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HSC Weekly Meetings Information

The Hollywood Stamp Club
meets every Tuesday from 5 to
9 PM at the Fred Lippman Multipurpose Center, 2030 Polk
Street, Hollywood, FL 33020,
US, North America, Telephone:
(954) 921-3404.
All Club members are encouraged to submit articles, notic-

es, or any other data believed
notable to our membership.
Contact the Editor, Enrique
Setaro, by phone (305) 4280516, via Skype, ID: ensetaro
or via e-mail:
ensetaro@gmail.com

MEMBER’S CORNER

HSC DINER SEPT. 19, 2019
We will meet at 6 PM in the Blue Moon
By Membership Committee
Diner, 10076 Griffin Road, Cooper City
Sarasota National Expo,
(SW corner of Griffin & Palm Avenue).
Feb. 1-3 2019
Member
Juan L. Farah, Grand
cost $20
Award & Large Gold,
Great Britain Penny Reds Every one
attending
1850-64
must sign
up with Kim
Alfredo Frohlich, AAPE Ex- Castellano
hibit Excellence Award & at the club
Gold, Colombia: The Last meetings
and pay this
Classic Issue 1866
amount.
PHILATELIC TALKS INITIATIVE.
When you are
offered a high
value stamp
for a very low
price,
remember this:
”If it too good
to be true, it
probably is.”

Using a “vintage” TV that I donated to the club,
we have started with some short talks about philatelic topics. The purpose was to provide a way of
exchanging information of interest to our membership. We started with “British Old Currency
System” on Stamps. These talks will be delivered
every other week for 10/15 minutes starting at 6
PM. The following talks were about “Topical Cocoa/chocolate on Stamps”, “the Flight of the Gelber Hund”, and “Great Britain Seahorses”. The latest talk discussed “Advertisement
Labels, Panes & Booklets”. Other topics available are: “WW 2 Emergency Forces
Messages”, “Stylized Views of the Cities of France”, “Imperforate Steamships of
Buenos Aires”, and “Russia 1915-17 Currency stamps”. If any of our members
would like to prepare and deliver a talk, I can help if you provide scans of
the material to be used and I can set them up into an Adobe Acrobat

Members: call for action
Have YOU considered sharing your stamps
knowledge?
Why not write
an
article for
the Hollywood
Philatelist? Or
share a nice
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cover and a
paragraph
about it.
Contact the
Editor at
the meeting, or via

E-Mail.

Paraphrasing
President Kennedy:
Do not ask what
the club can do for
you. Far better, ask
what YOU can do

HSC’s Officers and Members of the Board for 2019
President: Parker A. Bailey, Jr.

Chairman of the Board: Karl V. Shallenberger
E-Mail: KarlShall@comcast.net

E-Mail: pbaileyjr@comcast.net
Vice-President: Jacqueline Cortes
Treasurer: Richard Knierim

Directors:

Recording Secretary: Hilda Bailey
Membership Chairman: Robert Lavoie, Jr
Asst. Chairman: Hamlet Gayadeen
Editor:

Enrique Setaro

E-Mail: ensetaro@gmail.com
Asst. Editor:

Thomas Walend

HSC ACTIVITIES: PHILATELIC CALENDAR
SEP 3. $5 Auction, door prizes,
and refreshments
SEP 10. Meeting, $5 Auction, door
prizes, and refreshments
SEP 17. $5 Auction, door prizes,
and refreshments
SEP 24. $5 Auction, door prizes,
and refreshments

OCT 1. $5 Auction, door prizes, and refreshments
OCT 8 . Meeting, $5 Auction, door prizes, and refreshments
OCT 15 . $5 Auction, door prizes, and refreshments
OCT 22 $5 Auction, door prizes, and refreshments
OCT 29 >>>>>> GO-GO AUCTION <<<<<<

What was the first
"commemorative" Stamp of the
World?
Having that honor of "being the first" in something, always
catapults you into the story, whatever the subject we refer
to, and in Philately it was not going to be less, obviously.
If already the birth of the seal, arouses much controversy to
consider that before the English took the initiative of its postal reform that gave rise to the birth of the considered First
Stamp of the World, there were certain attempts to carry out
the previous payment through the action of adhering to the
letters a proof of having paid the amount required, any other
step within the world of philately, if it is "pioneer" will be reflected as such.
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Arthur Morris
Hamlet Gayadeen
Robert Lavoie, Jr.
Alan Levak
Michael Rogers
Richard Sandler
Kim Castellano

