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HYDRO RULES CHANGES FOR 2012

Interview with H1l Unlimited Chief Referee Mike Noonan

Conducted by Clint Newman

Mike Noonan - | ChntNewmaﬁ

This article has become an Unlimited News_Journal tradition as Chief Referee Mike Noonan
brings us up to speed on rules changes for the new racing year, and why the new rules
were adopted. We appreciate Mike’s cooperation in keeping our readers informed.

UNJ: Mike, we have been doing these interviews for many years, and the number one topic is always the starting
procedure. So, let’srehash the starting procedure at the beginning 0o£201 1, explain how itchanged during the season,
and then tell us what the procedure will be this year.

Noonan: Westarted the year with amajor change that, as people say, put the fight back in the driver’s hands
and gave them a one minute buoy, established atthe exitofturn 1. You could notbe past that buoy before the one
minute gun. We alsomade the boats go pastthe judges stand “atspeed”” which would prevent someone fromleaving
the pitareaand driving ataslow pace all the way to the firstturn to lane 1, then they established their lanes. There
was alotofleapfrogging onthe backstretch; there were alot of boats idling slowly pastthe s/fline at 3 minutes thirty
secondsinlane 1, crawling up to the one minute buoy. We saw some engines being washed out because they were
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going so slow, some teams broke propeller shafts, we think because the torque of the engine, once they could see
itwas time to make the start before the one minute period, the driver accelerated and the torque would twist the shafts.

By the time we left Seattle, the owners had decided that they had enough of the park and starts, crawling starts,
and they were worried about saltwater ingestion in San Diego, and trying to keep the fleetalive to go to Doha. So,
they went back to arandom draw to assign lanes based on the order your ball was pulled out of the pill bottle for
lane choice for heatdraws. The firstball out for Heat 1 A, the second ball was for Heat 1B, you choose yourracing
lanes in that order. We used this procedure for San Diego and Qatar. Over the winter, no one came up with any
different proposals, except for one team, the U-11. JDub Meyer and Scott Raney began playing with a GPS
transmitter similar to one that could be bought offthe shelfand used in model rocketry. The units could send the
speed, altitude, and GPS positions back to areceiver on the ground that would track your rocket. We would put
one ofthose in each boat, putareceiver on the Judge’s stand for the referees to watch, and areceiver on the corral
forthe team’sradio men to watch. Software would be setup so that we could have minimum speed of 100 mph,
and each boat would send back information that would show up onabar graph. Zero to 95 mph wouldbered, 95
— 100 mphwould be yellow, and above 100 mph would be green. So, ata glance you could see which boats were
above 100 and which were below 100. We couldn’t do testing over the winter, so we will try to do all the testing
this spring. Withoutasystem in place that we were sure would work, we couldn’t put that in the rule book, so the
H1 Board and competition committee said we would leave the rules like they were at the beginning of the season
last year in case the GPS system does not work. If our testing proves that the GPS system works, we’ll use a
competition directive to put that procedure in the book. Ifnot, we‘ll goback to 2011 rules.

UNJ: Sothe GPS system will tell you how fast the boats are going. Whatabout the assignment of heats, the draw,
etc.?

Noonan: Thatwill be arandom draw, just like a traditional race. All boats will be drawn into Heats A, B,
and possibly C. The 100 mph minimum mustbe kept. There isarule that you are given a grace period when you
drop below 100, you either have to get the position back or you are given a 15 second penalty for each time you
drop below 100. This could be up to one minute or even a full lap ifitis really serious.

UNJ: Sotheruleis that you have to maintain a speed of at least 100 mph at all times prior to the start?

Noonan: Yes, the minimum speed is 100 mph during the five minute gun. Ifyou are below the minimum for
morethan 5 seconds, you geta 15 second penalty. Youjustkeep getting 15 second penalties until amaximum of
one minute is added to your time. They will be fighting for lanes at 100 mph, and of course, that one minute buoy
willbethere. Thatwill bethetricky part. The tough partis going to be hitting that one minute buoy at 100 mph. That’s
almost like making s start. We may have to do some tweaking ofthe rules during the season, of course. We only
haveaconceptin mind with some suggested rules, without actually having the equipment, software, or even anidea
how itwill work. Once we getitto work, we realize the Competition Committee will have to come up withrules
that work and issue a CD to implement it.

UN J: How will you test the GPS system in the spring?

Noonan: Wewillbuy the units, put them in boxes, mount them in some of the inboards and possibly outboards
outwest. ScottandJ. Dub have taken the lead on getting the test unit box put together, and testing inraces out West.

UNJ: 1sthere a chance this will be used in Madison?
Noonan: We hope so!
UNJ: Youmadeachange in the rules regarding restarts.

Noonan: Ifthe situation comes up where we cannot re-run the final heat due to extenuating circumstances,
therule book says the winner is determined by cumulative points. Itdid notinclude points earned during qualifying.
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Since we include qualifying points onrace day, we added thatin. The second part ofthe rule adds a sentence that
says that the boat that causes the stoppage of the heatis not eligible for are-start. We added a sentence thatsays
thatthe boat that caused the stoppage cannot be declared the winner on the basis of points. If youraccident causes
the stoppage, you can’trun the final, but even though you had the highest number of points, you can’tbe declared
the winner.

UNJ: What’s therule change relating to biofuel?

Noonan: Weputtogether a blue ribbon panel to look at switching over to biofuel mid-season 2011. If we
gettoasite where biofuels are available, we wanted to be able to use it the entire weekend. Some ofthe board and
owners felt like until we get all of the data in on biofuels, and ifitis going to be used by anybody, it can only be used
intesting, notin qualifying and racing. Havingsaid that, there was also a petition offered by the U-22 Websterracing
team, working with former Boeing executive Scott Carson, to be a““testbed”, and that they be allowed to use biofuel
atacouple ofraces. They have been given clearance to use biofuels ata couple of pre-determined races during the
entireevent.

