St. Peter Claver Catholic Church
March 19, 2017
Mission Statement
Having reflected on the "four faces of our parish," St. Peter Claver Catholic Church, chosen by the
Eucharistic Heart of Jesus, and under the guidance of Mary, resolves that: 1) we will provide more
opportunities for deepening prayer life, Eucharistic adoration, worship and devotions - an encounter
with Christ; 2) we will provide workshops/lectures that engage emerging family needs; 3) we will
offer multi-denominational family and youth activities to bring community together; and, 4) we will
become a center of action addressing the challenges our neighborhoods face.

Good News: 3rd Sunday of Lent
Come see a man who told me everything I have done.
(John 4:29)
Nobody likes admitting their sins. Whether you have
broken a window or gotten a speeding ticket, you know
how embarrassing it feels when someone points out what
you have done wrong.
That’s why today’s Gospel reading is so striking. When
Jesus spoke to the Samaritan woman about her sin, she
didn’t respond in fear. She didn’t even seem ashamed.
Quite the opposite, when Jesus told her that he knew she
has had five husbands and was living in adultery with a
sixth man, she was in awe. Their conversation then
compelled her to run to her neighbors and tell them all
about him.
Why did she respond this way? She was touched by the
mercy of Jesus and transformed. Let’s look at how this
happened.
First, Jesus reached out to her, and his love moved her
heart. He knew everything about her, the bad as well as the
good, and he welcomed her. He does the same for us.
Before we even admit our sins, he knows them, but he
never stops reaching out to us. He waits for us, just as he
waited by that well.
Second, Jesus offered her living water. It’s quite
possible that this woman had been living in guilt and
shame. She likely came to the well at midday to avoid
meeting everyone else, who would draw water at a cooler
hour. But Jesus saw her as a child of God who needed to be
set free. He offered her his love and presence, the water of
life that would fill her and change her. And it did—she left
her water jar behind because her encounter with Jesus gave
her a new source of life.
Jesus is ready to fill you with the living water of the
Holy Spirit today. He is reaching out to you with
compassion. Ask him to fill your heart and change your
life.
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Important Dates in Lent

Please mark your calendars for these important dates in
Lent (all in the Church/Gathering Space):
Stations of the Cross
• Every Friday 6:30 p.m.
March
26
3:00
p.m.
Healing Service
•
April
1
5:00
p.m.
Family Night
•
April
2
After
Mass
Reconciliation Service
•
April
9
Palm
Sunday (beginning
•
of Holy Week)

Collection Results
March 12 – 2nd Sunday of Lent
Envelopes:
$1,137.00
Loose:
119.00
Total Collection:
$1,256.00
March 5 – 1st Sunday of Lent
Envelopes:
$1,287.00
Loose:
132.00
Total Collection:
$1,419.00

Reflection from Pastor John
Listen Behind the Words – Hear the Broken

With whom do we identify? The grumbling think they
are entitled to whatever. The woman at the well is twofaced – all is well on the outside but very different inside.
The disciples discriminate and do not want to talk to "those
people."
If we don’t identify with any of them, that’s good.
Because we were chosen to identify with Jesus Who wants
to cleanse the wounds caused by broken relationships,
quench the thirst of people seeking meaning and hope and
remove all walls keeping people trapped in prejudice.
For Jesus to do what He wants to do He chooses people
like us to be purified in baptism, enlightened in
confirmation and united to Him in communion. To quote
St. Paul, we are sent to others so that "hope does not
disappoint … the love of God has been poured out into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to
us." (Romans 5:5)
We are sent to transform the negative effects of the
self-interest and self-serving into people wanting the
common good and to be self-giving. I think we will model
such a way of life if we remember God loves us not
because are good. We are good because God loves us.
Let’s encourage each other to want to invite the
grumblers to be grateful, the two-faced to be accepted and
the prejudiced to be open. May our Lenten sacrifice
empower us to do so.

The Lenten Healing Service is Next Sunday!
The Annual Lenten Healing Service is next Sunday at
3:00 p.m. here in church (see flyer later in this bulletin).
Bring your sins, ailments, fears, and brokenness and
experience the power of God's healing love. Invite your
family members, friends, neighbors, co-workers; we all
need healing! Light refreshments will be provided after the
service. There is no charge!

Walking Through the Cross to Life

The Fish Fry Is Here!