The first Commemorative Stamp was from
Lima (Peru) 1871 issue. Face= 5 cts, 20th
Anniversary of the first railway in South
America. linking Lima and Callao.
The thematic philatelist by nature of this
hobby, will always focus on the image or
images used in the
stamps, and even for
the reason or reason
for the issue, and this
will always take into
account each of the
stamps that from the
first (whatever it is)
Locomotive and coat of
they have been put
arms
into circulation. But
philatelically speaking is very common to hear
that a stamp is "commemorative" against
emissions considered "basic series", although
the definition of the first, the commemorative, may not be very clear to know which of
those classic stamps, were or not commemorative. At times, philatelists tend to be very
biased in terms of deepening our favorite
pastime.
PROPOSED CLOCK FOR THE CLUB’s
MEETINGS
The attached clock
could be used during
the club’s meetings to
check our activities.
However we would
some of our members
with good mathematical skills to tell us when
is the time for which
activity.

Simon-Wiesenthal on Stamps, By Editor
Simon Wiesenthal (31 December
1908 – 20 September 2005) was a
Jewish Austrian Holocaust survivor,
Nazi hunter, and writer. He studied
architecture and was living in Lwów
at the outbreak of World War II.
He survived the Janowska concentration camp (late 1941 to September 1944), the Kraków-Płaszów
concentration camp (September to
October 1944), the Gross-Rosen concentration camp,
a death march to Chemnitz, Buchenwald, and the
Mauthausen-Gusen concentration camp (February to
5 May 1945).

In 1975 a sheet honoring
Wiesenthal was privately
issued in the Netherlands.
In 2010 there was a joint
issue of Austria and Israel.
Also available is a proof of
the Austria stamp that
might be interesting to collectors. Spain has prepared
a pre-paid postcard honoring Wiesenthal.
Jewish Historical Documentation Center

The Jewish Historical Documentation Centre was an
After the war, Wiesenthal dedicated his life to track- office headed by Simon
ing down and gathering information on fugitive Nazi Wiesenthal in Linz. The center collected and promulgatwar criminals so that they could be brought to trial.
ed information about war
In 1947, he co-founded the Jewish Historical Documentation Centre in Linz, Austria, where he and oth- crimes, specific mainly to
crimes against the Jewish
ers gathered information for future war crime trials
people as perpetrated by
and aided refugees in their search for lost relatives.
He opened the Documentation Centre of the Associa- the Nazi Regime in Europe
tion of Jewish Victims of the Nazi Regime in Vienna in during the Second World
1961 and continued to try to locate missing Nazi war War.
criminals. He played a small role in locating Adolf
The center has been reEichmann, who was captured in Buenos Aires in
sponsible for uncovering
1960, and worked closely with the Austrian justice
more than 1000 Nazi war
ministry to prepare a dossier on Franz Stangl, who
criminals, including Adolf
was sentenced to life imprisonment in 1971.
Eichmann, sometimes reIn the 1970s and 1980s, Wiesenthal was involved in ferred to as "the architect of
two high-profile events involving Austrian politicians. the Holocaust". The office
Shortly after Bruno Kreisky was inaugurated as Aus- was also interested in the
trian chancellor in April 1970, Wiesenthal pointed out whereabouts of alleged Nazi
war criminals who may
to the press that four of his new cabinet appointees
had been members of the Nazi Party. Kreisky, angry, have escaped justice, including those individuals
called Wiesenthal a "Jewish fascist", likened his organisation to the Mafia, and accused him of collabo- who escaped through the Nazi ratlines to havens in
South America, particularly to Argentina, Paraguay,
rating with the Nazis. Wiesenthal successfully sued
for libel, the suit ending in 1989. In 1986, Wiesenthal Brazil, and Chile.
was involved in the case of Kurt Waldheim, whose
The center in Vienna was housed in a nondescript,
service in the Wehrmacht and probable knowledge of sparsely furnished three-room office in Vienna's old
the Holocaust were revealed in the lead-up to the
Jewish quarter with a staff of four, including Wiesen1986 Austrian presidential elections. Wiesenthal, em- thal. The center had open files on about 2,000 cases,
barrassed that he had previously cleared Waldheim of however, Wiesenthal estimated that about 150,000
any wrongdoing, suffered much negative publicity as Nazis were involved in war crimes and that his ofa result of this event.
fice's extensive archives were just "the tip of the iceberg". According to the center, about 40,000 Nazis
More information on Wiesenthal’s life and accomhave been
plishments con be found at this web site:
tried for war
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simon_Wiesenthal
crimes since
the end of
Wiesenthal was also an avid stamp collector. After his
the war, and
passing, his family sold his philatelic estate in 2006
most were
with the German auctioneer Heinrich Kohler. The
found guilty.
auction catalog might be available on-line in eBay or
DelCampe.
Cont Page 5
Related Stamp Issues
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S. Wiesenthal, Cont from Page 4
In 1959, acting on information provided
by Wiesenthal and other Nazi hunters,
Eichmann was captured by Mossad agents
in Argentina, transported to Israel where
he was tried and executed. Encouraged,
in 1961, Simon Wiesenthal founded the
Documentation Centre of the Association
of Jewish Victims of the Nazi Regime in
Vienna, which concentrated exclusively on
the hunting of war criminals.
The center developed a department to
track anti-Semitism and right-wing extremism. Since 2003, the association has
been indexing its holdings with the aid of
an electronic database to increase its
availability for users. The Centre is an integral, but independent part of the Vienna
Wiesenthal Institute for Holocaust Studies
(VWI).
This Centre closed in 1954.
Simon Wiesenthal Center (L. A.)
The Simon Wiesenthal
Center (SWC) is a
Jewish human rights
organization established in 1977 by Rabbi Marvin Hier. According to its mission
statement, it is a global human rights organization researching the Holocaust and
hate in a historic and contemporary context. The Center confronts anti-Semitism,
hate and terrorism, promotes human
rights and dignity, stands with Israel, defends the safety of Jews worldwide, and
teaches the lessons of the Holocaust for
future generations.
The Center is headquartered in Los Angeles, California. It is accredited as a nongovernmental organization (NGO) at the
United Nations, the UNESCO, and the
Council of Europe.
The Center closely interacts on an ongoing basis with a variety of public and private agencies, meeting with elected offi5

cials, the United States and foreign governments, diplomats and heads of state.
The Center promotes the prosecution of
Nazi war criminals, and fights against extremist groups, neo-Nazism, and hate on
the Internet. The Center is also involved
in Holocaust and tolerance education. Its
Campus Outreach division is part of the
Israel on Campus Coalition (ICC).
The Center is named after Nazi hunter Simon Wiesenthal; Hier's relationship with
Wiesenthal deteriorated during the 1980s,
and in 1993 Wiesenthal unsuccessfully petitioned the Board of Directors for Hier's
removal.
More information on the Los Angeles
Center can be found at this web site. ©
http://www.wiesenthal.com

Scott Stamp Catalogue
The Scott Catalogue of postage stamps, published by Scott Publishing Co, a subsidiary of
Amos Media, is updated annually and lists all the
stamps of the entire world which its editors recognize as issued for postal purposes. It is published in eight large volumes (as of 2015) that
include six volumes containing all the countries of
the world that have ever issued postage stamps,
the United States Specialized Catalog, and the
1840-1940 Classic Specialized Catalogue
(covering the world for the first 100 years that
stamps were issued). It is also produced in nonprintable CD and DVD editions. The numbering
system used by Scott to identify stamps is dominant among stamp collectors in the United
States, Canada and Mexico.
Background
The first Scott catalogue was a 21-page pamphlet with the title Descriptive Catalogue of
American and Foreign Postage Stamps, issued
from 1840 to Date, Splendidly Illustrated with
Colored Engravings and Containing the Current
Value of each Variety. It was published in September leading stamp dealer. During his lifetime,
he was known as The Father of American Philately by his fellow stamp collectors.
Scott published his first multi-paged postage
stamp catalog, A Descriptive Catalogue of America and Foreign Postage Stamps, Issued from
1840 to Date. Cont P. 6

Scott catalogue, from page 5
In a short period of time, his Scott catalog became the leading
stamp catalog in the United States. In 1885, he sold the rights to
his business to the Calman brothers who renamed it the Scott
Stamp and Coin Company.
Scott continued his stamp business after a legal battle over the
use of his name (which he won) and continued publishing philatelic literature, such as The Metropolitan Philatelist, the J. W.
Scott & Co., Ltd. Weekly News Letter, and the John W. Scott's
Junior Weekly Letter, later renamed the John W. Scott's Weekly
Bulletin.
In subsequent years, the Scott company gave up dealing in
stamps but continued to publish the catalog, gradually providing
more detail as the hobby evolved and collectors became more
sophisticated. In addition to the information about the stamps,
the catalog includes price information based on market analysis
and reported sales from the previous year. As of 2006, and despite annual changes to save space, the catalog was more than
5,000 pages.
A small excerpt from 1910s Bolivia; each stamp includes the Scott
number, design, denomination, color, unused and used prices,
and additional annotations as needed. As the 1917 appearing
before 1913 suggests, related stamps are sometimes grouped
logically rather than numbered strictly chronologically.
The Scott numbering system assigns plain numbers for regular
mail stamps and uses capital letter prefixes for special-purpose
types, such as B for semi-postals and C for airmail.
The numbers are generally consecutive; there are gaps among
older stamps, where some numbered types were later renumbered, and among newer stamps where Scott has left numbers
unassigned in the anticipation of additional stamps in a series. If
more stamps than expected appear, Scott will add a capital letter
as suffix, or if the change is very recent, it will renumber stamps.
Minor variations, such as shades or errors, get a lowercase letter;
so, the C3a above indicates a variation (error in this case) on
what is listed as the third US airmail stamp.
Because of its commercial importance the publishers of the Scott
Catalogue claim copyright on their numbering systems and grant
only limited licenses for their use by others. The inconsistency
with which Scott enforced these licenses resulted in a lawsuit by
Krause Publications (publishers of the Minkus Catalogue) for copyright infringement. After Krause filed a defense, the suit was
settled out of court, and Krause continued to reference the Scott
numbers.

few weeks when fate intervened. His elder brother
William died, and Edward was removed from the
bank to become an apprentice pharmacist in his father’s shop.
The job apparently left him with plenty of spare time,
which he used to indulge in stamps. His father, realizing that it could be a worthwhile and lucrative business, encouraged him (around 1856) and allowed
him to set up a desk in the shop exclusively for
stamps. At the age of 16 Gibbons laid the foundation
for what was to become the world’s leading philatelic
business.
Cape Triangulars
One day in 1863 two Royal Navy
sailors passed his shop and, noticing the stamps displayed in
the window, came in to ask
whether Gibbons purchased used
postage stamps. When being
told that he did the sailors said
they had some on their ship and
would return. They did, with a kitbag full of cape triangulars, many thousands
of them, in trips and
blocks, including Woodblocks (See P.7). They told
Gibbons that back in Cape
Town they had been persuaded to buy a 1 s. raffle
ticket at a bazar and the
stamps had been their
prize.
They were offered £5 for the lot,
which they were please to accept.

The lot included Cape 1d., 4d.,
6d., 10d., 1s., 1s.6d., and genuine 1d. blue and 4d. red woodblocks. Other purchases included
the remainder of the Fiji Times
Editors of this, the dominant catalog in the US, have great influence over what is and is not considered to be a valid postage
Express stamps, brought home by
stamp. For instance, in the 1960s the countries of the United
his brother Alfred, an officer in
Arab Emirates issued many stamps that were likely never actually
on sale in a post office, so Scott does not list most of them. One the Royal Navy (instrumental in
must go to a Michel catalog, for instance, to see them described. many other purchases for the
The lack of a Scott listing, though,
flourishing business), and a quantity of stamps from
means that most American dealers will
the Postmaster of Albany, Western Australia, which
refuse to trade in such stamps.
included 120 2d. Swans printed in mauve, the color
Stanley–Gibbons Catalogue
of the 6d. The Postmaster regretted that he had to charge
The year 1840 was an important one for philately.
6d. each for these as that had
Rowland introduced the Penny Black and Blue in May.
been charged by the authorities!
The following month, on June 21, a boy was born
These stamps are now catawhose name would be forever linked with these small
logued in S-G 55b, at £20,000,
pieces of paper – Edward Stanley Gibbons.
Scott 31 at $23,000 each.
Edward was the son of William Gibbons, a chemist
The first catalogue
established at 15 Treville Street in Plymouth, England. By the mid-1850s collecting postage stamps
With his stock expanding it made sense to advertise,
was beginning to become a serious hobby and it is
However, the recognized forerunner of today’s extenrecorded that Edward, like many schoolboys of the
sive range of Gibbons catalogues was the 16-page
time, had a small collection. We are told that on leav- ‘Descriptive Price List and catalogue of British, coloniing school in 1855 he joined Plymouth’s Naval Bank
al and Foreign Postage Stamps’, dated November
as a junior clerk but had not been there more than a 1864 and sold for 2 d. post free. ©
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The so-called CAPE Wood-Blocks
(from P.5)
Due to a shortage of one penny and four
pence stamps, a local printer, Messrs.
Saul Solomon & Co., was employed to
provide a supply of one penny and four
pence stamps, and these were issued in
February 1861. It was then discovered
that a consignment of stamps from London had already arrived, on 5 May 1860,
although the bills of lading had gone
astray. A year later the cases with the
stamps from London were claimed.
Despite the popular nickname, the stamps
were in fact engraved on steel. Each
stamp was individually cut into a single
piece of metal (known as a cliche) so
there are many slight variations. 64 cliches were then glued to wooden blocks
for printing. Two were accidentally placed
into the wrong set, resulting in one colour
error per sheet of 64 - a blue penny
stamp and a red four pence stamp which have always been highly prized rarities.
Spain Early Stamps for Cellular Tax?,
By Editor

Within a lot of Spanish Stamp I found some that
captured my attention.
They are shown here. There are two lines of text
1882 King Alfonse XII “TIMBRE MOVIL” and 1923
Royal Crown Coat of Arms “ESPECIAL MOVIL”,
that seem to translate into MOBILE STAMP and
SPECIAL MOBILE. Were they implying cellular
services/phones taxes? There are no records that
Spain had any cellular phone in 1882 or in 1923.
After doing some research, Scott do not list
them. The Spanish Edifil list them as Postal Revenue (FISCALES POSTALES) stamps. The stamps
7

with pen cancels were for revenue use and their
value is negligible. The 1923 is listed under the
subcategory “TIMBRE ESPECIALES MOVILES” (
Special Mobile Stamps); in 1931 they were overprinted ‘Republica Española’.

They continued to be used until 1937; for postal use the stamp shown the cat prices it at €1.20
( Mint at €0.90); on cover they are priced at €24.
On cover they are hard to find.

Austria Issued First Crypto Stamp, By
Editor
With the innovative crypto
stamp, Austrian Post is for the first time
offering a stamp which also exists as a
digital asset (crypto collectible) in the
Ethereum blockchain, and is thus breaking
completely new ground. The blockchain is
a special form of decentralized data storage.
For this, data are not stored in a single
computer center but are distributed
across many independent computers. A
sophisticated mechanism ensures that
completed transactions cannot be subsequently manipulated. Using the QR code
printed on the stamp, the owner can look
at the digital version of his/her crypto
stamp in
the Ethereum blockchain and
then transfer it to other users.
Continues
on P.8

Austria New Issue (From P. 7)

The crypto stamp on the one hand comprises
the physical stamp which you can remove from
the mini sheet along the perforated line and use
for postage like any “normal” stamp. The second
part ofthe sheet contains (in addition to the
stamp), concealed under a scratch-off layer, access data (address and private key) to a socalled wallet, a “virtual wallet”. This contains the
associated digital crypto stamp. In the Ethereum
blockchain everybody can see which wallet address the digital crypto stamp is assigned
to. However, the identity of the owner of this
wallet address is not visible.
Only the owner of the private key belonging to
the wallet can access the crypto stamp. On the
mini sheet this code is given in the form of a
“secret word list” which is revealed after scratching off the coating on the third section. This
code enables the owner to access the preconfigured wallet address and also to transfer
the stamp to other wallets. Every transfer of
ownership is irreversibly documented in the
blockchain so that legal ownership can always
be proven.
The unicorn depicted on the stamp block has a
symbolic meaning: successful start-up companies valued at at least one billion US dollars are
referred to as unicorns in the world of business
as they are just as rare as these mythical creatures. The unicorn is also the heraldic animal used to represent the Ethereum community.©
Source: Indian Philatelic Journal.
MEXICO Porte De Mar
Stamps, By Editor
Mexico's Porte de Mar stamps of
1875-79, prefixed "JX" in the
Scott catalog, are a good place to
start.
Fig 1 Small #s
Porte de mar stamps were used
to indicate the amount of cash to
be paid to the captains of foreign (British,
French or American) mail steamers carrying outgoing foreign mail. A 2-centavo black Porte de
Mar stamp, Scott JX9, is shown in Figure 1.
The mail piece was sent to the ship port of departure with a Mexican postage stamp at the domestic rate. The amount paid in cash to the
ship’s captain was acknowledged with some
Porte de Mar stamp. They were not considered
postage stamp; they simply served to indicate
that overseas postage had been paid and facili8