UNJ: Some attention has been given to tightening up the requirements regarding the signing of waivers to getin
the pitarea.

Noonan: Several places in the rule book repeat the requirement that you have to sign the waiver to be allowed
intoarestricted area. We are taking more steps to be sure we have the signed waivers, and the security people are
looking for verification that waivers are signed before you are allowed in arestricted area.

UNJ: What’sthe change in the rules regarding N2 violations?

Noonan: Anotherviolationhas beenadded. The rule book has always said that it is the responsibility of the
boatteam to use the existing system, specifically the governor in the fuel control, to limitthe N2 to 110%. There
isaway to let the motor run well above 110% for the 3 or 5 seconds before the fuel begins to cut back to slow the
engine down. A lotofpeople felt that was a huge performance advantage. Youstill couldn’tgo overthe N2 or
fuel, itjust meant that the motor kept the fuel flow until way past the time it should have cutitback. Thenewrule
says thatifour data shows the motor is running at a spike of 130%, and the data does not show that the governor
is pulling the fuel back by that time, then it is the same as an occurrence or a flagrant fuel flow violation.

UNJ: ThenextchangeIsee deals with calibrating the start/finish line camera and the start clock.

Noonan: Wewill be giving all of the teams a video of the clock face, the digital display that the teamsread,
the small readout that the spotters can see the back side of the judges stand and the red light, showing them that all
three in calibration. Zero-zero is truly zero-zero. When they see the red light go on the videos, it shows thatitis
truly zero-zero.

UNJ: Tellmealittle about the start/finish line. There is always astart/finish buoy, and the debate is always whether
aboatpastthatbuoy priortothe start, oratthe finish. Thereisalsoaline onthe video camerathatis used to determine
when the start occurs. Whatis the difference between the start/finish buoy and the line on the video camera?

Noonan: The starting buoys are moving objects, one on the inside and one on the outside. They are extremely
difficultto keep in exactly the same spot. Current, wind, and tides makes them hard to keep in exactly the same place,
perfectly linedup. Thejudges’ stand and the camera are onland. They never move, and neither does the actual
race course. We canmove the cameraback and forth and there is a vertical line in the camera that is the start line.
Wetryto position thatline as far to the right side of the inside start/finish buoy. This gives the boats the benefit of
the doubt, as far as we can to the right of the buoy to be behind the line. Our video cameras take one frame thirty
times asecond. Thestarting line is always defined by the line in the camera field of view, and itisalways lined up
with the buoys, as best as we can get it.
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UNJ: Thisyear’srules define the word “running”?

Noonan: Ithasto do with the finish of the final heat in Madison and the way it was determined. Iftwo boats
are involved in awreck, one at fault and one is not, can the race go to the one that is not at fault. We didn’t want
to say that the boat that was not at fault would be out of therace also. Anotherrelated proposal said, ’Ifthe final
heatis stopped, butit can be declared a complete heat because more than halfthe number of heats has been run,
then you declare the winner based on who was running at the time the heat was stopped’. The proposal thateventually
was passed said aboat must have been running to be declared the winner. “Running” could mean alot of things.
Forexample, the Oberto motor was still running in Madison when it turned right-side up until Steve (David) had to
shutitoff. Toclarify that, we defined “running” as, basically, youmusthave beenracing. Youcan’tbe experiencing
difficulty, coastingtoastop. A team can’tclaim thattheirboat was stillmoving, even after the incident, and that they
shouldbe declared the winner.

UNJ: Soifthis rule had been in effect at Madison last year, Oberto would not have won?

Noonan: Correct.
UNJ: Youhavearuleregarding missing buoys in the starting procedure.

Noonan: Nowhere in the rule book does it say that you have to go around all the buoys during a race. It’s
one of things that was understood, but was not in the book. So, the book now says that you must go fairly around
allthebuoys during the event. Whathappens ifyoumiss abuoy likein Madison? Again, thereisnothingintherule
book that says that you have to go around and pick itup. It’s justanunwritten rule in boatracing. In maybe the
inboards and in the outboards, if youmiss abuoy, the rule says you go around and pick itup tobe scored. However,
it’sneverbeen in ourrulebook. After Madison, I putoutacompetition directive thatsaid thatthe buoy shallNOT
be picked up. If youmiss abuoy, it’s aone lap penalty. Continue on, getback on the course as safely as you can,
donotgobackaround. This could have been done anyway, because amissed buoy is an automatic lap penalty.
Whatifyouwere comingup for the start, therace hasn’t started, and you have missed abuoy? Areyoudisqualified?
Isthereaonelap penalty? Looking atthat, [ proposed a third rule that says before the start, if youmiss abuoy, you
canignoreit, notgoback, notbe penalized as long as the missed buoy did not give you an advantage, was notused
to gain position, was notused to shorten the distance on the course. Ifitisused to gain an advantage, you either
haveto give thatadvantage up, orbe subjectto aone lap penalty. If someone wentinside the course, missed abuoy,
and gotlane 1 during the fight for lanes, ifthey didn’t give itback, they are down one lap before the race starts.

UNJ: Youarerequiring that aradioman be in the corral any time two boats are testing at the same time.

Noonan: Withthe limited visibility inside the cockpit, even if there is no competition going on, the drivers still
may notknow where other boats are on the race course and may not know what other boats are doing. The radio
men will communicate with their drivers, sort of like the spotters in NASCAR.

UNJ: Youhave anew rule dealing with boats dropping offplane and losing power.

