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Bells
Announcements
Prelude

“Brethren, We Have Met to Worship”
William Moore, Arr. Gail Smith.

Call to Worship

Marion Scott

Leader: Come, one and all, to meet God here.
Sad or glad, God will raise you up.
People: Together we give thanks for God’s wonderful deeds.
Together we sing songs of praise to our God.
Leader: Open your hearts to God’s good word.
May you find guidance, strength and light.
People: In keeping God’s ways we find life’s reward.
God equips us to be helpful to one another.
Leader: Do not discount the work of God among the least of you.
Rather, welcome one another with the love of Christ.
People: May the spirit of the prophets rest on us.
May we speak words of grace and truth to all.
*Hymn

God is Here

*Gathering Prayer

Marion Scott

We gather before you, O God, grateful for your faithful presence with us. As we have found
favor with you, may we grow in the knowledge of your ways and mature in grace towards
others. Lift us from our self-preoccupation that we may be genuine in our worship and open
to your transformation. May we come to appreciate the diverse spiritual journeys among us
and beyond us, so that we may all come to know your more fully. Amen.
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, reign without end. Amen, amen.
Scripture
Psalm 19:7-14

Marion Scott

7

The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul;
the decrees of the LORD are sure, making wise the simple;
8
the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart;
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the commandment of the LORD is clear, enlightening the eyes;
9
the fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever;
the ordinances of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
10
More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb.
11
Moreover by them is your servant warned;
in keeping them there is great reward.
12
But who can detect their errors? Clear me from hidden faults.
13
Keep back your servant also from the insolent;
do not let them have dominion over me.
Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression.
14
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable to you, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.
Mark 9:38-50

Rosemary Dawson

38

John said to him, "Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to
stop him, because he was not following us." 39 But Jesus said, "Do not stop him; for no one who
does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40 Whoever is not
against us is for us. 41 For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you
bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward.
42
"If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be
better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the
sea. 43 If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to
have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 44* 45 And if your foot causes you to
stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into
hell. 46* 47 And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom
of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 48 where their worm never
dies, and the fire is never quenched. 49 "For everyone will be salted with fire. 50 Salt is good; but if
salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one
another."
Special Music

Sermon

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
Charles C. Converse, Arr. Robert D. Vandall
Paving the Way