tated payment to the ship’s captain.
There were three set issued:
1875 JX9-19 Black small numbers
1875 JX20-26 Black large numbers
(Fig 2)
FIG 2 Large #s
1879 JX26-31 various colors (Fig 3)
Porte de mar stamps are found
online without postmarks as they
were not considered postage
stamps.
Beware of forgeries.
Thet are very rare on covers; they
were typically placed on the back of FIG 3 1879
the covers. Here we show one that was sold by
Cherrystone Auction galleries; February 2008.
MEXICO BRITISH SHIPS Cover - 1875-78 Porte
de Mar
1878 With the end
of the consular
agencies in Mexico,
the post office had
to deal directly with
the shipping lines
for the transport of
mail. The rate negotiated with Great
Britain was 10 centavos for a typical
letter (considerably
lower than the
French rate of 31
centavos). The
Porte de Mar stamps were used to satisfy the
public's desire for some form of evidence that
those fees were paid. A 25c stationery entire envelope, opened for display, used December 1878
from Cosamaloapan to Paris, conveyed by
"Ebro" to St. Thomas (January 15) and "Nile" to
Plymouth (arriving January 30), with 10c Porte
De Mar applied on reverse. In accordance with
the new Universal Postal Union rules, "T 1-10"
(1.10fr) accountancy mark
was applied on front, with
16 decimes due on arrival.
A great combination cover
to France. Price realized =
$6,750.00
Suggest the reader checks
the extensive and detailed
article in the April 2019 of
the APS American Philatelist.©

Mayan civilization, Calendars & Stamps, By Editor

What is the Tzolkin?
The Tzolkin date is a combination of two "week"
lengths.
The Maya civilization was
a Mesoamerican civilization developed by
While our calendar uses a
the Maya peoples, and noted for its logo syllabic single week of seven days,
script—the most sophisticated and highly devel- the Mayan calendar used
oped writing system in pretwo different lengths of
Columbian Americas—as well as for
week:
its art, architecture, mathematics, calendar,
a numbered week of 13
and astronomical system. The Maya civilization
days, in which the days were numbered from 1
developed in an area that encompasses southto 13, a named week of 20 days, in which the
eastern Mexico, all of Guatemala and Belize, and names of the days were:
the western portions of Honduras and El Salva0. Ahau
1. Imix
2. Ik 3. Akbal 4. Kan
5. Chicchan 6. Cimi 7. Manik 8. Lamat 9. Muluc
10. Oc 11. Chuen 12. Eb 13. Ben
14. Ix
15. Men
16. Cib
17. Caban 18. Etznab
19. Caunac

dor. This region consists of the northern lowlands encompassing the Yucatán Peninsula, and
the highlands of the Sierra Madre, running from
the Mexican state of Chiapas, across southern Guatemala and onwards into El Salvador,
and the southern lowlands of the Pacific littoral
plain.
Mayan Calendars
The Maya calendar is a system of three interlacing calendars and almanacs which was used by
several cultures in Central America, most famously the Maya civilization.
What is the Haab?

What is the Long
Count?
The Long Count is
really a mixed base20/base-18 representation of a number, representing
the number of days
since the start of the Mayan era. It is thus akin
to the Julian Day Number.
The basic unit is the kin
(day), which is the last
component of the Long
Count. Going from right
to left the remaining
components are:
uinal (1 uinal = 20 kin =
20 days)
tun
(1 tun = 18 uinal =
360 days = approx. 1
year)

The Haab was the civil calendar of the Mayas. It
consisted of 18 "months" of 20 days each, followed by 5 extra days, known as Uayeb. This
gives a year length of 365 days. It is like the current Gregorian Calendar. However, the year of
18 months and 20 days would correspond to a
planet located in the asteroid belt. The asteroid
belt is the circumstellar disc in the Solar System
located roughly between the orbits of the planets
Mars and Jupiter. It is occupied by numerous irregularly shaped bodies called asteroids or minor
planets.

katun (1 katun = 20 tun
= 7,200 days = approx. 20
years)
baktun
(1 baktun = 20
katun = 144,000 days = approx. 394 years)
Several other countries in
Central America and Europe
have issued stamps related
to the Mayans calendars and
ruins.

Kukulkan Pyramid at Chichen Itza, Mexico
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Although they are not part of the Long
sued in late 1946, or 1947.
Count, the Mayas had names for larger
time spans. The following names are
sometimes quoted, although they are not The first is the long delayed issue (Scott
738-6) commemorating the return of the
ancient Maya terms:
China’s capital from its wartime [WW II}
site of Chungking to Nanking , which took
Years
place on May 1946.
Period
(approx.)
The second (Scott 76-80) was the com1 Day
kʼin
memoration of the 50th anniversary of
the Chinese post office.
20 days
winal
tun

1 year

kʼatun

20 years

bakʼtun

394 years

piktun

7,885 years

kalabtun

157,700 years

kinchiltun

3,154,004 years

alawtun

63,080,082
years

1 The alautun is probably the longest
named period in any calendar. It is not
known why the Mayans had defined such
large periods of time.
What we know of the Mayans is what Aztecs have related to the Spanish scholars
that came to America after Columbus.
The Mayan cities in Mexico and Central
America were deserted.