Noonan: Wehavearulesaying that you have to have a seven boat-length overlap before changing lanes, and
a5 boat-length overlap during the starting period.

It’shard forustotell what’s five boat-lengths when the boat is going 15 mph. Youcan’tbe parked, coasting
orengine dying or washed outin lane 1, prior to the one-minute buoy and keep that lane. Someone can go around
youwithout the overlap tomoveover. Youhavelostright-of-way. Itall depends onthe GPS/minimum speednot
beingused, and reverting back to the 2011 starting procedure.

UNJ: Youhaveanew provisionrelating to driver qualifications.



Noonan: Whenanew driver has either completed all ofhis 15 qualifying laps, buthas not been able to complete
the required heats, or has not gotten all 15 laps in and the season is over. The old rule said the requirements had
to be completed in one season. Now you can spread that out over two seasons, strictly at the chief referee’s
discretion.

UNJ: What’s the new rule on evacuation helicopters?

Noonan: Therules have neverrequired a helicopter to be parked near the pitarea. Some sites do that. Now,
therulesayifthereisnotatraumacenter within40 miles, orifahelicopterisnot within 15 minutes away by atelephone
call, there mustbe a helicopter on-site.

UNJ: How about the assignment of boat numbers?

Noonan: The numbersare owned and assigned by H1 Unlimited, and are done so to promote the best interest
ofthesport. Ifreassigning anumber from one team to another is in the best interest of the sport to keep a sponsor
on board, they are allowed to do that.

UNJ: Thebignewsisthat Kelly Stocklin will be entering the sport with his G boatand will be using a T-53 turbine
engine which he has gotten special permission from H1 touse. How will this work?

Noonan: The T-53 is the same engine that was used in the Glenn Davis boat, the 3 point reverse canard boat
that blew over in Seattle, a smaller, lighter boat with a smaller engine. Kelly came to the Board and requested
permissiontouse the T-53. The Board and the Competition Committee discussed it, and the board approved the
request for this one instance.

Thebigdifferences are horsepower, roughly halfthe horsepower ofthe T-55s we runrightnow. The weight
ofanexisting hull withengineis 6,575; with the T-53, it will weigh 3,800 pounds, and the horsepower is roughly half.
Itwill stillbea28’ boat that meets all the other Unlimited rules.

UNJ: Arethe T-53 engines more available than T-55? Cheaper?

Noonan: Thesaytheyare. Itseemstobealessexpensive

alternative.

UNJ: Twould assume the owners would be interested inaless o
expensivealternative. .. Fil Anlimited
Noonan: But, notto power their 7,000 pound boats. That Rules and Regulations
engine would notpusha 7,000 pound Unlimited. 2012

UNJ: This couldhavebroadimplicationsifthey are successfil.

Noonan: There could be other, lighter weight hulls out

there. We aren’topening the sportup to old grand prix boats. __‘

This is a one-time deal with Kelly to try it. We’ll see how it /,‘_,/_—\_-

works. Wereserve the right to limit or change competition v;b—/
restrictions. We canadd weightto it or change the fuel flow or UNLIMITED

N2 during the season if the boat proved to be too fast or too
slow. Wedoreserve therightto makerule changes, and Kelly
agreed to that.

UNJ: Thanks, Mike!




U-1 (Ellstrom Spirit Of Qatar). Work
continues on upgrades to the
Ellstrom hull and prep work for a
refresh of the color scheme to the

2012 QMSEF colors.

U-5, U-7. Ted Porter and PPE LLC
have announced they will run one
boat in 2012. Graham Trucking will
return as primary sponsor of the U-5
Graham Trucking raceboat with
Jimmy Shane driving for the 2012
season. Shane has been Ted Porter’s back-up
driver for several years and competed for the
PPE team in the Oryx Cup, Doha 2011. The
former U-7 Valken.com hull (Bud T-6) will be the
hull used as the U-5 Graham Trucking this year.
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U-6. Crew chief Mike Hanson and the Oberto/
Madison team have been busy stripping the hull
of all the old paint and are repainting the U-6
with a fresh paint scheme. The basic color theme
will be similar to the previous years.

U-11 (seetheTri-Citiestestingreport). The Peters
& May team is also heading up the testing of the
GPS program for the H1 Unlimited Air National
Guard Series. Scott Raney and J.W. Myers have
been testing the GPS units and software under
different conditions and used the equipment
during the Tri-Cities testing session.

U-12. There has been no further information or
updates coming from the Schumacher Racing
team since their request to use the Budweiser’s
former U-12 number. The UNJ has requested
updates on the plans for 2012.

U-13. There has been no information coming
from the Spirit of Detroit team since last months
report of some collaboration possibly going on
tosecurea full season ofracingin2012. Attempts
to contact the Detroit Unlimited group have gone
unanswered.

U-17. Nate Brown and team have had the boat
upside down in the shop, worked on the strut
area, and re-built the runners. Our Gang Racing
plans on testing the U-17 before leaving for

F Lon Erickson

Madison, however the specific date
has not been confirmed.

U-22. Final stages of the new “Bud
style” safety capsule installation are
underway and a new paint scheme
is coming for the Webster team.

U-57. The Formulaboats.com race
boat has a new home with Evans
Brothers Racing in Chelan, Wash.
Mark and Mitch Evans will be
campaigning the red U-57 for the
2012 season. Mark Evans will remain in the
driver’s seat and Formulaboats.com will stay on
as the presenting sponsor. John Walcker is the
team manager heading up the crew made up of
members from the Northwest and Detroit area.

