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Ay disciples of Jesus Churist, we come together v love,
welcome all people into-His grace, proclaim His Wovd,
and serve othery invHisy noume,

cWhen they could not find
them, they dragged jason
and some believers before
the city authorities, shout-
tng, "These people who have
been turning the world up-
side down have come heve
also, Zand Jason has enter-

tained them as guests.
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Now the Feast and Celebration
Holy Communion

PRELUDE

GREETING
Alleluia! Christ 1is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
GATHERING HYMN

The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing
031 The Feast Is Ready
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INVOCATION

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

We give you thanks, O God,

for in the beginning you created us in your image

and planted us in a well-watered garden.

In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched,
and you gave us water from the rock.

When we did not know the way,

you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.

At the cross, you watered us from Jesus” wounded side,
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.
We praise you for your salvation through water,

for the water in this font,

and for all water everywhere.

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.

Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lotrd

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.
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Text: Lutheran Book ofWorship, adapt. Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.




NOW THE FEAST
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Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved, Used by permission.
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SALUTATION
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The Lord be with you. And al - so with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray..Messiah, Jesus, your followers established churches in communities near and
far. Take us outside of ourselves and teach us to give away what you have given us. Show
us how to withess to your presence in places near and far.

Amen
GOSPEL ACCLLAMATION
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life. Al -le - lu - ia!
GOSPEL Acts 17:1-9; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
The holy gospel according to Acts. Glory to you, O Lotd.

1After Paul and Silas had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica,
where thete was a synagogue of the Jews. 2And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three sab-
bath days atgued with them from the scriptures, 3explaining and proving that it was necessary for
the Messiah to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, "This is the Messiah, Jesus whom I
am proclaiming to you." ‘Some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great
many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women. *But the Jews became jealous,
and with the help of some ruffians in the marketplaces they formed a mob and set the city in an
uproar. While they were searching for Paul and Silas to bring them out to the assembly, they at-
tacked Jason's house.



6When they could not find them, they dragged Jason and some believers before the city authori-
ties, shouting, "These people who have been turning the wotld upside down have come here also,
7and Jason has entertained them as guests. They are all acting contrary to the decrees of the em-
petot, saying that there is another king named Jesus." #The people and the city officials were dis-
tutbed when they heatd this, %and after they had taken bail from Jason and the others, they let
them go.

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lotd Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace.
2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 3remem-
bering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope
in out Lotd Jesus Chtist. “For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen
you, Sbecause our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in
the Holy Spitit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of petsons we proved to be
among you for your sake. $And you became imitators of us and of the Lotd, for in spite of perse-
cution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spitit, 7so that you became an example
to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded forth
from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become
known, so that we have no need to speak about it. °For the people of those regions report about
us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to setve a
living and true God, 1%and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead — Je-
sus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming;

The gospel of the Lozd. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY
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Text: North American traditional
Music: North American traditional

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Loztd,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

CLOSER WALK
Irregular



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times
and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who ate in need.

Shepherding God, we thank you for the educational ministries of your church. Enrich the work
of teachers, professors, mentors, advisors, and faculty at colleges, seminaries, and learning sites.
Lotrd, in your metcy,
hear our prayer.
Creating God, we praise you for those who maintain and operate farm equipment, for those who
plant and harvest crops, for local farmers’ markets, and for those involved in agriculture of any
kind. Strengthen their hands as they feed the wotld. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayet.
Guiding God, no one should be in want. Bid the nations to return to your paths of righteousness
and inspitre our leaders to walk in yout ways, so that all may have the opportunity to live abundant-
ly and sustainably. Lotd, in your metcy,
hear our prayer.
Comforting God, you carry us tendetly. We pray for those who walk through dark valleys over-
shadowed by anxiety and overwhelmed with suffering, Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Nurturing God, you desite justice for the hungry. Bless advocacy work, food pantries, and feeding
ministries in our congregations. May none of our neighbors lack for basic needs. Lotd, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
For what else do the people of God pray? Lotd, in your mercy,
hear our prayer
Everlasting God, your beloved have heard your voice; you have called them by name and guided
them to your side in death. We thank you for their lives of faithful witness. Lotd, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
With bold confidence in yout love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal
care; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O
God.

we give thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captiv-
ity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your
Wortd of life, O God.

we give thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness : forgiveness through
the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of
life, O God.

we give thanks and praise.

Send your spirt of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope,
and deepen our love, for the sake of a wotld in need. Taithful to your Wotd, O God, draw near
to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lotd, to whom, with you and the Ho-
ly Spirit, be honor and glory forever.

Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us out sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.
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CELEBRATION OF THE WORD PRAISE TO YOU

0N u # . ;
~ =14 111# } 5 = il_ o I i = : |
S e
1 Praise to you, O  God of wmer - cy: thanks be to you for -
2 From of old you loved and sought us: thanks be to you for -
3 Praise to you, O God of mer - cy: thanks be to you for -
Pttty — : ] ;
G =Tt
ev - er! Rais - ing high the weak and low - ly:
ev - er! Truth and  jus - tice you have taught us:
ev - er! Rais - ing high the weak and low - ly:
0y # 3rd time to Coda € | 1 |[2
Gyt — | A -
\*j} & H & (7 & W& =
thanks be to you for - ev - er!
thanks be to you for - ev - er!
thanks be to you for -
-t e B — 2
J ] 1 i
Strong is your faith - ful-ness, strong is your love, re -
# . ) ] lo stanza 3
1 | 1 | 1
e ==—cs====r—
J I 1
mem - b’ring your cov-e-nant of life with  us.
@ Coda
P ; e — | ] E
A% = = g o = I
ev - er! Thanks be to you for - ev - er!

Text and music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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BLESSING

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing, Almighty God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you

now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING SONG
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I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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light to the world. The star of my life is Je - sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa - tience the race, we shall know the joy of Je - sus.
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Refrain
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DISMISSAL

Christ is risen, just as he said.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluial
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE



