From Madison Presbyterian Church

Pastor’s Message

January 2020

Hello, and Happy New Year! I want, first of all, to tell you how grateful and excited I am as I begin my
tenure as Interim Pastor this January. During the past weeks, I’ve been in prayer that God will bless
this congregation and will bless our time together. I’m looking forward to getting to know you all, to
leading in worship, and to helping you discern God’s plan for the church’s future. And now – it begins!
On the day I first met many of you, I preached from Jeremiah 29, where the prophet shared God’s
instructions for people who were figuring out how to make new lives in a place and in a situation that
they hadn’t expected to be in. “Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they
produce…. seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in
its welfare you will find your welfare.”
That’s good advice for times of transition: do the same healthy things you already know how to do,
and look for new ways to do good, right where you are.
That’s good advice for times of preparation and discernment, too.
As Madison Presbyterian Church prepares for its next chapter, we’ll use our ‘2020 vision’ to
look back to significant memories and milestones, to look around at needs and possibilities in our
congregation and in our community, and to look forward for glimpses of how and where this church is
called. That might sound daunting. But it needn’t be overwhelming. In fact, it might be fun, and
energizing!
This is an exciting time, and a hopeful one. In that same chapter from Jeremiah, the prophet gives this
promise, from God to the people: “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for
your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.”
What will we learn, what will we realize, what will we do in this new year? I can’t wait to find out!
In Christ’s service,
Pastor Lisa
January Lay readers
January 5 John Quinley
January 12 Kim Barnes

January 19 Sam Strahan
January 26 Sue Strahan

JOY GIFT
Thanks to the generosity of the Congregation, a total of $473.00 was collected for this special
offering. The funds will be distributed equally to the Assistance Program of the Board of
Pensions and to support student scholarships at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and
colleges.

Budget for 2019
At its December meeting the Session adopted a for 2020. Please see below. As of December
23, we have received pledges totaling $84,305. Thanks to all for your generosity!
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Madison Presbyterian Church Drop -Off
Location received 496 Operation Christmas
Child shoeboxes. 43 shoeboxes were prepared
by MPC.
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January Foods of the Month
Single Household—Single serving size canned vegetables, fruits,
meats and soups with pop-up lids. Packs of pudding and jello
cups, crackers, peanut butter & jelly and packs of raisins.
Please bring in your donations and place them in the container
provided in the Narthex. Donations are then given to Madison
Social Services for distribution to those in Need.
Thank you!
November’s donation to Social Services included 40 canned goods
and other items.
Please be sure that donated items will not be “out-of-date”
before the first of the following month.
!

Now that the new year is here . . . Please sign up as Sunday Morning Greeters!
It’s a great way to start the morning with someone — sharing a smile and a
friendly hello. The 2020 Flower Chart has been hung up too! Feel free to
sign up to supply flowers on a Sunday that is special to you.

Madison Presbyterian Church
Pastor: Rev. Lisa Salita
Active Elders Serving on the Session
Class of 2020
Kim Barnes
Sharon Weakley
Class of 2021
Bobbie Carroll
Rives Wetsel
Mike Willis
Class of 2022
John Quinley
Pattie Rees
Sue Strahan

Sunday School: 10:00 a.m. Worship: 10:00 a.m.
Church Office Hours: Monday — Thursday 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p .m.
Church Administrator: Carol Johnson
Phone Number: 540-948-6972
E-mail: madisonpresb@verizon.net
Website: MadisonPresbyterian.com
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Breakfast Buzz
Will meet
Friday January 17th at 9:00 a.m.
We are pleased to have Vee Tull (Dove) as our guest for the January
Breakfast Buzz. If you have lived in Madison for awhile, you will
recognize Vee as the author of the book, “Madison County Homes”.
She did massive research on the homes built before 1860, interviewed
ancestors, provided photos and history of each of the homes. Vee
worked at the Madison County Eagle at the time the book was
published. She is an accomplished seamstress specializing in slip
covers, has amazing gardens, and has the energy of most 20
somethings.

Mad Ridge Youth
Youth group will meet January 12th.
Stay tuned...details to follow!
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