Have you ever heard the phrase “the road to hell is paved with good intentions”. I’m sure you have.
And it is not hard to react this way when we consider all the political wrangling and snafus we have
been experiencing, everything from resisting covid shots and masking children, to the messy
withdrawal from Afghanistan. We may be willing to assume that all these folks have good hearts, but
you cannot help but say “What are you thinking?”
As we read the gospel today, we see the disciples, yet again, missing the mark. Jesus has just told them
‘whoever welcomes one such child in my name, welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me
welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”
And John jumps right in telling Jesus about a man who had the audacity to be casting out demons in
Jesus’ name. Now, that would be considered a mighty work of God in any age. But there was a
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problem; they didn’t know this guy. He was not a part of the discipleship crowd, not even an
occasional listener. So, with the best of intentions the disciples put an end to it. They told him ‘No
more works of mercy’. Not without our, excuse me, Jesus’ ok.
But that was not ok with Jesus. And he laid it on the line for them. “What are you thinking?! Don’t
stop him from doing good in my name simply because he is not following you and the other
disciples… He’s not an enemy, he’s an ally… and anyone like him, who simply gives you a cup of
water because of me … they will be rewarded." How did the disciples get it so wrong? Their hearts
were in the right place, I think. So what was so wrong?
Well what Jesus saw among these faithful followers was that they were already circling the wagons,
deciding who was in and who was out of Christ’s kingdom, and who had purview to his authority. But
Jesus said ‘don’t even get started with that one.’ There are circles and then there are circles, as
someone once said:
“He drew a circle that shut me out –
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout.
But Love and I had the wit to win:
We drew a circle that took him in.”
That was Jesus. He takes us in, all of us in. And he asks us to do the same.
But the disciples had drawn a circle that would have kept this man, and many others, out. If the
disciples had wanted to draw this man into their circle they would have gone to him. They would have
learned from him how he had come to know the name and power of Jesus. And then invited him to
meet Jesus himself, maybe even join his disciple. But that didn’t happen. Rather than drawing people
to Christ and God’s will, they hindered them.
I can imagine Jesus being very vexed with them. And he states his ire in some very stern warnings "If
any of you place a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better
for you if a great stone had been hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea."(Mark
9:42) Then he backed up that warning with stronger words; that if you have a problem if hand or foot
or eye (a behavior or an attitude) “causes you to stumble, (that is to get in God’s way), cut it off; it is
better to live maimed than to go to Hell whole." Hum, what was that about the road to hell being
paved with good intentions?
Jesus disciples, his chosen apostles, were supposed to be building roads that would lead people to the
Kingdom of God. They were heavenly highway builders; but they were not doing their job. Instead of
building roads they were setting up road blocks. And that just should not be. But how often it is. It
seems the followers of Christ in every generation, from Mark’s congregation to ours, are faced with the
same challenge; and it makes little difference if you are conservative or progressive. How big is the
circle? Or better yet, what’s our comfort level, really? Who is welcome and who really belongs? We
might even wonder (secretly) who has a right to the grace of God? We get caught up by some of the
same assumptions the disciples were caught in. You are not like me, you aren’t doing it my way, so
how can you possibly experience the true God. Do you even really belong to Christ? It can be an
attitude regarding ‘those other churches’ or maybe even members of this church.
Even with the best intentions to be open to everyone, we can make it hard for others to pursue their
spiritual journeys with integrity and hope. So, I guess the question for me, and may be for you, is what
are the things that make me put on the breaks, that don’t just trip me up, but even may throw others off
3

balance. Where do we, me and you, put out road blocks that may unwittingly hinder another person’s
journey of faith, and ours as well. And how might we become better at paving the roads that leads to
Christ. Amen.
Hymn

Help Us Accept Each Other

insert

Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
Loving God, thank you for your patience and tolerance towards us. Thank you for Jesus Christ, who
came seeking us when we were so lost and unacceptable. Thank you for welcoming us in his name,
and transforming us his Spirit to become as loving and gracious as him. We long to live as true
disciples of Christ and so we come seeking your help and guidance in our lives.
We pray for your church and for this congregation. Remind us again of your compassion towards
us, and renew us in your grace, that we might live as gospel people. Direct us to your purpose for
us that we might be a community of genuine welcome to all who need your acceptance and love.
We pray, for your world and all its leaders. Grant them a genuine compassion and upright spirits
that will pursue your ways of justice and peace for all people. We pray as well for all who are
suffering today. Grant your healing to the ill, your comfort to the mourning, and your aid to the
needy. We especially lift up… and we thank you for…
We praise you, Faithful God, for all your mercy towards us, through Jesus Christ, who taught us to
pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response

Remember Me

Offering
There is a reward in doing good, even something as simple as offering a cup of water to the thirsty.
As Christians we are called to share so much more; the hope of grace, the joy of faith, and the
welcome of love- all in the name of Jesus Christ. The good news of God’s grace is passed on
through our support of the church and its ministries to the world. Let us dedicate our gifts with joy.
As you have accepted us, O Lord, give us the power to welcome all your children into the family of
Christ. May we share your love and grace through a healing touch, a gracious word, a guiding arm,
a caring gift. Most of all may we live as instruments of your peace, with one another and with all
the world. Here we commit ourselves and our offerings to the work of this church. Use them to
your glory. Amen.
Doxology

(choose the one that is best for your faith)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
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Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all that Love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen
*Hymn

You are the Salt

*Common Commission
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is
good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
*Benediction
Go now into the world
May the Lord make your love for one another and for all people grow and overflow…
Then you will be holy and without blame in the sight of our God and Father.
1 Thessalonians 3:12-13 adj.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.
Postlude

“I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”
Folk melody from India, Arr. Gail Smith.

*****
music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker
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