88 Degree Men/USA Racing Partners (see Tri-
Cities testing report). The USA Racing Partners
team was reunited in the Tri-Cities for the initial
testing of their upgraded race boat and debut of
the new Degree Men paint scheme. Debbie
Gregory, Kari Gregory, Adam Gregory, along
with Matt were all together for the event. The 88
crew that will run the boat this year consists of
Matt Gregory, Adam Gregory, Mark Smith, Bob
Catipovic,John Rice, Dale Van Wieringen, Steve
Peterson, along with driver Scott Liddycoat.

U-100. With the very recent passing of Fred
Leland, the status of the Leland Unlimited race
team for 2012 was unknown to many. But Leland
had already made that decision, “Fred had a wish
that the team continue on after he was gone,” said
driver Greg Hopp. “He had a plan and made
arrangements for us to go on . .. and that’s what
we will do.” Fred Leland’s family and team
members announced they will be campaigning
the team’s #9899 hull in the 2012 Air National
Guard Hydroplane Series. Hopp will also act as
owner’s rep with Tim Shadduck continuing as
crew chief. Other crewmembers will include
Barney Tavener, Dan Radner,and Lori Santillo.



Fred Leland, 1938 — 2012

by Kirk Pagel
Karl Pearson photos

Fred Leland, age 74, passed away just before 5:00 am on May 21,
2012.

It was importantto Fred, that he not meet his end in a hospital
room, and as he had wished, he passed away among friends and
family, athomein hisown bed.

Fred began hisracing careerin 1968 buying a Karelson built5
liter hydro he named Hombre and numbered F-40. After owning
andracing three different 5 liter hulls, and one 7 liter hull, Fred went
tothe ‘unlimited class’ in 1976, owning and driving his boats with
Merlinpower.

In 1982 Fred hired Scott Pierce as his first of many well know
drivers. Heliked driving himself, but was far more successful as an
owner and builder.

Besides Pierce, hisroster of drivers included Nate Brown, Mike
Hanson, Mike Weber, Jeff Bernard, Jack Barrie, Mark Evans, Terry
Troxell,and Greg Hopp. In 1994 Fred hired an up and coming
driver, Dave Villwock, who gave him two I
wins in his first season. In 1996, he sold his ar
masonry business to become a full time owner !p---J
andbuilder.

In 1996 Villwock drove Fred’s Pico
American Dreamto six wins, including the
Gold Cup and the National Championship.
Villwock would go onto become the sport’s
mostwinning driverofalltime.

Mark Evans gave Fred five more wins
between 1997 and 1999, then Fred hired
Chip Hanauer for three more wins including
the Gold Cup for asecond time.

Fred’slastwin camein 2001 with Terry
Troxell atthe Tri-Cities.

Atonetime, only five years ago, Fred had
fiveracing hulls in his Kirkland shop, and was
alwaysavailabletoleaseahulltoateamin
need.

Fred builthis own gearboxes and like to
innovate with intake cowlings for the
Lycoming turbine motors.

Fred’shullsand equipment will remainin
the sport, the same sport who has lost a true

Fred Leland in the pits at Seattle last year.

craftsman and innovator. o Fred Leland in San Diego last season, still at work.



Tri-Cities May 18th test
on the Columbia River

by Michael Prophet & Craig Fjarlie

The newest 88 Degree Men, which is the
former U-10 USA Racing Partners hull that
wehaven’tseensince Seattle 02008, and U-
11 Peters & May showed up atthe Lampson
pits in Columbia Park about 3:30 pm
Thursday. Theriverwas higherthanthenormal
level they race on in July and a stronger
| current, which all led to debris floating
downstream, something they would have to
watch out for Friday.

On Friday morning, the crews were busy
working on the boats in the pits. They trailer
fired the 88 about9 am and the U-11 around
10 am. The 88 was ready to go, the slings
were on the boat, but they had to waituntil the buoys were set for an approximate 2 mile course and the pleasure
craft cleared offthe course; some of them were stubborn. About 10:30 Degree Men was launched. Scott Liddycoat
ranthree laps then came in. From notbeing on the water for several years the boatlooked and ran well. Liddycoat
docked short and away from the dock, then
drifted downstream and had to be towed
back. It was quite an ordeal and took a while.
They had no problems mechanical on their
firstrun.

The U-11 Peters & May and J.W. Myers
were launched as soon as they unhooked the
88 and went out on the course about 11:00.
Myersdidn’tspendnearly asmuchtime getting
setup in the cockpit. Peters & May ranthree
fastlaps and looked very good. J.W. had no
trouble parking within inches of the dock after
returning. Myers said upon exiting his boat,
“Wedidn’tpushitreal hard. We just wanted |
to test some new changes to the ride and
thereweren’t any surprises’” This turned out
tobetheirlastrun ofthe day. They discovered
anissue within the gearbox, J-Dubnoticed a
spikeinthe gearbox oil pressureattheendof =
the run and later found they had aseriousoil = —
leak. Scott Raney commented “that s whywe ===
go test, to find out these kind of issues now, =
rather that at the first race” The Peters & F5==
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May crew began striping down their boatonce
itwas back on the trailer, they would stay in
Tri-Cities for some display duties on Saturday
before heading back over the mountains.
After lunch, Degree Men was put back
together and launched for their second testrun
about 12:30. Liddycoat was in the cockpitand
ready to go, but had to wait for them to put

back adeflated buoy and move pleasure craft |
from the course again. They hit the course

about 1:00 and ran three very speedy laps.
Liddycoatdidamuchbetterjob of parking this
time; not as good as J.W., but better.

During the downtime after the run J.W.
signed autographs and Scott Liddycoat was
taking photos with kids and fans.

