyard as he yells "Strike
Three.... I'm the greatest
pitcher in the world!"
An elderly woman had just
returned to her home from an
evening of church services
when she was startled by an
intruder. She caught the man
in the act of robbing her home
of its valuables and yelled,
"Stop! Acts 2:38 (Repent and
be baptized, in the name of
Jesus Christ so that your sins
may be forgiven.) The burglar
stopped in his tracks. The
woman calmly called the
police and explained what she
had done. As the officer
cuffed the man to take him in,
he asked the burglar, "Why
did you just stand there? All
the old lady did was yell a
scripture to you." "Scripture?"
replied the burglar. "She said
she had an ax and two 38's!"

Home Emergency Preparedness
Many of us in the U.S. might be conscious of natural disasters happening, but
we might not realize that they can happen to us. Depending on where you live
in the U.S., the risk of a natural disaster occurring is fairly slim. Whether it's a
flood, blizzard, wildfire, tornado, tsunami, hurricane or earthquake, owning a
home or property (or even being a renter) should prompt you to have an
emergency preparedness plan, first aid kit and survival kit readily available in
your home or vehicle in case of a natural disaster or unforeseen emergency.

Be Informed
As a property owner or renter the first thing you should do is be informed about
the type of disasters or emergencies that have occurred in your area. If you live
on the west coast, there is an active threat of earthquake and perhaps a
volcanic eruption if you're in the Pacific Northwest. If you live on the southern
east coast, the threat of hurricanes or tropical storms is yearly. Certain parts of
the Midwest and south are prone to tornadoes. Knowing the type of disaster
that could strike your area is important as it can dictate how you and your family
react.
Another important part of being informed is knowing how you'll be notified by
local authorities if disaster hits. For your own benefit, having a radio (battery
operated) on hand may be very useful. Many agencies will communicate via
local radio, local television channels and NOAA Weather Radio stations. While
many of us depend on our computers or mobile devices for our news and
information, electricity cannot be guaranteed when disaster hits, so having
battery operated electronics can help keep you and your family up to date on
what's happening around you.
It's also important to be informed about your community - are there certain
protocols in place in case of disasters? If you live in an area prone to tornadoes,
does the community have an alert system for residents? If you live in a coastal
town, are there evacuation routes in place in case of a tsunami? When you
move to a new area, become acquainted with the community's disaster response protocols and inform anyone else in your household of what to do if
disaster strikes.

Be Prepared
If you live in a household with other adults or children, an important part of
being prepared for an emergency is having emergency contact cards available
to those you live with. These cards have contact information for all members of
the household (such as home, work, school and cell phone numbers) and they
can list pertinent health information for certain people (such as drug or food
allergies) that may be needed in an emergency situation. It is also important to
make sure all occupants old enough know how to contact 911 as well as the
Fire Department, the Police or Sheriff's Department, immediate utilities, and
poison control. As a homeowner or renter, ensure everyone who is able knows
how to turn on and off any gas lines, electricity, water, irrigation water and
propane tanks in or outside the home/property.
Another important aspect of being prepared is having supplies on hand in the
event of an emergency. An emergency preparedness kit can take many shapes,
but the most important items are basic supplies: water: one gallon per person,
per day (for a home it's suggested to have a 2-week supply on hand); food: non
-perishable and easy-to-prepare (again, for a home a 2-week supply is
suggested); a flashlight and battery-powered or hand-crank radio (with extra
batteries); a first aid kit; a 7-day supply of any medications; and any other
supplies that might be deemed essential to one's household. It's also a great
idea to make sure all of your smoke alarms, carbon monoxide detectors and fire
extinguishers are in good working order on a regular basis.

Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.MDREpros.com

“If I look confused, it’s because I’m
thinking.”
Samuel Goldwyn
“Everyone is a genius at least
once a year.”
G. C. Lichtenberg
“I not only use all the brains I
have, I use all the brains I can
borrow.”
Calvin Coolidge

Learn How To
Maximize The Value
Of Your Home
Did you know there’s a free
consumer report showing what to fix
to net the most value for your
home? It’s called “Make Your Home
Show Like A Model Without Breaking The Bank” and it’s an essential
guide to homeowner profits. You
can get a free copy by calling me at…
301-418-8640 or go to
www.PreparingToSell.com

MDREPros Hot List For April 2017

Coming Soon!

New Market
Lake Linganore

Celebrate The
Holidays In This
Beautiful Home
Open floor plan.
Water View!!
4 Levels, 3BD,
2FB, 2HB.
Spacious 2
story living
room.
Dining room
overlooks the
open LR!
Stop On BUY!

Keymar
10+ Acres of Land in Carroll County.
Perked has been approved, and ready
for home to be build. Great for
landscapers, or small business.
Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.MDREpros.com

FINANCIAL FOCUS

Are you confused about
your healthcare options?
Contact my friend Laura Glochner
443-653-5350,
laura.glochner@ushaadvisor.com

Laura is a licensed agent and can
talk to you about your options, how
to find affordable benefits and she
can help you custom tailor your
coverage to fit your needs
and your budget.