China Postal issues, 1947. From
the Southern Philatelist Oct. 1946
Word had
been received
from China that
two new
commemorative
sets had
been is10

50th Anniv. of China Post Office service
China P O logo

HSC Group Photo July
2, 2019.
With cake for July 4,
Independence Day

The U.S. Postal Service is Issuing First Moon
Landing Forever Stamps, By editor
On July 20, 1969, Apollo 11 astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin walked on the Moon: an
achievement that had long been confined to the
realm of science fiction. A breathless world watched
as Armstrong stepped onto the Moon’s surface and
famously said, “That’s one small step for (a) man,
one giant leap for mankind.”
To mark the
50th anniversary of
this first Moon
landing, the U.S.
Postal Service will
issue two forever
stamps to celebrate
this historic moment. One stamp
features Armstrong’s iconic photograph of Aldrin in his spacesuit on the surface of
the Moon. The other stamp, a photograph of the
moon taken in 2010 by Gregory H. Revera from his
home in Madison, Alabama, shows the landing site of
the lunar module, Eagle, in the Sea of Tranquility.
The site is indicated on the stamp by a dot. Art director Antonio Alcalá designed the stamp art.

of Whales, the P.M. of the United
Kingdom, the P.M. of Ireland, the
President of France and the President of Poland. We talked about
‘Everything!’”
Queen Elizabeth is not the Queen
of England (UK) but the Queen of
the United Kingdom.
He did not meet with the Prince of
Whales but with Charles, the Prince
of Wales. ©

Charles, Prince of Wales

Russia Reprinted
stamps, 1917, By
Editor

Royal Coat of Arms of the United
Kingdom

The Russian Provisional Government (Russian: Временное
правительство России, tr. Vremennoye pravitel'stvo Rossii) was
The first day of issue event for the stamps is free and a provisional governopen to the public with paid admission to the Kenne- ment of Russia established immedidy Space Center Visitor Complex (KSCVC), on Friday, ately following
July 19, 2019, at 11 a.m. EDT at the Apollo Saturn V the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II of
Center (requiring bus transport from the KSCVC), at the Russian Empire on 2 March [15
March, New Style] 1917. The intenSpace Commerce Way, Merritt Island, Florida. Later
tion of the provisional government
in the day, Kennedy Space Center will also serve as
was the organization of elections to
one of several remote locations for a live NASA TV
the Russian Constituent Assembly and its convenbroadcast, as we celebrate the historic accomplishtion.
ments of the Apollo Mission and anticipate NASA’s
return to the Moon in 2024.
In 1917 the Provisional Government reprinted the 1913 old Tsarist
For an in-depth look at NASA’s historic Apollo Prodesigns (only 11 stamps out of the
gram, including historic footage, audio tapes, and
17), but sold them imperforate.
photography; publicly available posters and resources; and information on Apollo Anniversary celeScott only lists 6 stamps (88a—
bration events across the coun103b); The Zagorsky catalog lists all
try: www.nasa.gov/apollo50. ©
the 11 imperforated reprinted
stamps. Some of these stamps have
US Twitter in the International Arena, By
an overprint (‘O6pa3eu’)
Editor
[Specimen].
This US President’s Twitter,
The first stamps of the Russian Soviet Federative Soabout his recent visit to the
cialist Republic appeared in 1918, as two values
UK, has been widely covered
(Scott 149-50) depicting a sword cutting a chain.
by the media:
While great quanti“I meet and talk to ‘foreign
ties of these
governments’ every day,”
stamps survive,
Trump tweeted on Thursday
they saw little use,
morning, shortly after his reand used copies
turn to Washington, D.C., afare worth more
ter a recent visit to Europe.”
than mint. ©