Degree Men stayed on the trailer for about

two hours as the crew worked on the steering.
Finally, they were ready to go. Liddycoat left
the pits and headed up the backstretch. Ashe
madethe far turn, it was obvious he was much
happier with the boat’s handling. He came

down the front straightaway at full speed |

and made a good turn in front of the pits. The
next lap was even faster. On the third lap,
he made another good turn in front of the pits,
butslowed as he was going up the backstretch

Brad Drake photo

Prophet photo

and coasted to a halt. The boat was towed in. Liddycoat had thought he hit something and rather than risk
additional damage he shut offthe engine. It was aprudent move as the river was littered with debrls Tumbleweeds

were everywhere, and large chunks
of wood occasionally floated by
the pits.

As the boat went back on the
trailer, the only visible sign of a
problem was a light scuff mark on
the right side of the rudder. There
wereobvious sighs of relief. At4:15
the slings were hooked up and the
boat went back in the water. Just
then word came that a deer was
swimming in theriver, across from
the start-finish line area. The lasttest
run was put on hold. The deer, a
yearlingbuck, was struggling inthe
currentandslowly floated downriver
toward the pits. Rescue personnel
tried to herd it toward shore. The
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deer finally reached the pit area and touched land at the edge of the pit wall. Someone put arope around its neck
and helped getitto land near the water tower. The animal was exhausted and cold, too weak to struggle to get free.
Fish and Wildlife personnel were called to tend to it as Liddycoat went back on the course at 5:00. It was a short
run; justenough to be sure everything was in good working order. He went up the backstretch, made ahard turn
atthe far end, started down the front straightaway then came off the throttle and returned to the pits.

Thetest day ended with the Degree Men team happy and looking forward to Madison. The Peters & Mayteam
feltlucky their gear box problem had been discovered at the test session rather than during qualifying at Madison.

Bothteams had learned alot from their day on the Columbia River.
~~UNJ

Three!
88 Degree Men B

Atrightare three different boats ontilt, all }
named the 88 Degree Men. Two of them L&
are from2011 and the otheris from 2012,
so everybody should know what boats

they are. Butwhichis which?

The top Degree Men is the late Fred
Leland’s #0010 hull that last raced as
the U-37 Peters & Mayin2010.~Michael
Prophet photo taken at Seattle

Themiddle isBilland Jane Schumacher’s 3
88 Degree Men, #1188. ~Karl Pearson
photo taken at San Diego

The bottom boat is the new 88 Degree
Men, owned by the Gregory family, the
formerT3°95,#9512. Thisboatlastraced
asthe U-10 Hoss Mortgage Investors at
Seafair in 2008. ~ Brad Drake photo |
takenat Tri-Cities

~~ Ed.




The John Humes Story
Pal't 2 by Craig Fjarlie

Lastmonth, in partone, John Humes talked about his early years
with the Miss Madison team. This month, in part two, he talks
about the change to turbocharged Allisons, acquiring the former
Pay ‘n Pak hull, becoming crew chief, the trip to Acapulco, and
more. Craig Fjarlie conducted the interview in 2000.

When the team converted to turbocharged Allisons, how did
thatprogramdevelop? Did you get help from teams that were
already using them?

Wehad spied on the Lincoln Thrift. Here again, back in the days of
early boatracing,alotof secrets were stolen after hours. Imean, they
weren’tspeed secrets but as far as measuring somebody’s inside skid
fin at the time — because there was no skid fin hangin’ out there —
“what’ve these guys gothere?” Well, we’ll go home, we’ll make a
pattern, we’ll bolt that on. That was part of
boatracing, that’show we learned. But, they
came into town. Bill Boat, I believe, had
developed thatturbocharger, fuel injection for
them.

Bill Boat and George Magnuson.

And George Magnuson. Those guys had a
pretty successful program, it was neat. And
we beat ‘em up in Dayton one year because
they did some flukey thing. I forget what it was
and we beat ‘em in a heat. And that was . , -
another part of, you know, you can beatthis The boat they spied on. Bob Fendler's turbo-Allison powered U-55
guy tomorrow but you might not beat him Lincoln Thrift at running at Phoenix in 1974.

again. That was the fun part. Butthey had a good program. Of course, Hillborn made the fuel injection. That was
anorderit, boltiton. We were real successful having Cummins-Holset around here. They helped us develop.And
TomKolb, out of Evansville, Indiana, had Kolb Diesel. We would buy turbos and he worked on them for us.

Media. promo photo

Oh, OK.

He was interested in the speed. We could trick up the turbos. We had better success atnothaving any that failed
than anybody. A lot of people burned ‘emup.

You guys had pretty good luck with yours.

We were puttin’ a special seal in ‘em. And this guy did this for us down there. Those were the early years of

turbocharging. Andthen, like I say, we developed itand everybody burned pistons and everybody went to the special
Lrings, and three rings and four rings and five rings and no oil ring and let it scuff on the wall and what have you.



This is the piston rings?

Yeah. ButImean, alotoftechnology wastrial
and error. Butthese guys, they started itbut I
don’tthink Fendler went far enough to keep
developing. We did, and we were fortunate
enoughtohave Holsetaroundtohelpus. Inthe
end, we were getting our turbochargers out of
England.

Tab 10 photos

Oh, really?

They were made overin England, they’d send
‘emover here. The plant was here in Madison
at the time. So the specs that we had from

KOlbDlefselOnthemletpaﬂOftheturbOCharger’ Big John Humes in the‘_r;t;_w‘drking on Miss Madison’s turbocharged
the bearings and stuff, and seals, Holsetputs ajjison in 1976.

into Cummins turbochargers yettoday.

For business.