Our Lenten Theme this year is "Walking Through the
Cross to Life," which centers on the Cross as the result of
responding to being chosen to be sent. Jesus would never
have died, if He disobeyed His Father. In the garden we will
hear on Good Friday the defining meaning of the Cross of
Christ – He kills no one and most especially our enemies.
Most of us see the cross as our physical and mental
struggles. None of these would have been the Cross of
Jesus. The Cross of Jesus is to obey, to resist the tests to live
by betraying or denying Jesus, and to be "crucified" for
saying 'Yes' to being chosen to be sent.
You have an opportunity to join with your fellow
parishioners in deepening your understanding of what it
means to be "Walking Through the Cross to Life" by
joining the Order of Cross Walkers this Lent. Each week,
you will be offered a prayer symbol, reflecting the theme of
that week's Gospel, and a prayer sheet. The sheet will
include thoughts about how each of us can take up the
Cross of Jesus by saying 'Yes' to being chosen to be sent.
Included will be suggestions for the three great Lenten
practices of prayer, fasting and alms giving, and for
reaching out to others.

The Annual Fish Fry is at the half-point (see flyer below).
Please promote the Fish Fry by talking with your family
members, friends, neighbors, co-workers, etc. Flyers are
available if you need them. Finally, commit yourselves to
buy your lunch and/or dinner from the Fish Fry every Friday
during Lent, or make a direct financial donation; envelopes
are available in the rear of the church.

Pro-Life Youth Conference

Building Bridges to a Culture of Life is excited to
announce its 11th annual Pro-life Youth Conference to be
held at Bishop Foley High School on April 29th.
Registration begins at 12:00 p.m. and ends with a DJ Dance
from 7:00 - 9:30 p.m. Cost of $18 in advance or $20 at the
door includes original design T-shirt, goodie bag of
materials, amazing and educational speakers, Adoration,
Praise and Worship, Sunday Vigil Mass, dinner, and a
dance. Our chosen theme "Justice for All-Be Their Voice!"
will focus on issues of social justice and imparting practical
skills necessary to stand up for the dignity of each life. It
will be an incredible day of networking with other youth
and a great opportunity to learn how to use our voices to
create a culture of life. More information and preregistration are available at www.prolifeyouth.com.

Save Those Pennies!

We continue to be blessed by those who gather up their
loose pennies and donate them to the church. This year,
we've already collected $304! So save those pennies and
place them in the large jar in the rear of the church. Thank
you for your support!

Loyola Clothing Drive
Once again, we will join with Loyola High School in
making sure the Loyola Resource Closet is stocked to
support the needs of the students. Please consider donating:
• New mens white crew/v-neck t-shirts, sizes S - L
• Gently used leather belts, dress shoes, mens dress
shirts, ties, chinos
• Deodorant, carmex/vaseline lip balm
• Gently used athletic shorts (for gym class)
A box will be available in the Gathering Space next week
and through April 2.

Rice Bowl/SS. Peter & Paul Warming Center

Observe Lent by living your faith through actions that
embrace our most vulnerable brothers and sisters, in Detroit
and overseas.
Choose to support the Warming Center at SS. Peter &
Paul Parish in downtown Detroit. The Center gives
homeless men, women and children a place to be and to eat.
It is open 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. during the week. Or
choose to support Catholic Relief Services' Operation Rice
Bowl. Since 1975, Operation Rice Bowl has inspired
Catholics in the United States to pray, fast, learn and give as
we increase our understanding of our global community.
Participate in Operation Rice Bowl at home with your
family and loved ones.
Support one, support both. Boxes are available as you
enter the church. Lighten others’ burdens by practicing the
four tenets of Operation Rice Bowl: pray, fast, learn, and
give. Use this Lent to unite with those who struggle to
access life's basic necessities.

CSA Minute
Parish Nursing
Parish and faith community nurses and those who
minister in health care across the Archdiocese of Detroit
will gather to learn, reflect, pray, and find greater meaning
in the question, "Where is God in all of this?" at a retreat at
the Capuchin Retreat Center in Washington, Michigan, next
week, March 23-24.
The focus of the annual retreat is "Finding Meaning in
Life Until the End of Life: There is Hope in the Midst of a
Storm." Presenters are Bernie Beach, executive director and
stress management educator at St. Paul of the Cross
Passionist Retreat Center, and Deacon Thomas Avery, a
social worker and chaplain at St. Joseph Mercy Hospice.
Your gifts to the Catholic Services Appeal support
parish nursing in our Archdiocese. Parish nurses, who
encourage the faithful to care for themselves and others as
an expression of God’s love, serve as pastoral staff
members, as well as spiritual caregivers, health counselors
and educators, and health resources and advocates.
For more information about CSA-funded ministries,
programs, and services, please go to www.AOD.org.

Support Prison Ministry

We continue to collect empty bottles and cans each
week in support of the St. Vincent de Paul Prison Ministry
Program.
Funds raised from this activity help newly
released prisoners as they transition back into society.
Bottles and cans can be left in the box at the rear of the
church. If you have questions, please see Aurelia Smith.