Laura Glochner
Licensed Agent

www.ushagent.com/Laura

443-653-5350

Laura.glochner@ushadvisors.com

How Can The Sandwich
Generation” Relieve
Financial Stress?
Don’t worry too much if you haven’t heard, but April is
National Stress Awareness Month. Of course, stress can present
emotional and physical challenges to all of us, but if you belong to the
“sandwich generation” – that is, you may be caring for aging parents
while still supporting your own children – you may be facing some
financial stress as well. What can you do to relieve it?
For one thing, be aware that you’re certainly not alone. About
one in seven middle-aged adults is providing financial support to both
an aging parent and a child, according to the Pew Research Center.
Still, knowing that you have plenty of company won’t provide
you with solutions for your own situation. So consider the following:
• Suggest “downsizing.” Are your parents still paying a costly
mortgage on a house that’s now too big for them? You might want to
encourage them to think about downsizing. They may be emotionally
attached to their home, but they might benefit substantially if they
moved someplace that’s less expensive.
• Talk to parents about their income sources. Are your parents
maximizing their Social Security payments? Are they following a
sensible withdrawal strategy for their IRA, 401(k) or other retirement
accounts? You may want to recommend that they work with a
qualified financial professional.
• Discuss all legal arrangements. Be aware of your parents’
estate plans and the status of important legal documents – will, living
trust, power of attorney, health care directive, and so on. When the
time arises for any of these arrangements to take effect, you don’t
want to face any unpleasant – and possibly costly – surprises.
• Find out about health care. Try to learn about your parents’
health insurance coverage. And have they done anything to protect
themselves from the potentially catastrophic costs of long-term care,
such as an extended nursing home stay? You may not be able to do
a great deal for them in these areas, but at the least, you may be able
to get them to take some positive action on their own behalf.
• Don’t ignore your own retirement savings. Even if you can
afford to provide some financial support to your parents, don’t
shortchange yourself when it comes to your own retirement savings.
You don’t get a “do-over” when it comes to putting away money for
retirement, so contribute as much as you can afford to your IRA and
your 401(k) or other employer-sponsored retirement plan.
• Prioritize your investment choices. If you would like to help
your children go to college, you might want to consider a college
savings vehicle. Still, you may need to prioritize your investments.
After all, your children will likely have a variety of options – such as
loans and scholarships – to help them pay for school, and they may
also be able to reduce costs substantially by going to a community
college their first two years. But you are basically “up against the
clock” when it comes to saving for retirement, so you’ll want to take
that into account when allocating your investment dollars.
Belonging to the sandwich generation can certainly produce
feelings of anxiety. But by following the above suggestions, you may
be able to reduce some of this stress. And by doing so, you can help
your parents, your children – and yourself.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by financial advisor Mat Tiahrt,
Hampstead, Maryland, 410-239-0859. mat.tiahrt@edwardjones.com
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How to Get the Most Money
When Selling Your Home!
g

Every homeowner wants to make sure they get the
best price when selling their home. But how do you
guarantee that you receive maximum value for your
house? Here are two keys to ensuring you get the
highest price possible.

1. Price it a LITTLE LOW

This may seem counterintuitive. However, let’s look at this concept for a
moment. Many homeowners think that pricing their home a little OVER market value will leave them room for negotiation. In reality, this just dramatically lessens the demand for their house (see chart below).

Instead of the seller trying to ‘win’ the negotiation with one buyer, they
should price it so that demand for the home is maximized. By doing this,
the seller will not be fighting with a buyer over the price, but will instead
have multiple buyers fighting with each other over the house.
Realtor.com gives this advice:
“Aim to price your property at or just slightly below the going rate. Today’s
buyers are highly informed, so if they sense they’re getting a deal, they’re likely to bid up a property that’s slightly underpriced, especially in areas with low
inventory.”

THANK YOU for reading my
®

Service For Life! personal
newsletter. I wanted to produce
a newsletter that has great
content and is fun and valuable
to you. Your constructive
feedback is always welcome.

AND…whether you’re
thinking of buying, selling or
financing real estate, or just
want to stop by and say “Hi,”
I’d love to hear from you…

Maryland Real Estate
Professionals
w/REMAX Realty Plus
301-831-5600 - O
301-418-8640 - C
Mark@MDREPros.com
www.MDREPros.com

2. Use a Real Estate Professional

This, too, may seem counterintuitive, as the seller likely believes that he or
she will net more money if they don’t have to pay a real estate commission.
With that being said, studies have shown that homes typically sell for more
money when handled by a real estate professional.
Research posted by the National Association of Realtors revealed that:
“The median selling price for all FSBO homes was $185,000 last year. When
the buyer knew the seller in FSBO sales, the number sinks to the median selling price of $163,800. However, homes that were sold with the assistance of
an agent had a median selling price of $245,000 – nearly $60,000 more for
the typical home sale.”

Bottom Line

Price your house at or slightly below the current market value and hire a
professional. This will guarantee that you maximize the price you get for
your house.

Provided by: Dan Flavin, Sr. Mortgage Banker,
1st Financial, NMLS 112247,
3545 Ellicott Mills Drive, Suite B, Ellicott City, MD 21043
Dan@1atmc.com
410-935-3528
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