NEWSLETTER

POLIO UPDATE
BREAKING NEWS...

As at 30.03.18, 6 cases
of polio have been
reported

worldwide,

all of which were in
Afghanistan.

This

compares to 5 at the
same time last year.
Meanwhile no cases
have been reported in
Pakistan or Nigeria; the
last

case

being

reported in Pakistan on
15 November. 2017,
and 4 cases in Nigeria
in 2016.
Last year there were 22
cases reported, and 51
in 2016.

ROTARY
INTERNATIONAL

This

year’s

International
2017-18

Rotary
theme

for

“Making

a

Difference” was chosen by
RI President Ian Riseley.
“Whether we’re building a
new playground or a new
school, improving medical
care or sanitation, training
conflict

mediators

or

midwives, we know that the
work we do will change
people’s lives — in ways
large and small — for the
better.”

END POLIO NOW
Progress
toward
Eradication of Polio

The most recent case was a 12
-month-old boy in an area
difficult
to
access
by
vaccination teams. The area
was inaccessible for nearly 9
months. The child had only
been
vaccinated
once
against polio. Multiple doses
of oral polio vaccine are
required for a child to be
fully protected from polio, and
every dose further strengthens
a child’s immunity against the
virus.
The global polio eradication
campaign is supported by
Rotary
International,
the
World Health Organisation,
UNICEF, the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation and the US
Centres for Disease Control
and Prevention.
Rotary International has an
ongoing
purple
crocus
campaign, where buttonholes
are offered for a donation to
the fund to support the
campaign.
You may well have seen the
purple crocuses flowering on
the village green and in the
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Jane went to Amritsar in
Punjab, in the far North of
India where they took part in
a rally through the streets of
Amritsar alongside hundreds
of schoolchildren, to raise
awareness of the upcoming

Global

As of 30th March this year,
there have been only 6 cases
of polio worldwide due to wild
polio virus. All 6 cases were in
Afghanistan,
which
has
particular challenges in regard
to delivering vaccine to all
young children.

A P R I L

grass areas nearby. These
were planted by Rotary to
raise awareness with the
public. Every penny donated
is spent on the eradication
campaign and indeed for
every penny raised by
Rotary, the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation donates
two more.
We are nearly
there!
Please
continue
to
support the campaign so
that the disease will no
longer paralyse children
across the world and the
annual
vaccination
of
millions of children against
this disease can soon cease.

Immunisation Day.
They also visited the Rotary
supported Blind Institute
where visually impaired young
children and men are
educated and given training in
skills for life including IT and

Visit to India National Immunisation Day
This year, in January, local
Rotarians again visited India
to take part in their National
Immunisation Day (NID) as
part of a large group of
Rotarians from across the
UK.
Roger and Paula Byrom and
Paul and Jane Cockcroft flew
to Delhi for a briefing before
moving to immunisation
sites across India. Paul and

braille printing.
The following day, booths
were set up throughout
Amritsar where visiting UK
Rotarians joined local health
workers to deliver polio
vaccine to children. Small gifts
were given to the children eg
pencils,
toothbrushes,
balloons and finger puppets,
to encourage attendance.

End Polio Now (continued)
The following day a vaccine
mop-up operation took
place where Rotarians and
health workers visited the
poorer residential areas to
immunise those who had
not ventured out to the
booths.
Meanwhile, Roger and
Paula took part in the NID
in Gurgaon, Rajasthan, just
south of Delhi. On the
Saturday, they helped to
promote the forthcoming
Immunisation
Day
by
visiting
local
Rotary
projects and received a
warm welcome at a large
public school where they
were entertained by the
children dancing.
On the Immunisation Day
itself, they went to a local
hospital where there were
about 20 young mothers
(and some fathers) each
cradling tiny babies, some
just hours old, waiting very
patiently
for
the
vaccination teams to arrive.
After
the
usual
photographic opportunities
and
the
traditional
welcome, Paula & Roger

administering just two
Polio drops into the mouth
of each child, they had
given them increased
protection against the
crippling disease.

often show great football skills
but lack stamina due to
undernourishment.