“I just met with the Queen
of England (U.K.), the Prince
11

Elizabeth, British Queen

The Shadow of US Apollo on Stamps, By Editor
Here we will show the various space program
from the US, Russia and China; both a related
stamp and the launcher.
Vostok (spacecraft) The Vostok (Russian:
Восток, translated as "East") was a type of spacecraft built by the Soviet Union. The first human
spaceflight was accomplished with
Vostok 1 on April 12, 1961, by
Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin. The spacecraft
was part of the Vostok program, in which six
manned spaceflights were made, from 1961–63.
Two further manned space flights were made in
1964 and 1965 by Voskhod
spacecraft, which were modified Vostok
spacecraft. By the late 1960s both were
superseded by the Soyuz spacecraft,
which are still used as of 2019.
Project Mercury. Project
Mercury was the first human spaceflight program of the United States,
running from 1958 through 1963. An early highlight of the Space Race, its goal was to put a man
into Earth orbit and return him safely, ideally before the Soviet Union.
Taken over from the US Air Force by
the newly created civilian space agency
NASA, it conducted twenty un-manned
developmental flights
(some using animals), and
six successful flights by astronauts
Voskhod. The Voskhod rocket (Russian: Восход,
"ascent", "dawn") was a derivative of the Soviet R-7
ICBM designed for the human spaceflight program
but later used for
launching Zenit reconnaissance
satellites. It consisted of the
Molniya 8K78M third
stage minus the Blok
L. In 1966, all R-7
variants were equipped with the uprated core stage
and strap-ons of the Soyuz 11A511.
Project Gemini was NASA's second human spaceflight program. Conducted between projects Mercury
and Apollo, Gemini started in 1961 and
concluded in 1966. The Gemini spacecraft carried a
two-astronaut crew. Ten Gemini crews flew low
Earth orbit (LEO) missions during 1965 and 1966,
putting the United States in the lead
during the Cold War Space Race
against the Soviet Union.

vehicle in the world. When the U.S. Space Shuttle program ended in 2011, Soyuz rockets became the only launch vehicles able to transport
astronauts to the International Space Station.
The Space Shuttle
was a partially reusable low Earth orbital spacecraft system operated by the
U.S. National Aeronautics and Space
Administration
(NASA) as part of
the Space Shuttle
program. Its official program name was Space
Transportation System (STS), taken from a 1969
plan for a system of reusable spacecraft of
which it was the only item funded for development. The first of four orbital test flights occurred in 1981, leading to operational flights
beginning in 1982. In addition to the prototype
whose completion was cancelled, five complete
Shuttle
The Shenzhou program (/ˈ
ʃɛnˈ
dʒoʊ/, Chinese: 神舟) is a manned spaceflight initiative by China. The program put the first
Chinese citizen, Yang Liwei, into orbit on
15 October 2003. Development began in
1992, under the name of Project 921-1.
The Chinese National Manned Space Program was given the designation Project 921 with Project 921-1
as its first significant goal. The plan called for a manned launch
in October 1999, prior to the new millennium.
The International Space Station (ISS) is a space station, or a habitable artificial satellite, in low Earth
orbit. The ISS program is a joint project between five participating space
agencies: NASA (United
States), Roscosmos (Russia), JAXA (Japan), ESA (Europe),
and CSA (Canada). The ownership and use of the space station
is established by intergovernmental treaties and agreements.

The ISS serves as
a microgravity and space environment research laboratory in which
crew members conduct experiments
in biology, human biology, physics, astronomy, meteorology,
and other fields. The station is suited
for the testing of spacecraft systems
and equipment required for missions to the Moon and Mars.The
The Apollo program, also known as
ISS maintains an orbit with an average altiProject Apollo, was the third United
tude of 400 kilometers (250 mi) by means
States human spaceflight program carried out by
of reboost maneuvers using the engines of
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration the Zvezda module or visiting spacecraft. It
(NASA), which succeeded in landing the first hucircles the Earth in roughly 92 minutes and
mans on the Moon from 1969 to 1972. First concompletes 15.5 orbits per day.
ceived during Dwight D. Eisenhower's administration as a threeMars Pathfinder (MESUR Pathfinder) is an
person spacecraft to follow the one-person Project Mercury
American robotic spacecraft that landed a
which put the first Americans in space. There were 17 Apollo
base station
missions. Apollo 11 was the first to land two astronauts on the
with a roving probe on Mars in
Moon.
1997. It consisted of a lander, renamed the Carl Sagan Memorial
Soyuz (Russian: Союз,
Station, and a lightweight
meaning "union") is a family
(10.6 kg/23 lb)
of expendable launch syswheeled robotic Mars rovtems developed by OKB-1
er named Sojourner, which became
and manufactured by Prothe first rover to operate outside
gress Rocket Space Centre
the Earth–Moon system .©
in Samara, Russia. With
over 1700 flights since its
Sources: MIT Tech Review, Wikipedia, DelCampe
debut in 1966, the Soyuz is the most frequently used launch
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