Yeah, sure. Imean, it was ahand-in-hand deal. We helped them, they helped us. They provided ‘emtous, we’d
tear ‘emup—whichwedidn’ttearup very many—and we’d bring ‘em back in like before we’d go west. Everything
came off, the motors wentup there, they’d pull ‘em apart, check ‘em, ifthey needed anything done to ‘em, do it,
put ‘embackinit, we’d take ‘em withus. That was a good tool for us. But the fuel injection, turbocharged Allisons
were good years.

When you became crew chief, how did that happen? Did you want the job?

Well, Iwas around. I guess I was the most senior person. I wasn’t the most senior person, but the person who had
been around the most, had the most time to spend. They said, “Hey, do you wantto be the crew chief?”’ I'said sure,
youknow, what’s different than what I’'m doing now exceptit’s
atitle, youknow. It’snobig deal. I'm the one that hauls the boat
around. Me and Russ Willey. We even hauled the *72 boat
around together. We were always on the road together, so why
not. What comes with this? Nothing. Can’tbuy a cup of coffee
withthesalary. Well, actually, back in those days money wasn’t
the object. Imean, you did itbecause you liked to do itand the
people that were out there racing.

When Tom Sheehy drove, he seemed to have a lot of
trouble starting the boat. What was the problem?

E.K. Muller photo

Tom Sheehy. (Sigh.) Good guy. A good guy. Funny guy. We § :
went to New York to test up at that new site they had.

Up in the finger lakes?

Yeah. Wewentuptheretotest. So Bobby Humphrey and myself, " i A et es >
and Ralph Ritchie, Bill Haworth, we goup and we setup. [t was M =
cold. Itwas colderthan the dickens. Notreal cold, cold, butrainy, - | R | Yoer 6’ N

misty, youknow, offandon... Madison wins 1981-82 Crew of the Year award. Top
left: John Humes & Ralph Ritchey. Bottom left: Bill
Itwasn’tsummer yet, anyway. Haworth, Bobby Humprey, & Charlie McCluggage.




Seattle weather! We went up there and, of
course, we always fired the boat on the trailer,
make sure the engine was good and warm.
And he just, I don’tknow what it was.

Did he get nervous?

Ithink it was anervousness he had. The same
yearwhen they had therace up there I was sick
inthe hospital and Charlie Grooms wentup to
fillin forme. He had trouble getting’ it started
and things happened and I think we didn’t
make the final heat up there. Then we go to
Detroit forthe Gold Cup and, uh, couple times
he’d float back down and not get started.
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Tom Sheehy at left with Bob Hughes re-christening Miss Madison (4) in

We’dtow itback in, putit on the trailer, fire 1982. John Humes’ brother holds the rope below on dock.

rightup. “Tom, what’s wrong?”’ I said. “What

H&RM Collection photo

areyoudoing, tellmethe sequence.” He’d do everything right. To this day, I’1l bet you he could not say what he did.
Hemightbeabletotell you, butit was such a simple start. Two seconds on the gas primer, hit the igniters, starter,

start. Ifitdidn’t start, go back through the sequence.

Umhmm.

Gas primer, igniters, start. [wasn’tadriver butI could startit. It’s no different in the water. SoI'said, “OK.” I went
over and got Snyder and I said, “Ron, I want you to do me a favor.” I said, “I want you to take this boat out and
runitonetime, please.” He gothis suiton, went out. Took offrunning. Ran probably six, eight laps, came back in.
Isaid, “Well, anything wrong?”” Says, “It’s backfiring alot, back on, off, of the right bank.” So I said, “OK.” Said,
“Charlie Mac, check it.” Checked it, it was broken. So I did have to give Tom that. We fixed it, puthim back in,
(pause), coasted down the waterfront. I said, “Hey, do we have to do thisagain? What’s wrong?”’ He said, “Well...”

We gottahave somebody thatcanrunthis boat. Isaid, “You’re fired.”
Took hisuniform, got his stuffout of the truck and left. I said, “Ron,
gota favor, youwantto drive the boat this weekend?” “Yeah.” I did
itallonmy own. I was onthe Board at the time butno Board members
there, nobody, I did itmyself. No heat, done deal. The boat’s running.

That’s whatwe’re all here for, it’s running. And weran that weekend. |

I'forgethow we finished but that was Ron’s era, Ron Snyder started
in the Pak boat.

Milner Irvin started driving for the team in 1974, at Miami.
That was a tough weekend for everybody. Jim McCormick got
hurtfirst, then Skipp Walther waskilled, Valu-Martspun out at
thestartofthe firstheatand everybody got panicked again. But
Milner won two heats, he just didn’t start one.

Wehadafuel system problem, flooded the motoris whathe did. We
probably could’ve won thatrace. But Milner did a fantastic job forus.
Imean, every year he drove forus you couldn’task for a better shoe
thanhe was. Imean, he was justcool, calm, collected. He liked to do
itand here again, we had some pretty good equipment.

Engines were getting harder to find by that time, too.
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Ron Snyder and John Humes talking things
over in the pits at Detroit in 1982.
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. _________________________________________________________________________________|
Everyyearwhenwe’d goto SeattleI’d goto (Bob) Gilliam’s and get parts. And, youknow, he treated us well. The
lasttime [ was there, which was probably in, I’d say ‘86 or ’87, he had builtabunch of buildings.  say abunch, he
probably had three big buildings, probably 30 by 60, two floors, Merlin parts, Allison parts, all in these buildings.
Brand new stuff, brand new. We gotrings, pistons, but, you know, toward the end of the fuel injection you didn’t
needabigpiston, you justranstock pistons. They said the Allison parts were getting scarce, [ don’treally think they
were.

People just didn’t know where to go get ‘em?