The following day they
were taken into the slum
areas of Gurgaon where
they immunised children
in their own homes, many
of whom lived in squalor

The academy has a hostel
where some children live during
the week, getting better food,
After the NID, Paul and attending school and given
Jane visited the Golden
Temple in Amritsar, the
most important site for
the Sikh religion. Alongside
the temple, is a volunteerrun feeding station where
100,000 meals for pilgrims
and other visitors are
prepared and served every
day!
football training, returning to

with just a curtain taking
the place of a door.
Although
a
humbling
experience,
they
left
knowing
that
by

They then travelled to
Kerala, in the South for a
little R & R. There they also
attended a meeting of the
Trivandrum Rotary Club
where they met an
inspirational couple in
their 80s, who have set up
a football academy to
encourage local boys and
girls to spend their free
time productively. They
particularly look after the
children
of
local
fishermen. The fathers are
fishing all night and
sleeping during the day,
whilst the mothers are
selling the fish in local
markets. The children

their families at the weekend.
The academy had a well-filled
trophy cabinet attesting to the
success of the programme. The
foundation which supports the
academy is now developing a
stadium with a new pitch,
toilets and changing facilities.
These types of initiatives do a
great deal to protect these
vulnerable children. Yet again,
this was a most memorable and
worthwhile experience, helping
to keep India polio-free, and
supporting
the
Rotary
International aim to eradicate
polio from the world entirely.
We are nearly there, but until it
is
totally
eradicated,
immunisation has to continue.

joined local Rotarians and
healthcare workers at a
booth in a busy market
place,
where
they
vaccinated around 200
children,
often
being
swamped by older siblings
who were attracted by the
free gifts.

YOUTH

struggle with one, and
Cassius alleging that our
failure to learn a second
language was down to our
laziness!

Youth Speaks Area Finals
The Braunton Academy Senior
Youth Speaks team just goes
from strength to strength,
having
overcome
stiff
opposition today to win the
Rotary
District
1175
competition at Bodmin College.
The team, comprising Holly
Milton-Jefferies as Chairperson,
Scarlett Rolls the Speaker, and
Cassius Lay proposing the Vote
of Thanks, gave a polished
demonstration of confidence
and teamwork, in their
discussion on the benefits of

learning a foreign language.
All three were word perfect
in their delivery, with
Scarlett
switching
effortlessly between French,
German and English whilst
suggesting that whilst many
people find difficulty with
two languages, some guests
on the Jeremy Kyle Show

To crown a successful
afternoon, Scarlett was
deservedly awarded Best
Speaker. Indeed, North
Devon swept the board
with the Intermediate
team from Pilton School
winning their section.
The Regional Final will be
held at Shaftesbury School
on 21 April, with teams
from as far away as the
Channel Islands taking
part.

Literacy
The Literacy Programme in
Southmead Primary School
reached a very satisfactory
conclusion this week with the
four lucky pupils completing
their eight weeks of one-to-one
tuition with Mrs McIntosh. To
reward them for their hard
work they were each presented
with a certificate and a book,
specially chosen by Mrs
McIntosh to complete the
series that they had been
reading during their sessions
with her. It has been
particularly successful with first
indications being that the pupils
have all advanced very well
with their literacy skills.

What’s coming up in April, some key dates
We
are
looking
forward
to
welcoming
back Grace of
Honey’s Bravery Bags on
4th April, who will tell us
more about the charity
which provides children
with life threatening, life
limiting
and
terminal
illnesses, in the North
Devon area, with a bag of
bravery for them and their
siblings. Honey’s Bravery
Bags is our nominated
charity for both the annual
Car Tour & Braunton
Wheels events this year.