A Verse a Day For You to Pray
Today: Romans 5:7-8: Indeed, only with difficulty does
one die for a just person, though perhaps for a good person
one might even find courage to die. But God proves his
love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died
for us.
Monday: Psalms 89:2-3: The promises of the LORD I
will sing for ever, through all generations my mouth will
proclaim your faithfulness, For you have said, "My
kindness is established forever"; in heaven you have
confirmed your faithfulness.
Tuesday: Matthew 18:21-22: Peter approached Jesus and
asked him, "Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often
must I forgive him? As many as seven times?" Jesus
answered, "I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven
times."
Wednesday: Matthew 5:17: Jesus said to his disciples:
"Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the
prophets. I have come not to abolish but to fulfill."
Thursday: Jeremiah 7:23: Thus says the LORD: This is
what I commanded my people: Listen to my voice; then I
will be your God and you shall be my people. Walk in all
the ways that I command you, so that you may prosper.
Friday: Hosea 14:10: Let him who is wise understand
these things; let him who is prudent know them. Straight
are the paths of the LORD, in them the just walk, but
sinners stumble in them.
Saturday: Psalms 40:11: Your justice I kept not hid
within my heart; your faithfulness and your salvation I
have spoken of; I have made no secret of your kindness
and your truth in the vast assembly

Ministers Schedule

March 26, 2017
Celebrant
Fr. John
Minister of Service
Ed Shea
Altar Server
Isolyn Radford
Sacristan
TBD
Prayers of the Faithful
Alther Redd
Lectors
Eucharistic Ministers
Youth
Arletha Robinson
Youth
Warren Bridges

Monday
Tuesday

Meetings/Events This Week

11:00 am
10:00 am
5:00 pm
7:00 pm

Wednesday 12:00 pm
Thursday
7:00 pm
Friday
9:00 am
6:30 pm
Saturday
1:00 pm
Sunday
10:00 am
12:00 pm
2:00 pm
3:00 pm

Prayer Meeting (M/Tu/Th) in PH
St. Vincent de Paul in GS
Relaxation Group in GS
Vicariate Meeting at
St. Charles Lwanga
Mass in Church
Choir Rehearsal in Church
Fish Fry in PH
Stations of the Cross in Church
Knights of Peter Claver in GS
Mass in Church
Parish Pastoral Council in
Loyola Cafeteria
Knights of Peter Claver in GS
Healing Service in Church

Legend: PH=Parish House; GS=Gathering Space

Note: All verses are taken from the Mass readings for the day.

Please Remember in Prayer:
Inez Alls, Florine Anderson, Mary Antoncew, Ulysses
Banks, Olivia Boulden, Marcella Bridges, Michael Carter,
Nina Crutcher, Johnnie Davis, Christopher Durant, L. C.
Durant, Peggy Endlein, Greg Engram, Richard Engram,
Rochelle Evans, Jesse Feagin, Jeffrey Flounory, Earline
Gaston, Sandra Griffin, Kiara Harris, Karen Hickman,
Wendy Hilson, Nettie Holmes, George Johnson, Sr., Veda
Johnson, Marley Jonah, Addison Martin, Augusta Martin,
Dorothy (Vicki) Martin, Earl Mayfield, Annette Mayfield,
Freida Morrison, Johnetta Mutes, Wilma Nelson, Celestine
Parker, Grady Parker, Fred Ray, Larry Rhodes, Elke
Rittenhouse, Elaine Ryles, Irene Scott, Charles Smith,
Augusta Starks, Marlene Talley, Bernice Thomas, Charles
Tilghman, Connie Tilghman, Christine Versele, Jon Viado,
Vickee Viado, Helen Wajda, Constance Washington-Daniel,
Anna Washington, Larry Washington, Lillie Washington,
Wayne Weamer, and relatives of our parishioners

Missing In Action!

If you notice one of our fellow parishioners is absent
from Church for multiple weeks, please bring it to the
attention of one of the ushers.

St. Peter Claver Catholic Community

Parish Office:13305 Grove, Detroit, MI 48235
(313) 342-5292
Church/Gathering Space:10600 Fenkell, Detroit, MI 48238
email: parishoffice@spcccdetroit.org
Mass: Every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. in the Church
(Check the bulletin for holy days and special services)
Confessions/Conferences: By Appointment
Parish Office Hours: Monday - Thursday,
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
**********************************************
Reverend John Phelps, C.Ss.R., Pastor
Office: (313) 342-5292
Mary Caroline Jonah, Pastoral Minister/Music Minister
Home: (313) 273-6266 or Cell: (313) 617-2100
Ed Shea, Office Manager/Bulletin Editor
Home: (248) 477-6723 or Cell: (248) 633-4476
Ronald Gallesero, Facilities Manager
Tanda Flounory/Alther Redd, Parish Pastoral Council
Co-Chairs
Alice Smith, Christian Service Chair
Joseph Allen & Lawrence Rhodes, Finance Co-Chairs