They didn’tknow where to go get ‘em. Everybody looked foranew motor, oracomplete motor, when you could
gotohis place and get parts. I mean, he had the blocks, he had complete blocks. Parts were getting hard because
theairplane boys were trying to get parts and they didn’t want anything aboat racer had ever had, because they knew
thatthey’dreally hurt ‘em, youknow. As faras tractor pullers, they were getting into the Allisonracing then, too,
sothere’salotof ‘em still to be found today if you want ‘em.

When the team bought the Pay ‘n Pak boat before the °78 season, Muncey tested it in Seattle with the
Miss Madison name and a Rolls-Merlinin it. You had to convertit to turbocharged Allison. How did that
programwork? ‘

We had to modify the engine stringers and Rt
balance the boat. And of course, outfit it for =====
the lines and electric and all that. But it was r‘*ﬂ*‘-* _
almost like getting a new boat except for |
gettingthe mounts in, balance, and boltingitin |
before we firmed everythingup. There again,
thatboat waskind ofa turnkey operation for [
us other than thatpart of it. The wing. .. 7
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“—— *‘ ‘} = e — = == e = -—--“'9: :
Ron Armstrong and th first U-25 Pay ’'n Pak in 1977 at Tri-Cities Gold
Lucerosays, “Well, setitto thisand check it Cup a year before being sold to Madison.

atthatand alwaysrunitthatway.” And we never did move it, all the years we had that boat we never did any crazy
thing with that wing. Whether Jim did or not, he didn’trelay tous. So we always checked itand setitat what he had
when we got the boat, and that was it.

That was new technology to your team.

Did you get propellers at the same time, or did you use props you had run with the Gale hull?

We couldn’tuse the props we hadonthe Gale |8 B e e TR

boat. I believe we might’ve gottentwo orthree g
propellers from Lucero when we got the boat.
After that, we were buying propellers from
Ron Jones. Here again, we had help from
otherplaces, butmainly everything came from
Jones.

Tell us about the trip to Acapulco. Is that
atough subject for you?

No.
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Not just the race, but the drive down
through Mexico, the caravan.

Milner Irvin 11l returns to drive the new Miss Madison (4)7in 1978. Below,
Irvin talking thing over at Seattle.



When they said they were gonna do this, we
had a Board meeting. “Well, we gonna go?”’
Firstthing, canwe afford to go? Well, they’re
gonna footthe bill. We had to pay for the fuel.
They paid all the lodgings down and all the
lodgings back out. Allwe had to pay foris hotel
whenwe getthere, and fuel down, and fly the |

crew in. OK, we do it. e —————
S =S

Youdrove the boatdown?

- H&RM Collection photo

I drove the boat down. We meetin Nogales,
Arizona, onsuch-and-suchaday. Everybody

getsthere. Thenextday we’releavingat7:00,

headin’ south. We getto the border. Had this Frank Kenney Toyota/Volvo in the akeshift pits at Acapluco. Crewmen
) ) Bill Haworth on deck and Charlie McCluggage below.

£ -

Mexican guy that’s head of tourism, or the
tourism man for Mexico. He’s the one that’s takin’ us in. Thisboy’s packin’.

Oh!

Andhe’s gotabriefcase full of money, sohe’s the man. He gets to the border and they want some ungodly amount
of money. They see all these racing boats. [ think there were 12 ofus, and Wurster went down on his own. Lined
up here atthe border, customs. They see all these rigs and they want $100-something thousand forus to go into
Mexico.

Whoa.

Oops, turnaround. We turn around, go back to the hotel. So the people on the American side knew somebody on
the otherside. Hey, they’re going to Acapulco forthis. So we getitall straightened out. So the next day we go down
andleave. We go through. Ithad already been proposed we drive 225 miles a day. So they mapped out the cities,
Guadalajara, blah, blah, all the way down, 225, Mexico City. That’sall we’d drive. Hey, it’d be apiece of cake.
Fifteenand 17 hour days.

Because of the roads.

Because ofthe roads. It was fun, we had fun doing it, but it was a nightmare. So we get down to the first place
and we stay the whole day in that city, promoting. The firsttown we went into, we’re all parked out in this field.
Itwas onabeach area, and itrained that night we got there. So the next day we spent halfa day pulling trucks
outofthis field. And I think the Budweiser motorcycle gotstolen off the trailer thatnight. Anyway, that was the
start. So then, 225 a day, all right. Nextcity it’s 15, 17 hours. Get there, get parked, get checked in the hotel.
Everything was fixed for us. It was just like they said, they’d pay for everything, no problem. We paid for the
fuel. Then as you start to get in deeper, before we got to Mexico City, you’d go from one province to another
and itwas almost like a different country.

Rural Mexico.

Rural country, yeah. Iremember we went by this one checkpoint one time and here are these guys standing with
these bigol’ guns. Of course, the guy in front, our Mexican guide, he was there and he got us through everything
ok, but, Imean, thisis scary. You’re in another element that you know nothing about. Don’t speak the
language. This guy took care of us and we were at his mercy.

Mexico City, power steering went out on my truck. So here I am, I go to this Chevroletdealer, tell this guy —
he could speak English—what I needed. So the parts, no way they matched up. So Dave Seefelt worked on it
alittle bitand could see it wasn’t going to work. So I called back to Indiana and had them bring parts to
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Acapulcoand we fixed it there. But we had a fun trip. Going through one city one time Charlie and them traded

beer outof a Mexican beer truck. Went down the road, you know. Then getting down there, the pits, these
people hadno clue.
They were really lucky to run the race at all.

Itwas very lucky. The pits were dug out OK, but then as far as launching, they had two cranes, I believe. When
itwas your time, if you wanted to test, you had to back in and you’d test, then you’d load back up and pull out.
Somebody else’d back down in and pull out. It was not a deal where of you didn’t make it you didn’t run.
Everybody took their time backing in, getting unloaded, to go race. That was when we ran the fan plan.