Charity Car Tour - Sunday 15th April 2018
What do EWE drive?
Is it a Ford, a Renault, Fiat, Vauxhall, Mini, Kia,
BMW, or an MG? Or maybe something like a
Mercedes, an Austin or perhaps even an Aston
Martin?
Or something else that EWE enjoy driving? If
so why not join us for our Charity Car Tour
taking place on Sunday 15th April. We still have
a few places, so come and enjoy a breakfast, a lovely day out, a quiz for fun on the way
and finish with a cream tea (which way round does the jam and cream go?) at The Big
Sheep - here EWE can also visit the brewery and watch sheep racing. What more would
EWE want to do on a Sunday?
All profits from this event are going to Honey’s Bravery Bags.
To ensure EWE get this wonderful opportunity visit our website or call
Jan on 01271 815721.
I’m waiting to hear from EWE!

Interclub Sports Evening
The annual Rotary Sports evening took place at the Langtree
Village Hall on Thursday 15th March. 12 Rotarians from
Braunton Caen attended and took part in a full evening of
events including Bar billiards Bar Skittles, Darts, Shove
Ha’penny, Skittles, Table Tennis and Table football.
We did well and came joint third on the night, with top performers Karl and Chelsea, bringing
in the points. The winner on the night was Torrington; well done to them and we had to hand
back the winners trophy, but next year watch out! A great evening out with loads of sport,
competition, banter and lovely food.

Calvert Trust
Many Rotary Clubs, some from
as far as South Devon, braved tricky snowy
conditions to attend a very informed
presentation of the workings of the Calvert
Trust. The afternoon began with an address
from Lady Arran, their patron, who was
obviously impassioned with all the Trust
does. It was then followed by a power point
presentation of the day to day running of
the business by their CEO, Heidi Watson.

It is at outward bound type of holiday destination that caters
for those with all levels of physical and mental disabilities and
who are accompanied by their carers for a day’s break to as
long as a week. The bedrooms are specially adapted to any
disability that is required. The accommodation is built around a square
looking onto gardens and sitting areas.
The activities range from horse riding, archery, canoeing, swimming and,
even, abseiling! it is plainly obvious that the guests achieve so much in so
little time.
The running costs are huge; both an a day to day basis and on capital
projects. It has been pleasing as President of Rotary Caen this year we
have in some small way helped The Calvert Trust”.

April
Diary Dates
Wednesday 4th April

Speaker Meeting: Grace of Honey’s Bravery Bags, 19:00 Ebrington Arms

Fri 6th to Sun 8th April

National Conference at Torquay

Wednesday 11th April

Club Annual General Meeting 19:00 Ebrington Arms

Thursday 12th April

Village Fair Committee 19:00 Williams Arms

Sunday 15th April

Charity Car tour 10:00 Start at Williams Arms

Tuesday 17th April

Club Council 19:00 Hosted by Paula & Roger

Wednesday 18th April

Speaker Meeting: Debbie of North Devon Forum for Autistic Spectrum Conditions & ADHD,
19:00 Ebrington Arms

Saturday 21st April

District Assembly 10:00 University College Plymouth St Mark & St John

Wednesday 25th April

Open Meeting 19:00 Ebrington Arms

Presidents’ Nights
Saturday 14th April

South Molton Rotary Club: 18:30 Bishopsnympton Village Hall

Sunday 29th April

Bideford Rotary Club: 12:30 Garden Party, Entertainment &
Games, at Claycott, Abbotsham

Saturday 12th May

Joint Barnstaple Rotary Clubs: Filleigh Village Hall

Club Contact Information
Website: www.brauntoncaenrotary.co.uk
Facebook: The Rotary Club of Braunton Caen
Have you looked at our Facebook page?
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/brauntoncaenrotary/?hl=en
Why not like and share our items
Twitter: https://mobile.twitter.com/brauntoncaen
Club President: James Benning 07775 903001 sales@jbenning.co.uk
Club Secretary: Paula Byrom 0777 277 0850 paulabyrom@rpbfunerals.co.uk
Speaker Secretary: Caroline Sinclair 07811 424048 carolatfisherton@aol.com

Meeting place
Ebrington Arms, Knowle, Braunton EX33 2LW
Wednesday Nights at 7.00pm—8.00pm