Yeah.

Ran halfpoints. Fast boats ran against the fast boats and slow ones ran against the slow ones. So, my old buddy
Jim Lucero called tome. He said, “Humes, you guys are sandbaggin’.” [ said, ““You’re damnright we are and
we’ll keep sandbaggin’. It’s the way you play, brother.”  always told Milner, look, they know what we can run.
We’d go outand maybe we can make a good run, amarginal run. I said, “The whole time you’re out there
runnin’ youdo whatever you want. ButI’m gonnatell you one thing, never make a complete lap. Cut the course
somewhere. Make your one run that you want to make, but after that never make a complete lap.” And we did
that fortwo years.

There was the accident in the final heat at Acapulco.
That was the firstheat we had not finished all year long.
How much damage was there to the boat?

Initially, Milner thought he had barrel-rolled the boat. Basically, whathappened, when Bill went over, Milner
was probably two or three lengths back. He saw this happen, saw the splash and everything. He turned hard
righthoping to miss everything, then came back hard left. When he went hard right the water flew and it tore the
inside of the right sponson up. He lost all concept of where things were in the excitement. We probably could’ve
made it back to the dock. But when something happens they shoot the flares and everybody stops. When we
saw him he was still kind of puttering along, and when

he had to shut the motor off'it was too late then.

There was a hole in the boat.

Yeah, ahole in the boat. We lost amotor, driver was
OK. People that were not even rescue people were
takin’ off from the dock. You couldn’tstop ‘em. It
was like they were going out for a salvage hunt. It
was pretty chaotic. Imean, it was scary, notknowing
whatkind of shape Bill was in. Bad day.
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This is the end of part two of the interview with John
Humes. Next month, in the conclusion, he talks
about Ron Snyder coming back to drive Miss
Madison and the role of Bob Hughes on the team.

Frank Kenney Toyota sinks to the very shallow water of the Bay
after the accident that took Bill Muncey’s life.



Heroes of a Generation
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Cralg Fjarlle Formerunlimited hydroplane driver Russ Schleeh passed away on Sunday, May 6th. He
wasamong adwindlingnumber of drivers fromthe 1950s still alivemore than 50 years after
achievingnational prominence.

Schleeh was named driver of Rebel, Suhin 1955, but the boat failed to finish aheat in the Gold Cup. Schleeh
had one good season, 1956, when he drove Shanty-I to victory in three races and earned the National
Championship. He proved himselfto be atough competitor whonever backed down. His crew did him adisservice
in 1957 when the boat was changed. Instead of producing a fasterride, Schleeh was stuck with ahandful that bucked
him out at Chelan and eventually bit him hard at the President’s Cup. Schleeh was badly hurt and the boat was
destroyed. He tested Shanty I1the next spring, but the unusual boatnever made itto arace. He drove Thriftway,
Too and Nitrogen Too in 1960, Miss Reno in 1961, and the same boat as the first Tahoe Miss in 1962. His last
competitive appearance was in Miss Exide (the former Wahoo) inthe 1963 Seafair Trophy Race. The winner’s
circleproved elusive. Hetested Valu-Martin spring of 1974 when the team was considering drivers, but the nod
wentto Ron Armstrong instead.

Schleeh drove ata time when the winner of the Gold Cup selected the site of the race the following year. Boats
raced for yachtclubs and civic pride was at stake in every race. Drivers were heroes to baby boomers in Detroit,
Seattle, and a few other cities. Schleeh was one of many drivers who would be mobbed at public events and greeted
asconquerors when they arrived home atthe airport. Chuck Thompson, Bill Cantrell, Bill Muncey, Joe Taggart, Lou
Fageol, Lee Schoenith, Stan Dollar, Dan Arena, Bill Stead, Don Wilson, Roy Duby, Walt Kade, Ron Musson, Rex
Manchester, Bill Brow, Norm Evans, Dallas Sartz, Chuck Hickling, Jay and Roger Murphy, Bob Hayward, and Bob
Schroeder were sports stars in their day. Now, with the passing of Schleeh, only a few are left. Danny Foster, Fred
Alter, Jack Regas, Mira Slovak, and Brien Wygle, are the last of the famous drivers from that era still with us.

Thepassage oftime changes perspective and dulls memories. Schleeh won the Seafair Trophy Race and made
the cover of Sports Illustrated, yet his passing was ignored — intentionally or not—by the Seattle Times.

Drivers who came later, including Billy Schumacher, Dean Chenoweth, George Henley, Chip Hanauer, Mark
Tate, and more recently Dave Villwock and Steve David, are certainly heroes to new generations of fans. In spite
oftheir successes, theirnames are hardly household words the way Muncey, Thompson, Cantrell, Regas, and Slovak
were inthe 1950s. Hanauer came the closest, butlike all contemporary drivers he raced for commercial entities, not
yachtclubs. Commercial entities rarely risk taking sides in civic rivalry. Since 1962, when Gold Cup rules were
changed, hydroplane drivers have had onlynominal civicaffiliation. Hanauer, forexample, had as many fans in Detroit
ashehadin Seattle. It was personality and driving skill that nurtured his fan base, rather than the yacht club burgee
onthetail fin ofhis boat. The unfortunate side effect is that the day after the race, it made little difference whether
he won in Detroit or Seattle or Evansville. When Schleeh was at his peak, the winning driver represented the boat’s
home portand civic involvement was frontand center.

Schleeh’s passingmeans another piece of history, froma very differentera, hasmoved farther offthe radar screen.
Those days are gone forever, but they were an exciting and unique time in the legacy ofhydroplane racing.
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